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THE 


SECOND ORDER 

OF 


BIRDS. 


SUPPLEMENT ON THE DENTJROSTRES. 
(continued.) 

This bird is of a shining metallic black— *with feathers of 
a silky and glistening character, and the point of the bill 
and the feet inclining to yellow. The female is green above, 
paler underneath, and variegated with white spots, and fuscous 
lunules. The wing-coverts, remiges and rectrices, are of a 
rufous brown. 

Mr. Vigors and Dr. Horsfield have designated this bird 
(which hitherto had received no scientific name) from the 
late respected Secretary of the Linnseau Society, and called 
it PtiUmorhynchus MacleayiL 

We insert a figure of both male and female from the Museum 
of the Linnsean Society. 

Lyres (M^enura) are birds of New Holland, whose 
description will be found in our text. Of their habits, 
unluckily, little or nothing can be said with any certainty. 
They are said generally to remain on trees, and never to 
descend except for the purpose of seeking food. 

The only notions we have conceping the manners of the 
Manaxins (Pipra) are owing to S^miini, who has observed 
them in Ouiana, where they prefer hihnid and cool woods to 
the hot and dry lands. They do not, however, frequent 
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marshes or the borders of streams ; their flight is rapid, but 
short, and low ; they only perch on the middle branches of 
trees in the w^oods, which they never quit to proceed 
open plains or to the neighbourhood of habitationi^MP^Q 
assemble in the morning, in small troops froniipmi,ft6 
in number, of the same species, and frequendjjfltf 
^nth other small birds. At such Is 

rather agreeable. But, about they 

separate, and retire alone, until into the 

most shady recesses of the of 

little wild fruits, and they also eat inseic^^^^''^ i 

The Rupicola^ Cog dr Jli)es&e> and iZoeib of La- 

tham, has been ranged widi the inaniJtins,^^ ^h little pro- 
priety, being a bird diSbing frma th^^ in size 

and habits. It mhabita in Chxiimn smd other parts of South 
America, the deep defrs of tooks^ and still more frequently 
large and obscime caverns, whcare the light of day cannot 
penetrnle* This cireinnstance has caused many to believe 
that it was a nocturnal birdt but as it flies during the day, 
others have placed it among the diurnal. It is, however, 
now w^ell known that manyjof the bowlers, and other birds, 
reputed nocturnal, do the same riling. There is also another 
point of approximati<m betweeouthe rupioolaf and the noctur.. 
nal birds. The former are found more frequently in their 
obscure habitations, than in open places. Great numbers of 
them are discovered in caverns, where one cannot enter but 
mth torches. The male and female are equally lively, and 
extremely wild. It is imposiible to shoot them, but by 
remaining concealed behind some rock : here it is necessary 
to wait many hours before they come within range of shot ; 
for the instant they perceive the hunter, they fly off* very 
rapidly, but their flight is short and low. The males come 
forth from the caverns more frequently than the females, 
which seldom show themselves, and probably only come out 
during the night. They jdace their nest in the hole of a 
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rock; it is rudely eomtntefeed of dfy» ^litiaidbeii and the 
female usually lays tW0,s|dieriical and while 'agg^idxnit die 
size of a pigeon^s egg. 31iey fised on simdl wild fruits : they 
have the habit of scratching the gmuid^ and cla|(|piiy and 
diaking their wings like cocks and hens ; but thjsfii^hi^oilly 
point of relatkm between them and the lattar bhrds^ iortliey 
have neither the cry of the hai» nor the crowh^ of the cock : 
they are easily tained^ and sometimes left at liberty to live 
and run about with the poultry. 

We now come to our author’s great family oi Mota- 
ciLLA, which he terms in French, ‘‘ from the 

general tenuity of the beak: they are most of them com- 
prehended under Latham‘’s genus of the Waublebs. The 
first division are the traqueta^ a wOTd which we must 
preserve.* 

Bechstein and Meyer term these birds aa.rieo2a, M. 
Vieillot, after Gesner, Willoughby, and Ray, has preserved 
to them the denomination of cenanthe- 

They inhabit during the fine season, dry and stoney 
places ; those, called in French, tariersj are more partial to 
herbage, whether on the mountains or in the plains ; all 
nestle on the ground : some in a tuft of grass, others in a 

• We may remark the very serious mconvenience to which a translator 
of French works in natural history is subjected, by the names given to sub- 
divisions. It is always difficult, and often impossible, to find a proper 
English equivalent. The names of species are given to genera, and sub- 
genera y and, in many cases, were we to translate these names, we should 
convey to the reader a wrong idea of the animals comprehended under the 
section ; for, in several instances, the animal, whose specific name is thus 
generalized, actually belongs to a division wholly diflerent Even when 
this is not the case, the inconvenience is far from being inconsiderable. 
The generic name is followed by the same, specifically applied, with some 
clumsy and circuitous appendage. It is much to be wished that naturalist.-, 
would agree to speak one and the same language: at present their con. 
fusion of tongues occasions a most perplexing and vexatious Babel. For all 
divisions, except specific ones, scientific names should alone be employed. 

E. P. 
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h<de in the earth, under BtcMies, at the foot of bushes, and 
sometimes imder roots ; they rarely perch on the summit d 
trees, some remain always on the g^und, and others on low 
bushes, &c. 

Mofacilia JEnanthe^ the Wheai^r Wathler of Latham, is 
a migratory species ; they pass only the fine season in France. 
Those found in our northern climates arrive towards the end 
of March, and spread themsrives through the fields ; they 
are to be seen in lands newly ploughed, always perched upon 
clods of earth, in French, motte^y whence they are named 
mottefue. The white colour of the under part of their bodies 
is discovered when they fly, and causes them to be easily 
distinguished in the air fit>m all other birds. They seek in 
the furrows of cultivated lands for insects and small worms, 
which constitute their principal nourishment ; such are the 
places which they inhabit during the first days of their 
arrival, and after the hatching. But in spring, they seek 
untilled or fallow lands, preferring the borders of hills, the 
rocky slopes of the mountains, and dry places in general ; 
they jump from stone to stone, and avoid the hedges, bushes, 
and trees, where they are rarely seen to perch except when 
greatly disturbed ; their usual flight is short and rapid, but 
more elevated during their migrations ; they pursue insects 
on the ground. 

The cry of these wheat-ears when disturbed, resembles the 
syllables,^r,yar, pronoimced rapidly. The male has also 
another cry which may be thus expressed, tUrm^ titreuj 
which appears to be one of alarm, and is never heard except 
at hatching time. Clumps of turf, heaps of stones in untilled 
grounds, little old dry walls, are the places in which these 
birds generally conceal their nests. Moss and fine plants 
compose the exterior ; feathers and wool line them within. 
These nests, constructed with great care, are moreover 
remarkable for a kind of shed placed above them, and 
cemented against the stone ot dump under which they are 
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ntuated ; the etoiie oar clump ii usually turned to the south 
side, and the entrance of the nest is to the nortli* Four or 
five eggs are laid, of an Undulating pale Uue, and an 
elongated form ; the females are so absorbed in the caie of 
hatdiing, that they are often. taken on the nest. The male, 
towards the middle of the day, assists her in this care, and, 
moreover, provides for her subsistence. He is cunning and 
dextrous in misleadiDg those who might disturb her. If he 
sees one passing, he runs or flies before him, makes short 
pauses to draw him to the opposite side, and when he sees 
him sufficiently remote, he takes a circular flight, and regains 
the nest. At such moments he is heard more firequently to 
repeat his cry of alarm. 

These birds seldom have, in our parts of the world, more 
than one brood every year, and as soon as the little ones are 
feathered, and even some time previously, they quit unculti- 
vated lands, and frequent grounds recently tilled, where they 
continue until September and October, when the family 
assembles and sets out on the southern voyage. Some of 
them are occasionally caught at sea, when, at considerable 
distances from land, being much fatigued, they drop on the 
masts of vessels to repose. 

These birds inhabit all Europe, Africa, and Southern Asia. 
Great numbers of them are caught here, especially in Sussex, 
towards the commencement of autumn, at which time they 
are fat, and of a delicate favour. 

The Stone-chat Warbler^ traquet proprement dit^'^^J 
Sylvia mbicola, delights in dry, arid, sloping grounds, and 
in bushes and briars. It is distinguished by its vivacity and 
agility. It is always seen hopping from bush to bush, neve^ 
perching but at the extremity of the most elevated brandies 
of hedges, and shrubs, or at the summit of the highest vine- 
poles. It rises in the air by little springs, and comes down 
in a sort of pirouette, appearing and disappearing every 
in<nneat, and continually agitating its wings and tail; this 
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his lieen tompsYed to thsl of^ilio idspp^ of a ndU, 
from which its French name is taken. 

According to Bncffon^ its cryTeaemldes llite word owMrdto, 
frequently repeated^ bat Dr. Imtfaam thinks that it ismoreiike 
the clicking of stones together, whence, probsbly, its Englidi 
name. 

This bird is of a scditary diaracter, ^being always alone, 
except during the season of love. It migrates, and aitives 
in spring alone ; it quits this part of Europe in autumn, 
usually in September ; though if die season be mild it remains 
longer, and has been seen in France in December. As soon 
as it has chosen a companion, the couple ^proceed to the con- 
struction of the nest, which is placed at the foot of a bush 
under the roots, or under the covert of a stone, and tolerably 
deep in the earth. This nest is concealed so well, that it is 
very difficult to find it, which difficulty is much increased by 
the many circuits which the bird makes before entering, or 
after departing. If it wants to enter, it always first crosses 
different bushes, and when it comes forth it threads cautiously 
through the brambles, to some distance ; so that when we see 
this bird with a worm or insect in the bill for the young 
ones, enter a particular bush, it is not there that we must 
look for the nest, but at the foot of some neighbouring bushes. 

The eggs are from five to six, of a greenish white, with 
some spots of reddirii-yellow. The little ones are born 
covered with down. The parents feed them with worms and 
insects, which constitute their habitual aliment. Their solici- 
tude is so great that they never cease to cry when they are 
approached ; this even seems to increase when the young ones 
quit the nest ; they call and cry to them continually, and 
never quit them until they are entirely capable of providing 
for themselves. 

This species is extended throughout Europe, from En^and 
and Scotland, to Italy and Greece. It is even found farther 
north, and is said to have been seen in Siberia. The fiesh in 
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aeotnvanih fat aad isHicate^wt waferiof^ to tliatxilC the beoca- 

fioain dftavoQT^ 

We ahdi DOW poroceed to cooiidor'ttoaioetMBax^^ 
tbe family of the Wadbler% oontainild:. usd^^ oor autlkor^ 
subgenera, Ritbibttes, ( Sylvia ^) Fauvbttks, (CurruoOyJ 
Accektob, Roitelet, &c. 

These birds are all comprehended by M. Vieillot under the 
general term Fauvette, Sylvia of Latham, and Motacilla 
of Linnaeus. With the exception of the red4>reas4 they all 
leave our dimates at that season when they are left destitute 
of food by the ddbliatkm of the trees, and the death or 
lethargy of the insect tribe. But as soon as the flowm begin 
to blow, and the woods put on the livery of ^ring, we find 
the numerous family the warblmrs re-afq>ear, and disperse 
themselves through our groves and fields. Many establish 
themsdves in gardens and shrubberies, others^ prefer the 
borders of coppices or the deep recesses of die woods ; and 
some, in fine, are partial to the neighbourhood of water, 
where they fix their domicile. They all spread animation 
through the places which they inhabit, by tbe gaiety of their 
songs, the variety, the vivacity of their movements, their 
sportive tricks, and amorous combats. 

Some of these birds feed on insects only ; others unite 
with these, berries and succulent fruits. When they are 
nourished with grapes, figs, mulberries, &c. they grow fat, 
and their flesh becomes as savoury as that of the beccafico, 
with which bird they are frequently cmifounded in the south 
of Europe. Thickets, groves, shrubberies, &c. are the 
places where the majority of them choose to establish their 
nests, while^ others prefer reeds and rushes. Some confide 
their progeny to the hollows of walk, rocks,> and trees. 
Some of the r^uU nestle oa the ground, and give to their 
nest the form of a little ov^. The usual number of eggs 
among the xnajcgity is from four to five ^ a few of the regtUi 
lay from six to eight 
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The nomenclature of these birds> in various authors, pre- 
sents a chaos, which we may say, we trust, without profane* 
ness, would almost require the voice of a Deity to reduce to 
order — a confused, imdigested accumulation, where we may 
well say, 

^ Nulli sua forma manebat* 

Obstabatque aiiis aliud." 

It is most surprising that this should be the case with 
European birds, familiar to every obsen’er, yet such is the 
fact. Authors have separated what they should have united, 
and united what they should have separated. The figures, 
too, given of these birds have, for the most part, contributed 
to increase the embarrassment. They have l>een either 
defective, or if correct, not in accordance either with text, or 
svnonime. Linnauis, the gnind guide of ahnost all natunilists, 
has sometimes occasioned mistakes, by indicating specific 
characters incompletely, or in a manner which rendered them 
susceptible of application to different sjx?cies. Brisson has 
described very well such species as he had seen, but has not 
been equally happy in the use of synonimes. Biiffbn, who 
flattered himself that he had thrt>wn some light on this 
subject, lias only proved how contagious is error when 
sup|K)rted by an eminent name. His mistakes, re|K*ated by 
other naturalists, have passed with the great majority for 
incontestible truths. It is easy, however, to perceive, that 
in his illuminated plates, many figures of warblers of Europe 
are far from being in accordance with the text : so little so, 
indeed, that one cannot lie]}> believing that he did not always 
compare his descriptions \vith the figures. Even his history 
of many species is wanting in exactitude. He often attributes 
to one bird, the manner^, the song, the nest, and the eggs of 
another. Subsequent naturalists have much increased this 
confusion, by the erroneous citations of synonimes, and 
specific periphrases, by no means analogous. 
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Our business^ here, however, is not with classification or 
specific description ; we shall, therefore, confine ourselves to 
the notice of the more distinguished species in whose natural 
history there is any thing remarkable or interesting to 
record. 

We shall begin with that well known bird, the Red^ea^t 
( Sylvia ruhecula J. 

It is found all over Europe, from Spain and Italy, to 
Sweden. It inhabits this country at all seasons, but seems 
more numerous in winter, as it then approaches the habita> 
tions of man. In France, the red-breasts are more numerous 
in Lorraine and Burgundy than elsewhere. They are very 
much sought after there, and their flesh acquires an exquisite 
fat, which renders it a very delicate meat, and which is 
doubtless owing to the abundance of fruits and tender berries, 
which constitute the principal nutriment of all the insec- 
tivorous birds in autumn. It is not so in the other provinces, 
and accordingly its flesh is little esteemed there. Of the 
birds of this species some do not quit their native country, 
while others, and those constitute the greatest number, 
prepare for their departure at the epoch when the red colour 
commences to appear in the breast of the young, whose 
plumage, during the moulting, presents an agreeable variety, 
from the mixture of the tints of infancy, and the colours of 
more advanced age. 

In all seasons the red-breast preserves its solitary character. 
It voyages alone, while on such occasions almost all other 
birds seek the society of their species, and unite in flocks 
more or less numerous. In fine weather, the most shady 
woods and groves, and humid places, constitute its favourite 
sojourn. They seem to possess so much attraction for it, 
that it appears to quit them wdth regret when the frost 
destroys its sources of subsistence. It is only then that it 
approaches habitations, and remains in hedges, gardens, and 
orchards, and enlivens such places, when all other birds are 

VOL. VII. c 
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silent, by a song which is far from disagre^ble. The more 
rigorous the season grows, the more familiar this bird 
becomes ; and when the snow deprites it of all nourishment 
abroad, or renders it difficult to be procured, it comes into 
houses, to seek the crumbs from the table, fibres of meat, 
and A'arious grains, for at this period it is omnivorous. It 
exhibits so much desire to enter the houses, that if every 
avenue is closed, it will strike at the windows writh its bill for 
admission, w*bich is always wrillingly granted. It soon grows 
so familiar that it will remain there the whole winter, if 
undisturbed, without showing the slightest inclination to 
depart. On the approach of spring, it will give the same 
signal, to indicate its desire of returning into its solitude. 

The red-breast which remains in the forest becomes the 
companion of the woodman, warms itself at his fire, picks his 
bread, and never ceases the entire day to flutter around him. 
It always shows an affection for man, and seems to delight in 
his company. It follows or precedes travellers in the forests, 
and that for a very long time. Less wild than other birds, 
it will suffer itself to be approached so nearly, as to make one 
imagine that it can be caught with the hand, but as soon as 
it is within reach, it hops on further, w here it remains for the 
purpose of again remoWng in the same manner. 

In spring, when the red-breasts which migrate return, 
they are seen in greater numbers in orchards and gardens, 
though but for a short time : they soon hasten to the distant 
woods to enjoy the sweets of solitude and love, beneath tlie 
embow ering foliage. Forests of great extent, especially such 
as are provided with springs of living water, are the haunts 
which they prefer, and where they are found in the greatest 
numbers. 

Of all birds, the red-breast is one of the earliest, its song 
being heard from the dawn of day. It is also the last which 
is seen to flutter after the setting of the sun. Its song, com- 
posed of light, delicate, and tender sounds, is but a chirp- 
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ing, during the winter season. , But at the time of repro> 
Auction, it receives its full extent, is terminated by louder 
piodulations, and interspersed with soft and touching tones. 
It has different cries, one which is heard afar, especially in 
the morning and evening, and when it is moved by any new 
object. This is loud and abrupt; the other is a sort of 
chirp which seems to be a note of call, for it is sufficient to 
imitate it by sucking the finger, to assemble all the red- 
breasts in the neighbourhood. 

This lover of solitude chooses obscure places, in which to 
build its nest. It conceals it more or less near to the earth, 
in the roots of trees, in tufts of ivy, or in very thick bushes. 
It is composed externally of moss, mingled with hair and 
oak leaves, and furnished within with the hair of cattle and 
feathers. There are some red-breasts, says Willoughby, 
which, after constructing this nest, cover it with accumulated 
leaves, and under this mass leave a narrow oblique entrance, 
which they stop up with a leaf on going out. From five to 
seven whitish eggs, spotted with reddish, constitute the lay. 
The male covers them in the middle of the day, while the 
female goes in search of food. Like the nightingale, the 
male red-breast will suffer no other bird of its own species in 
the particular district which it has adopted. It pursues it 
violently the moment it appears, and soon forces it to retire. 
The female has two or three broods during the year, and the 
young ones are fed with worms and insects, which the parents 
hunt with mucli dexterity. Taken adult in the after season, 
the red-breast may be easily retained in captivity, and will 
sing for some time after the loss of liberty. It may be 
preserved, by giving it the same food as the nightingale 
receives. 

In the back season, this bird joins to its natural insecti- 
vorous regimen, tender berries and fruits of different kinds. 
Its flesh is then delicate, and in estimation. 

The Blue^throated Warbler ( Syhna Sueeica J has a similar 
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mode of living, and the same familiarity as the red-breast, 
but differs in some of its habits from that bird. The latter, 
during summer, seeks for solitude in the depths of the forest, 
but the blue-throat condnes itself to their borders, seeks 
marshes, humid places, osieries, and even reeds. After the 
fine season it quits them, and, previously to its departure, 
visits hedges and gardens, vrhere it may be taken without 
much difficulty. These birds, like the red-breasts, are not 
encountered in flocks, and rarely more than two are ever 
seen together. Towards the end of summer, they frequent 
cultivated flelds, and especially fields of pease, whither they 
are no doubt attracted by the numerous insects which are 
found there. But in autumn, when they voyage to the 
south, they eat various berries. ^V^len this bird is on the 
ground, it carries its tail elevated. 

This species is much less numerous than the red-breasts 
every where. 

It places its nest commonly on willows, briars, and other 
shrubs which grow on humid places, and constructs it of 
grass, interlaced at the origin of the boughs or brandies. 

We now come to that most celebrated of birds, in Ixith 
ancient and modem times, the Nightimfale ( Syiria Lusciuia ). 

This species appertains to the old world. It inhabits 
Europe from Italy atul Spain, as far as Swetlen, and is also 
found in Siberia and a part of Asia. We are also informecl 
that it has been seen in China and Japan ; but there are 
some countries in which it delights more than others. There 
are some where it does not even remain. 

The nightingales quit the temperate countries of Europe* 
in autumn. As there was no certainty of any being found in 
Africa, it was imagined that they retired into Asia. But at 
present, it is known that those of Europe do take refuge in 
Africa, to pass the winter. Sonnini informs us that there 
are nightingales in the most eastern part of that great conti- 
nent, and that in autumn, they arrive in Lower Egypt. This 
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traveller has seen several during the winter, on the fresh and 
smiling plains of the Delta, and has also witnessed their 
passage in the islands of the Archipelago. In some parts 
of Asia Minor, particularly Natolia, the nightingale is com- 
mon, and never quits the forests or woods which it has 
chosen for its abode. During their passage through the 
islands of the Levant, and their sojourn in climates which are 
foreign to them, as they are not employed in the repro- 
duction of their species, these delightful songsters never pour 
forth their enchanting melody. There seems no doubt but 
that some of them retire into Barbary, as they are found in 
greater numbers in the countries bordering on the Mediter- 
ranean, at that time than at any other. They are to be seen 
there, when they have totally disappeared from our more 
northern climates, and nearly a month sooner than they re- 
appear in the north. They advance thither only in propor- 
tion as the cold relaxes : they set out and return with the 
common warblers, the fig-eaters, the becaficos, and other 
insectivorous birds. So powerful is the instinct of migration 
in the nightingale, that those which are retained in captivity 
are observed to be particularly agitated, especially during 
the night, at the usual periods when the species migrate. 
These birds change places, not only to avoid the cold, but 
also to seek out the countries in which they can procure a 
suitable aliment. 

The nightingale, naturally timid and solitary, migrates, 
arrives, and departs alone. It appears in England in the 
middle of April, or at farthest in the beginning of May. In 
France, a little sooner. It remains at first among the hedges 
which border cultivated lands and gardens, where it finds a 
more abundant nutriment. But it remains there but for a 
short time, for as soon as the forests begin to be covered with 
verdure, it iretires into the woods and thickets where it de- 
lights in the thick foliage. The shelter of a hill-side, the 
neighbourhood of some purling stream, the proximity of an 
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echa» are the haunts which it usually prefers. The male has 
always two or three favourite trees, on which it delights to 
sing, and seldom will it give any where else to its voice all the 
compass of which it is ca|>able. TJie one it most particularly 
prefers is that which is nearest to the nest, on which it ever 
keeps a watchful eye. Once mated, it will never sufiiar any 
of its own species to approach the district which it has chosen, 
the extent of which depends on the greater or less abundance 
of nutriment which it affords for the subsistence of the family. 
We find that where food is abundant, the distance between 
the nests is considerably less. Jealousy, however, has some- 
thing to do with tile extent of their mutual distance, for the 
males fight outrageously for the choice of a companion. These 
combats are frequently reiterated at the period of the arrival 
of the nightingales. It is a common opinion that the females 
are much less numerous in tills species, but this may partly 
arise, as Dr. Latliam well obser^^es, from the males migrating 
sooner tlian die females, in consequence of which more of them 
are caught at such periods. 

They commence the construction of their nests about the 
beginning of May. Coarse weeds and dried oak leaves are 
employed in great quantities without. Horse-hair, litde roots, 
and cow's hair furnish the inside. The whole is bound toge- 
tlier, hut in so fragile a manner that as soon as the nest is 
displaced the whole edifice crumbles to pieces. It is usually 
constructed near the ground, in brush-wood, at the foot of a 
hedge, &c. or on the lowest branches of some tufted shrub. 
The eggs are four or five in number, and of a greenish brow n. 
It is said that the male does not partake the incubation, which 
would be an exception to the established order among insecti- 
vorous birds, all of w'hich relieve their females in this care 
towards the middle of tlie day. Snch a supposed exception, 
however, demands, liefore it can be admitted, the best authen- 
ticated obser^^ations, confirmatory of its existence. 

It is also reported that the female quits the nest but once 
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in the four-shd-twenty hoim to take food ; thia would be 
a long time for a bird^to fast that feeds on insects: but the 
truth is, that the male supplies her with food hi the course of 
tbe d^. As soon as the young have broken the shell, both 
parents take equal care of them, but they do not dtagorgelbe 
food for them, like canaries. In this point they do not differ 
from the other insectivorous birds, for, like them, diey have 
no crop. They fill their beak, as far as the cesophagus, with 
small worms, naked caterpillars, anfs eggs, and those of other 
insects, which they distribute equally to the young. When 
the food is abundant near the nest, they content themselves 
with carrying it at the end of their beak, as they do when 
tihey bring up their young in aviaries. The little ones have 
the body covered with feathers in less than fifteen days, and 
quit the nest before they are able to fly. They then are ob* 
served to follow their parents, jumping from branch tolnanch. 
As soon as they can flutter, the male takes care of the rest 
of their education, while the female is occupied in construct* 
ing a new nest for the second brood ; she has generally two in 
the year, seldom three, at least in our part of the world, ex- 
cept the first has been destroyed, which often occurs, after 
the placing of the nest. 

After the birth of the first brood the nightingale ceases to 
sing, and is seldom heard during the second hatching, how- 
ever late it may take place. But it often utters a piercing 
cry, especially in the evening, which is heard at a great dis- 
tance, and a kind of low, hoarse, croaking, which the father 
and mother repeat incessantly, whenever the nest is approach- 
ed. These are cries of inquietude and alarm, which far from 
proving a security, serve only to reveal the place of conceal- 
ment, and expose the young to danger ; still, at this signal, 
the young family remains motionless, squats down on the 
branches, or conceals itself in the bushes, and especially pre- 
serves a most profound silence. 

Towards the end of August, or even sooner, if their 
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habitual nourishment grows rare in the woods, they quit 
them, both young and old, to approach green hedges, lands 
newlv ploiiglietl, and gardens where it is more abundant, 
and they then unite to it tender l>eiTies and fruits. Their 
flesh then gn>ws fat and delicate, and is much esteemed in 
Mime places, especially in Gascony in France. But neither 
there nor elsewhere, are they fattened for table as some 
naturalists have asserted. 

The nightingale, has, of all other birds, a %'oice of the 
greatest harmony, variety, and compass. Even the inocrking 
thrush, which some have set far above it, has been universally 
pronounced by aill, who have heard both bird.s, to be much 
inferior, to hold at least but the second rank, among the 
feathered songsters- The nightingale unites the talents of 
all tlie singing birds, and succeetls in every style ; sixteen 
different burdens may be reckoned in its song, well deter- 
mined by the first and last notes. It can sustain the song 
uninterrupted during twenty seconds, and the sphere which 
its voice can fill is at least a mile in diameter. Song ’ 
jxruliarly the attribute of this sjx^cies, that even the fen^Alt* 
jKr>sc*ssiS it, less strong and varied, it is true, than that of the 
male, but as to the rest cntirt*ly resembling it ; even in its 
dreaming i^eep the nightingale warbles. What jK^culiarly 
constitutes the charm of this bird is, that it never re|x*ats 
itself, like other birds ; it creates at each burden, or passage, 
and even if it ever resumes the same, it is always with new 
accents and addetl emlxllishments. In calm weather, in the 
fine nights of spring, when its voice is heard alone, un- 
disturlx?d by any other sound, nothing can lx* more ravishing 
and delightful ; then it developes, in their utmost [>Ienitude, 
all the resources of its inoom|)arable organ ; but from the 
setting in of the summer solstice, it grows mure sparing of 
its song, it is seldom heaixl, and when it is, there is neither 
animation nor constancy in its tones. In a few days, at this 
time, the song altogether ct^ases, aiul we hear noUiing but 
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hoarse cries and a croaking sotmd, in which we would in 
vain endeavour to recognize the melodious Philomda* 

It has long been an object of desire to find the means of en> 
joying the song of this bird ; but to preserve to its voice the 
charm which in the free bird disappears with the season 
of love, it is necessary to retain it in captivity. Great 
patience, attention and care, are necessary in the manage- 
ment of the nightingale, far more than in that of other birds, 
for it is a captive of a temper very difficult to manage, which 
renders the desired service only in proportion as it is well 
treated. 

Nightingales are procured in three ways : in the nest, in 
autumn, or in spring, on their arrival. To find the nest of a 
nightingale, where there are young ones, it is necessary to 
go in the morning at sun-rise, and in the evening at sun-set, 
near the place where the male has been heard to sing, which 
is generally at no great distance from the nest ; it is neces- 
to remain quiet, without making the least noise. The 
..rS-ances and exits of the father and mother, and the cries 
of the young will assuredly indicate the proper place. They 
should not be taken from the nest until they are well covered 
with feathers ; those of the first brood are preferable, they 
are always more vigorous and will sing sooner ; iJesides, the 
moulting, which generally causes some of them to perish, 
will then come on in the warm weather, when they are 
better able to support it. They should be put with the nest 
and some moss in a basket, with an open work lid, and which 
during the night should be covered with some warm stuff. 
C#e must especially be taken that they do not get out of 
the basket after receiving their food, as they may catch the 
gout, which in them is an incurable malady. They must be 
kept very clean in this basket, until they are able to sustain 
themselves well upon their limbs ; they then are put into a 
cage, the bottom of which is furnished with moss. It is 
neces^y to be particularly careful in the proper proportion- 
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ing of their food» for they Jire so delioste that the slightest 
excess will destroy them ; no regard should be paid to their 
reiterated demands for food^ for they open the bill every 
instant, whether one approaches them or touches the nesL 
To succeed properly with them, the following taytbm dhoold 
be strictly adhered to. 

They should receive their first bilUfull, half an hour after 
sun-rise, the second an hour after, and so on from hour to 
hour, tmtil the last, which is towards the setting of the sun. 
After which they must be refused, although they demand 
food ; but the last aUowance should be a little more than the 
jireceding on account of the night. They should be fed with 
a small wooden skewer, very smooth, rather slender at the 
end, and about the breadth of one's little finger. After 
three weeks or more, they will eat of themselves, and the 
males begin to warble; they are then separated, and put 
into different cages, for these birds are fond of living 
alone. 

As these birds are very delicate, the attempt to bring 
tiiem up in the manner we have described is not always suc- 
cessful ; on which account, if it lx* p>i4sible, they should be 
tended by the father and mother. These may lx? easily caught 
by lajing nets near the nest, which nets are furnished with the 
lava of an insect, which abounds in flour, the meal worm 
(tenebrio molitor). As soon as they are taken, tliey are 
put with the nest and the young ones into a closet, where 
very little light is permitted to enter ; three delft pots not 
very deep are provided for them to eat and drink out of ; in 
one of these is water, in the other sixty or seventy of tihe 
above-mentiaiied worms, and in the third the usual aliment 
given to them, (which we shall explain by and by,) to which 
are joined the eggs of ants. It is necessary to familiarize 
them with their new dmnicile ; branches covered with leaves 
should be put into it, and the floor ifiread with moss ; trees 

mm laurels, kc^ are still better, as 
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these wtU then he no neceiaity to enter the place end dieturb 
the birds for the purpiee of hanging die verdure. By 
maiuiging in this manner, those who bring up these birds will 
soon have the satisfEu^tion seeing the lather and mother 
take the food which is provided, and give it to the young. 
These birds have so much affection for their young, that th^ 
speedily forget the loss of liberty, lavish on them the same 
care which they do in the woods, and exhibit for them the 
same solicitude ; they also utter those cries of alarm, when 
any thing occurs to annoy them, on which signal the young 
conceal themselves in the moss and foliage. 

Those who are desirous of making them nestle the fol- 
lowing spring, preserve the old ones, and either put them 
into separate cages, or give the female and the young of her 
sex their liberty. The females are easily recognised by their 
silence, and on the contrary, the young males commence their 
song as soon ns they are able to eat alone. A young one, 
which a month after this, does not warble, may to a certainty 
be pronounced a female. 

The young ones may receive such instruction as their 
owners may think proper, but the best is that given by the 
old nightingale, and he that has the best voice should be 
chosen, for all do not sing equally well. In proportion as 
the young male advances in age, his voice is formed by 
degrees, and is in its full power towards the end of December. 
It will easily learn different airs, whistled by the mouth, or 
played on the flageolet, if it be made to hear them constantly 
for some months. It can even be taught, it is said, to sing 
alternately with a chorus, to repeat the couplets, and to 
speak ; but it is necessary in this case, to sacrifice its natural 
song, which is lost altogether, or greatly injured by these 
foreign acquisitions. This is often a very just source of 
regtet, for as variety constitutes its principal charm, this 
gives place to a monotony, which in the long run becomes 
tiresome. Another inconvenience which frequently occurs, 
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that it forgets a portion of its native notes, and acquires 
only a part of the foreign, from which results an interrupted 
and imperfect song. 

Still if it be deemed necessary to teach it some airs, the 
mode is this : as soon as it commeuces to warble, it must be 
placed in a cage covered with green serge, which is put into 
a chamber entirely remote from the hearing of every other 
bird. It must also be free from disturbance of every kind, 
no one must enter except the person w ho has charge of the 
bird, for tlic utmost tranquillity is indispensably necessary. 
His cage, during the first eight days, is fastened near the 
window, after which it is gradually removed thence into the 
darkest part# of the room, where the bird should remain 
during the whole period of tuition. Six lessons a day will 
suffice ; two in the morning, two in the middle of the day, 
and two in the evening ; those in the moniing and evening 
should be the longest, for then the bird is most attentive. 
The air designed to be taught, should lx? rc}>eated ten times 
at each lesson ; the bird will be able to execute two airs with 
facility, but if more are attempted to be taught, it wdll 
generally confound them, and kiio>v nothing perfectly. 

A deep toned flageolet is the l>est instrument for teaching 
the nightingale by. The instructor loo, must not abandon 
his pupil, bexmuse he hears it warble on in the usual manner, 
and appear to derive no profit from his lessons. This 
will often be the case after the moulting, and even during 
the entire winter, and yet the bird w ill repeat the airs which 
it has heard, in the commencement of spring. Among tlic 
young birds so brought up, some will sing during the night, 
but the major part commence in the morning, more or less 
early according to the season. 

The nightingale taken adult, may be made to sing, if 
prc^perly treated, if its prison be made as much as possible 
like its native woods, freed from intrusion, and secured 
against cold. It should also receive an abundant and 
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agreeable nutriment. On these conditions it will begin to 
sing about the end of eight days, and even sooner, it it be 
not yet mated, that is, before the 25th of Ajnil, otherwise it 
generally dies in consequence of the loss of the female ; if 
taken after the 15th of May, it will not sing at all. 

The race which our author notices, of a larger size, in the 
eastern parts of Europe {SyL Philomela^ Meyer), differs from 
the comnnkon nightingale, not only in dimensions, but in depth 
of colour, and extent of voice. The latter is so powerful, 
that the bird can hardly be kept in a room ; it sings more 
slowly than the other, and its style is altogether inferior. It 
cah be heard at a much greater distance than the common 
nightingale, particularly at night. 

The nightingale though a timid and solitary bird, is 
capable, in the long run, of an attachment to the person who 
tends it. Some have been known to die of regret at the 
change of masters, and others ha\nng been left free to fly 
into the woods, have voluntarily returned to their captivity. 
It is very certain that the bird does not like change. It 
grows sad, unquiet, and ceases to sing, if transported from 
one situation to another, or even if it clianges place in the 
same apartment ; therefore, not to interrupt its song, it should 
remain in the same spot durii>g the whole season. 

Nightingales which are kept in cages, have a habit of 
bathing themselves after they have sung ; they should there- 
fore be provided every day with fresh water. This bird, when 
not tamed, grows desperate at the sight of any strange object ; 
it would infallibly perish, if placed, like other birds, in a cage 
open to the light on all sides ; it would dash itself against 
the bars until it was killed. But when the light is excluded, 
it remains quiet, and consoles itself by singing and eating. 

These birds have naturally but two seasons for singing, 
May and December. But in a state of captivity this order 
may be changed; for this purpose, the old male is put 
in a {proper cage, and shut up in a closet rendered obscure 



CLASS AVES. 


es 

by d^ieea ; it is kept there until the end of May, W Ac 
light is .g«duaUv restored, m it was withdrawn ; this pr^ 
duces on the bi^d the effects of spring, and it will nag in 
June. The same experiment may Aen be tried with nnoAer 
bird, and so cm to the end of Noverabo*. Thus wiA two 
■7»al«a, a person may always enjoy the tong of one, while the 
Other is silent ; but care must be taken, that one shall never 
hear the song of the other, and that during the winter the 
cold be carefully excluded. Some deprive the nightingale of 
sight, for the purpose of making it sing almost continually ; 
but we shall spare our readers the details of this barbarous 
and disgraceful operation. 

Notwithstanding the great obstacle presented by the love 
of liberty, which is stronger in these birds than abnost any 
others, the means have been found to make them nestle in 
their prison, and rear their offspring. The best for this pur- 
pose, are those which have been caught the preceding spring, 
and made to bring up their young : the male and female 
should have been kept in separate cages during the winter, 
and then placed togetlier (in their cages) in an apartment 
destined to the desired object, that they may grow accus- 
tomed to each other by degrees. They should be suffered to 
come out of their cages from time to time. This alliance will 
be all the better, the more it is owing to nature, for the 
attempt to pair them by force is rarely successful. At the 
commencement of April their cages are left continually open. 
They are then furnished wiUi such materials as they are in 
the habit of employing for their nests : such as oak-leaves, 
moss, hair, &c. Four fagots of dry and small wood are 
placed in a comer of the chamber, near the window, one 
against the other, connected together but loosely, and fixed 
by the gross end. They are furnished witli oak leaves on 
the top, sides, and between the branches, leaving no opening 
to facilitate an entrance except one, through which the hand 
can be passed. There is placed there, moreover, a little 
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bucket of wood, about two indiai deep and Ibfee feet in 
diameteri^ and filled, with earth; and a vase about an inch in 
depth and filled with water, ao that the birds can bathe ; this 
must be renewed every day ; but the vase 'should be With* 
drawn when the female hatches. This nest should be exposed 
to a southern aspect, but very dose and guarded against the 
north wind; some curiosi procure themselves a more agree*’ 
able enjoyment, by placing the couple in a large aviary, 
planted with yews, lilacs, &c., or rather in die comer of a 
garden furnished with these trees, and converted into mi 
aviary by being surrounded with nets. This is the most 
favourable and certain method. It has been many times ob* 
served, that the fath^ and mother may be let go with perfect 
security as long as the young ones are not idile to fly ; there 
is no danger of losing them then. It is only necessary, for 
the first few days, not to let them both go out at once, but to 
free the male first, alone, then the female alone, and then 
both together. But the aperture through which they go out 
and return, must be near the nest. They will take advantage 
of this liberty to catch many insects which cannot be pro> 
cured for them, and which are very necessary to the rearing 
of their young. It is necessary to avoid entering frequently 
into the aviary, while the parents have this liberty, and to 
take especial care that no dog or cat approach, which would 
be sufficient to make the birds abandon it directly. 

There is no .man who would not desire to possess, in a 
garden ornamented with groves, a bird of such extensive, 
various, and melodious powers of voice, as the nightingale. 
The means of . fixing this charming musician near one^^s dwel- 
ling are these : when the little ones have been for about eight 
days out of the sheU; the father and mother must be taken 
with nets, as we mentioned before, when the dbjeot was to 
make them rear the young. They must be taken very early 
in the morning, which may be done in about one hour ; as 
soon as they/arexaught, they are shut up separately, each in 
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a silk bag ; after which the nest is removed, without touching 
the young, all the branches iijx>n which it is placed being 
removed with it. If it is on a shrub, that should be taken 
away altogether ; the whole is transjK>rted to the destined 
s}K>t, and placed in a situation the most similar to that in 
wliich the nest was found ; then the male is put into one 
cage, and the female into another. These cages must be 
c-overed with green serge, tolerably thick, with a door in 
front, arranged so that it can be opened from a distance by a 
packthread attached to it. The nest being fixed, the cages 
are placed one on each side, at a distance of from twenty-five 
to thiity paces, so that the young ones shall be nearly in the 
same line, and between both. The doors should face them. 
All being thus prepared, the young should he suffered to cry 
for a certain time until their note of ap})eal is completely 
heard, both by father and Mu»ther; then the cage of the 
female siiould be oj>ened, the f>crson who dex.'s so, not show- 
ing himself ; when she has flown forth, the cage of the male 
should be opened ; the movements of nature will carry them 
directly to the place where they have heard llieir little ones 
cry; they will adiiiini>ter ftxal to them, and continue the 
same cares until they are hn>»ight up. The young family 
will, it is jK>sitively asserted, rc‘liini thither the Aillowdng vear, 
and [jeople the adjoining groves ; for they are in tlie habit of 
returning every year into the places in w liicfi they have Ixfen 
reared, if they find abundant milrimenl and projxrr accom> 
modatiems for nestling. If this W not the case, all the labour 
we Imve described will be thrown away. 

It is necessary to say a few words, in conclusion, on the 
food proper for the nightingale in a state of captivity. 

This bird, being naturally voracious wdll accommodate 
itself to aliment of every description, provided it beinteniiixeit 
with meat. Some ]>euple feed their nightingales with equal 
parts of bruised hemp-seed, crumbs of bread, parsley and 
bcnled berf, all hashed small and mixed together ; others use 
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the heart of beef or muttmi in the aame way^ with mne fari- 
naceous appendage. These mixtures agree very well with the 
bird, but must be made fresh ever^ day, as otherwise the meat 
speedily corrupts, disgusts the bird, and makes it lean and 
silent. Pastes, however, can be composed for it, that will 
keep for years, and preserve the bird in excellent health. 

The first is made with two poimds of rolled beef, a pound 
of grey peas, a pound of sweet almonds, an ounce and a 
half of saffron, in powder, and twelve fresh eggs. The 
peas must be poimded and sifted ; the almonds peeled 
in hot water, and pounded as fine as possible ; the beef 
should be hashed exceedingly fine, and cleansed carefully 
from skin, fat, and fibres; the safiron infused in half a 
goblet of boiling water ; all being thus disposed, the eggs 
are taken and broken in a plate, and then all these ingre- 
dients are successively mixed, finishing with the safiron. 
Round cakes are then formed of it, about the thickness of one’s 
finger, which are dried in the oven, after the bread is with- 
drawn, or in a large baking pan, rubbed with fresh butter, 
and placed at a very gentle fire ; these cakes are sufiiciently 
dressed, when they have acquired the consistence of new- 
made biscuits. They ai'e broken and crumbled in the hand 
for the use of the bird. 


The second paste is made like the first, but with half-a- 
pound of poppy seeds in addition, as much of roasted millet, 
two ounces of flour, a pound of white honey, and two or three 
ounces of fresh butter. The peas and the millet are pul- 
verized and sifted ; the poppy seeds well pounded, as also 
the sweet almonds ; these each, indeed, sliould be reduced 
into a perfect paste, as otherwise the bird cannot digest 
them. There should be no lumps left ; the meat should be 
prepared as for the first paste, then the eggs should be broken, 
the yolks of which, alone, should be put into an earthen 
plate, adding the honey and saffron ; when these ingredients 
are well mixed, the meat, sweet almonds, and flour are 
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a silk ba^ ; after which the nest is removed, without touching 
the young, all the branches upon which it is placed being 
removed with it. If it is on a shrub, that should be taken 
away altogether; the whole is transported to the destined 
spot, and placed in a situation the most similar to that in 
which the nest was found ; tlien the male is put into one 
cage, and the female into another. These cages must be 
covered with green serge, tolerably thick, with a door in 
front, arranged so that it can be opened from a distance by a 
packthread attached to it. The nest being fixed, the cages 
are placed one on each side, at a distance of from twenty-five 
to thiity paces, so that the young ones shall be nearly in the 
same line, and between both. The doors should face them. 
All being thus prepared, the young should be suffered to cry 
for a certain time until their note of appeal is completely 
heard, both by father and mother ; then the cage of the 
female should be oj^ened, the person who does so, not show- 
ing himself ; when she has flown fortli, the cage of the male 
should be opened ; the movements of nature %vin carry them 
directly to the place wlicre tliey have heard tlicir little ones 
cry; they will administer food to them, and continue the 
same cares until they are brought up. The young family 
will, it is jKJsitively asserted, return thither the following year, 
and people the adjoining groves ; for they are in the habit of 
returning every year into the places in which they have l>een 
reared, if they find abundant nutriment and proper accom- 
modations for nestling. If this be not the case, all the labour 
we have described will be thrown away. 

It is necessary to say a few w’ords, in conclusion, on the 
food proper for the nightingale in a .state of captivity. 

This bird, being naturally voracious will accommodate 
itself to aliment of every dewrriptioii, provided it be intermixed 
with meat. Some people feed their nightingales with equal 
parts of bruised hemp-seed, crumbs of bread, parsley and 
boiled beef, all hashed small and mixed together ; others use 
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the heart of beef or muthm in the aame way^ with some fari- 
naceous appendage. These mixtures agree very well with the 
bird^ but must be made A*esh every^ day, as otherwise the meat 
speedily corrupts, disgusts the bird, and makes it lean and 
silent. Pastes, however, can be composed for it, that will 
keep for years, and preserve the bird in excellent health. 

The first is made with two pounds of rolled beef, a pound 
of grey peas, a pound of sweet almonds, an ounce and a 
half of saffron, in powder, and twelve fresh eggs. The 
peas must l>e pounded and sifted ; the almonds peeled 
in hot water, and pounded as fine as possible ; the beef 
should be hashed exceedingly fine, and cleansed carefully 
from skin, fat, and fibres; the saffron infused in half a 
goblet of boiling water ; all being thus disposed, the eggs 
are taken and broken in a plate, and then all these ingre- 
dients are successively mixed, finishing with the saffron. 
Round cakes are then formed of it, about the thickness of one's 
finger, which arc dried in the oven, after the bread is with- 
drawn, or in a large baking pan, rubbed wdth fresh butter, 
and placed at a very gentle fire ; these cakes are sufficiently 
dressed, when they have acquii-ed the consistence of new- 
made biscuits. They are broken and crumbled in the hand 
for the use of the bird. 

The second paste is made like the first, but with half-a- 
pound of poppy seeds in addition, as much of roasted millet, 
two ounces of flour, a pound of white honey, and two or three 
ounces of fresh butter. The peas and the millet are pul- 
verized and sifted ; the poppy seeds well pounded, as also 
the sweet almonds ; these each, indeed, sliould be reduced 
into a perfect paste, as otherwise the bird cannot digest 
them. There should be no lumps left ; the meat should be 
prepared as for the first paste, then the eggs should be broken, 
the yolks of which, alone, should be put into an earthen 
plate, adding the honey and saffron ; when these ingredients 
are well mixed, the meat, sweet almonds, and flour are 
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successively incorporated, stirring the whole well with a 
wcxxlen spatula, so as to make a sort of soup of even con- 
sistence and without lumps; then the whole is poured into 
aiu»ther large dish of japanned earthenware, the bottom of 
which must be greased ^nth butter, and placed upon a very 
mild fire, stirring it continually to prevent the paste from 
attaching. This process must be continued until it is quite 
done, which will be known by its no longer sticking to the 
fingers. It is then taken from the fire and left to cool, 
completely, in the dish ; after which, it is put into a box of 
w hite iron, covered w ith its lid, and kept in a dry place for use. 

This paste is difficult to prepare, and its goodness depends 
upon the exact degree to which it is dried, and which is 
very much a matter of chance. Wlien too dr\', it loses its 
substance, and it is often necessary to join sheep's heart to 
it to keep the nightingales ing(x>d condition. If, on the con- 
trary, it l^e not sufficiently dry, it will corrupt, and must be 
immediately used. 

These two preparations are very proper for the nightin- 
gale, l>ecause they are stimulating, and, it is said, excite the 
bird to sing. Perfumes are .said to have a similar effect. 
But these pastes are improper for the generality of the 
warblers, and other small birds with slender bills. For the 
first few months they agree with them extremely well, and 
the birds grow fat upon the regimen : in the end tliey dry 
them up, and produce consumption. 

A provision of the larvae of the teiieltrio rnoliUtr^ or meal- 
worm, formerly mentioned, should always be kept for the use of 
the nightingale. They constitute a strengthening fexx! for the 
bird, during the season in which it sings; they should be laid 
in during summer, as they are difficult to be got in the 
commencement of spring. They are preserved in pots of 
delft or varnished earthenware, very wide lx>ttomed, and 
fed on bran ; some"*pieces of cof k or rotten wood are thrown 
into vessel, into which the ini^ts retire, and where they 
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get fat very speedily. The pots should be of the ware above- 
mentioned, because these insects would soon escape^ if they 
were put into a box or vessel against which they could climb. 
For this reason, also, there should be two or three inches differ- 
ence between the bran and the edges of the opening. This pre- 
caution is indispensable, because they could otherwise escape, 
and also because being exceedingly voracious, they would 
destroy both books and furniture. The vessel should be 
kept in a dry plaee ; the bran must be renewed from time 
to time ; it is easy to observe when it is consumed, as it is 
then reduced to a sort of grey dust ; it should be sifted 
twice a year, and then renewed altogether, for otherwise it 
contracts a bad odour, and a humidity occasioned by the 
mixture of the excrements of these insects, which causes 
them to become emaciated and perish. 

To understand the symptoms of illness in the nightingale, 
it is necessary to be acquainted with the signs of its gocxi 
health : when in this latter state, it will sing frequently 
during the season, wliich is from December to the end of 
June. We must except, however, the first year of its cap- 
tivity, in which it is seldom heard before February. It will 
also frequently pick and cleanse its plumes, especially on 
the back. It wall evince much gaiety and alertness, stir- 
ring about in its cage, shaking its wings, &c. Finally, it 
will sleep on one foot, eat w’ell, and be particularly eager 
after the insects above mentioned. 

Such are the signs of health, but when the nightingale 
remains during the night bottom of its cage, it is a 

sign of illness, unless its toes should he embarrassed by the 
attachment of dung, which will happen, if proper attention 
be not paid to cleanliness. The dung will harden to such a 
degree, as to prevent the bird from remaining on the perch. 
In this case, he should be taken out by the hand, and his 
feet steeped in wann water, to cleanse them. He w ill also 
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find much difficulty in perching, if his claws are too long, 
but it will be sufficient to pare them from time to time. 

If the nightingale is attacked with an abscess on the 
crupper, it should be cut with the point of a scissars, pressed 
a little iiath the end of the finger, and the bird should 
receive some of the insects above mentioned, some wood- 
lice, and spiders. This malady may l>e avoided by purging 
the bird at times, especially in the month of March, with 
half a dozen of the latter. 

When, by dint of singing, the nightingale gets dried up 
and thin, poppy seed in the paste is excellent for tranquil- 
lizing, refreshing, and procuring sleep. Sheep's heart, with 
the skin, fibres, and veins removed, hashed very fine, and 
mixed >nth the paste, fattens it very quickly, as also do figs 
and elder berries. The jxippy seed should he omitted after 
the moulting, for then the bird grows exceedingly fat, and 
is exjxised to perish of the disc‘asc called molten grease. 

Constipation may be removed by four or five of the 
larvae of the tenebrio, or a large black spider, m Inch is most 
efficacious. 

For diarrhaea, which may be observctl by the dung 
being more liquid than usual, by the continued slmking of 
the tail, and bristling of the feathers, sheep's heart, prepared 
as above mentioned, is an excellent remedy. 

These birds are subject to the gout, particularly the young 
ones brouglit up by hand. Those which have it before they 
can eat alone, infallibly perish. As soon as they lx?gin to 
limp, it is loss of time to attemj^t to rear them. When the 
old ones taken in the net, are attacked, which rarely hajipens, 
it proceeds from the cage l>cing exposed to some wind, through 
crevices which the bird cannot avoid. It is then suffi- 
cient for the purposes of cure, to put it in some warm place. 
To prevent tliis malady, the bottom of the cage should Ik* 
furnished with moss and sand. Of all these complaints, oi' 
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which the bird in a state of freedom experiences nothing, the 
most dangerous is the falling sickness : it will immediately 
destroy it, if prompt assistance be not rendered. 

When the nightingales have swallowed any thing indi- 
gestible, they reject it in the form of pills, or little pellets, 
like the birds of prey. This is not a disease, but proceeds 
from their having no crop, only a single canal conducting to 
the stomach. 

It is necessary to examine the nightingale twice a year, to 
see if he be too fat, or too lean, for his external appearance is 
often deceitful. Sometimes he is ill, without appearing to be 
so ; and sometimes the reverse is the case, from derangement 
of the feathers. This examination should take place in the 
months of March and October. 

The River Nightingale {Tttrdus Jrundinaceve) was placed 
among the thrushes by former naturalists. Our author 
places it at the head of the warblers, which immediately 
follow' the nightingale. It inhabits marshes, the borders 
of ponds and rivers, generally remaining in reeds and 
hedges, from which it has received its scientific appellation. 
It climbs along reeds and willows of no great elevation, 
like the cree]>ers, and lives on the insects which it finds there. 
The male sings during the night, as well as day, in the season 
of re-production. Its song, and the habit of remaining in 
humid places, have obtained it the denomination of river 
nightingale. Its voice, however, though of considerable 
compass, has none of the charms of that of the songster of 
the w’oods. This bird accompanies its song with lively 
action, and a tremulous motion of the entire body- It flies 
heavily, clapping itp wings, places its nest on precipitous 
banks, and in places furnished with moss. It lays about 
five eggs, of a yellow’ish white, spotted with brow^i, tmd a 
little larger than those of a sparrow. It is abundant in the 
South of France, and is tjso found in the Nortli, but not so 
frequently. It inlxabits the Southern provinces of Russia, 
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and the islands at the mouth of the Vistula. It does not 
inhabit England ; it is found in Asia, for Sonnerat brought 
back an individual fmin the Philippine islands. 

’t'he Reed wren ( Mot. Artmdinacea ) is smaller than the 
last, but very analogous to it in form and habits. Thewe 
birds frecjuent tlie edges of rivers, lakes, and ponds, whOTe 
they remain in the reeds, and generally in those watered 
places where these plants crt>ss. They seize their stalks 
across \rith their toes, and traverse them jumping along. 
The male, during the day, and of calm nights, utters a song 
which may be expressed by the syllables trariy tran^ tran^ 
repeated a dozen or fifteen times running. The nest is found 
in the same places which the bird frequents, wdthin about a 
foot of the water. It is constructed of the same materials as 
that of the preceding species : leaves and little stalks of 
aquatic plants, constitute the l)ed, on which the female lays 
four or five greenlSh eggs, irregularly spotted with olive 
green ; these spots are confluent towards the large end. 
This nest is attached to several reeds, so that it is suspended 
in air. It is pretended, tluit by means of three or four loose 
rings, compoSled of moss and horse hair, it can be raised or 
lowered according to the height of the water. This assertion, 
however, is combated by many naturalists, who affirm that 
these nests, although suspended in this way, cannot be raised 
above two or three inches at most, the rings being stopped 
by the knots of the reeds : therefore if the increase of the 
water should be considerable, the nests will be submerged. 
It may be mentioned here, that the inhabitants of Lorraine 
judge of the height to w^hich tlie waters will airivc, by the 
elevation oj|4!ie nest of the river nightingale. 

The Spotted Warbler {Sylria Nasvid) is the smallest of the 
aquatic species. It is more frequent in this country than in 
France, remains usually in thick hedges, briars, and even reeds. 
The eggs of this species are of a puJe blue. 

The Blackcap {Sy^ia Atr§0pilla^ Lath.)5 Of all the 
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warblers, there is ^one so affectidnatc to its female as the 
male of this species. It ,^hews the same affection for its young, 
and its song is very agreeable and prolonged. It is of this 
bird that Buffon speaks, when he says, The warbler 

was the emblem of transitory love, as turtle 
was of fidelity ; nevertheless, this same warbler, lively anij|p 
g^y as it is, is not the less loving, or the less faithfully 
attached on that account ; nor is the turtle dove, in spite of 
its melancholy and plaintive character, the less a libertine. 
The male of the atricapilla lavishes on the female a thousand 
little cares during the time of incubation. It partakes of 
her solicitude for the little ones, which have just burst the 
shell, and does not quit her even after the education of the 
young, for its love appears to remain after its desires are 
satisfied.*^ 

Nothing can alter its tender affection, not even the loss of 
liberty, if it is deprived of it with its family. It will then 
feed the young and the female, even forcing the latter to eat, 
when the chagrin occasioned by captivity would lead her to 
refuse all sustenance. 

The males of this species arrive in the early days of April, 
but the females do not appear until towards the 15th. If, at 
this epoch, any return of cold should deprive them of insects, 
they will feed iqKHi the berries of the laurel^ the ivy, the 
privet, and the haw thorn. It is the same way with such of 
these birds as a late brood, or other accidents, compel to 
remain during the winter in our climates, which, however, is 
a circumstance of rare occurrence. 

Immediate arrival of the females, these birds 

employ themselves in the construction of the nesL The male 
seeks out the most favourable po^ition, and when nis choice is 
made, he appears to announce it to the female, by a sweeter 
and more tender song. It is almost alw ay# in the small bushes 
of eglantine and liawthorn, at an elevation of two or three 
feet from the ground, that|||he female fixes the nest. It is 
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small and not very deep, composed of dried plants without, 
and a deal of horsehair within. Four or five eggs are laid, 
marbled with a deep moronne, on a clearer groynd of the 
same colour. If the eggs are touched, the female will aban- 
don them, though not so sp^dily as the other warblers. The 
male relieves her, during the labour of incubation, front ten in 
the morning to four or five in the evening. The little ones 
are bom mthout down, covered with feathers in a few days, 
and quit the nest very soon, especially if they are disturbed : 
it is often enough only to approach them, to drive them away. 
They will then follow their parents, ho):)ping from branch to 
branch, and they all assemble in the evening to pass the night 
together. The whole family perch on one branch, the male 
at one end, and the female at the other, and the little ones in 
the middle, all closely pressed against each other. After the 
first brood these warblers will make a second, and sometimes 
more, if interrupted. 

The male of this species is in great request for the cage. 
Its song partakes something of that of the niglitingale, and its 
modulations, though not very extended, are agreeable, flex- 
ible, and varied, and its tones sprightly and clear. To this 
it adds an amiability of disposition, not at all common. It is 
most peculiarly affectionate to the person who has the care of 
it, and will call him in a particular tone. At his approach, 
its voice grows more expressive of affection. It will dart to- 
wards him, against the wires of its cage, as if to break through 
this obstacle, for the purpose of joining him, and by a con- 
tinual clapping of the wings, accompanied with little cries, it 
seems to express eagerness and recognition. Such is the pic- 
ture drawn of it by Olina, and it is of this warbler that Ma- 
demoiselle Descartes has said, 

N^en deplaise a mon oncle, elle a du sentiment.’' 

These birds are procured in various ways. The young 
ones taken towards the months of August and September are 



83 


ORDER PASSERES. .} 

generally preferred. Their song is said to have more melody, 
and a greater analogy with that of males in a state of freedom. 
To accustom them to the cage, the extremities of their wings 
are tied, and they receive the same aliment as the nightingale, 
with tender fruits, and even with apples and pears. When it 
is desired to bring up the young ones from the nest, they must 
be taken when half fledged, that is, about eight or nine days 
after their birth, and fed like the young nightingales. They 
must be kept extremely clean, on dry moss, regularly renewed 
twice a day. They may, moreover, receive a liquid paste, 
composed of yolk of egg, bruised hemp-seed, and crumbs of 
bread. When they can eat alone, parsley, hashed very fine, 
is added to this, and the whole receives a greater consistence. 
This diet, however, is sometimes apt to fatten them too rapid- 
ly, and thus occasion death. The hemp-seed has peculiarly 
this quality. This may be corrected, by giving them pears 
or apples, cut in two, figs, grapes, and other little fruits to 
which they are partial. During winter they must be kept in 
a warm place ; it is sufficiently so if their meat and drink be 
not frozen. It is said that their song may be improved, by 
placing them within hearing of the nightingale. At the 
epoch of migration, in autumn, these captured warblers are 
very much agitated during the night, especially at the full of 
the moon, which causes a great number of them to perish. 
This torment continues until November, after which they are 
tranquil until the same season the following year. This de- 
sire of voyaging does not quit them till after some years of 
captivity. 

They have been preserved in cage for ten years ; but the 
ordinary duration of their lives is from five to six. With 
care they may be brought to nestle in captivity. For this 
purpose they should be kept in a garden, and the aviary 
should be provided with evergreens. During winter they 
must be kept in an apartment. 

VOL. vix. 
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This warbler is common enough in Eurqpe, both south and 
north, but is rather rare in this country. 

The Orphcea^ or warbler proper, is found in almost all the 
temperate countries of Europe, inhabits gardens, and the 
borders of woods, and makes a nest in the bushes, in which 
the female lays from five to six whitish eggs, with points 
and spots of a greenish grey. 

The Babbling Warbler (^Mot Curruca^ Lin.) does not fre- 
quent gardens, unless there are very thick woods in their 
proximity. It delights in coppices of three and four years 
old, and prefers the thicket and most solitary places, ^i^here 
the male, without quitting his favourite retreat, sings in a 
manner that has some analogy with the style of the reed wren. 
As there are no interval^ between the burthens of the song, it 
is probable that the epithet attached to this warbler has been 
derived from this circumstance. 

The babbling warbler constructs its nest in the middle of 
the thickest bushes it can find, places it at about three or four 
feet from the ground, employs many more materials, and gives 
the nest more depth and thickness than do the other warblers. 
It first of all puts stalks of coarse plants negligently at the 
base and sides, to which are added finer plants, interlaced with 
a little wool. The eggs are from four to six in number, 
white, glazed with a clear grey, punctated with olive and 
black on the middle, with spots of the former colour nume- 
rous and irregular towards the gross end. 

The Pa^serimWarhUrixAidhii^ Lombardy, Sardinia, France, 
&c. ; comes later into the latter country than other warblers. 
These birds sojourn in coppices, groves, orchards, and often 
in gardens, even in the midst of the most populous cities, 
provided there be there hedges of yoke-elm, with trees of a 
certain elevation. On this account the name of hortensis has 
been applied to it, which, however, has also been given to 
another warbler by Latham and Gmelin. It is called aedonia 
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by M* Vieillot, from the beauty of its song. The fowlers of 
Paris call it bretonne. It does not frequfent thickets, but is 
foaid of perching on the top of middle-sized trees. It is al- 
ways lively, perpetually in motion, and sings even while in 
search of food. Its voice has less brilliancy of tone than that 
of the atricapilla, but it is equally melodious, and the bur- 
thens of its song seem to possess greater variety. Its cry, 
when it is disturbed, is the same, and it frequently repeats it 
when alarmed for its offspring. 

The nest is usually exposed on the hedges above-men- 
tioned, or on large shrubs, and is rarely found elsewhere. 
It is of no great consistence, loosely constructed, so that the 
light appears through the interstices, composed externally of 
the stalks of plants, and furnished with horsehair within. 
It is neither very large nor deep, the eggs are four in numbi‘r 
ftsually, marbled with two shades of brown, on a ground of 
sombre and dirty white. 

The Hawk-like Warbler ( S. Nisoria ) is found in Ger- 
many, and in Piedmont, on its passage. It frequents coppices 
on plains, hedges, and bosquets which surround meadows, or 
border on them. Its nest is usually in the thickest bushes ; 
it is composed externally of plants and small roots, internally 
of horn and cattle-hair. The eggs are four, of a whitish 
gray, sown with irregular and confluent spots, of a reddish 
ash, and leaden gray. The cry of this warbler resembles 
the sound with which the nightingale preludes its song ; it 
is the least agile of all the warblers; its motions are awkward 
and heavy, but its flight is extremely rapid. During the 
season of re-production, it is observed to elevate itself in a 
right line in the air to tjie height of fifteen or twenty feet, 
the head being raised, and the tail perpendicular ; it then 
stops, descends slowly, clapping its wings, and flutters for 
a moment above the bush which it has just quitted. 

The Accentor, or Alpine Warbler, made the type of a 
new genus, by Bechstein, was long ranged under the head 
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of Sylvia. It diflRers, however, from the birds of that genns^ 
in habits, manners, and entire mode of life. This bird, 
which Bufibn termed, fauvette des Alpea^ is called in the 
mountains of Upper Comminge, pegot. The word pec, in 
the vulgar language of the country, means imbecile ; it in- 
habits the Pyrenees and the Alps ; it ordinarily chooses the 
most elevated and solitary points of those arid mountains ; its 
nest is circular, and composed of moss and grass ; it fixes it 
in the sheltered hollow of a rock, for it seems to be afraid of 
the north wind, and always remains in a southern aspect ; 
the eggs are green and five or six in number. 

These birds never quit their beloved mountains ; but when, 
in winter, tempests and hurricanes arise, then they pre- 
cipitate themselves in fiocks into the vallies, take refuge in 
the infractuosities of rocks, or retire behind the shrubs 
which grow in their clefts and hollows ; they are either 
terrified, or so dull, that they give into snares of every kind, 
and even serve as a sport to the children, who kill them con- 
tinually with stones. Travellers frequently meet them on 
the summits of the mountains, either perched on the 
ground, two by two, or climbing along the rocks with the 
assistance of their wings ; they are either so confident or so 
stupid, that the sight of man does not frighten them ; they 
will suffer themselves to be approached very nearly. 

It does not appear that these birds have been retained in a 
state of captivity, or even that any one has ever heard their 
song. M. Picot La Peyrouse, who has observed them much, 
never even heard them utter a cry ; they are both granivorous 
and insectivorous, but more especially the latter. Bufibn 
says, that lliey remain commonly on the ground, where they 
run very fast, after the manner of quails and partridges, 
and not hopping like the other warblers ; that they also 
perch on stones, but rarely on trees ; that they go in small 
troops, and have a railing cry like that of the water- wagtail. 

This species inhabits not only the Alps and Pyrenees, but 
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also the high mountains of Persia. It seans necessary to notice 
^at it has been three times repeated by Gmelin and Latham^ 
as distinct species. By the iormer under the names, motcimlla 
alpina^ sturnus collaris, and sfurnus mauHtanm ; by the 
latter as collared atare^ Persian starling^ and Alpine warbler. 

The Winter Warbler^ or Accentor Modularise is classed in 
this genus This bird has been known under a variety of 
denominations, which it is needless to recapitulate ; it seems 
to be remote from the warblers in its mode of life and habits, 
to have less gaiety and vivacity, and a song more feeble, 
plaintive, and monotonous. It is heard most usually, in the 
morning and evening ; it then perches on a middle-size tree, 
or the top of a shrub ; its song is agreeable in a season of 
the year, when all other birds are silent. It has also a little 
trembling cry. 

Nature, always provident, having destined this bird to 
pass the winter in our. northern climates, has clothed it much 
better than the other warblers, and given it a better furnished 
plumage. In autumn these birds appear in great numbers 
near habitations ; all at this epoch, quit the woods, their 
summer domicile, and spread themselves in hedges and 
bosquets which neighbour on gardens. When the cold grows 
rigorous, they approach houses and particularly bams and 
lofts where grain is thrashed, seeking in the straw for little 
insects and small grains ; every aliment suits them at this 
time, for com has been found in their crop, though they 
are usually insectivorous. They may be fed with hemp- 
seed, which they will swallow entire, as pigeons do ; but 
it is only necessity which makes them granivorous. As soon 
as the cold relaxes they remove from houses and bams, and 
remain in hedges and bushes, seeking the chrysalides on the 
branches, and the little insects which are benumbed under 
the moss ; at the approach of the fine days they remove still 
farther, retire to the borders of woods, and eventually pene- 
trate into the thickest recesses. 
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h 4he iDode <3^1if(Grof liiese bfiidb iA 
of F^:anoe. But in the^^uum idm^lhflkh A0 
mandy* for instance^ aoiUe of thcapn idwayt ppaiirlidtt** 

tatimis^ if there be hedges cxf gxMA trttes^ i((heee they, can 

nestle. In the woods they prdTer tilie iihlijlEiesi hvMahes ; they 
ate ao little wild that they will malie th^ neata iA llA 
orange if ^ey can enter, and will even hatch in son aviary^ 
if it be f uttdNlled with tufted shrubs. 

This lone of ibe earliest of the sedentary birds to annouAce 
the return of sjning, and commence its amorous lAusic* 
From the earliest days of March, the male and female are 
observed to be enjgaged in composing the cradle of their 
young. They umially place the nest at a moderate elevation, 
hilt always in a secret situation. It is formed with a con- 
siderable quantity of moss, especially at the base and sides, 
and it is fta^ished within with wool, horse-hair, and feathers, 
softly arranged. On this bed the female deposits four or 
five eggs, of a handsome clear blue, without spot ; tibe male 
renminS in the neighbourhood, and cheers his companion by 
his song, at sudi moments as he does not relieve her from the 
cares of incubation. The young are bem, covered with down ; 
and do not abandon the nest until H^ey are well feathered. 
When taken from the nest, they are easily reared ; and when 
caught in nets in their youth, are tamed without difficulty. 
The mother does not abandon her eggs, although they may 
be touched, and she diows much attachment for the yoimg i 
she iuidersfends how to lead the enemy aatraV which Steks 
for their destruction. Like the partrid^ before a dog, she 
throws herself before a cat when it approaches, and hovers on 

ce, until it is ififiSciently remote. 
Latham, frequently lays in the 

■ This wppcicB is ftumd in aH ^Wts of Europe, but more fre- 
duei;Ht]y in dii^fi^ tt is easily taken in snares of 
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prnmoi the emthiaf B^(epe^#dl«iin4w^ljhi 
h^vd0m Am* It WAe£nBi4%r Pallas in eaMe^Wm^niff^^ 
and jn Ctlnteiu It is rare in the Neapolitan 
xeali% and llie sotuh of Hiingary. It always iiaalf iUi the 
md never shews itself in the plains except in* 
wjnteir. In summer it is insectivorous, and probddy? wid ant 
grain in winter* Its mode of propagation is imlcaowii^ 

The word maiurus is used by Vieillot to designate as a 
genus some species of the warblers distinguished a gause- 
like tail. The opposite figure is of a bird which seems re- 
ferable to this group* The whole upper part is dusky brown, 
the throat brown, the tail and streak over the eye are azure 
blue, the remainder of the bird is bright reddish brown ; the 
tail feathers, oidy five, are spread and very thin, the middle is 
the longest, and the other two on each side decrease in length 
successively* 

The first bird in our author‘‘8 division of Regolus is the 
common Oold-ere^tod Wren* Motacilla Regultte of Xin* 
This, the smallest of our European birds, must not be 
confounded with the common wren, which beloingB to the 
baron^s division Troglodites. The latter is a little larger 
and more bulky, and as it seldom quits our rural habitations, 
is much better known than the other, which only inhabits the 
wood(^ a d is seen only in autumn and winter* The gold- 
crested wrm is so small, that it passes through the meshes of 
common ^s, and easily escapes from all cages. A leaf is 
sufficient to conceal it from the most piercing sight, which 
may probably be the reason of its appearing more rare in 
summer than it really is, for at the fail of the leaf these birds 
are seen in toleraWe numbers, and when the trees are totally 
defoliated, they are found in small troops of from ten to 
tWflwe, which join titmice aW# other little birds for the pufw 
pose of migration. # 

The gold-crested wrmis are disoovmdde Vy ^ «wwdl eherp 
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crj, which has much resemblance to that of the grasshopper. 
They are fond of oaks, elms, lofty pines, fir-trees, and wil- 
lows. They are not at all distrustful, and may be approached 
and killed witli great ease. 

These birds live on similar food with the titmice, and are 
^ erv analogous with them in their habits. Their mobility is 
extreme ; they fly incessantly from branch to branch, climb 
trees, and hold themselves indifferently in all positions, and 
often have the feet upwards. Tlie smallest insects constitute 
their ordinary nutriment ; sometimes they take them on the 
wing, at others seek them in the clefts of the bark, or the 
heaps of dead leaves which remain at the end of the branches ; 
they also eat larva' and all kinds of small worms ; it is said 
that they will eat the berries of evergreens ; be that as it 
may, it is quite certain, that they are fonder of those trees 
than any others, probably, because they find there a greater 
abundance of insects which constitute the basis of their 
aliment. They grow fat in autumn, and their flesh is then 
good eating ; notwithstanding their smallness, Montbeillard 
tells us that the markets of Nuremberg abound with these 
little birds ; many are taken in the environs of that city, and 
usually by the bird-call. 

I'hese wrens arc seldom seen in France, but in the after 
season. They scarcely ever nestle in any of the French pro- 
vinces ; but in summer they are abundant in the woods of 
(iermany and Kngland. Their nest, curiously constructed, 
and suspended to the extremity of the little branches of pines 
and other trees, is tissued without with moss, wool, and 
spiders’ webs, and furnished within with the softest down ; 
this nest is spherical, and its aperture is at top. The female 
lays from six to eight eggs, about the size of peas, of a yellow- 
ish browm, without any spot, according to some naturalists, 
but of a pale flesh-colour, undulated with a deeper shade, 
according to Meyer. M. Temminck declares them to be a 
rose adoured white, but Dr. Latham says they are of a 
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brownish white ! The nest is also found sometimes suspended 
to tlic extremity of a bundle of ivy, which escapes from the 
branches of a tree, or from a wall ; but it is always con- 
cealed in the foliage. When the female hatches, the male 
sings a short song, not without agreeableness ; he also 
relieves her in the middle of the day from the cares of 
incubation. 

This sj)ccies is extended throughout all Kurope, from 
Sweden to Italy. It is also found in Asia, as far as Bengal, 
and even in the United States of America, where it princi})ally 
frequents the northern provinces, not advancing southwards, 
except in the autumnal season of the year. 

M. Vieillot says that there are two races of this bird, one, 
which has been described, and another which he calls crested 
wren, with mustachios ; the cry of the latter, according to 
this naturalist, is stronger than that of the other. It remains 
at the summit of the highest trees, and is seen only in couples, 
male and female. It is nlso more distrustful and a])proached 
with greater difficulty ; neither is it met with precisely at the 
same period as t]u‘ other. 

The YeUi.w Wren Warhfer (M. Troehtlus, et PonUlu of 
Bufibn) is a vciy small bird, spread universally throughout 
Europe, as far north as Sw(‘den. It is with us a bird of 
passage, coming in spring and dc])arting in autumn, pro- 
ceeding doubtless towards more southern climates. It is 
known by various names in the different countries which it 
inhabits, derived either from Its habits or its cry, w hich is 
nothing but the fretpient re])etition of the monosyllables /////, 
tnit. 

Biiriim the fine season, this bird rcMiiains in tlu^ woods, 
where it lives on small insects, such as gnats, ^c. It fixes 
its nest in tufted plants or buslies. Idiis nest is composed 
with much art and care. Externally it is constiucted of 
moss, and internally furnislied with Imrsehair and wool. It 
has the form of a little ball, and no other aperture than a 
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hole in the side, which the female takes care to close when 
she is obliged to quit the eggs or the young ones, to provide 
for her own sustenance, or any other wants^ The bfood 
consists of four or five eggs, a little larger than peaa* They 
are white, picked out with reddish. The young ones do not 
quit this cradle of their infancy, until they are able to fly as 
well as the father and mother, and to follow them in their 
wandering courses. 

In autumn these little families quit the woods^and extend 
themselves in our orchards and 

subsistence until their departure, whid^iJp^niws near. 
Then these birds are seen in perpefeuillH^liBr and even when 
take a moment 


of trembling is 


This bird is no^ 
but it has a moflae ' 



jkld-crested wren, 

- , 

shape. 

The opposite figure is from a specimen brought from Chili 
by Lord Byron, and presentec^fey him to the British Museum. 
Mr. Gray has named it from the noble donor, Byron's Golden 
C j ested Wren^ to distinguish it ' from the J63«ropean species. 

The upper part of this bird ^i- ^ark on the top of 

the head is a bright red streak, and over the eye isabroadish 
lunated yellowish white streak ; the breast and belly is yel- 
low ; the quills of the tail and wings are black, and a band of 
that colour, broader at the sides than the middle, passes 
round the breast ; the smaller wing coverts and the throat 
are white. 

The Common-Wren is placed in the stibdivision Troglo- 
DiTEs, by our author, a name derived from the Greek, and 
signifying an inhabitant of clefts and caverns. 

After the gold-crested wren, this is the smallest of our 
European birds, being little more than four inches long. It 
is known under as many diflerent names as it inhabits different 
countries. 

The wren lives on worms, on flies, and other small insects. 
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la muaner it remauuf'iii dte^itoads foastraots it« 

aest, aiear grmaldr rioiBetiibeB on 4lia<^xnnM|, and atnne- 
tiaiea ia tbe id^ter of- aooie rtmkf to it attaches it. 

This nestf of a aphetieal seems ex'tenmSy adlhiag bat 
fot ofifenned heap at moss, ^which teases it easily to estaipe 
stoir^; but internally, it is arranged with ^preat neatoess. 
It has but one narrow entrance, situated on one ude, and 
idlPi^ys diametrioadly opposite to the wind which most 
usually pi^ails in the adjacent mountains. The female lays 
nine or ten eggs, of a tarnished white, with a zone of reddish 
points towards the' gross end. It is not uncommon, in spring, 
to find in their nests the young of mice or field-mice, who 
htfve taken possession of them. 

At the approach of winter this pretty little bird quits the 
ti^oods, and draws near to the habitations of men. It intro> 
<iuces itself into the <ieftB of walls, where it may be seen 
entering and coming out with precipitation, incessantly 
agitating its wings with a rapid tremulous motion, and always 
holding its tail in an elevated positimi. It accompanies these 
movements with a little cry constantly repeated. Its song is 
also £k>ft and piping, and the more agreeable from the general 
rarity of feathered music during winter. The wren gives 
more animation to his song in proportion as there is a greater 
abundance of wind, and accompanies his singing with a little 
vibration of the tail from right to left. 

The wren, as well as the red-breast, is one of the least 
distrustful of our birds. It is naturally Very curious and 
inquisitive. The sight of man causes in it no fear. It suffers 
itself to be approached very nearly, and will flutter for some 
time along the hedges, at some paces in front of the traveller? 
which wuuld create a belief, that it was fond of preceding 
him. It is true it is rarely pursued, and in many places the 
people scruple, not only to kill it, but even to touch its nest ; 
fbr the Wyen, as well as the red-breast, is held in a sort of 
vesleintibn by the lower dbsses, highly favourable to their 
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preservation, and “it must be a most wicked and mischievous 
boy,^" says Dr. Latli am, “ wlio will not pay some sort of 
deference to a very trite proverb, viz. — ‘ The robin and the 
wren are God Almi‘j^hty\s cock and hen.’ ” 

This sj)eeies is tolerably extended throughout Europe. 
But the winters of the north are too rigorous for its consti- 
tution. It is seldom seen, says Linmeus, in Sweden and the 
North of Russia. It is, however, reported to have been 
found at Oonalashka ; but it is more than doubtful if the 
species be the same. 

Tliere is a bird in North America, called the W'nifer Wren^ 
( T. ////cw/'z/as), which if not of the same species as the last, has 
certainly very striking analogies with it. Its plumage, 
conformation, song, and mode of life approximate very closely 
to those of our European \Nren. It arrives in the central 
parts of the United States in autumn, and remains there 
during the mild winter. It frecjuents the backs of ditches, 
ravines, old deracinated stumps, small busJies, and the 
brambles in aquatic jdaces. It is often observed in rural 
Jiabitations, wliere it conceals itself in piles of wood ; but at 
tlie end of tlie bad season it returns northward. According 
to Wilson, this wren nestles in the mountain-forests of u])per 
Pennsylvania ; others imagine that it does so in countries still 
more nortliward, as does the ortolan, and several other birds, 
which are only seen in winter in the United States. 

The Broioi WarJdrr of our text, Hffif.se-irrnt of Wilson, 
Tn^glodfjtes CEdo?/. Vieil., is another North American bird. 
Like our common wren, it seems to take great delight in 
approaching the habitations of man. It is sufficient to 
procure it the advantages which the building of its nest 
rcvjuires, t(^ be certain of attracting it into a garden, and 
making it nestle there every year if its brood remains 
untouched. It merits, in all resj)ects, the attention bestowed 
upon it by the Americans, for it is in no wise hurtful, living 
only on larvae, chrysalides, and small insects, and is the only 



ORDER PASSERES. 


4.5 


singing bird which establishes itself in cities. Its song is as 
strong and sonorous as that of the chaffinch, but more 
mellow, varied, and extended- In consequence of this it is 
known by .tile name of tlie nightingale of North America. 
The Americans, who have not this bird near their dwelling, 
and are desirous of fixing it there, attach a calabash against 
the house, or at the end of a jierch in the middle of their 
garden. Others construct, for the same purpose, a little 
house, attached in like manner to tlie end of a perch. This 
little nook rarely remains untenanted ; for the young couples, 
on their return from the south, being forced to seek a district 
where they may be isolated from their fellows, immediately 
take possession of it. In default of these artificial retreats, 
they make their nest in the hollow of a, tree. Every plact‘ 
which is close and obscure suits them best. Filaments of 
roots, cattle-hair, moss, fine plants, &c. constitute the 
materials which this species employs without much art, and 
heaps together without much order, as do most of the birds 
that nestle in hollow trees. Its first brood consists usually of 
fnan six to eight eggs, white, or flesh (coloured, and spotted 
with a purple red; the second is less numerous, One takes 
place at tlie arrival of the bird in the month of ]\lay, the 
other in J uly. 

This s])ecies is extended through all North America, from 
Canada to Louisiana. 

Tlie Arada has been placed at the end of the ant-e.aters, by 
BufTon, and in our tabular view ; but as it has great analogies 
with the wrens, we cliuse to notice its halhts here. In thes(‘ 
it differs from the ant-eaters; it is solitary, perches on trees, 
and never descends to the earth, but for the })ur])ose of 
catching ants, and other insects, of which it also eats. It 
differs from them still more by its song, which is ptx uliarly 
fine ; whereas all the ant-eaters utter nothing but cries or 
sounds, totally destitute of all modulation. 

The traveller, wlio wanders througli the immense and 
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solitary forests which cover almost the entire soil of Guiana, 
is at first struck with the gloomy silence which prevails in 
the depths of these sombre retreats, which are nevertheless 
}>eoplcd by a crowd of animals of every class, and every 
genus. The more he penetrates into their interior, the more 
general this silence becomes ; animated nature appears mute, 
or, if the monotonous uniformity should be interrupted by 
any sound echoing from afar, tlie impression produced on 
the senses and the mind is disagreeable and painful. Some- 
times the ear is struck by the horrible bowlings of the 
alouatta ; sometimes by the alarum of the chiming thrush ; 
sometimes by the sudden stroke given with the tail by the 
great adder ; and sometimes by the startling and reiterated 
crash of many falling trees, w^hich, tumbling one over the 
other, break in rapid succession, causing an instantaneous 
clearance in the midst of the most magnificent plantations 
of nature. One sound, however, more singular than the 
others, will occasionally arrest the attention of the wanderer 
through these mighty woods. Removed to the distance of 
many leagues from every human habitation, his ear will be 
suddenly saluted by a whistle like that of a bandit calling to 
his brothers of spoil. This whistle will be repeated, and the 
traveller w ill believe that he is approacliing one of those wild 
settlements, which the desire of liberty or the tyranny of the 
colonist has forced the fugitive negro to form in the depth 
(^f almost impenetrable forests, or in the distant solitude of 
nearly inaccessible mountains. Advancing towards the point 
from which the sounds appear to issue, he will find them to 
recede ; but should he ap])roach unperccived within sufficient 
distance he will discover, to his astonishment, that this 
whistling is not produced by a man, but by a bird, though 
nothing can be more perfect than the resemblance. Neither 
will he be long in perceiving that the same bird has a 
most melodious song, and that the whistler is also a most 
agreeable musician. Its song is less varied and less brilliant 
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than that of the nightingale, but more grave, touching, and 
tender, and more resembling the mellow sounds of a soft- 
toned flute. It is modulated on different keys and accents, 
to which the seven notes of the octave, which the bird delights 
to repeat, serve, in some sort, as a prelude. In those warm 
climates, where the young broods take place several times in 
the year, the song, which is only the expression of love, lasts 
longer than in cold or temperate regions. This constitutes a 
very decided advantage in favour of the arada over the 
nightingale. From its song, the nan^e of musician-thrush 
has been given to the arada ; but it certainly does not belong 
to the thrushes: and as the epithet musician has been applied 
to other birds of different genera, the native name of arada 
was preferred by Buflon. The species is rare, and avoids 
the neighbourliood of inhabited places. 

The Buenos Ayres Wren {Sylvia Platensis) has great 
analogy with the CEdon, already described ; it is known by 
the Guaranis under the name of Basararaguay, But at 
Buenos Ayres, they called it a mouse, from its cry, and its 
habit of gliding, especially in wdnter, under roofs and into the 
crevices of walls, and holes of trees, and of entering some- 
times into houses, to catch spiders and other small insects. 
This bird never frequents the plains or forests ; it remains 
in thickets, on the edge of woods, in enclosures and rural 
habitations. It ho])s lightly along the ground, holding the 
tail almost always erect, and appearing by no means friglU- 
ened at the approach of men. The male sings all the year, 
and in the season of love ac^companies its song with a clapping 
of the wings : the female replies to the male, by a single cry, 
thus, chi, low and tender. The voice of the male is always 
elevated, clear, and agreeable ; its song consists of eight or 
ten syllables, pronounced quickly, and repeated at intervals, 
and often for a long time together ; its rhythm is not unlike 
that of the nightingale, but its phrases are neither so varied 
nor so expressive. 



48 


^CL,A^» AVESj, 


tKsstles in holes ot vails, but in inhabited places, which 
|t constantly frequents. It places it« nest on die beams of the 
acaffoldii:^ of houses, and, meire usually^ ih the apertures 
vbich they lei^Te in the walls. 141^# Aaara discovered a nesli^f 
one of these hivdi * on the ground, in the cranium of a deed 
cow, and another under a roof. It is composed of feathers^ 
and blades of straw, and furnished internally with abundance 
of horsehair. The eggs are four, red at the gross end, and 
speckled in the remainder, with the same colour, on a white 
ground. 

We insert a figure of a wren from a specimen in the Langs- 
dorf Collection, drawn by Major Hamilton Smith, which 
have some affinity to the Great Carolina 
Ornithology? the Barred-tailed Wren 
of Latham, may be distinct. 

The bill is very and slight; the 

top of the head, neck#,^ipi^^^^ imd upper half oC 

the back, aret^a duiij^^ t|ie larger vdug Cjtplbs 

tail, and lower pari of reddiiir or brick-dust 

colour ; the ford^ead are but a white streak 

passes from the anterior comer df tbC eye over it, and is ccm- 
dnued to th^ bottom of the side of the neck ; the throat is 
white, the breast is ligKt yellow, and the belly reddish brown ; 
the large wing cd?te(|0t» and tail feathers have several black 
bars passing on eadk frmu the shaft, not quite rec- 
tangular in their direcd0%^|^^iadilim towards the tip of 
the feathers. . 

The genus Theyothoeus of Vidflc^cofid of a small 
group of species which inhabit only Nc^|i and South Ame- 
rica. Thwe is so great an analogy betwei»> them, that de- 
scription is scarcely sufficient for the purposes of accurate 
dlliriDCtii^. The diffezences, howeTef^ which characterize 
duipii are ejwily flbaenwhle in nature. ^ 

Great GeiroUna Wren (Thr^tFim-ke iMtoreiHe, Vieill.) 
^ imhilHi^Dt^p^ai^y in the nontli m the hanks of the 
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Delaware. Yet it ia milm Mrdl^r iii iNuigrlMiiiii: 0SA itS 
more rarely ia the state of New Tfwiu * It l» very 
tnet with on the banks of James river. It s e t i Sf 
in the obscurity of the C 3 rpresses that hordes*" iSit 
profoiHid caverns^ and in {dies of timber fidlen tqgethdr froril^ > 
tLgBf in die neighbourhood of riven^ and smali gtreanM^ It 
has all the habits of our wren. It conceals itself in hobs^ la 
crevices of the earth, and is perpetually in motion. It appeaTa^ 
and disappears every moment. Its cry, whkdi it uttem firom 
time to time, is loud and strong, not unlike a burst of lau^- 
ter, and seems to express, according to Wilson, the word 
chirr^Py the first syllable bdng lengthened and stro3i|^ 
dwelt on. It has another song, but much more Soft and mvk^ 
sical. It sounds something like our Enj^di words^ ^ 70 e 0 i 
WUlianiy sweet WWkm. 

The Marsh Wrm of Wilson, is another bird of this division 
{Cerihia Palustris)* It inhabits marshy places ; kjourns in 
reeds, and prefers those whose roots are bathed by water. It 
is continually jumping oVmr their stalks, like the tml-wTen, 
already described, with which it has additional relation from 
its song and continual babble. It has not been observed td 
fix on trees or shrubs. It even seems to avoid fixing on the 
brambles or hushes which are on the edges or in the centre of 
its usual haunts. Its song, if indeed such a name can be 
given to an assemblage of various ories, repeated twenty times 
in successkm, without interrupion, and in the same is as 
hoarse anddisagreealde as the csroakii^ of the fregs wld(^ dre 
its habitual eompanionB, and as troubLesome, from 1k» long 
duration. The 8li|^t cracking, mys Wilson, made by gh^ 
bules of air forcing thdr way through a marshy sofi, as you 
walk ahmg, may give you a tqkrahle notioii of l^s deligfatfel 
Wirible. Many couplm of this special are found in the sitoe 
district, and males seem^to tsike {Aea«ire» like the frngi^ 
in vying with each othmf in uittariiig the loudest cries. This 
work eodihiue% dmsfag hatching tiawy from diwi mis ■ 

Tot. ▼«. * » 
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day^ recommences some time before the setting of the snn, and 
contimies one or two hours after. 

This bird is very common in the marshes near the city of 
New York. It visits them in the month of May, and quits 
them on the approach of autumn* As if in compensation for 
its disagreeable song, nature has endowed this bird with a 
rare industry, in making a shelter for its young, against 
every inclemency of the atmosphere. It attaches its nest to 
several stalks erf reeds, and alwa3r8 above the highest waters. 
The attachments are so solid, that the most violent winds can* 
not remove them. The form of the nest is that of an elon- 
gated melon. Stalks of plants, small roots, and dried leaves, 
are at its exterior. All these materials are intermingled with 
mud, forming a sort of wall, which the water cannot pene- 
trate, when it is dried by the sun. The inside of this cradle 
is furnished with feathers, cattle-hair, and other softer ma- 
terials. The entry is on one side towards the middle, and is 
surmounted by a little roof, which advancing a little over it, 
prevents the rain from coming in. The eggs are five or six 
in number, very small, and of a deep pewter-^lour. 

M. Vieillot has enumerated some other species under the 
genus Throythorus, which other naturalists, with greater pro- 
priety, have placed under different divisions of the dentiros- 
tral family. 

We now come to the division of the Wagtails. 

Linneeus comprised, under the denomination of MotadUa^ 
a great number of birds with slender beaks, which have sub- 
sequently been divided into many genera. Becdistein has 
restrained the name to the wagtails proper, and budytes, 
which have more elevated limbs, and a longer tail than the 
rest, which they are continually lowering and raising. To 
sudi the name is more suitable than to any of the others. 
These birds have, moreover, as distinctive* marks, certain .sca- 
pulary feathers, which, extending to the end of the wing, give 
them some relation with the majority of the grallas and a tail 
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compo^d of twelve rectrices ne«a»ly eqiigl^ with the two late- 
ral, however, shorter than the eight intermediate quills. 

M. Cuvier has separated the wagtails proper from the bu- 
dytes, a name derived from these latter birds being frequently 
seen amongst cattle. There is, however, very great analogy 
between the two sections. Perhaps our popular name of wag- 
tail is the best to apply to both. 

The majority of the wagtaQs proper, and all the yellow 
wagtails {Bergeronnette de Printemps)^ migrate from our 
northern countries at the approach of winter. The boarula^ 
on the contrary, comes to pass the winter with us, and quits 
us when the others return. It is said to nestle in the German 
districts, which border on the French territories. 

All these birds frequent meadows, and humid and marshy 
places, delighting in the borders of rivulets and rivers. Most 
of them have an undulating flight. They all run rather than 
walk ; seldom perch, sing, or cry, during their flight ; and con- 
struct their nest on the ground. That of the white wagtail is, 
however, sometimes found in a pile of wood, along side of the 
banks, or in the hole of some wall whose base is washed by 
waters. Insects and small worms are their only aliment. 

The While Wagtails (Af. Alba) have a mode of life peculiar 
to themselves, and habits which distinguish them from bu- 
dytes. They more readily approach man and his habitations, 
being fond of nestling in our neighbourhood. The others, 
more wild, inhabit the vicinity of the meadows and isolated 
herbaceous tracts. The former prefer stagnant waters, and 
the latter delight more in the borders of springs and running 
streams. Both run with the cattle, fly about the labourer, 
accompany him in his rural labours, and follow the plough 
in pursuit of small worms and larvae, of which the newly 
turned furrows present a vast abundance. These insectivora, 
as useful as the fly -catchers and swallows, sometimes in the 
flight, but more frequently on the ground, amidst the herb- 
age, seize upon the flies and gnats whicli have escaped the 

n 2 
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murderous bills of their other pursuers in the air. All the 
insect population of ponds and marshes constitute the nutri* 
ment of these volatiles. Their slight forms, little head, deli- 
cate feet, and long tail, perj>etually balanced, cause them to 
be at once distinguished from all other birds 'ndth slender 
bills. They are therefore with great propriety formed into a 
small distinct family. 

The Motacilla Alba is spread throughout Europe. It is 
even seen in Siberia, Kamschatka, Iceland, and the Feroe 
islands. It also inhabits Africa and India. 

They form in autumn numerous flocks, which extend them- 
selves through the fields, and \\dthdraw, on the approach of 
evening, into osieries and willows which border canals and 
rivers. There they perform a noisy concert until night-fall. 
They depart in October, and often at this period they are 
heard passing in the air, sometimes at a very considerable 
height, and clamouring to each other incessantly. They do 
not, however, all migrate at this season, for some, though a 
very few, are occasionally to be met with. They then abound 
in Egypt, Mhere the people, says Maillet, dry them in the 
sand, to preserve them for the purpose of food. They are 
also to be seen in Senegal at the same season ; but, like the 
swallows and quails, they disappear from thence in spring to 
return to our climates, where they arrive at the end of March. 

These birds possess the most astonishing gaiety and light- 
ness. They appear in flying to rest uj^n their long outspread 
tail, as ujx)n a broad oar which assists them to ])alance, 
spring, and perform a variety of evolutions in the air. During 
such sports, they are frequently heard to utter a little cry, 
lively, clear, and redoubled, which sounds like the syllables 
guit^guit^ guit^ gmt^guit. They have also a soft and delicate 
song, which, in autumn, is reduced nearly to a murmur. En- 
core,” says Belon, in his old French, “ savent ronsignoUer du 
gosier melodieusement, chose qu^on pent souvente foisouVr sur 
le commencement dc Thiver.” The motion of their tail in 
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flying is horizontal, but on the ground its position is perpen- 
dicular. As they delight in being upon the edge of the water, 
and often approach the washerwomen that are there, and seem 
to imitate with their tails the beating of the linen, the French 
have given them the name of lavandieres. They run lightly, 
with very nimble steps, upon the strand, and their long legs 
enable them even at times to enter the water to a small depth ; 
but they are usually seen placed upon the stones and other 
little elevations about it. 

The wagtail fixes its nest on the ground, under some roots, 
or below the turf ; more frequently at the edge of waters, un- 
der some hollow bank, in elevated piles of wood alongside 
of rivers, and sometimes in heaps of stones. It is composed 
of dried herbs, small roots, and moss, connected carelessly to- 
gether, and it is furnished inside with horse-hair, and feathers 
in abundance. The eggs are from four to six in number, of 
a bluish white, spotted with brown. There are usually two 
broods in the year. The male relieves the female during 
some hours in the day from the labour of incubation. The 
little ones are born covered with down. The father and mo- 
ther defend them with mucli courage when they are approach- 
ed. They meet the enemy, fly about to lead him to a dis- 
tance, and often succeed in deceiving him by their manoeuvres. 
If tlieir young family is carried ofi‘, they fly about the head 
of the ravisher, turn incessantly, and continually utter 
piercing cries. It has been remarked that they attend very 
scrupulously to their young, keeping the nest extremely neat, 
and cleansing it carefully from all kinds of filth and ordure. 
They fling these out, and even carry them to a certain dis- 
tance. This last precaution seems to be the result of a differ- 
ent instinct from that of mere cleanliness. It would seem 
to be done rather with the view of removing every indication 
of the proximity of their nest. Many other birds use a simi- 
lar precaution, especially during the first ten or twelve days 
ufter the birth of the young. They even carry off the egg- 
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shells when the young ftre eYolved, and take them to a con- 
siderable distance. This habit is so innate in birds, that even 
canaries, which, in a long lapse of captivity, one would ima- 
gine, would leave it off, tidce the shell, the moment the little 
one comes out, and either transport it to the dung which is in 
that part of their cage the farthest from the nest, and conceal 
it there, or else break it to pieces and swallow it. 

Wlien the young family is in a state to fly, the parents 
stUl conduct and feed it, for three weeks or a month. This 
is a period in which they wage incesvsant war with the insect 
tribe, srizing and devouring them with the most extraordi- 
nary quickness, without appearing even to give themselves 
time to swallow them. They collect the little worms on the 
ground, gorge themselves with the eggs of ants, and often 
make turns in the air, to catch the flies and gnats. 

The wagtails are not distrustful, and are less fearful of 
man than of the birds of prey. They are not even much 
frightened by fire-arms, for, on being aimed at, they do not fiy 
far, and frequently return and place themselves within a 
short distance of the fowler. They give into all kinds of 
snares which are laid for them, quite easily ; but if taken 
when adult, they cannot he presen ed in cages, but will die 
in four-and-twenty hours. For this purpose, they must be 
taken from the nest, and reared like the nightingales. 

The MotadUa Flava is, of migrating birds, one of the ear- 
liest which re-appear in spring, and one of the latest which 
depart in autumn. In the southern provinces of France, many 
remain during the winter. In autumn, they assemble in nume^ 
rouB troops. They more willingly frequent elevated and culti- 
vated soils, where they seek a more abundant nutriment, and 
find it more readily in the track of herds and flocks, with 
^^ch they love to associate. From this last circumstance, 
these birds are called, in French, bergeronnettes^ to which, 
from their early appearance in spring, the epithet de •pTin- 
temps is added. In autumn, their flesh acquires a ddicacy 
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whicb causes them to be objects of research 5 but it is far 
inferior to that of the becafico. 

These birds, which do not avoid man, but rather 'Seem to 
take a [Measure in his society, cannot, nevertheless, support Jt 
state of slavery. They die as soon as they are shut 
but in a large enclosure, they will soon familiarize them- 
selves, and afford some amusement by their activity and 
dexterity, in seizing flies and other insects. They will not 
live in a state of captivity, even when taken from the nest, 
more thmi three or four years. 

This species is spread through Europe. They fix .their 
nests in meadows, and sometimes at the edge of the water 
under the root of a tree. It is composed of dry herbs and 
moss without, feathers in abundance; horse-hair and wool 
inside. Six or eight rounded eggs compose the brood, of a 
dirty white, shaded with green olive, clear brown, and flesh- 
colour. The male partakes with the female the construction 
of the nest, and the hatching of the young. 

The Pipits^ or Field Larks^ have been separated from the 
larks by M. M. Bechstein and Meyer, and formed into a 
peculiar genus, under the name of An thus. Their habits 
have much analogy with those of the larks proper, though 
they differ in certain details of conformation. Like the larks, 
they sing in flying, and elevate themselves to a certain 
height in the air. They seek their nutriment, nestle, and 
sleep on the ground. Some frequent cultivated fields and 
meadows ; others delight, during the summer season, in the 
borders of woods, in glades, in furze, and brushwood, thinly 
scattered ; many prefer mountains, steep shores, rocks, and 
maritime pastures. Some few, in fine, inhabit, during sum- 
mer, the little hills in sandy and stony situations, and 
during the after season, sojourn on the banks of rivers, and 
seek their food upon the strand. A very small number have 
the power of perching constantly upon trees. There is con 
siderable trouble in distinguishing them specifically. 
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The Anthm Sepionm^ called by M. Vieillot, pipi des 
buissofis^ (bush pipit) is the smallest of the genus. Tlie 
male sings when flying, and uses much action. He erects 
himself, half opens the bill, spreads the wings, and every 
thing announces that his is a song of love. The song is 
simple, but soft, harmonious, and clear. Both the male and 
female send forth a cry when flying, and when disturbed, 
which very well expresses the syllables, pi, pi, pi, pi, re- 
peated three or four times successively. From this, this 
bird, and the entire genus, derive their name, which, in 
French, is pipi, in English, pipit ^ in German, piep, and in 
Danish, pihe. 

There is nothing more in the detail of the habits of the 
other species, sufliciently interesting or sufficiently known, to 
detain us any longer upon them. 

We shall now resume so much of the text of Cuvier, as 
relates to the Fissirostral Family of the passerine order of 
birds, and shall, as heretofore, insert therein such additional 
species as have been named, without pledging ourselves, and 
much less the Baron, for the propriety of treating them 
respectively as distinct. 
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The field larks would conduct us directly to the 
larks j but we are obliged first to speak of a small 
family allied to this by the fly-catchers. It is 
that of 


The Fissirostres, 

A family not numerous, but very distinct from all 
others, by the short broad beak, flatted horizontally, 
slightly crooked, without indention, and very deeply 
cleft, so that the opening of their mouth is very 
wide, and they easily swallow the insects which they 
pursue upon the wing. 

They are most closely allied to the tribe of the 
fly-catchers, especially to the procnias, whose bill 
scarcely differs from theirs except in its indention. 

Their regimen, exclusively insectivorous, emi- 
nently constitutes them migrating birds which quit 
us in the winter. 

These birds are divided into diurnal and nocturnal, 
like the birds of prey. 

The Swallows. Hirundo. lAn . 

Comprehend the diurnal species, all remarkable for 
their close plumage, the extreme length of their 
wings, and the rapidity of their flight. 

Among them, we distinguish 

' The Martens. Apus. Cuv. Cypselus. IU. 

Of all birds, those which have the longest wings in 

VOL VII. 1 
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proportion, and which fly with the greatest rapidity. 
Their tail is forked ; their feet, very short, have this 
very peculiar character, that the thumb is directed 
forward almost like the other toes, and that the 
middle and external toes have each but three pha- 
langes like the internal. 

The shortness of their humerus, tlie breadth of its 
apophyses, their oval furca, their sternum without 
indention towards the bottom, indicate, even in the 
skeleton, to what a degree these birds are organizetl 
for a vigorous flight ; but the shortness of their feet, 
joined to the length of their wings, prevents them 
w hen they are on the ground from taking their spring. 
Accordingly, they pass, so to say, their entire liA Cs in 
the air, pursuing, in flocks, and with vociferous cries, 
the insects in the highest regions. They nestle in 
the holes of walls and rocks, and climb with rapidity 
along the smoothest surfaces. 


The common species, Hirundo Apusi L. En. 
542. 1 ; 

is black, with a white throat. 

The species of the high mountains. Hirundo 
Melba. L. Edw. 27- Vail. Afric. 243. 

is the largest ; brown above, white beneath, w-ith a 
brown collar under the neck. 

This is the Swift of Latham. The Mieropue Mura- 
riu8 and Brachypus Murarius of Meyer, and the 
Cypseltu Murarius of Temminck. 
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The white bellied Swift of Lratham. The greatest 
Martin. Edw. F. 27- The Hir. acopoL Micropus 
Alpinus of Meyer, and Cyp. Alpinua of Tern, forms 
the variety C. Alpinua Africanua of Vail. O. A. 
243. 


Chinese Swift, Hirundo Sinensis. Gm. 

Brown ; beneath, greyish red ; crown red ; throat and 
orbits white. China. 

a. Leucothea. Vaill. Ap. 244. 1. 

Black ; sides of rump white. Cape of Good Hope. 

H. Veloas. Vaill. Afr. 244. 2. 

Blue black, beneath white ; tail forked. South 
Africa. 

Cypselua myataceus. Leas, et Gam. Zool. de la 
Coquille. F. 22. 

Head, tail, and back, blue black ; whiskers, above and 
below the eye, white ; neck, chest, back, and abdomen, 
brownish slate ; wing and tail coverts white. New 
Guinea. 


Cyp. comatua. Tern. PI. col. 268. 

Green bronze ; wings and tail blue, cheeks ochraceous 
red, with two white whiskers above and below the eye ; 
crest of long feathers. Sumatra. 

Cyp, longipennis. Tern. PI. col. 83. f. 1. Hir. 
Klee ho. Horsf. 

Green black ; beneath, ash coloured. Java. 

The above species are admitted by the Baron. The 
following have been named. 


H 2 
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Cyp. gutturaUa. Vaill. Ap. Si43. f. 1. 

Brown ; throat white; lower tail coverts white edged ; 
feet and toes feathered. South Africa. 

Cyp. Coffer. Licht. 

Sooty ; forehead and eyebrows white ; back and belly 
black ; throat white. Africa. 

Cyp. parvua. Licht. 

Mouse coloured ; throat whitish. Tail forked ; outer 
tail feather very long. Nubia. 

Balasian Swift. Lath. Cyp. BaUmensis. 

Dull brown, with the outer toe versatile. India. 

The Swallows Proper. Hirundo. Cuv. 

Have the toes of the feet and the sternum arranged 
like the majority of tlie passeres. 

Some have the feet clothed with feathers even to 
the claws ; their thumb too shows a slight disposi- 
tion to turn forwards. Their tail is forked, and of 
moderate size. 

The JVindofW Swallow. Hirundo urbica. Lin. 
Enl. 542. 2. 

Black above, white beneath, and on the crupper. 
Every one is acquainted with the solid nests which 
they construct of clay in the angles of windows, 
under the ledges of roofs, &c. 

White coloured Swift. Hir. Cayenemis. Gin. 
PI. Eul. 752. 

Blackish violet ; head black ; eye-band and thighs 
white. Cayenne. 
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Hir* Ludovicicma. Cuv. PL JEul. 725- Catesby 
I. F. 57 . H. CayanensiSy var. Vieil. H. 
Cinerea, B. Lash. 

Grayish black. Louisiana. 

Crag or Rock Swallow, Hir, rupestris, H. Mon- 
tana. Gin. Stor. Deg. IV. 409, young Vail. 
O. A. 246. 

Pale brown ; beneath whitish, quills and tail blackish ; 
under edge of tail feathers with an oval white spot. 

Others have the toes naked, the tail forked, and 
the bifurcations often very long. 

The Chimney Swallow. Hirundo rustica. Lin. En. 

543 . 1 . 

Black above ; forehead, eyebrows and throat red \ 
The rest beneath white. Its name is derived from 
the habitation it usually selects. 

The H, Smithii of Leach, H, corhincaj is like it 
but smaller. 

'Jt^he River Swallow. Hirundo riparia. L. Enl. 

543 . 2 . 

Brown above, and on the chest; the throat and 
beneath white. It lays its eggs in holes by the 
water-side. It appears well authenticated that it 
falls into a lethargic state during the winter, and even 
that it passes that state at the bottom of marshy 
waters. 


The type of the genus cotyle of Bore. Also found 
in America. Wilson, Ora. v. p. 38. fa. Vaillant, 
O. A. t. 246. f. 2., is also a variety according to Tem- 
mink. 
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Among the foreign swallows should be remarked 

The Sdangane. Hir. esctdenia. Lin. 

A ^'ery small species, of the Indian Archipelago, 
with a forked tail, brown above, and at the end of 
the tail and beneath, whitish. Celebrated for its 
nests, of a whitish gelatinous substance, disposed in 
layers, which it makes with a peculiar species of 
fucus, which it macerates and bruises for the pur- 
pose. The restorative virtues attributed to these 
nests have made them an important article of com- 
merce in China. They are prepared for eating like 
mushrooms. 

According to Dr. Horsfield, the tips of the tail are 
sometimes black. 

The Hir. fuciphagaof the Act. Holm, seems allied 
to this. 

Barn Swallow. Hir. rufa. Gm. H. Americana. 

Wilson. PI. Eul. 724. Wilson, V. 38 . ' 

Above, and band on breast, steel blue ; forehead, and 
beneath, rufous ; tail forked, with a white spot on 
side of feathers ; outer tail feathers long and narrow. 
North America. 

Fulvous^ or Cliff Swallow. Hir fulva. Vieil. 

Bonap. A. O. 7- 

Blue black ; beneath, brownish white ; throat, front, 
and rump ferruginous ; tail even. America. 

The hlack-bellied Swallow, Hir. melanogaster of 
Swainson, seems allied to this. 
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White-beUied Swallow* Hir* fas&UUa* Gin. PI. 
Eul. 724. 

Black; abdominal band and femoral spot white. 
Cayenne. 

Hir, violacea, PL Enl. 7^2. H. purpurea. 
Wilson, V. 39. 

Glossy purple, with a copper, or blue reflection. 

Chalybeate Swallow- Hir- chalyhea. Gm. PI. 
Enl. 545. 

Steel black ; beneath, brownish gray. 

Senegal Swallow- Hir- Senegalensis. Lin. PI. 
Enl. 301. 

Shining bluish black ; beneath, and rump red, quills 
and tail black. Senegal. 

Hir. Capemis. Gm. PL Enl. 7^3. 

Bluish black; beneath, yellowish black, streaked; crown 
red, side tail feathers with a white spot. South Africa. 

Rufous-headed Swallow- Hir- Indica. Gm. Latham. 
Syn. 56. 

Brown ; crown red ; body beneath whitish. India. 

Panayan Swallow. Hir. Panayensis. Gm. 
Sonnerat. Voy. ^6. 

Silky black ; beneath, white ; forehead and throat, 
yellow ferruginous ; throat, margined by a black 
collar. Phillipine Islands. 

Hir. subis. Lin. Edw\ 120 

This species, according to Lichtenstein, is a variety 
of H. ptirpnrea. 
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Ambergris Swallow. Hir. amhrosiaea. Gm. Briss- 
ii. 45. 

Gray brown, beneath paler ; tail much furcated. 

Brazilian Swallow. Hir. tapera. Lin. Hir. 
Americana. Briss. ii. 46. — 3. 

Brown, beneath grayish ; belly white ; tail slightly 
forked. Brazil. 

Black Swallow. Hir. nigra. Gm. Briss. ii. 46. f. 3. 

Black ; wings very long. Cayenne. Sometimes 
found with a white frontal band. 

Daurian Swallow. Hir. Daurica. Lin. Hir. 
Alpestris. Pall. 

Blue ; beneath white ; temples and rump ferruginous ; 
outer tail feathers very long, with a white spot on the 
inner edge. Siberia. 

Hir. rujifrons. Vieil. Vail. O. A. 245. 

Bluish black, belly white, forehead red, bill and feet 
black. South Africa. 

Hir. paludicola. Vieil. Vail. A. O. 246. 2. 
Ash brown ; beneath paler ; tail short. South Africa. 

Hir. cristata. Vieil. Vail. O. A. 247. 1* 

Pale gray, beneath ashy white; crested. South 
Africa. 


Hir. fuscata. PI. Col. 161. 

Brown, beneath white ; head, neck and breast rufous ; 
tail very slightly forked. Brazil. 



ORDER PASSERES. 


65 


Hir. jugularis. Pr. Max. PI. Col. 161. 

Red brown ; throat rufous ; breast and sides ashy yel- 
low. Brazil. 

Hir, melanoleuca. Pr. Max. PI. Col. 209- 

Lustrous black above ; throat, belly and abdomen very 
pure white. Length five inches. Brazil. 

Hir, Minuta, Pr. Max. PI. Col. 209- 

Fine blue above, beneath white ; wings and tail black, 
the former slightly forked, and shorter than the tail. 
Brazil. 

Greeny blue or white-hellied Swallow, Hir, bicolor, 
Vieil. Hir, viridia, Wil. A. O. V. 38. 

Dark greenish ; beneath blue ; tarsi naked, white. 
North America. 

The following species, not noticed in the Regne 
Animal,’’ have been named. 

Hir. domestica. Vieil. Azara. n. 300. 

Shining blue ; throat and crop whitish, varied with 
brown ; chest and belly white ; tail forked. Paraguay. 

Hir. Cyanoleuca. Vieil. Hir. melampiga. Lich. 
Azara. 303. 

Above steel colour ; wings, and tail, which is forked, 
sooty above, white beneath. Paraguay. 

H. Pyrrhonota. Vieil. not. Lath. Azara. n. 305. 

Crown blue ; forehead, reddish brown ; cheeks and 
throat reddish ; back blue, edged with whitish ; rump 
brown. Paraguay. 
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Ooonalaschka Swallow, Lath. H, Ooonalaschi- 
kensis. Lath. 

Blackish ; beneath ash ; rump whitish. Ooonalaschka; 
length, 4^ inches. 

Peruvian Swallow, H, Peruviana, Brisson. 

Black ; beneath white ; abdominal band ash ; wings 
and tail pale grey. 

Otaheitan Swallow, H, Tahitica, Gm. Lath. 
Syn. iv. title page. 

Blackish brown, with blui.sh reflection above the fore- 
head ; neck and beneath purplish ; tail, slightly 
forked, black. Otaheite ; length, 5 inches. 

H, nigricans, Vieil. 

Blackish brown *, beneath pale white ; throat and crop 
brown streaked ; tail slightly forked. Australasia. 

Hir. thalassifius. Swainson. 

Above changeable green, with lilac reflection ; beneatli 
snowy wliite ; wings and tail violet brown ; tail 
slightly forked. 

* Tail even ; two outer feathers very long^ and half 
Jilffbrm. 


Wire-tailed Swallow, Lath. //. Jilifera. 

Bluish; beneath white; wing and tail black ; tail with 
a white subterminal spot ; brown nape ; upper j)art 
of neck rufous. India. — British Museum. 

Hirundo rujice'ps, Licht. 

Crown and forehead chesnut ; upper part of body and 
eye-streak steel black ; beneath white; chest-band fer- 
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rugineous ; tail notched shorter than the wings ; two 
outer tail feathers of male very long. Nubia. 

** Two middle tail feathers different J)rom the 
rest. 

H. Alhicollis. Vieil. cypseliLS collaris, Pr. Mag. 
PL Col. p. 195. 

Black ; s neck above and chest white. Brazils. A 
chcetura of Stephens. 

Hir. Rutila. Vieil. 

Blackish; forehead, cheeks, throat, and neck red; two 
middle tail feathers sharp tipped, rest rounded. 

Foreign countries have some swallows with a tail 
almost square, and others, whose square and short 
tail has its quills terminating in a point. 

St. Domingo Swallow. H. Dominicensis. Briss. 
H. albwenter. Vieil. PL Enl. 545. 

Steel-black ; belly white; tail blackish. 

Brown-collared Swallow. H. torquata. Gm. PL 
Enl. 723. 

Brown ; beneath white ; pectoral band and thighs 
brown. South Africa. 

White-winged Sicallotv. H. leuvoptera. Gm. PL 
Enl. 546. 

Shining bluish ; ash beneath ; rump and wings varied 
with white. Cayenne. 

Gray-rumped Swallow. H. Fancica. Enl. 544. 
Blackish with white rump. India. 
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Wheat Swallow. H. Borhonica. Gm. H. vireseens^ 
Vieil. 

Blackish brown ; beneath gray, spotted with brown. 
Isle of France. 

Rufous-rumped Swallow. Hir. Americana. 

Gm. 

Blackish brown ; with a shining green tint ; beneath 
white; rump and vent red. South America. 

Hir. fulm. Vieil. Bonap. Am. Omith. F. 7 
H. lunifrons. Sav. 

Blue -black ; beneath brownish ; throat white ; forehead 
and rump ferrugineous. North America. 

Also have been named 

H. rupicollis. Vieil. 

Body above and chest grey brown ; throat red ; belly 
yellowish red. Brazil. 

H. Javanica. Lath. Sparmann Mus. 100. PI. 
col. b3. 

Blackish shining blue ; beneath ash ; forehead, throat, 
and crop, ferrugineous ; side-tail feathers spotted white 
at tip. India and New Holland. 

H. Cyanoptyrha. Vieil. 

Head and body, above, blue ; forehead, and beneath 
throat red; quills and tail brown. South America. 

H. pyrrhonota^ H. Americana. B. Lath. 

Blackish brown ; beneath whitish ; rump and ^ ent red. 
India. 
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H, Hortemia. Lich. H, Jlavigaatra^ Vieil. Azara, 
306. 

Body above blackish brown ; throat and crop red ; 
chest and belly yellowish white. Paraguay. 

Redr-headed Swallow. Lath. Hir. Erythrocephala. 
Gm. 

Blackish above ; white beneath ; head red ; wings and 
tail brown. India. 

Aah-bellied Swallow. Lath. H. drier ea. Gm. 

Shining black ; beneath, ash ; tail edged with yellow- 
ish gray. Peru and Otaheite. 

H. leucorhoea. Vieil. 

Blue, with violet tint over the eyes and body; beneath, 
white ; quills and tail, black. Paraguay. 

H.fusca. Vieil. Azara. 301. 

Brown ; throat and belly white, with a brown and 
white band on chest ; quills and tail brown. Paraguay. 

Others have square, short tails, and the tail feathers 
ending in a point. 

Temminck has referred these sharp-tailed swallows 
to the Cypseli, or Swifts. And Mr. Stephens separates 
them generically under the name of Chcetura. 

Sharp-tailed Swallow. Lath. H. acuta. Gm. 
H. martinicana. Briss. PI. Enl. 544. Chcefttra 
martinica. Stephens. 

Black ; beneath, brown ; throat grey. Martinique. 
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Aculeated Swallow, Lath. H, Pelasgia, Lin. PI. 
Enl. ^26, Catesby’s Carolina, 8. 

Brown ; throat whitish. 

Cypselus giganteus. PI. Col. 364. 

Body black ; neck brown ; tail and wing-coverts and 
side of belly, bottle-green ; back and scapulars, dull 
ash ; §ides of belly and vent, white ; tarsi naked. 

//, albicollis, Vieil. Cypselus collaris. Pr. Max. 
col. 195. 

Sooty black in general ; deeper on the body than wings 
or head ; a white collar. Brazil. 

H. caudacuta. Lath. Chcetura australis. Step. 

Dusky, tinged with shining green ; forehead and 
throat white. New Holland. 

11. Pacifica. Lath. 

Dull brown ; throat and rump whitish. New South 
Wales. 


H. Oxyura. Vieil. 

Throat whitish, tail coverts blackish, varied with red- 
dish brown. South America. 

Chcetura Sabini. Gray. MSS. 

Bluish black ; belly and rump white. Africa. 
Capt. Sabine. 

The Goatsuckers. Caprimulgus. Linn. 

Have the same light soft plumage, and shaded with 
gray and brown, which characterizes the nocturnal 
birds. Their eyes are large ; their beak is still more 
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cleft than that of the swjtUo^iS, furnished with strong 
mustachios, and capable of engulphing the largest 
insects, which it retains by means of a glutinous 
saliva. On the base are the nostrils, in the form of 
small tubes ; their wings are long, the tail squared, 
the feet short, with feathered tarsi, and toes united 
at the base by a short membrane ; the thumb itself 
is thus united to the external toe, and can be directed 
forward ; the claw of the middle toe is often indented 
at its internal edge, and the external toe has but four 
phalanges, a conformation rare among the birds. 
These birds live in an isolated manner ; fly only 
during twilight or on fine nights, pursuing the pha- 
lenae, and other nocturnal insects. They nestle on 
the ground inartificially, and lay a small number o 
eggs. The air, which is engulphed in their large 
bill, as they fly along, produces a peculiar humming 
sound. 

We have but one species of them in Europe. 

Caprimulgus Europeus. L. Enl. 195. 

As large as a thrush •, of a gray brown, undulated 
and spotted with a blackish brown ; a whitish band 
proceeding from the bill to the nape. It nestles in 
the furze, and lays only two eggs. 

America produces many of these birds, with a 
round or square tail, one which is as large as an owl. 
Caprhn. grandis. Enl. 325. and another, C. vocffenis, 
Wils. V. 41, celebrated by the loud noise which it 
makes during spring. 

Another European species has been discovered. 
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Cap. Rujitorquis. Vieil. 

Above gray and black-banded, and black and gray 
streaked ; beneath yellowish black, cross lined ; throat 
white ; collar reddish ; three primaries internally white 
spotted ; two outer tail-feathers white tipped ; Mar- 
seilles. M. Baillon. 

The species of this genus are much involved in 
obscurity. 

Some have the tail rounded or wedge-shaped, and 
the middle claw serrated. 

C. Egyptius. Licht. C. Isahellanus. Temm. PI. 
Col. 379 . 

Tail equal; a little longer than the wings; Isabella 
very finely marbled with thin ziz-zag lines ; outer 
quill well banded with black ; inner spotted with 
white ; half collar white. Egypt. 

Caprimulgus Nubicus. Licht. 

Tail equal, a little longer than the wings ; pale ash ; 
crown, back, and coverts striated with black, and 
spotted with Isabella ; gula-band white ; chest and 
belly, black waved. Length, eight inches. Nubia. 

C aprimulgtis Icteropus . V ieil . 

Blackish gray, varied with ferrugineous and white ; 
beneath reddish white ; crown banded ; wings blackish 
and yellowish, transversely streaked. China. 

Cap. Cyanus. Lath. Cap. Cayennenis. Gm. C. 
Leucurus. Vieil. PI. Enl. t. 760. 

Red and gray, variegated, and lined with black; throat 
and wing-band white ; temples red, with five black 
streaks; side-tail feather white edged; tail equal. 
South America. 
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Cap. Griseus. Gm. 

Gray ; wings blackish, ' gray banded ; tail rather 
longer than the closed wings, black banded. South 
America. 

Cap. Nattereri. Temm. PI. Col. t. 107 ) 

Breast, wing, tail, and above black, red spotted ; 
throat dusky, with a white lunule spot ; belly, vent, 
and under tail-coverts rufous, black barred. Brazils. 

Long tailed Goatsucker. Lath. H. vii. t. 14. 
C. climaturus. Vieil. Gal. t. 112. Cap. longicaudus. 
Steph. 

Variegated brown; ferrugineous and black ; crown, 
ash, spotted with rust ; throat with a white spot ; 
tail longer than the body, barred with dusky. Se- 
negal. 

Gold coloured Goatsucker. Capr. torquatus. Gm. 

Two middle feathers of tail longest ; ash brown, 
varied with dull yellow, and whitish spots ; collar 
golden. Brazils. 

Capr. gracilis. Lath. 

Tail lengthened ; above ash ; varied with brown and 
white ; beneath white striated, and spotted with ferru- 
gineous yellow ; middle toe. New Holland. 

Caprimulgus Hirundinaceus. Spix. Braz. ijt. 2. f. 1. 

SmuJl ; fuscous brown ; throat, and beneath, red black 
banded ; tarsi woolly ; outer tail feather banded, and 
internally tipped with white ; middle claw serrated ; 
tail equal ; Brazil, 
von. VII. 
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Chuck WilVs Widow. Capr. Carolineneis^ Gm. 
Wils. A. O. t. 54. f. 2. pi. Enl. t. 735. C. rufus. 
Vieil. C. brachypterm. Shftw. 

Bristles shorter than the bill ; tail rounded, reaching 
an inch beyond the wings ; three outer-tail feathers 
on the inner web at tip white ; in fern, ochraceous. 
North America. Twelve inches. 

Whip-poor^Will. Cap. Virginianus. Vieillot. O. A- 
t. 23. not Lin. C. Vociferus. Wils. A. O. v. t. 
41. f. 1, 2, 3. 

Bristles much longer than the bill; tail much rounded, 
reaching one-half beyond the wings ; primaries mot- 
tled ; outer-tail feathers tipped with white ; in fern . ; 
ochreous. North America. 

Capri, infuscatus. Ruppel. Atlas 16. 

Body reddish brown ; feathers all finely waved with 
black ; throat, chin-band, quills, and two outer tail 
feathers white ; whiskers large, strong. 

White-throated Goatsucker. Cap. Alhicollis. Lath. 
Vieillot. Azara. n. 310. 

Above reddish brown, varied with pale black; be- 
neath red, transversely black lined ; throat white ; 
primaries white banded. S. America. Allied to 
Virginianus. 

Caprimulgus Sphenurus. Vieil. Azara. 

Head and scapulars black and brown ; wings black, 
varied with white and red; throat reddish white; 
body, beneath, and back, blackish ; white streaked. 

Cap. Torquatus. Vieil. 

Ash brown, varied with dull yellow and whitish spots; 
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collar golden ; two middle tail longest ; feet 

black. S. America. 

Javan Goatsucker. Lath. Capr. Macrurus. Horsf. 

Clouded, ferrugineous, and blackish ; vertical streak 
and band on the wings quite black ; tail longer than 
the body ; wedge-shaped; thrpat. band white. Java. 
Length, ten inches. 

Chuppa Goatsucker. Lath. Cap. Ajffinis. Horsf. 

Variegated, black, brown, and ferrugineous; quills 
brown ; three outer white banded ; rest variegated, 
ferrugineous, and gray ; two outer tail feathers inter- 
nally white. Java. Length nine inches. Allied to 
C. Asiaticus. Lath. 

Bombay Goatsucker. Cap. Asiaticus. Lath. C. 
Pectoralis. Vieil. Vail. O. A. t. 49. C. Pecto- 
ralis. Cuv. 

Ashy, clouded, with black and ferrugineous ; pecto- 
ral band ash ; vertical streak blackish;, maxilla and 
gular spot pale ; middle claw toothed. India. South 
Africa. 

American Goatsucker. Cap. Americanus. Gm. 
Sloane. Jam. t. 255. f. 1. 

Body gray, variegated with yellowish brown ; nostrils 
cylindrical. America. 

Varied Goatsucker. Caprimulgus VariegattLs. Vieil. 
Azara. in. 313. 

White, varied with black and brown ; beneath, cross 
lined, with blackish ; throat white. Paraguay. 

L 2 
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Guiana Goatmcker, Cap, Guyanensis, Gmel. 

Fulvous, spotted and streaked with reddish ; a white 
subgular moon. 

Rufous Goatsucker, Cap, Rufus. Gmel. Cap. 
Guyanensis, Var. Vieil. PL Enl. t. J35. 

Rufous, varied with black ; wing coverts, and body 
beneath blackish-banded ; quills red and black ; tail 
black-banded. Cayenne. 

Brazilian Goatsucker. Cap. Brasilianus. 

Blackish, varied with yellowish, and punctated with 
white ; beneath, variegated white and black ; tail as 
long as the wings. 

Indian Goatsucker, C, Indicus, Lath. Cap. 
Cinerescens. Vieil. 

Ashy, with black cross lines ; cheeks, chest, and 
wings spotted with ferrugineous ; tail ashy, black 
banded ; outermost feathers variegated, feruginous 
and black. India. 

Caprimulgus Nacunda. Vieil. 

C. Diurnus^ Pr. Max. PI. Col. 182. C. Campestris. 
Licht. Nacunda. Azara. n. 312. 

Red-black ; dotted throat, with a white lunule spot 
beneath ; white chest, brown-lined ; middle toe said 
to be serrated. Paraguay. 

White-collared Goatsucker. Cap. Semitorquatiis. 
Lath. PI. Enl. 734. 

Blackish, spotted with red and grey ; neck with a 
white crescent. Cayenne. 
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Jamaica Goatsucker. Lath. Capri. Jamaicensis, 
Gml. Enl. 98. 

Ferrugineoushlack, streaked; wings white, variegated ; 
quills brown, white spotted; tail black-banded ; middle 
claw entire. J amaica. 

Caprimulgus Leucopygus. Spix. I. 3. f. 2, 

Small : olive-brownish black ; beneath black ; throat 
white waved ; and wings spotless ; tail equal, inner 
base white marked ; feet naked, not serrated. Brazil. 

Caprimulgus Longicaudatus. Spix. 

Ferrugineous; spotted, with black chest; beneath with 
white lunule spot ; tail longer than the wings ; sub- 
graduated ; posthumeral coverts whitish ; quills and 
tail reddish, black banded ; tarsi scarcely naked ; 
middle claw not serrated. Brazil. 

One half of the end of tail-feather acutely suhtu- 
lated. 

Sharp-tailed Goatsucker. Caprimulgus Acutus. Lath. 
PI. Enl. t. 7 . 32. 

Olive-grey ; beneath red, rayed all over with black- 
ish ; head and neck red-brown. South America. 

One has tail forked^ and the middle claw gerrated. 

Cap. Enicurus. Vieil. Azara. 315. 

Crown whitish, varied with blackish lines and dots ; 
throat with a white crescent ; body olive-brown ; 
beneath red, cross-lined with blackish. Brazil. 

Africa has also some of them ; and, among the 
number, some with pointed tails, and others with 
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forked tails approaching Hirundo. ^ There is one also 
in America, the forks of whose tail are longer than 
the body. The middle cdaws of these species with 
forked tails is not indented. 

Scissor-tailed GoatstLcker. Lath, 'Caprimulgus 
Comutrisy Vieil. Urutau Azsisl^ n. 308. C. Grandis^ 
Gml. C. psalurus. Tern, PL Col. F. 157-158. PL 
Enl. 325. 

Body olive-red, varied with black and brown ; beneath 
red, brown, and black ; belly whitish-brown ; throat 
reddish ; side of the face with egrets. 

Fork-tailed Goatsucker, Cap, Forjicatus, l^ieiL 
Vail. O. A. p. 47-48. C, Furcatus, Cuv. 

Black, brown, and white variegated ; tail very much 
forked. Cape of Good Hope. 

Some have the tail forked^ and the middle toe 
serrated. 

Cap. Furcifer. Vail. Azara. 309- 

Blackish; chest whitish, lined with reddish and 
blackish ; belly pale red ; quills blackish, cross-lined 
with red and white ; feet feathered. 

Caprimulgus Rwpestris. Spix. Braz. 

Throat whitish ; abdomen, middle of the wings, and 
the sides of the tail, which is shortly furcated, white ; 
chest brownish ; tarsi half naked. Brazil. 

Night Hawk. Capri, Virginianus. Gm. C Arne- 
ricanus, Wils. A. O. fi. 40. f. 12. C, Popetue. Vieil. 
O. A. f. 29. 

Bill without bristles ; tail forked, not reaching to the 
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tij>s of the wings; priboaries plain bliMjkisV with a 
white spot. In the male, the triangular thx^at spot 
and tail band white. North America. 

Tail forked^ hut of which the middle daw hue not 
been observed. 

JBcmded Goatsucker. Cap. Vittatus. Lath. Supp. 

Under part bluish ; back bluish-clouded ; crown and 
nuchal band black ; quills and tail, ferrugineous 
brown. New Holland. 

Strigdid Goatsucker. Cap. Strigdides. Lath. 

Ferrugineous brown ; above varied with dull streaks 
and spots ; beneath brown ; wing-coverts with three 
pale lines ; eyebrows white ; tail slightly forked. 
New Holland- 
er^. Manurus. Vieil. 

Silvery grey, spotted with black ; smaller wing-coverts 
white spotted; tail, two outer feathers five inches 
longer than the middle ones, the third and fourth 
very short. Brazil. 

A species, also from Africa, but with the tail 
round, is very remarkable for having a feather twice 
the length of the body, arising near the bend of each 
wing, which is only bearded near its extremity. 
Cap. Lfongipennis of Shaw. Nat. Misc. t. 265. 

C. Macropteropus of Afzelius. Hist. Sierra Leone. 
White-throat Goatsucker. C. Albo Gularis. Vigors, 
and Horsfield, from specimen in possession of M. Lead- 
beater. 

Brown, varied with black, grey, and yellow ; under- 
neath yellowish ; ipot on throat white. 
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Spotted Goatsucker. C. Guttatus. Vigors and Hors- 
field. Lin. Trans. 

Ferrugineous, spotted with brown ; quills spotted with 
yellow. New Holland. 

New Holland Goatsucker. Caprimtdgus Novae 
Hollanditjc. Lath. Philip. New South Wales. 

Olive-brown, clouded with black and white ; beneath 
whitish ; neck and chest, obscurely banded ; tail 
rounded; middle claw entire. New Holland. 

This forms the genus .iEgotheles of Horsf. and 
Vigors. 

The Podarges. Podargus Cuv. 

Have the form, colour, and habits of the goat- 
suckers, but their bill is slender, and they have 
neither interdigital membranes or indentation of the 
middle claw. 

Mr. Vigors considers them as connecting the goat- 
suckers with the owls. 

The Ash-coloured Goatsucker. P. Cuvierii. Vieill. 
Gal. 123. 

Coloured, varied tints of ash, whitish and blackish ; 
as big as a crow. 

The Red Podnrgm. P. Javanemis. Horsf. 

Red, varied with brown ; a white band along the 
scapulars. 
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The Horned Podargm. P* Cornutus. PL Col. 159. 
Red, varied with white j and with great tufts of 
feathers at the ears. 

M. Temminck identifies this species with the last. 

Cold^river Goatsucker, Lath. vii. 369. P. Humeralis, 
Vig. Hors. P. Australis, Stephens. 

Dark, varied with black stripes, and black upper 
feathers ; outer web of quills with white ; tail slightly 
banded. 

The Great-headed Podargus. Caprimulgus Mega- 
cephalus. Lath. 

Pale browTi ; head and neck very large, and full of 
feathers ; belly pale-ash. New South Wales. 

Trinidad Goatsucker. Steatornis Caripennis Humh. 

Gray-brown, varied with small streaks and dots of 
black ; quills and tail white. South America. 

M. Humboldt separates this remarkable species 
generically from Podargus, under the name Steatornis. 
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SUPPLEMENT ON THE FISSIROSTRES. 


The habitat of the swallow is said to extend itself to all 
those parts of the earth’s surface in which insects, its prin- 
cipal food, are to be found. In climates which are exposed 
to considerable changes of temperature, these birds indeed 
are only seen periodically ; but in intertropical countries, 
especially those which border on the temperate zones, as 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Lybia, &c. they remain during the whole 
year. The object attained by this phenomenon is principally 
a continued supply of food, and has probably but little 
reference to any given degree of atmospheric temj)eratiire 
necessary to these birds, whose country seems almost to be tlu‘ 
world at large. 

The cleft beak has furnished systematists with a charactei 
whence to name this family of birds Fissirosfres^ but the 
rapidity and dexterity of their flight would have afforded a 
still more striking distinction. They may, with peculiar 
propriety, be called tenants of the air, since they hunt their 
prey, and eat it, drink, and occasionally even feed their 
young, on the w ing ; indeed when not under the migratory 
influence, they may be said to live entirely on the wing and 
in the nest. Their rapidity is well known, and the ‘‘ murder 
aiming eye” of the most experienced sj)ortsmaii w ill seldom 
avail against the swallow, unless it be at the instant the bird 
makes an angle in flight, which it is remarkable for doing, 
probably in the pursuit of some insect out of its direct 
course; hence they themselves seldom fall a prey to the 
raptorial birds, while they commit the greatest havoc among 
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the insect tribes, particularly those in the winge^ state, 
which they pursue with unabated vigour and success. This 
pursuit is either close along the surface of the ground, or 
more or less elevated above it, according to the state of the 
atmosphere, which seems to govern the elevation of flight of 
insects. The relative state of humidity in the air may thus 
be inferred from the elevation of the swallow’s flight, while 
the vulgar regard it as actually anticipating the weather. 

That swallows are serviceable to mankind, by the destruc- 
tion of hosts of insects, injurious to our industry and con- 
venience, cannot be doubted; but there is certainly more of 
enthusiasm than of sound philosophy in asserting, that this 
was the object of their creation ; and there is perhaps too 
great a proneness in many well meaning persons, of warm 
imaginations, to conclude, that man is as it were the sole 
object of creation, and that every thing beneath him is 
wholly subservient to his existence. Man has indeed enough 
to be grateful for without derogating from the value of in- 
ferior creatures, or concluding that one set of beings was 
created solely for the destruction of another, that the balance 
of power might be thus preserved exclusively for his con- 
venience. That this balance of power is a subject of the 
greatest admiration is perfectly true ; but that it is attributable 
to a much higher and more direct agency than that alluded 
to, is most probable. 

The emigration of birds is a subject so entirely indepen- 
dent of all physical principles, as far at least as we can 
discover, that it may, without any figure of speech, be 
considered a standing miracle. We are generally ready 
rather to run into absurdities in endeavouring to ac- 
count for phenomena by material sensible agency, than to 
admit that our own powers of intellect are too finite to con- 
conceive the modus operandi of Providence. 

Hence, with reference to the particular subject of themigra- 
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tion of Swidlows, has probably originated the absurd systems 
incompatible with all the principlesof physiology, which have 
been invented to account for the periodical disappearance of 
these birds, although the actual fact of emigration is more 
easily observable in them than in any other of the class. 

A bishop of Upsal in 1555, Olaus Magnus (the epithet 
could not have been applied to him as a naturalist), asserted 
that the fishermen in northern countries frequently caught in 
their nets clusters of swallows attached closely to each other, 
which, if kept sufficiently warm, were soon restored to ani- 
mation, and that those left in the water, on the approach of 
warm weather, rose to the surface, and then took to flight, 
resuming their accustomed habits. However incredible this 
tale, it was generally received, and even supported by real 
observers of nature, among whom must be reckoned even 
the great Linnaeus ; a position, however, emanating from such 
a source, and recommended by such autliority, was certainly, 
in respect not to itself but its supporters, deserving serious 
investigation, which it has therefore meritcdly undergone. 

Montbeillard, who has examined this story, observes, that if 
it were true that all the swallows of any particular place or 
country, voluntarily plunged into the water yearly in October, 
and quitted it again in April, there must have been frequent 
opportunities of verifying the fact, either at the pericKl of 
their immersion, or their subsequent emersion: yet no credible 
witness, whose veracity and judgment could be relied on, has 
vouched for having seen it ; and notwithstanding the re- 
wards oflPered at different times, no .specimens of swallows 
found in a state of suspended animation under water, have 
ever been fortlicoming. The certificates produced by Klein, 
(another supporter of this doctrine) in his dissertation De 
Hyhemaculis Hirundinum^ speak only of isolated facts, not 
recent, or else founded on mere hearsay. Testimonies of this 
sort cannot avail against the established physiological princi- 
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pie, tliat a bird to whose being, air in abundanice is so essen- 
tial, could exist even by suspended animation, in the medium 
of water which would prevent the access of all air to the lungs* 
Another hypothesis to account for the disappearance of 
swallows has been invented, which is, that they retire to 
caverns and holes in the ground, and there remain torpid, 
like some of the mammalia, during the winter. This has 
been insisted on principally from the story published by 
Achard, who states, that while travelling down the Rhine about 
the end of March, in the year 1791, he saw children pulling 
birds out of holes on the banks, and having purchased some of 
them, which he found to be dormant, and, as it were, inani- 
mate, he put one in his b om, which, in about half an hour, 
awaked and flew away. 

Montbeillard, and especially Spallanzani, who was never 
stayed in the pursuit of natural knowledge by any feeling for 
the victims of his experiments, have examined the probability, 
or rather possibility, of these birds falling into a torpid state. 
The latter has ascertained, by the use of artificial cold, that 
swallows do not appear to suffer by cold at the freezing point ; 
that at 8" or O'* below it, they are sensibly affec ted but not 
killed, and that at 13 ’ or 14^ they speedily die. 

To ascertain the eflect of a continuance of low tempera- 
ture, Spallanzani enclosed some swallows in wicker basl;ets, 
covered with waxed silk to preserve them from humidity, and 
buried them in snow, through which he made a hole for the 
admission of fresh air. At the end of thirty-five hours some 
of them were dead, and others were greatly debilitated, but 
shewed no signs of lethargy ; ten hours after they had all 
died : and this experiment, first practised in the month of 
May, was repeated in the following July with the same" 
effect. To assure himself that the death of these birds was 
not caused by want of food, the experimentalist placed other 
swallows in his own room, and without food ; some of them 
resisted death till the fifth day, and none died till after three 
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days and an half. There remained, therefore, no doubt, that 
the buried birds died from cold and not from starvation, and 
did not pass into a lethargic state ; and hence we may con- 
clude they never do, a piece of knowledge, like many of 
those of the Italian naturalist, purchased at far too high a 
price, — no less than the sacrifice of the best feelings of 
humanity, when the end proposed was merely one of curiosity 
inapplicable to all useful purposes. 

So prevalent, even still, is the notion, that swallows take 
spontaneously to the beds of rivers, or pass the winter in a 
torpid state, that the re-recital of these experiments, and 
matter of fact to refute them, is not, as yet, needless. 

Swallows have been kept in cages during the whole winter, 
and have been found to moult during that season, which could 
not happen if the birds were under water. In Mr. Bewick’s 
History of British Birds is the following account, from the 
pen of Mr. Pearson : — 

“ Five or six of these birds were taken about the latter 
end of August, in a bat fowling-net at night ; they 

were put separately into small cages and fed with nightin- 
gale’s fcKxl ; in about a week or ten days they took food of 
themselves ; they were then put all together into a deep cage 
four feet long, wntli gravel at the bottom ; a broad shallow 
pan, w4th water, was placed in it, in which they sometimes 
washed themselves, and seemed much strengthened by it. 
One day Mr. Pearson observed that they went into the water 
with unusual eagerness, hurrying in and out again repeatedly 
with such swiftness as if they had been suddenly seized with 
a frenzy. Being anxious to see the result, he left them to 
themselves about half an hour, and on going to the cage, 
found them all huddled together in a corner apparently dead ; 
the cage was then placed at a proper distance from the fire, 
when only two of them recovered, and were as healthy as 
before; the rest died. The two remaining were allowed 
to wash themselves occasionally for a short time only, but 
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their feet soon after became swelled and inflamed, which 
Mr. P. attributed to tlieir perching, and they died about 
Christmas; thus the first year^’s experiment was in some 
measure lost. Not discouraged by the failure of this, 
Mr. P. determined to make a second trial the succeeding 
year, from a strong desire of being convinced of the truth 
respecting their going into a state of torpidity. Accordingly, 
the next season, having taken some more birds, he put them 
into the cage, and in every respect pursued the same method 
as with the last ; but to guard their feet from the bad effects 
of the damp and cold, he covered the perches with flannel, 
and had the pleasure to observe that the birds throve ex- 
tremely well *, they sung their song through the winter, and 
soon after Christmas began to moult, which they got through 
without any difficulty, and lived three or four years, regu- 
larly moulting every year at the usual time. On the renewal 
of their feathers, it appeared that their tails were forked ex- 
actly the same as in those birds which return hither in the 
spring, and in every respect their appearance was the wSame.'" 

M. Natterer has also kept a number of swallows in cages 
for eiglit or nine years together, and has observed that they 
all moulted about the month of February, the period when 
these birds having quitted Europe, are found in the warmer 
countries of Africa and Asia. It is obvious that their moult- 
ing at this period is irreconcilable with the idea that they 
hibernate in this country under water. 

The activity of these birds, as the period of their emigra- 
tion approaches, is very amusing, and we have a fine oppor- 
tunity, es])ecially on the southern shores of our own island, 
of witnessing their departure in many and numerous flocks. 
For some days previously to their quitting our shores, tliey 
may be seen in clusters so thick, sticking to the walls and 
sides of houses and elevated buildings, as to hide, even at a 
small distance, all ajipearance of that on wliich they rest, till 
at last they all quit together, and fly for a time east or west. 
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possibly in wait for stragglers not yet arrived from the 
interior, or take directly to the south, and are soon lost sight 
of altogether for the allotted period of their absence. 

We have already observed that the primary object of emi- 
gration is a supply of food ; and as in temperate countries, 
occasionally exposed almost to the extremes of cold as well as 
heat, the air abounds with insects only at particular seasons, 
it is natural enough that these birds, wliose locomotive 
powers, to almost any distance, are so striking, should quit 
such countries when the cold begins to deprive them of a 
sufficient supply of food. The fact abstractedly is less sur- 
prising than the mode, the regularity, and the punctuality 
with which it is performed. The whole of them quit our 
shores and the whole continent of Europe, and pass simul- 
taneously in organized bodies over the Mediterranean into 
Africa ; they arrive in Senegal about the ninth of October, 
and quit it for the north, in spring ; and however difficult to 
be credited, it seems ascertained beyond doubt, that tlic same 
pair which quitted their nest, and thelimited circle of their resi- 
dence here, return to the very same nest again ; and this, for 
several successive years, in all probability, therefore, for their 
whole lives. The simple experiment of tying a silk thread 
round the leg of one of these birds (which has been re- 
|x^atedly done,) will convince any one of tlie truth of this 
astonishing fact. Others have been caught, and carried in 
covered cages to very great distances, and then turned out. 
These have been observed immediately to fly to a great ele- 
vation, and then to describe a large circle several times, until 
havdng decided on the right course, they have jiroceeded, 
almost with the rapidity of an arrow, undeviatingly to their 
nest. 

Many anecdotes are related of the sociability and mutual 
readiness of these birds to assist each other ; but the story that 
these birds will unite to close the entrance of any nest which 
may have been tak*en possession of, during their absence, by a 
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Sparrow, seems to want confirmation. That this intruder will 
sometimes get possession of their nest, seems ascertained ; 
but the possibility of any number of swallows keeping the 
sparrow in while they compound, agglutinate, and harden a 
sufficient barricado against his escape, may be well doubted. 
Montbeillard has observed, that in such cases, the swallows 
will associate and threaten, if not attack, the intruder ; but 
he seems to think, that the sparrow is left eventually in peace- 
able possession of his usurped domicile, which, according to 
that naturalist, even if abandoned by the sparrow, would be 
spoiled by his temporary occupation, for the uses of its origi- 
nal builder. 

The swallows, properly speaking, are divided into many 
sections in the Regne Animal,*” all of them having the toes 
and the sternum disposed as in the passerine birds in general ; 
but in some, the thumb is nearly capable of being turned in 
front, and these have the feet feathered down to the toes, 
and the tail forked. Others have the toes naked, and the 
forks of the tail very long. Some have the tail nearly square, 
&c. ; but we shall proceed to the habits, &c., of some of the 
species, by which the general cliaracter of the whole genus 
may be estimated. 

The Marten (Hirnndo nrhiva^ Lin.J, says Daubenton, is 
domestic by instinct, seeking the society of man in spite of all 
its inconveniences, in preference to all others. This opinion, 
maintained also by Montbeillard, and on which many senti- 
mental reflections have been expressed, is opposed by Spal- 
lanzani, who would refer the nidifleation of these birds in our 
chimneys and window corners, more to the convenience 
aftbrded by this angle to the bird for the purpose, than to any 
predilection for human society. The dog, and some other 
quadrupeds, teach us, certainly, that they are capable of 
sentiment and preference ; but there are many circumstances 
of parity in the existence of man and the quadrupeds, which 
are not to be found in creatures of two distinct classes. Nor 
VOL VII. N 
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does there seem to be any other circumstance from which we 
may reasonably conclude in . favour of the instinctive pro- 
pensity of this bird for the society of man, than that of its 
attaching its nest to our dwellings, and this must be limited 
in its extent. The architecture of Africa cannot afford similar 
conveniences to these birds during their absence from Europe. 

This species is thought to be less familiar than the swallow, 
properly sj>eaking, and arrives here about the middle of 
April, eight or ten days later than the other. They build in 
the comers of windows, or under the eaves of houses. These 
are composed exteriorly of earth or clay, especially worm 
casts, which they moisten and agglutinate more effectually 
than the best prepared wall of a mud cabin. Within, they 
are lined principally with the feathers of other birds, dry 
grass, &c. ; the nest is larger than that of the swallow, but 
the opening, which is on the side at top, is smaller. They are 
said to have three brocxls during their stay here, viz., in May, 
June, and July, probably four or five at a time. 

Each incubation continues about fifteen days, and so well 
do the parents supply their young with food, that the crop 
may be observed to be enormously distended, and the young, 
as it is said, to weigh even more than the old birds ; nor do they 
quit the nest immediately on being able to fly, but continue 
some time longer to nestle with the parent bird. 

It appears, that in the south of Europe, these birds do not 
confine tliemselves to human habitations, but frequent also 
marshy spots, where they build and rear their young ; and it 
is observed of these by Montbeillard, that they do not, like 
those which frequent houses, return several seasons to the 
same nest, but build a new one every year. 

The Coimmm Swallow^ or Chimney Swallow^ so called 
to cbstinguish it from the marten, or window swallow, is best 
distinguished by the feet, which are naked, while those of its 
congeners are downy. This species visits us a few days earlier 
in the spring than the marten ; nor does it migrate, as is said, 



ORDER PASSERES. 


91 


so far to the south as the other species above named. Once 
arrived in this country, they are not observed to desert it 
again until the usual period of their return ; but in the south 
of Europe, according to Spallanzani, they will retire to the 
south even after their arrival^ in the event of a prevalence of 
sharp and cold winds, and return again in settled fine weather. 
The experiments alluded to in the former part of these obser- 
vations, on the genus, evince that some degrees below freezing 
will not destroy these birds, even when left altogether 
exposed. 

The swallow builds in general in the inside of chimnies, in 
which no fires are kept, and sometimes in other covered 
shelters about buildings. The female is said to have but 
two broods here : the first, about five, is probably more 
numerous than the second : the eggs are white, with reddish 
spots, while those of the marten are simply white. The 
experiment of marking a pair of these birds, by tying a 
silken thread to the leg or otherwise, has evinced, by the 
return of the same individuals to the same spot, in the 
following season, that they are monogamous. The parental 
tie appears to be ecpially strong as in tlie marten. 

In their habits, instincts, persons, migration, &c. the 
swallow, the marten, and the swift are greatly assimilated. 
Their physical specific diflerences are mentioned in the text ; 
and their instincts, ecpially disposed in favour of human habi- 
tations, differ only in the preference of one for the chimney, 
and of the other for the window ; a difference which, however 
unimportant, is nevertheless curious for its undeviating 
nature in both. 

The River Swallow {H. riparia. lAn.) does not arrive 
in this country until a few days after the swallow and marten, 
and it is thought to return to the south about the same time 
before them. They nestle in holes made principally in 
sand-banks which are two or three feet in length horizontally. 
The eggs, from four to six, are white. They may be seen 
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flying continually to and from near the surface of the watery 
without departing any distance from their nests in the neigh- 
bouring banks. They seem, like their congeners, to have 
or three broods in a season. 

Spallanzani tried a similar experiment on this species as he 
had pre^^ouslydone on the swallow and marten. Having drawn 
a male and female from the nest at the extremity of the hole, 
by means of a hooked wire^ he carrie<l them from Pavia to 
Milan ; and having arranged with a friend the precise moment 
when they w^ere to be set at liberty at the latter place, they 
were seen to enter the hole again exactly thirteen minutes 
after their departure ; and, by means of silken threads, the 
same pair were observed to return the following season to the 
same hole. 

It has been thought that this species is more hardy than 
the rest, and hibernates in the hole in which it breeds ; but many 
of these holes have been inspected in the winter, and no birds 
have been found : nor does there seem any good reason to con- 
clude that they differ from the swallow and marten in anything 
more essential, than those two species differ from each other ; 
the sand-bank distinguishes these from them, as the window 
and the chimney distinguish them from one another. It will 
be observed, however, by his language in the text, that the 
Baron is inclined to a contrary opinion. 

The Ptfrple Swallow {Hirunda piirpurea. Lath.) is a 
beautiful species. At first sight it appears altogether black, 
but its plumage, far from being uniform, varies according to 
the position of the eye which observes it, and the movements 
of the bird, and casts the most brilliant reflections of blue, 
violet, and purple. 

This swallow is protected by the Americans with great 
justice. It not only diminishes the number of winged insects 
which cause so much inconvenience, but it warns the poultry 
of the approach of birds of prey. The instant one of the 
latter makes his appearance, these swallows all assemble, and 
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soon put him to the rout, by the peitinacity of their attacks 
and their clamorous cries. They nestle in holes made ex- 
pressly for that purpose, about the houses or under cornices, 
like the window swallow. During the entire summer they 
are found in such places, but retire on the approach of winter. 

This swallow is an inhabitant of Louisiana, of Carolina, 
and of all North America, as far as Hudson'’8 Bay. 

The Hirundo Fusca^ VieilL^ is a native of Paraguay. It 
rarely enters towns or villages. It is usually observed singly, 
or in pairs ; but when winter approaches, which is the period 
of its departure, it forms troops, sometimes of an hundred 
individuals. It is much more rare and more wild than the 
domestic swallow of the same country. It is imagined gene- 
rally to nestle in holes, and is said to dispute sometimes for 
the nest of the rufous bee-eater, or the dwarf-parrot. 

Hirundo Cayanensis (the White-collared Swift oi Latham) 
is distinguished, as its name imports, by a collar of the purest 
white, finely contrasting with a velvet black with violet 
reflections, which predominate in the rest of the plumage. 
This bird makes its nest in tlie houses. It is very large, and 
constructed with dog’s-bane, in the form of a truncated cone, 
one of the bases of which is five inches in diameter, and the 
other three ; its length is nine. The larger base is composed 
of a sort of pasteboard made of the same material. The 
cavity is obliquely divided about half-way Us length, by a 
partition, which extends over that part of the nest where the 
eggs are, that is pretty near the base, and over this is a sort 
of plug of the soft down of the dogVbane, to shield the 
young ones from the external air. 

The White-rumped Swallow of Paraguay {^Hirundo Leu- 
corrhoa^ Vieillot) is not wild. It flies very near the ground in 
the open country, and does not usually enter inhabited places. 
It is fond of accompanying travellers and seizing the flies 
and butterflies which they disturb. It nestles in the holes of 
palm trees, &c. ; but near the river of La Plata, where there 
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{I Imilt iln nett in the hoQow limbs of wbil^ 
h«rk) gtnw, huir, or similar substances ; but when it bu3t in 
old use of mud* These old houses ate the 

d<|p||||j[>d ..bliWfWf abandoned tihehr worn-out 

fani » t and tlu^||M|,are ocostrueted on die wa}bplntes, as 
they are nulled, fln^&olony. Of the nests which have been 
brought to me, t j|^p|^^|b|^ed that the out^e was made of 
mud, and the feathers* Though I have 


seen swallows ||||^|i^hout the year, yet it is my 

belief diet eyes are black.**^ 

Although to birds we have 

noticed the nests of stoallM, will be necessary 

to add a few detaHi ^ ^ iOlyect in lihis jAlsse. 

This bird, which Inbidfti liaiiks, dboces, is designated 
in the Philippine Idandl Iqr dk name of and is 

celebrated by the vify angular OisslS wbidi ft Waitructs, 
These nests have been compared to those pi^iaolioiis osl}e4 
by the ancients the nests of the halcyon ; but the compariscm 
does not hold good, for those maritime pniductioBs so called 
by the ancients, are not ^birds' nests, but the receptacles oi 
the polype, which at present are termed alcyonium. 

All authors are agreed on the estimation in which tba 
Chinese, and other Asiatics, hold the nest of the Salangana^ 
as a delicacy of the table, and on the hi^ ^^j^ce and value 
which they bear ; but they differ much as UT^lbeir nature^ 
form, and the places in which they are to be found. Accord, 
ng to some, the substance of these nests is a sort of frodi of 
^the sea, or of the spawn of fifb, which is strongly Alromatic, 
though others assert that it has no taste at all ; some pretend 
that it is a kind of gum, collected by the birds on the tree 
called Caiambone ; others, a viscous humour, which they 
discharge through the bill at the season of reproduction. 
Blany again declare, that these swallows compose their nests 
of the dtbria of hohthtiria^ be. 

As to their form, some say that it is hemiphmrknl ; others 







iecpre?ient ^ 

JPiiljpWtttieS, %f *1 r 

^ With r^piSrd to llkeplaceii iN^Me 
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the lotlel at tSie sea. Othets that they are in the hoHowg of 
these game rocks; and others, that they conceal them in 
holes in the earth. 

Aooording to Kcemirfer, these nests, as we are acquainted 
with them, are nothing more than a preparatioii made fiom 
the flesh of tha polype. From such contrarieties many were 
inclined to believe that either these nests did not exist at all, 
or that nothing to he depended on was known concerning 
them. 

Montbeillard, for the purpose of settling these doubts, 
addressed himself to M. Poivre, a very enlightened and accu- 
rate observer. This traveller, while he was employed in 
collecting shells and corals, in a little islet called Petit Toque, 
situated near Java, entered into a tolerably deep cavern, hol- 
lowed in the rocks which border on the sea, and he found its 
sides, &c. hung with small nests, closely adhering to the 
rock. When these nests were removed, they were recog- 
nized by persons who had made several voyages to China, to 
be the nests held in such high esteem among the Chinese. 
The birds which had ccmstructed them, were distingtnshed 
by M. Poivre to be true swallows, but whose size was nearly 
that of the oolibris. He adds, that in the months of March 
and April, the seas which extend from Java to Cochin China 
to the north, and from the western point of Sumatra to New 
Ouinea on the east, are covered with the spawn of fish, winch 
forms on the water like a strong demi-diluted glue, and that 
he learned from the Malays, the Cochin Chinese, the Indians of 
the Philippine Islands, and the Moluccas, that the Salangana 
makes its nest wilh this fish-spawn. They were all agreed on 
this point. The bird collects it either as it shaves the level 
surface of the sea, or when it places itself on the rocks where 
vn. 
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this spawn is coagulated and deposited. At the epoch of the 
construction of the nest, threads of this viscous matter liave been 
observed to hang from tlie bill of the bird. The observer we 
have quoted, collecttHl some of this fish-spawn, and having 
dried it, declares it to be similar to the substance of the nests 
of the Salangana. 

Notwithstanding all this. Sir Kverard Home, who has 
investigated tlie stomach of a bird of this description, has 
given his decided opinion that the edible nests are com})osed 
ot a substance secreted by the glands of that organ. 

In our introductory es.say on birds, we have cited another 
opinion, which appears to be by no means void of fouiulation. 
But we must refer our readers to tlie part in question, and 
forbear all repetition here. 

At the end of July and in the commencement of August 
the Cochin-C'hinese collect tliese nests. Tlie species docs not 
suffer by this, as these s^s allows multi])ly in March and April. 

The form of the nests, according to the most accurate 
ob.-*ervers, is that of a semi-ellipsoid, hollow, elongated, and 
cut at right angles through the centre of its grand a\is. 
Tiiey are coiiijioscd externallv of very slender lamina', nearly 
(•(jncentric, and inclining so as to cover each other. The 
interior exhibits many layers of irregular net- work, w ith very 
unequal meshes, superposed on each other, and formed by a 
multitude of threads of tlie same substance as the exterior, 
and which cross and re-cross each other in every direction. 
This comjKisition, which has a slight flavour of salt, is of a 
yellowish demi-trans]iarent white. It softens in hot water 
without dissolving, and swells as it softens. It constitutes a 
substantial nourishment, full of prolific juices ; and its effect, 
says Mauduyt, is excellent on exhausted constitutions, and 
where the stomach performs its functions badly. Poivre 
assures us, that he never ate any thing more nourishing 
and restorative than the soups made of these nests and some 
good meat combined. 
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These nests are of two kinds, the white and black. Some 
inhabitants of Sumatra are of opinion that they are the work 
of swallows of two different species. But Marsden, who 
relates this opinion, presumes that the white nests are those 
of the same year, and the black the old ones. He cites a 
fact, which seems to set the matter at rest. The Sumatrans, 
who collect these nests, destroy the old ones which they can- 
not bring away, in great quantities, that they may have a 
fresh supply of wliite ones in their place the approaching 
season. 

These birds employ nearly two months to construct their 
nests, lay two eggs in each, and hatch them for about fifteen 
days. When the young are feathered is the time to carry oft' 
the nests, which is done three times a year. It is certain 
that these birds have three broods every year. They do not 
appear, according to Kirker, on the coasts, except in the 
laying season : but M. Poivre tells us, that they live all the 
year round in tlie islets, aijd on the rocks where they were 
born. 

In the o]hnion of Sir George Staunton, followed by Dr. 
Latham, there is more than one species of swallow engaged 
in the construction of these curious and celebrated nests. 
The Doctor gives a figure of what he names the esculent 
swallow (for the subject we are now on he calls the edible), 
witli its nest, which is as large as the river swallow. This was 
sent from Sumatra, with its nest and young, to Sir Joseph 
Banks, who presented them to Dr, Latham. 

We shall now make a few observations on the swallows of 
South Africa, from M. Levaillant. 

All the swallows which nestle in this part of the globe 
remain there only during the summer season, when there is 
the greatest degree of heat ; and all the species of hirundi^ 
seen there during the winter of that country, or the rainy 
season, called in these climates the bad monsoon, are birds, 
which come from other countries of Africa, after having had 
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iheir brcx>d in them, and which do not make a second there- 
This is evident from these last always bringing their young 
ones with them ; and as the swallows which return to })ass 
the hot \Neather in these same countries, for the purpose t)f 
H‘j>roduetion, do not bring young birds with them, it is a 
]n‘o(^t’ tliat tliey have not brought fortli during their absence. 
l"his is an additional argument that the birds do not re])ro- 
ciuee in the two seasons of the year, although they cliangt‘ 
countries. may further remark, tliat the birds wliieli 

are ])urelv birds of passage inaeountiv, and do not re])ro- 
duce there, never arrive during the bi\K)ding season of that 
particular country ; and it is also not to be expected that 
thev should lay at a season wlu'U none of the indigenous 
birds of the country do so. Such observations must of 
necessity throw* great light on tlu‘ migrations of bii’ds, if 
travellers attend particularly to discover, in the countries 
thev visit, the species which rejmKluce there, and those* 
w iiich do not. ^ 

I’lie obseiwations of ]\r. Levaillant on tliis subject are s(> 
interesting, tliat we .sliall make a fiirtliei extract of their 
substance*. 

H(‘ remarks, and the observation is of e(jna] intei\‘St and 
importance, that a c-ertain species whieli makes its brood in 
one country, (juits that country and goes elsewhere; while, 
frequently, other individuals of the same s])ecies which have 
reproduced elsewhere, come and replace the former. This 
w'ould very naturally lead us to conclude that it is not always 
the want of food that induces birds to exyiatriate, but an 
absolute necessity of changing climate. In Europe, where 
during winter no insects are found, it is very natural that the 
specie.s which have no other nutriment, should, all of them, or 
for the most part, migrate. Some ft‘W’, indeed, as we liavc* 
seen, remain, and pass this rigorous season among us, still 
finding wherewithal to subsist. But in the very warm cli- 
mates, from which all the swallow s which have nestled thcK* 
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depart on the entrance of the rainy monsoon, most assuredly 
it is not the want of nutriment which causes them to migrate, 
for in this very same season other swallows arrive, which 
remain there, and find wherewith to subsist. Among mi- 
grating birds, wo must also make a difference between those 
that only traverse a country, and those which make a regular 
sojourn of many months. 

“ It would appear,’** says M. LevailLant, in conclusion, 

that the birds of every country may be divided into three 
distinct Classes : the birds proper and peculiar to the country, 
that is, those wliich nestle there ; the stationary birds, which 
sojourn there without repi*oducing ; and, finally, the birds of 
passage, which only traverse the country without eitlier stop- 
])ing or leaving any offspring. But before such a division 
can be established with any thing like accuracy, how much 
labour, observation, and patience, will be necessary ! (>ru‘ 
thing we may venture to predict, that the work will inwer 
be performed by the ornithologists of thc‘ closet.” 

The Cftpe Sivalhnv (Uinissel'nir^ of Levaillant) passes tin* 
entire summer at the (hpe. It is also the species found most 
fre(|uent]y and abundantly over tlie entire southern point of 
Africa. It is met with every wliere, but more particularly 
in inhabiteil })laces. These birds are so familiar that th(‘y 
enter houses, and especially those belonging to the colonists 
of the interior, for in the town their visits are not much 
encouraged, an account of the dirt they occasion in apart- 
ments. '^riie ]3easants, who are less scrupidous on this point, 
suffer them not only to establish themselves very (|uietly in 
their dirty halls, wliich bid defiance to contamination, but 
also behold them nestle with great pleasure in their chambers, 
because they regard them as birds of good omen. I’he nest 
of these birds, when constructed in a chamber, is attached to 
the ceiling against a beam, and built with clay, mixed up 
like those of our European swallows. But its form is alto- 
gether different. It is a hollow ball, to which a long 
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tunnel is adapted, through which the female glides into the 
interior of the nest. Inside it is furnished with a profusion 
of tlie most downy materials. The eggs are four to six in 
number, white, sprinkled with small brown spots, and the 
incubation lasts from sixteen to eighteen days. 

This species, in relation to its form, is probably that which 
some travellers, who have only seen it fly, have taken for our 
chimney swallow. Its gait, cry, and physiognomy are ex- 
actly similar. 

The Rufo7is-f routed Swallow is exactly similar to the 
preceding in form, but characterized by a red band across the 
forehead. M. Lcvaillant only met this species during the 
rainy monsoon, and never in the breeding season. He 
therefore thinks it probable that it only passes the winter in 
the South of Africa, and never nestles there. The only 
difference he observed between the sexes was, that the 
f<^nialc was not quite so large as the mail, nor had the tail so 
lonp;. 

Many of these swallows were found by this naturalist in a 
c ollection of birds made in Senegal. He thinks it probable 
tliat their true country is situated near the equinoctial, and 
tliat tlicy (]uit this region to betake themselves southward to 
pass the rainy season, after having reared their young ones. 
The young which they bring with them, when they arrive at 
the Cape, incontestably proves that they nestle elsewhere. 

The Sharp-qidlled Swallows have a short, robust, and 
rounded tarsus ; strong claws ; the thumb articulated more 
liighly in the tarsus than in the preceding species, and the 
croup is muscular. But they are more particularly distin- 
guished by thick stalks to the caudal quills, which terminate 
in a sharp point, furnished with barbs, from which the name 
Acutipennw has been attached to them. 

These swallows take the place of the martens in America, 
w here the latter birds are not found ; for the birds of this 
continent, on which this name has been imposed, are true 
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swallows. They rise to a very great height in the air, and 
are of a distrustful disposition, which always makes them 
keep out of range of shot. Their flight is uncertain and 
rapid, and they execute every motion which pleases them 
with the most perfect facility. Sometimes they may be 
observed clapping their wings with precipitation, sometimes 
extending them at full length, like broad vans winnowing the 
air. They pursue every direction which suits them, either 
horizontally, perpendicularly, or obliquely. They pass with 
much dexterity among the dry branches, and they are so 
essentially organized and destined for flight, that they never 
stop, or repose for a moment in the day. 

The South American species nestle in the hollows of trees, 
or unite together in families. Those of North America 
usually establish their domicile in chimneys, where they 
construct a nest very ingeniously formed. In their plumage, 
manners, and style of life, they all present so much analogy 
that they would seem to compose only distinct races of one 
and the same species. 

Among the most remarkable of these swallows is that 
called Bibomhi {Hirmido Ocvytira whicli we shall take 

leave to call the Sharp-tailed Swallow^ to distinguish it from 
the aculeated Swallow of Latham. M. D’Azara has de- 
scribed this swallow under the name of Petit Martinet^ 
because he thinks that it resembles the marten of Europe. 
Like the latter, it cannot remain on the ground ; but its 
crooked claws, very strong and sharp, give it a facility of 
climbing. Some, says M. D'^Azara, name it Mhiyuimbopi ^ 
which means hat-swallow^ because it has somcT resemblance to 
the bat in colour, and in its mode of flying, which is more 
rapid and uncertain than that of any other species. It 
called by abbreviation Bihompi or Bibomhi, 

This species is very common in the woods of Paraguay. 
It always flies above the highest trees, and if in the open 
plain it sometimes approaches within forty or fifty feet of the 
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ground, it rapidly remounts to its ordinary elevation. It is 
a sedentary bird, and extremely wild. Like the oilier 
swalloAvs, it drinks flying, and sometimes catches, as it 
passes, the spiders which weave their nets under the branches. 
It passes tile night in the holes of trees. These swallows 
come to their retreats about sunset, in small flocks. Before 
tliey enter, they fly round about three or four times, and at a 
considerable distance from the tree. The cry which they 
utter in flying is something like the sound of a small castanel. 
There is no diflerence between the male and female, tlu* 
young and adult. 

The Aciileated Swalloir. Ilirnndo Pelasgia. It is an 
inhabitant of Ijouisiana and Carolina. It is also found still 
farther north, even to Pennsylvania, and beyond. Every >v here 
it fixes its n(‘st on the top of chimnies, or in the crevices of 
rocks, if it has no other choice of place. It constructs this 
nest Avith an industry peculiar to itself. First of all, it 
establishes a sort of ])latform, comjiosed of dry branches, and 
cemented togc'ther A\itli p(‘ach-tree gum, or that of licpiid 
andier. These materials arc in such abundance, that they 
sometimes stop uj) the aperture of the chimney. It is said, 
that the bird siip])orts itself, during this labour, by applying 
the sharp ])oints of its tail against the wall. On this sort of 
scaffolding it places the cradle of its young, which is com- 
])osed only vith small sticks, glued together A\ith the same 
gum, and arranged like the osiers of a basket, such as is 
gi\en to ]hgeons to hatcli in. It is open at top, and forms 
about the third of a circle. The eggs are four or five, of an 
elongated forn),*very gross in proportion to the size of the 
bird, s])otted and streaked with black and grayish brown 
towards the gross end, on a white ground. 

The Goatsttckeks {Capilmulgi) are so named from a 
most absurd notion, that they suck the mammae of goats, a 
notion which may perhaps have originated in the enormous 
depth and aperture of the gape. This vulgarism is by no 
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means modern, for it appears, by the Greek appellative, to 
have existed in the time of Aristotle, though it seems 
probable, that the first application of the name might have 
had rather a figurative than a literal meaning. Many of the 
insectiverous birds, it is true, are found frequently near the 
persons of cattle and sheep while grazing — for the purpose, 
doubtless, of preying on the numerous insects which feed on 
the excretions from these animals ; but this habit is common 
to many genera of birds, and gives no reasonable support to 
the notion in question, which is incompatible with the organi- 
zation of the whole class. They are known among the 
peasantry in France by the name of Engoulemnt^ t)r Wind- 
swallowers, and Crnijaudr-x^olayit^ or Flying-toads, names 
which seem also to have reference to the extraordinary 
capacity of the gape. 

These birds are inhabitants of Furope, and, indeeed, are 
found in almost all parts of the world ; but they are rare 
here, and more so in appearance than reality, from their 
crepiisculous Imbits. It is in the new world, especially South 
America, tliat they most abound, and are divisible into many 
species. Asia, and New Holland, moreover, arc not without 
them. 

Unfitted, like the owls, for full day-light, the Goatsuckers 
hide themselves in some obscure retreat. IVilight is their 
sliort period of activity, but the rapidity of their flight, and 
the size of the mouth, enable them to make the most of 
this limited time in procuring food. They devote no time 
to nidification, but deposit their eggs in simple concavities 
on the ground, and thus the time necessary for the two 
great occupations of animal existence, self-support and pro- 
pagation, are proportioned to the comparative short periods 
of their activity. In the day, they sometimes utter a 
plaintive cry, repeated rapidly three or four times, and 
indicative of the then negative character of their desires, for 
they seem to want nothing but retirement and repose. 

VOL VII. p 
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The Europemi Goatsucker {Caprimulgus Europeus) is 
the only species known here. This bird has received a 
variety of popular names, which have been, many of tliem, 
adopted by naturalists. Such as flying-toad, square-tailed 
swallow, night-raven, night-hawk, dorr-hawk, churn and 
fern owl, &c. Its food, mode of taking it, and style of 
flying caused it to receive the name of square-tailed 
swallow. 

This bird is solitary ; two of them are rarely seen together, 
and even then they preserve a tolerable distance from each 
other. It frequents mountains and plains, almost always 
conceals itself under a bush, or in the young coppices, and 
seems to give the preference to dry and stony soils, and those 
which arc covered with briars. Its mode of perching differs 
from that of other birds ; it fixes itself longitudinally on the 
])ranch, which it seems to tread like the cock, from whicli 
circumstance it is often called cliaarhc-hranche in many parts 
of France. It is difficult to be perceived, wlien in this 
position, from the dulness of its colours, and their approxima- 
tion to that of the branches. It is when thus situated that it 
principally utters its {peculiar cry, which having some resem- 
blance to that of a toad, has gained for it, in France, the 
popular name of crapaud-rolant . This cry is a plaintive 
sort of sound, repeated tliree or four times in succession. 
The noise which it makes in flying is dissimilar, and, accord- 
ing to some, is a cry of another kind. But, according to 
others, it is caused by the air, which it engulphs in its large 
throat, since it flies with its mouth open, which produces a 
humming noise, like to that of a spinning-wheel. This 
opinion seems probable, especially if it be true, as is asserted, 
that the sound varies according to the different degrees of 
velocity in the flight. 

This demi-noctumal bird never quits its retreat but 
towards twilight ; or, if it ever do so, it is only in sombre 
and cloudy weather, for it is dazzled by a strong light. Tlie 
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feeblest degree of light suits it best. If it happen to be 
disturbed and roused of a fine day, its flight is low and 
uncertain. The reverse, however, is altogether the case after 
the setting of the sun. It is then quite lively, and active in 
its flight, which is necessarily irregular, like that of the 
winged insects which constitute its prey, and which it can 
only seize by short and rapid zigzags. 

It feeds on insects, especially those of the nocturnal kind, 
as beetles, cockchafers, moths, &c. It will also eat wasps, 
drones, &c. It has been observed, that this bird has no 
occasion to close its bill to secure the insects, the interior 
being provided with a kind of glue, which appears to come 
from the upper part, and which is sufficient to retain 
them. 

This bird has one habit peculiar to itself; it will niake, 
about one hundred times, in succession, the circuit of a large 
leafless tree, with an irregular and very rapid flight. And 
from time to time, it will drop abruptly down, as if to fall 
upon its prey, and then suddenly rise again in the same 
iiianner. At such times it is exceedingly difficult to bring it 
within range of shot, for on the advance of the fowler, it 
di.saj)pears so rapidly, that it is impossible to discover the 
})laceofits retreat. 

An elegant and artificially constructed nest, requires the 
assistance of day-light, and the love of labour. We must 
not then expect it from this bird, condemned by nature to 
remain during the day in a sombre and solitary state of 
inaction. A small hole at the foot of a tree, or of a rock, and 
sometimes even in the naked and beaten ground, is the place 
where the female deposits her eggs. These are rather more 
bulky than those of the blackbird, oblong, lightly shaded, 
and marbled with blackish points on a white ground. We 
are assured, that she hatches them with the greatest solici- 
tude, and that when she discovers that they have been 

V 2 
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iilUervcd, she changes their pUu^, by pushing them forward 
^pfeicterously with her wings into some other spot, and some- 
even carrying them there with her liiU. 
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repeating a cry in a very akarp tam^ wlddi bas been eip* 
pressed by the compound word whip-pQor^40iJU^ hence 
the bird has been so odled. It is said to eat bees«\ 
are greenish brown* with zigzag black stripes; IMaae it 
deposits negligently* sometimes in the middle of a bealili 
path* 

The Ckiyenne^ or White-necked Goatmt^eer^ of Latham* 
Is said to be less nocturnal in its habits than the other 
species ; it is also more sociable* frequenting the vicinity of 
highways* nor does it move until approached very closely, 
and then only to a short distance. It is said to utter two 
sorts of cry* <me like that of the toad* and another which has 
been compared to tli6 barking of a dog ; while uttering the 
former* it is said to shake the widgs. 

The Collated Goateucker^ C* Padora/ia* probably the 
C. AeioHctMy or Bombay Goatsucker of Latham* was ob- 
served by LevatUent on the banks of the Gamtoo in Africa* 
where it is very common. 

During the time of incubation the male begins its loud and 
singular song about an hour after sunset* and if the night 
be fine* continues till daylight. Levaillant states* that while 
he had the misfortune to be encamped in the vicinity of 
these birds* it was impossible for him to sleep on account of 
their ceaseless singing. The female lays two white eggs* 
with the shells so exceedingly thin and brittle* that it requires 
great caution to handle without breaking dimm Notwith- 
sCmling this* the bird# like those before mastiovied, deposits 
these eggs frequently in the n^dle of a path. 'Rie male 
dts as well as its fanale* and when so occupied* the bird will 
not move on the approach oi any one until in actual danger 
of being trodden on. Aft^ the eggs have been touched* 
they are sule to be removed, mid probably to, a considerable 
dsataim; for LevaiUant, msder these circumitasices, was 
neve# able to find ^bem agidn. He bad an iq^portuiii^ of 
obeewingthe mode in vAiieh (be* carriad IbeiB ofF, by placing 
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himself within sight of the eggs in a tree. The female first 
came to them after they had been handled by him, and flying 
to the ground a short distance from the eggs, approached 
them gently step by step, and having ascertained that they 
had been touched (hy what faculty it does not appear), she 
walked several times round them, with her beak close to the 
eggs ; she then uttered several cries, at the same time resting 
on her breast, and beating the ground with the wings ; this 
seemed to bring the male bird, which immediately com- 
menced the same cry, and the same operations ; after which 
they both flew a few times round the eggs, and then sud- 
denly each took one in the mouth, and disappeared on the 
wing. 

M. Levaillant found another species of goatsucker in South 
Africa, remarkable for its size — this was the Fork-tailed 
GoafsucIiTr, This character of tail is unique in this genus. 
Of all the different species mentioned by nomenclators, this 
one alone has the tail of this form. It is six-and-twenty 
inches long from the ])oint of the bill to the extremity of the 
longest feather of the tail, which is the last lateral one on 
each side. The bill of this large goatsucker is of an enor- 
mous widtli, aiivl terminates in a small hook, more resembling 
a talon, than the end of a bird''s bill. A prcH)f how little it was 
the intention of nature that these birds should engulph a quan- 
tity of wind, when in pursuit of insects, is that there is no bird 
whose nrmiith is so firmly closed. In fact, the construction of 
the bill is so managed, that the lower mandible covers the 
upper at the corner of the mouth by a small projecting edge, 
and the upper, by a sort of lid, covers again the lower, 
which last is firmly enclosed as far as a very marked notch 
about the middle of the upper. After this notch, the upper 
mandible grows suddenly very narrow, and emboxes itself in 
the lower, which is conformed to receive it with a proper edge, 
and is itself finally surmounted by the end of the upper one, 
which holds it firmly, and curves beyond it in the form of a 
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hook. From this perfect union of the two mandibles, this 
bird appears, when the mouth is closed, to have a very small 
bill — Those who imagine,” says M. Levaillant, tliat these 
birds always fly with their mouths open, are very grossly 
deceived. They frequently place themselves on the ground, 
for the purpose of collecting the insects there, and in taking 
them on the wing, it does not appear necessary that they 
should always keep their mouths gaping open. We And the 
bee-eaters, the martens, and all the swallows, take insects on 
the wing, and we never see them open the bill until the 
moment they are near enough to snap them up. It is pro- 
bable that the goatsucker does the same. Nature, who is 
never deceived, nor does any thing in vain, would scarcely 
have constructed the bill of this bird with so much care, and 
sealed i^ so hermetically, if it was always to be wide open, 
that the bird might procure its nutriment. M. Levaillant 
has given an excellent representation of the bill of this bird, 
both open and closed, of the natural size. This goatsucker, 
from the forked tail, has a still greater analogy with the 
swallows tlian the rest of its congeners. The w ings are about 
forty indies from tip to tip, and when folded extend as far as 
the feathers of the tail. 

The fork -tailed goatsucker was discovered by the naturalist 
we are citing, on the banks of the river of Lions, in the 
country of the great Namaquois, in the interior of the Cape. 
It was by a singular chance that he procured both male and 
female of this species. One day, hunting on the banks of this 
river, accompanied by his native attendant, they were as- 
sailed by a hurricane with tremendous rain, which forced 
them to retire under some very large mimosas for shelter. 
Looking around, they beheld a very thick tree quite dead, 
whose stalk, almost entirely hollowed, contained a vast hole, 
which communicated into the whole body of the worm-eaten 
trunk. Hoping to find some insects under the bark of this 
tree, they approached, but when they came there, they heard, 



l,|« * * 

b j. «! 

tlMB%M(ior of the tre^ it lpwp0liffBlil)B^bake. 
hugidAM this eouU he^ ' ' ' - » aiM . 

w\m kind ef waklofdl 
aeue leasoii, thatn 

Tln^ %!|!i!!i|^ ^|lli|l^i!^lll|^ 

M. 

of the aim «q 
escape duriiig^^^»^^ 
m^t in a hash^ |h Wliidb 
These were the only twj 
ever saw. During the 
guttural sound, with 
apple might have 
this bird is vfifjr 
throat. The spedli 
The Urutau 
from the short 
resemblance 
in Paragua; 



Idevaillant 

[e opipi that 
it. The toiy^ d 
at the entrap of the 
to be common. 

^oi^utua pi Vieill.) is so named 
each eye having a fancied 
informs us, that they remain 
October fl» February, and perch on high 
trees, by the the manner of the woodpeck^, 

and verjpMdpni cmne to^4f|l ground* The male and female 
answ^^fdi odNr durine A e whole night by long and melan^ 
choh^ies^ l%ey brown and lifted 

cldf of any nest; and, lusoording |o 

lible p^Azwtsh the female sits tm, 

^ veitieaUy on iM0Se 

t|ie Inteast <m the^fniiidl deft which 
— ", in the cotmtiy is, indeed, that 
r«^eans of affixing thdr eggs to the tree 
IflutmouB mbstance, but M* D'Aaara was 
stalem^. dadVe somedfigroe 

t fentn die c(msideraiit£ dlft the mouth of alt 
f Of diis g^itm mm to|ff with a soa| 
^l^dips SB ^ f(||«(n«i4sii|«ct8, pfM 







114 


CLASS AVES. 


The opposite figure of one of these birds is from a specimen 
in the museum of the Zoological Sociely* Its characters are 
like those of Podargus Javanenm of l>r, Horsfield, having 
many long loose feathers proceeding 
root of the upper mandible, whi 
and grotesque appearance. The 
lighter on the lower part, with 


coverts and tail. Mr. Vigors, 
the ‘‘ Zoological Journal,” naiia|l|l%, 
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to be the Steatornis of 
this division, or else to J 
We subjoin Dr. Lath^V 
him by Mr. Thom 
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U, as communicated to 
the specihe characters, for 
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They t^e islands formiti^ the Bocate, an 

entrance Iktto flie Paria, accessible only at the very 

lowest^ehb tid^^ moderate weather ; and as they are 

wing in day-time, most probably, like 
the tJne genus, they seek their food in the absence of 

the win. Here they breed during the early part of the spring ; 
and it is at the time of new and full moons in April and May 
that the peCple who are acquainted with these coves, resort 
thither to take the young, and such of the old birds as they 
can knock down with sticks. 

They^hlCve a strong and disagreeable fishy smell, but some 
people 3i!i^^mble it to that of the cockroach ; and when dressed 
they loot like a round lump of fat, the little flesh there is 
tasting more like that of a sucking-pig than any other, but 
yet with a flavour and lusciousness peculiarly its own. But 
what is most extraordinary is, that in a family supposed to be 
wholly insectivorous, this should constitute a singular and 
solitary exception, and b© found to subsist, at least during 
the breeding season, entirely on fruit ; for on examining^the 
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stomach of a dozen of them, young and old, no other species 
of food whatever but the fruit of the palm appeared. The 
collector in ornithology will find a very troublesome task in 
preserving this bird, as the skin adheres with uncommon 
closeness and tenacity to the granular fat, which every where 
covers the body, and which liquifies under the touch. 

This, or a species greatly similar, is mentioned by M. de 
Humboldt, as inhabiting a dark cavern, formed by rocks, 
throw'll together by the hand of nature, in the Cordilleras 

Numberless flights of nocturnal birds,’’’ says he, haunt the 
crevice, and which we were led at first to mistake for hats of 
a gigantic size ; •thousands of them are seen flying over the 
surface of the water. The Indians assured us that they are 
the size of a fowl, with a curved beak, and an owl’s eye. 
They are called cacas, and the uniform colour of their plu- 
mage, which is brownish gray, leads me to think that they 
belong to the genus Caprimulgus, the species of which is so 
various in the Cordilleras. It is impossible to catch them, 
on account of the depth of the valley, and tliey can be ex- 
amined only by throwing down rockets to illuminate the sides 
of the rock.” 

We have inserted a figure, from a specimen brought from 
South America by the Rev. Mr. Hcnnah, which we cannot 
with certainty refer to either of the described species. It may 
possibly be the female of Dr. Latham. 



116 


CLASS AVES. 


The Third Family of the Passeres, or the 
C oNIROSTRES, 

Comprehends the genera with strong beak, more or 
Ji ss conical, and not toothed. They live more ex- 
clusively on grain, in proportion as the bill is stronger 
and thicker. 

We distinguish at first among them, the genus 
of the 

Larks. Alauda. lAn . 

By the claw of their thumb, which is altogether 
straight, strong, and much longer than the others. 
These are granivorous birds, pulverators, which so- 
journ and nestle on the ground. 

The greater number have the straight bill mode- 
rately bulky and pointed. 

The Sky Lark. Al. arvensis. Enl. 368. 1. 

Is universally known by its perpendicular flight, 
which it performs singing with force and variety, 
and by the abundance in which it is provided for 
our tables. Plumage, brown above, whitish beneath, 
spotted throughout with a deeper brown ; the two 
external quUls of the tail brown without. 

TTie Crested Lark. Alauda cristata. Enl. 503. 1 . 

Very nearly of the same size, and of the same plum- 
age j the feathers of the head capable of being 
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erected into a tuft; less common than the pre- 
ceding ; approaches villages and coppices. 

The Wood Lark. Cujelier. Lulu. Al. arborea. 
Al. uermrosa. Enl. 503. 2. 

Also bears a small tuft, but less marked. Is smaller 
than the preceding, and otherwise distinguished by 
a white mark round the head. Particularly delights 
in the brambles in the interior of woods. 

The Italian Lark. AL Italica. 

Is considered as a variety of the sky lark. 

The Undated Lark. AL Undata. Enl. 662. 

This is said to be a variety of the crested lark. 

ShorUtoed Lark. AL hrachydactyla. Naum. 98.-2. 
Calandrelle. Temm. 

Upper wing-coverts longer than the quills ; toes very 
short ; red, with white spot under the eye. Southern 
Europe and Africa. 

The Clapper Lark. AL Apiata. Vieil. Vail. 
O. A. t. 194. 

Above, varied chestnut, black, and white; throat, 
white ; belly, orange-white. Cape of Good Hope. 

The Red-backed Lark. AL Pyrrhonotha. Vieil. 
Vail. O. A. 197 . 

Reddish above, whitish underneath, with brown lines 
on the chest. Cape. 
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Red-crowned Lark. Al. rufipUea. Vieil. Vail. 
O. A. 198. 

Red above, whitish beneath, with black cross-streaks. 
Cape. 

Al. Magna, is only the Stumus Ludovicianus. 
We sometimes see in Europe, 

Al. Alpestris. Al. Flava, and Al. Sibirica. Gm. Enl. 
652. 2 Naum. 99- 2. 3. Wilson, I. 5. 4. 

A bird proper to Siberia and North America, with 
the forehead, cheeks, and throat yellow, and a large 
black patch across the i^per part of the chest. The 
male has a small pointed tuft behind each ear. 

Others have the bill so short and thick, that in this 
respect they approach the sparrows : such is 

T'/ie Calandre. Al. Calandra. Enl. 363. 

The largest species of Europe ; brown above, whitish 
beneath ; a large blackish spot on the chest of the 
male. Of the south of Europe and the deserts of 
Asia. 

This is tbe Al. Sibirica of Pallas, figured by Ed- 
wards, p. 268. 

But especially 

Tlie Block or mutable Lark. Al. Tatarica et muta- 
bilis, et Tanagra Sibirica. Gm. Sparm. Mus. 
Carls, pi. xix. Vieil. Gal. 160. 

The plumage of the above is black, waved above 
with grayish. It sometimes wanders into Europe. 



ORDER PASSERES. 


119 


The TracaL VailL Afri. pi. exci. 

Is considered as a variety of the last. 

Great-hilled Lark^ At. crassirostris. Vieil. PAlouette 
d gro8-hec. Levaillant. Afri. IV. 128. pL 193. 

Brown above, white beneath. South Africa. 

Others have the bill long, slightly arched, and com- 
pressed, in which particulars they are allied to the 
Hoopoes and Promerops. 

Tlie SirlL AL Africana. Gm. Enl. 712. Vieil. 
Gal. 159. 

A common bird in the sandy plains from one end of 
Africa to the other j its plumage is not unlike that 
of our common lark. 

Temminck refers them to Anthus. 

The Double-handed Lark. AL bifasciata. Lich. 

PI. Col. 293. 

Ochraceous-yellow ; throat and belly white; the former 
with black spot ; quills and tail brown. Nubia, and 
rarely in Provence * 

• The following species of Alauda have been named by other 
naturalists : — 

Alauda rufescens, Vieil. 

Azara'slark: Al. Cumcularia, Vieil. Azara. 

Double-crested lark. Al. bilopha. Tern. PI. Col, 244 . 

The Desert lark. Al. Deserti. PI. Col. 244 . 

White-banded lark. Al. melanocephala, Licht. 

Lapland finch, Fr.Lapomca. Gra. F. Calcarata. Pall., &c.’ 

AL Mirafa. Tern. PI. Col. 505 . Mirafa Javaiuca. Horsf. 

Al. crocea, VieiL 
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The Titmice. Parus. Lin. 

Have the beak slender, short, conical, and straight ; 
furnished with little hairs at its base, and the nostrils 
concealed in the feathers. These are very lively 
little birds, flitting and climbing incessantly through 
the branches, suspending themselves there in all 
manner of ways, tearing the grains on which they 
feed ; eating also many insects, and not sparing even 
small birds, when they find them sick, and are able to 
despatch them. They are in the habit of collecting 
provisions of grain. They nestle in the hollows of 
old trees, and lay more eggs than any other of the 
passeres. 

We have in France six titmice, properly so called. 

The Great Titmouse. Parus Major. Enl. 3. 1. 

Rather olive above ; yellow beneath j the head, and 
a longitudinal band on the breast, black ; a white 
triangle on each cheek. Very common in coppices 
and gardens. 

The Cole Titmouse. Parus Ater. Lin. Frisch. I. 
pi. XIII. 2. A. 

Smaller than the preceding, with some ashen instead 


Malahar lark, Al. JMalabarica, Gin. Ind# t. 116, 

G^ngi lark, Alauda Gmgica. Lath. Ind. t. 113. 

Alauda Yeltomemis. Forster. 

New Zealand lark, Al, Novas Zelandke, Gm. Portlock's Voy. t. 37. 
Cinereout Lark, Alauda Cinerea, Gm, 

Senegal lark. Al, SenegalentU. Gm, PI. EnU t. 504. 
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of olive, and whitish instead of yellow. It inhabits, 
by preference, large woods of fir-trees. 

The Black-cap TUmome. Parus Paltistris. L. 
Enl. 3. 3. 

Ash-colour above, whitish beneath : a black coif. 

The Blue Titmouse. Parus Ceruleus. Enl. 
t. 3. f. 2. 

Rather olive above ; yellowish beneath ; the top of 
the head a fine blue ; the cheek white, edged on all 
sides with black; the forehead white. A pretty 
little bird, common enough in coppices. 

The Crested Titmouse. Parus Cristatus. Enl. 
t. 502. f. 2. Albin. t. 57. 

Brown above ; whitish beneath ; the throat and circle 
of the cheek black ; a small tuft, speckled with black 
and white. 

The long-tailed Titmouse. Parus Caudatus. Enl. 
502. 3. S Frisch, t. 14. f. 2. 5 

Black above ; wing-coverts brown ; top of the head 
and all beneath, white ; tail longer than the body. 
It makes its nest on the branches of small trees, and 
covers it above. 

The Created Titnumse. Parus Bicohr. Lin. Wils. 
A. O. 8 . Cat. 1 . 57. 

Crested ; lead-coloured ; beneath whitish ; flank tinged 
with dull reddish orange. North America. 

VOL. VII. R 
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Azure Titmouse- Parus Cyanus- Pal. Nov. Com. 
Acad. Pet. XIV. 23. P. Cyaneus- Falk. P. 
SceJhyensis- Sparm. P. Kujuesuk- Gm. 

Azure ; forehead, temples, spot on nape, and beneath, 
white ; tail long. North Europe and Asia. 

The Black-cap^ Titmouse- P- Palustris^ var. Lath. 
P. Atricapillus- Wils. A. O. I. 8. PL Enl. 502. 

Lead-coloured ; crown and nape black. North Ame- 
rica. 

Siberian Titmouse- P- Sibiricus, Gm. PI. 
Enl. 708. 

Reddish ash above ; head and neck brown ; throat 
and upper part of chest black, with a white band 
extending up the sides of neck. North Europe and 
Asia. 

Javan Titmouse- P- Atriceps- Lin. Trans. 13. 
p. 160. Horsfield. PI. Col. 287- — 2. 

Above, bluish gray; beneath, whitish; head, blue- 
black. Length, five and a half inches. Java. 

The Parus Malaharicus- (Sonnerat. 2. Voy. PI. 
cx. 1.), and coccineus (Sparm. Mus. Carls. 48. 49.) 
P. furcatus. Col. 287- — 1., are traquets or fly- 
catchers, bordering on Oranor- Vail; on Mot. 
ruticilla. L ; and turdus speciosus- Lath. 

We may remark, that whenever the characters of a 
bird are not very clearly marked, authors have been 
in the habit of shuffling it from one genus to another 
without end.* 

* These have been also named 

Parus lugybris. Lath. Tern. 

MutcicapafuUg^nota, Sparm. 
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The Bearded Titmice 

Differ from the titmice proper, in the upper man- 
dible of the bill, the end of which is a little recurved 
over the other. 

They form the genus Mystacinus of Bore. 

T7te Bearded Titmouse. P. bianmicus. Lin. Enl. 
618. Vieil. 69. Naum.. 96. 

Fawn-coloured ; the male with ash-coloured head, 
with a black band, which surrounds the eye, and 
terminates in a point behind. This bird nestles in 
the thickest reeds. It is found in all the ancient 
continent, though but rarely.* 

The Penduline Titmice. Remiz. Cuv. 

Have the bill more slender (more straight) and pointed 
than the common titmice. They employ more art 


♦ To this add from other authors : — 

Great headed Titmome. P. Macrocephalus. Lath, 

New Zealand Tdmovxe, P. Nov<e Zelandiee, Gm. 

Norway Titmome, P, Stomei. Lath. P. ignotus. Gm. 

White^cheeh Titmouse, P. Cinereus, Vieil. Vail. O. A. 139. 

Grayish Titmouse. P. Cinerascens. Vieil. Vail. O. A. 190. 

Black Titmome. P. Niger. Vieil. Vail. O. A. 137. 

Fork-tailed Titmouse. P. Indicus. Lin. P, furcatus. PL Col. 287. 

P, Grisem. Muller, appears to be a regulus. P. Firgimanus and Arne- 
ricanuSi a sylvia. 

Also have been named : 

P. Afer. Gm. 

Guiana Titmouse, Lath. P. Celer, Lin. 

Amorous Titmome, Lath. P. Amatorius, Lin. 

Alpine Titmome, P, Ahpinm. 

Chinese Titmouse. P. Chinensis, Gm. 
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in the construction of their nests. We have but 
one in Europe. 

The Pendvline Titmouse. Parus penduMrms. 

Enl. 618. 3. 

Ash-colour ; wings and tail brown ; a black band on 
the forehead, extending even behind the eyes in the 
male. This little bird, inhabiting the South and 
East of Europe, is famous for the pretty nest, tissued 
with the down of the willow and poplar, furnished 
within with feathers, and shaped like a purse, which 
it suspends to the flexible branches of aquatic trees. 

The young is the Languedoc Titmouse. 

Parus Narhonensis. Gmel. PI. Enl. t. ^08. 
Appears to be the female of pendulinus. 

Cape Titmouse. Lath. Parus Capensis. Gmel. 
Sonn. Ind. t. 115. 

Gray -ash ; quills black, white edged ; tail black, be- 
neath white. Cape of Good Hope. 

The nest of this bird, made of cotton, in the form of 
a bottle, has a stand for the male bird near the neck. 

The Buntings. Embekiza. Lin. 

Have a character extremely distinct, in their conical 
beak, short and straight, the upper mandible of 
which, more narrow, and re-entering into the lower, 
has in the palate a hard and projecting .tubercle. 
They are granivorous birds, of little sagacity, blindly 
running into all the snares which are laid for them. 
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The YeUavo BtmMrtg. Emheriza ciirineUa. L. 
Enl. t. 30. f. 1. Alb. 1. t, 66. 

Fawn-coloured ; back, black-spotted j head, and all 
the body beneath, yellow ; the two external quills of 
the tail, on the internal edge, white. Nestles in the 
hedges ; approaches habitations in winter, in very 
numerous flocks, with the sparrows, &c., when the 
snow covers the ground. 

The Foolish Bunting. Emb. da. Lin. En. t. 511. 

f. 1. 

The young male differs in being reddish gray beneath, 
the sides of the head whitish, surrounded with black 
triangular lines. Of mountainous countries. 

The Emh. Lotharingica. PI. Enl. t. 511. f. 1. 
does not differ. 

The Girl Bunting. Emh. drlus. Lin. En. 653. 

f. 1. 

Male, or young male, black throat; sides of the head 
yellow ; nestles in thickets on the borders of fields. 

The Passerine Bunting. Lath. Emb. passerina. 
Gm. Lin. 1. 871. Ind. Om. 1. 403. Tem. Man. 
182. 

Head ferrugineous ash-colour ; white line on each side 
of chin ; back, gray brown ; fore-neck, black ; under- 
neath, cinereous white. Russia. 

Mustachio Bunting. Lath. Emb. provincialis. Gra. 
Lin. 1. 881. PI. Enl. 656. 1. 

White streak through the eye, beneath it a black 
patch ; breast and sides, pale brown ; under part 
white. Provence. 
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Lesbiam, Bunting. Lath. Emb. Let^na. Gmel. 
Lin. 1. 882. Enl. 656. 2. 

Like the last, but without the black spot ; instead of 
which are three narrow black bands. Provence. 

These two are, perhaps, but accidental varieties. 

Meed Bunting. Emb. sclusniclm. Lin. Enl. t. 247. 
f. 2. 5 t. 477. f. 2. 

Has on the head a black coif, and spots of the same 
colour on the chest. Nestles at the foot of bushes 
by the water-side. 

M. Wolf believes that Ebnh. cMorocephala, and 
Emb. hademisy should be joined to this. 

The largest species of this country, is 

The Common Bunting. Enb. Miliaria. Enl. t. 233. 
Gray brown, spotted throughout with deep brown. 
It nestles in grass and corn. 

The most celebrated, from the flavour of its flesh, is 

The Ortolan. Emb. hortulana. Enl. t. 247. f- 1- 
Back olive-brown ; yellowish neck j two external 
tail-feathers white within. Nestles in the hedges ; is 
common and very fat in autumn. 

The Emb. Melbensis. Sparm. Mus. Carls. 1. 21. 
is only a young ortolan. 

After all the repetitions of synonyms which we 
have stigmatized, it will be still necessary to remove 
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from this genus En^, hrumdut which is the same 
bird as Fring. citrineUa. Enl. 658. 2. E. rvhra, 
the same as Fring eryiOirocephala. Enl. 665. 1. 2. — 
All the widow-birds, as I shall remark by and by : — 
Emh. quadricohr. Enl. 101. 2. Emb. cyanopis. 
Briss. III. pi. viii. fig. 4. Emb. ccerulea. id. ib. xiv. 2., 
the same as cyaneUa. Sparm. Carls. II. 42, 43, 
which are three loxias ; — Emb. qudea. Enl. 223. 1. 
Emh. capensis. Enl. 158 and 564 ; — Emb. borbonica. 
Enl. 321. 2; — Emb. braziliemis, ib. 1, which are 
four sparrows ; — Emb. ciris, Enl. 158, which is a 
linnet ; — and in fine, Emb. oryzivora. Enl. 388, which 
has the bill of the linnets ; not to reckon the species 
which I have not been able to examine. 

But the following must be placed in this genus : — 

The Commanding Bunting. Emh. Gidternatriai. 

Tem. PI. Col. 63. male, ^.female. 

Small crest ; a band of pure yellow from the nostrils 
to beyond the eyes ; top of head, crest, throat, and 
part of the fore-neck, black ; sides of head and neck, 
and underneath, yellowish ; length, six inches 3 lines. 
Buenos Ayres. 

Also, Emh. strwlata. Ruppel. A. O. PI. 10, a ; 
— Emh. ccBsia, id. ib. b. ; the tanagra cristatella, gra- 
minea, ruficollia. Spix. 53, are also buntings. 

The Emberizoides. Tem. Col. 114. appear to 
be buntings with long and wedged tail, and whose 
bill approximates a little to that of the sparrows. 
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In the South of Europe is also some^es 
found 

The Black-headed BunMng. (Enib. melanocephala.) 
Scop. Naum. 101. 2. Fring. crocea. Vieil. 
Ois. tab. 27 . 

Fawn-colour above, yellow underneath, with a black 
head. 

The Pine Bunting. ( Fmb. pithyomis. Pall.) 
Naum. 104. — 3. 

The throat, and a mark on the side of the head, of a 
moronne-red. 

M. Meyer distinguishes, under the name of Plec- 
TBOPHANEs, the huntings which have the thumb-claw 
elongated like the larks. Such is 

The Snow Bunting. (Emb nivalis. L.) Enl. 511. 
Naum. 106 and 107. 

Which is recognized by a wide longitudinal white 
band on the wing. It is a northern bird, and becomes 
almost aU white in winter. 

Emberiza montana, and Emb. mustelina, are only 
different states of the snow-bunting. 


We must add to this genus. 
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The LapUmdBurdmg, ChandMontain oi'QxxSSoa. 
(FVtng. Lapponica, Gm. or CalcarcUa, Pall. See - 
Trad. fr. III. pi. 1. 1.) Naum. 108. 

Spotted with black on a fawn-coloured ground ; 
throat and upper part of the chest black in the male. 
It inhabits the same countries as the preceding, and 
in like manner, comes to us only in winter, and 
much more rarely.* 

* The following have been alao attributed to Eniberiza,by other nature- 
lists 

Chinese hunting, Emberixa Sinensis. Gm. 

yellow-winged hunting. Emb. Chrysoptera. Portl. Voy. t* atp. 35. 
Lovitiana hunting, Emb. Ludoviciana. Lin. PL £nL t. 158. f. 1. 
EatsermaruficapiUa. Vieil. Emberiza rutila. Pallas. 

Rusty hunting. Emherka ferru^nea. 

BUzch^throated hunting. Emberiza Americana. Gm. 

Mexican hunting. Emberiza Mexicana. PI. £nl. t. 386. f. i . 

MUUary hunting. Emheriza MUitaris. Hasselt. 

Angola hunting. Emb. Angolensis. Gm. 

Barred-tailed bunting. Emberiza futca. Gm. 

Emberiza coccinea, Sander. Naturf. XIII. 194. 

Farmliar hunting. Emb famdiaris. lin. MoUfamdiaru. Osb. 

Amazon hunting. Emh. Amazona. Lin. 

Olive hunting. Emh. olivaiea. Lin. Brisson. t. 13. f. 5. 

0<malcuhka hunting. Emb. Oonalashkensis. Gm. 

Black-crotvned bunting. Emb. Atricapdla. Gm. Emberiza mixta. 
Lin. 

Greenrbuniing. Emb. viridis. Gm. 

Plata bunting. Emb. Platen^. Gm. 

Red-eyed hunting, Emb. Ca^at. Gm. 

Gray hunting. Emb. grisea. Gm. 

Towhe hunting. Emb, Erythropthalma. FringiUa Erythropthalma. Lin. 
Emheriza rustica. Pall. 

Emberiza pusilla. Pall. 

VOL. VII. s 
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Have the beak conical, and more or les^ gross at its 
base, but its commissure is not angulal*. They gene- 
rally subsist on grain, and are, for the most part, 
voracious and mischievous. 

We subdivide them as follows : 

The Weavers. Ploceus. Cuv. 

With beak sufficiently large to have caused them 
to be partly classed with the Cassiques ; but its 
straight commissure distinguishes them. They 
have, moreover, the upper mandible slightly convex. 

They are found in both continents. Most of those 
in the Old World construct their nest with much art, 
interlacing it with blades of grass, whence the name 
of weavers (Tisserim) is given to them. 

Sandwich Bunting, Emb, Sandwichendf, Om. 

The following are vciy doubtful i — 

Surinam bunting. Emb. Surinamentis, 

Gaur bunting. Emb, Atiaiiea. 

Emberiza fuceUa, PalL 
Embcriza Chrysophryt^ Pall. 

Emberiza SuperdJiota, VieiL 

Emberiza melanodera, Quoy and Gaim. t. 109. 

The following are Emberizoidei of TemmiUck, ai^d Tardivola of 
Swainson 

ETnberizoidei Melanotet, Teirith. Col. IH. 1. Cfdprd, Azdra. 
No. 140. 

Emberkdidti iXUr^gkiaSi*, I'em. FI. cot. 114. f. s. Eringilia Mae^ 
roura. Lath. 
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Such is tihe PhiMj^pine grosbeaks T(yucnarn- 

cQUTvi of the Philippinea. JJoxia Philippina» Lin. 

En, lSj5- f. 2. S Brisaon. III. 12. f. 1. t. 

18. En. f. 1. 2. 

Yellow, spotted with brown, and black throat. Its 
nest, suspended, is in the form of a ball, with a verti- 
cal canal, and open beneath, which communicates 
through the side into the cavity where the young are 
placed. 

Wea'^er Oriole- Oriol/us teoDtor. Gm. pi. Enl 
375 . and 376 . Agelaius. Vieil. 

Fulvous-yellow; head gold-colour; quills and tail 

black, fulvpus-edged. Senegal. 

CrimBon Bunting- Fringilla rubra- Kuhl. Fring- 
Erythrocephala- Cuv. not- Gm. pi. Enl. 665. 1. 2. 
EmheriBsa rubra- Gm. 

Scarlet ; nape and back, olive, varied with black, and 
scattered scarlet streaks ; belly, ash ; quills and tail, 
brown. Isle of France. Female, olive green; 
beneath, paler. 

Malimbic Tanager. Lath. Tangara de Malimbe- 
Daud. An. Mus. I. p. 148. pi. X. Tewtor 
Temm. Fringilla teootrvx- Licht. 
PloceuB criatafuB- Vieil. 

A scarlet crest ; this colour extending over cheeks, 
throat, and upper part of breast ; rest of the plumage 
lustrous-black. Western Africa. 

PloceuB AurantiuB- Vieil. pi. 44. des. Ois. chant. 

Lores-black ; head, throat, and body beneath, orange ; 
above, olive : middle wing-coverts yellow. Congo.— 
Length, five inches. 
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Plocem NigrmUU* ^ VieS. t. 46. Ois. Ohimt. 

Throat and nape black ; body above, greenish brown; 
beneath, and head, yeUow ; bill black. Congo. 

Ploceus Awifrom. Tern. PI. Col. I 76 .— 176* 
male and female. 

The forehead, and top of the head, a fine gold colour ; 
the cheeks and throat, a yellow tint less brilliant ; sides 
of neck, and beneath, citron yellow ; nape, above, tail, 
and edges of wings, yellowish green ; quills blackish, 
bordered with yellowish greaa. Southern point of 
Africa. 

Looda Abyseinica, Gm. Ploceue Baglafecht, Vieil. 

Body yellow ; crown, cheeks, throat, and chest, black ; 
wings and tail, brown. Abyssinia. 

The Nelicmrvi, Loada pensilis, Gm. Pensile 
grosbeak. Lath. Sonnerat, 2d. voy. PI. CIX. 
Willoughby, t. 77- 

Green ; gray beneath ; vent red ; lower part of neck 
yellow ; qudls and tail black. Madagascar. 

The Worabee, Fringilla Abyssinica, Gm. Black’- 
collared Finch. Lath. Vieil. Ois. Chant. 28. 

Black collar on the neck ; sides of head, throat, fore- 
neck, and upper belly, black ; rest of body, and lower 
belly, yellow. Abyssinia. 

Red-headed Finch. Lath. Fring. Erythrocephala. 
Gm. Lin. 1. 903.. 

Head and neck, rich scarlet ; back, breast, and belly, 
olive ; wings and tail, black ; two bars of white on the 
coverts. Mauritius. 
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.-Tmtor AUcto. Tamm. Titeerin Aketo.'^ PI. Col. 

446. 

Corneous protuberances at the base of the bill j exter- 
nally, the plumage lustrous-black ; white for half the 
length of the feathers within. Length, nine inches, 
six lines. Galam. Western Africa. 

Some of these birds approximate their nests 
together in great quantities, so as to form, in one 
mass, several compartments. 

Such is. 

The Sociable grosbeak, {Loxia Soda. Lath.) Paters. 
Voy. pi. XIX. 

Olive brown ; yellow underneath ; head and q uills 
brown or blackish. 

The Surinam Crow. Lath. Mice Oriole id. Petit 
Choucas de Surinam, de la Jamaique, Cassique Noir, 
^c. ( Oridus niger, Or. oryzivorus, Corvus Suri- 

namensis, Gm.) Enl. 534. Brown. lUustr. X. 
Wilson. Am. III. xxi. 4. 

Which devastates, in innumerable flocks, the fields 
of many of the warmest regions of America. Its gene- 
ral colour is black, changing into magnificent re- 
flexions of all the tints of burnished steel.* 

Nomenclators have not yet been able to put in order the black birds 
of America, which approximate more or less to the Cassiques, because the 
descriptions given by travellers are insufficient for the purpose. 

We think it proper in this place, to point out the principal ones, and also 
what is most clear in their synonymy. 

1. The black and mantled Camque, mentioned below among the 
Cassiques. 

2. The bird (above mentioned), well drawn, but painted without re- 
flexions, Enl. 534., and cited under Oriolus Niger. Oridus Ludomda- 
nttf. Enl. 646, is only an albine variety of this. It is evidently Corvui 
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The Sparrows Proper. Ptroita. Cuv. 

Have the bill a little shorter than the preceding, 
conical, and only slightly convex towards the point. 

Surirutmensk of Brown, HI. pi. X. TV UitU J^okdmv of JtinaioB, Sloane, 
Jain, 11. S99. pL 9^7, 1, eked by Fennant miietgramda barita^ and gmtoakt 
is again the same bird. It is also impossible to doubt that Xatham hadit 
under his eyes when he was describing his Oriolus Oryzhorut. 

The true black carouge, changing to violet, with bill rather abort 
but very straigltf, given as a tanager, £nl. 710, and of which the tanagra 
bonarieruis has been made ; bat this figure really represents Oriolut minor 
(le petit troupiale noirj. The bird, figured EnL 606. fig. 2. is erroneously 
attributed as a female to this species, but is, in fact, altogether different. 

4. A true troupiale, of a deep black, with violet reflexions, with a sharp 
bill a little arched, and which hollows the upper part of its tail like a boat. 
This is the boat-tailed grakle of Pennant and Latham, which these two 
writers regard as synonimous with gracula barita ; and yet it is certainly the 
bird of Catesby, pi. 12. of which Linnaeus has made Yds g;racula qmcala; 
but Catesby has represented the bill badly. 

5. A black bird, with violet and green reflexions ; with tail somewhat 
wedged, having the bill of a troupiale, but more arched towards the end, &c. 
CUTIEE. 

Tlie following species, not noticed by our author, have been named 
elsewhere : — 

Gambia Grostbeak, Loxia Melanocephala. Albin. t. 62. 

Fringilla Velatat under which name Lichtenstein unites Lox. Melanoce^ 
phala^ Lox, Abytsimea^ and Oriolus textor, Gm. 

Tanagra capitalist Lath. Fring, Capitals, Licht. 

Fringilla ViteUina. Licht. 

FringjUla Lvieola, Licht. 

Loxia Macroura Om. Frmg, Maerocerca, Lkht. 

FringMa loHcauda, Licht. 

Bengal g^bcak. Loxia Bengalensis, L’n. PI. Enl. t 395. f. 2. 

Weaver Bunting. Emberiza Textor. Gm. 

Lichtenstein observes that Fring. PhaUrata, Oryx^ ignicolor, 4‘c. should be 
referred to this genus. 

Ptoceue nigerrmus, Vieil. ‘ 
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The House Hparrom. (Fring. damesHca.) En. C. 1. 
Naum. 115. 

Nestles in the holes of walls, and infests inhabited 
places with its audaciousness and voracity. Brown, 
spotted with blackish above ; gray underneath ; a 
whitish band on the wing ; cap of the male, red on the 
sides, throat black. 

There is in Italy a species, or variety, the male of 
which has the head entirely moronne. (Fr. Cisat- 
pina. Tern. jFV. Italue. Vied. Gal. 63.) The black 
of the throat extends sometimes over the chest. It is 
then JFV. Hispamolensis. 

The Tree Fincfi. (Fring. Montana). Enl. 267 . 1. 
Naum. 116 . 1. 2. 

Keeps more remote from habitations. It has two 
white bands on the wing, a red cap, and the side of 
the head white with a black spot. 

Loxia Hamburgia. Gm. is only the tree-finch dis- 
figured by Albin. Ois. III. PI. 24. 

We must join to the common sparrows the birds 
scattered as follows by naturalists ; — 

Crescent Finch. Lath. FringUla arcuata. PI. 
Enl. 230. fr. 1 . — Much too red. 

BUI black; head and fore-neck to breast, black; a 
streak of white on each side of neck, surrounding 

PtocemjonqtaUaceut. Vieil. 

Pkeeui Vehtut. VieiL 
Phceut bice/or, Vieil. 

Ploceu$Jlaooc<q>iUMi Vieil. 

Ploceut coUaris. Vieil. 
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fim part, like a creaoent ; back scapulars aud lesser 
wing-coverts, chestnut. Cape of Go^ Hope. 

Emberixa Capensia. C. Enl. 389* 2. and g. £nl 
664, 2. YeJhw-beUied Bu/nting of Latham. H. 28. 

Top and sides of head, yellowish white ; back, brown ; 
rump, gray ; underneath, yellow, inclining to red on 
the breast, and white on the chin and vent. Cape of 
Good Hope. 

Tanagra Silens. Enl. 74 j 2. The genus Areemon 
of VieU. Gal. belongs to this genus. It is in- 
serted at the end of the Rhamphoceline Tanagers in 
“ The Animal Kingdom,*” Vol. VI., p. 318. 

Beautiful Finch. Lath. Fringilla Elegans. 
Enl. 205.— .1. 

Forehead and throat red; breast yellow; back of 
head and neck dusky ash ; back and wings green ; 
belly, breast, and sides, crossed with irregular lines of 
white spots ; abdomen, thighs, and vent, white ; rump 
and tail, red, inclining to chestnut. Mosambique. 

Painted Bunting. Lath. Emberixa ciris. Gm. 
PL Enl. 159. Genus Passerina. Vieil. Gal. 66. 

Head and neck, violet ; upper part of the back and 
scapulars, yellow green; lower part, rump, and beneath, 
dull red. Warmer parts of North America, to Brazil 
and Guiana. 

Grenadier Grosbeak. Lath. Loana, Oryw. Enl. 6. 2. 

Forehead, sides of head, chin, breast and belly, black ; 
4d?^and tail, brown, with paler edges ; rest of body, 
fine T€i. -^UMelena and Cape of Good Hope. 
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Fire’^hured Sparrotff^ Loana i^icclor. VieiL Oie. 
Chant. 59 . Fringilla ignicolor. Id. Diet. Hist. 
Nat. Tom. 12. Art. Fringille. Moineau ignicohr^ ib. 

Velvet black on the head to below the eyes, and on 
most part of breast and belly ; entire throat, fiery 
orange-red ; fiery red on the neck, back, upper wing, 
and tail-coverts. Senegal. 

Dominican Grosbeak, Lath. Lowia Domvnica/na. 
Gm. pi. Enl. 55-2., and the other species. 103. Var. 
A. Lath, and Crested Dominican Grosbeak, Lath. 

Head and throat, deep red. Above, generally blackish, 
or dusky grey ; beneath, whitish. Of this Latham 
makes two species and one variety ; the differences of 
plumage very trifling. Brazil. 

Black-faced Finch, Lath. FringUla cristata, Enl. 
181. The Dioch, Emberixa quelea, Vieil. Ois, Chant. 
23, FringiUa Quelea, Id, in Diet. H. N. Tom. 12. 

Plumage above, wings and tail, reddish brown ; be- 
neath, and rump, crimson ; cheeks and chin, black. 
Cayenne and Paraguay. Found also in Senegal. 

Le Dioch Rose, Vieil. Ois. Chant. 24. et Diet. H. N. 
Tom. 12. 

Head, neck, breast, and middle of belly, a lively rose- 
colour ; bill, deep crimson. Probrfjly a variety of the 
last. 

Cape Grosbeak, Lath, Locaia Capensis, Lin. 

Head, neck, upper part of back, body beneath, and 
tail, deep black ; shoulders, lower part of back, and 
rump, deep yellow. Coromandel, and Cape of Good 
Hope. T'his bird commences a little approximation 
to the grosbeaks. 

VOL. VII. T 
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FntigUla Cruciger. Tenun. pi. ool. 369> £ 1. 

All above, wing coverts and sides, grayidi brown, ex- 
cept the cheek, forehead, top of head, and sides of 
chest, which are whitish ; a broad longitudinal black 
band from base bill to abdomen, crossed bj a similar 
band at the thoradc region. Bengal. * 

The Finches. Fringilla. Cuv. 

Have the beak a little less arched than the sparrows, 
a little stronger and longer than the linnets. The 
habits are more gay, and their song more varied, than 
those of the sparrows. 

We have three species : 

The Chaffinch. Fringilla Ctelehs. Enl. 54. 1. 
Naum. 118. 

Brown above ; vinous red, in the male, underneath ; 
grayish in the female two white bands on the wing ; 
some white at the sides of the tail. Eats all sorts of 
grains, and nestles on all sorts of trees. It is one of 
those birds which renders the country particularly 
cheerful. 

The Mountain Finch, Fring. Mantifnn^Jla. Enl. 
54. 2. Naum. 119. 

Black, speckled with fawn, above ; breast, fawn ; under 

* The following species have been attached to this subdivision by others : 

Fox'^iolored Sparrow, Frmg, il&aca, Merrem* 

FringiUa rttfa, Wils. Amer. Om. 

Fringilla trythrophihalma. Lin. Wils. O. A. 

F, Macronp^, Swainson. 

P, Maculata* Swain. Phil. Mag. 

P. Fuica. Swainson. 
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part of wing, fine citron. This bird, which varies 
much, nestles in the thidcest forests^ and comes into 
the plains only in winter. 

I 

The Snow Finch, Fring. Nivalit. Brisson III. xv. 1. 

Naum. 117. 

Brown, speckled; with a clearer shade above ; 
white underneath ; head, ashen ; the wing-coverts, 
and almost all the secondary quills, white ; throat, 
black in the male. It nestles in the rocks of the 
high Alps, from which it descends only in the depth 
of winter to the inferior mountains.* 

The Linnets and Gold-Finches. Carduelis. 

Cuv. 

have the beak exactly conical, without being swollen 
out in any point. They live on grains. Those are 
particularly named gold-finches which have the bill a 
little more long and sharp. 

The Common Gold-Finch. Fring. Carduelis. 

L. £nl. 4. 

One of our handsomest European birds ; brown 
above, whitish underneath. The masque of a fine 
red ; a beautiful yellow spot upon the wing, &c. 

• To these have been added the following 

Fringilla cinerea. Swain. 

EnUterizaborbomca,]^hEiil. 321, S. 

Emberiza BrazUietuiSt pi. £d1. 321. 1. 
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It is also one of the most docile of birds, leams to 
sing extremely well, and pky all sorts of tricks. It 
derives its French name ( Chardonneret) from the 
grain of thistle, &c. on which it feeds by preference. 

Parrot Finch^ Lath. FringiUa Psittacea^ Gm. 

Bill black ; face, throat, rump, and vent, deep 
scarlet ; rest of the body, parrot-green. New Cale- 
donia. 

Green Gold-Finch^ Lath. FringiUa Melba^ Gm. 
Edw. pi. 272 male, 128 female. 

Fore part of head and throat, bright red ; upper 
parts of body, yellowish-green ; breast, olive-green ; 
rest underneath, white, variegated with dusky. China. 
Edwards’s bird from Brazil. 

Scarlet Finch. FringiUa Coccinea^ Gm. Vieil. 
Ois, Chant, pi. xxxi. 

General colour of the plumage, brilliant deep orange, 
verging to scarlet. Sandwich Islands. 

FringiUa Leucocephala. Lath. 
Vieil. Ois. Chant. 26, pi. G. 20. f. 2. Diet. H. N. 

Head, neck, throat, middle of belly, and under parts, 
white ; small black crescent between bill and eye ; 
breast, alar, and caudal quills, black. Australasia. 

FringiUa Magellanica. Vieil. 
Ois. Chant. 30. FringiUa Spinus^ Var. Lath. 

Head, throat, and half the alar and caudal <juills, 
black ; anterior part of wing, middle of coVerts, top 
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and front c£ neck, cheat, and lomr ffiarte, yellow. 

South An^ca to Sti^aHs of MaseUaiil^ • 

The Linnets. Linabia* Bephst. 

' *» 

Have also the beak exactly conical, but shorter and 
more obtuse than the gold-finches. They also live 
on the grains of plants, particularly those of hemp 
and flax, and bear the confinement of a cage ex- 
tremely well. 

We have here two brown species, with some red 
tints, more particularly named Linnets. The 
young and the females vary in the quantity of red, 
or want it alt<^ether. The first has the beak almost 
as much pointed as the gold-finch. It is, 

Tlxe Lesser Red-headed Linnet. Fr. Linaria. Linn. 

Enl. 485. 2. Vieil. Gal. 68. Naum. 126. 

Brown, spotted with blackish above ; two white 
bands across the wing ; the throat black ; the upper 
part of the head red, as well as the breast of the 
adult male, and sometimes even the croup. It is a 
northern bird, of which a small and greater race 
have been lately supposed to exist. See M. Vieillot’s 
Mem. Acad, de Turin, tom. xxiii. p. 193, &c. 

* Othen add the following here : 

Carduelit Mexicanut, Swain. 

l^ringdla im*i\ Lin. pi. Enl, 202. f, 2. 

Arkaruaw, Siikm, Fritig. PtaUria, Say. Bonap. Amer, Om. t* 6. f. 3. 

Pint Thrtuh, Fringilla Pinui, Will. A. O. t. 6, f. 5, 
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The Great Iled^hR(Med Lkmet. PHng* CarmahinQ- 

Lin. Bill. 48^. t. 151, f. 2. Old Male. 

Back, fawn-coloured brown ; quills of the wing and 
tail, black, edged with white ; whitish underneath ; 
of a fine red on the head and chest of the old male. 
Often nestles in the vines, otherwise in coppices and 
bushes. 

An intermediate species, more approximating to 
the second (Fring. Montium. Gm. Naum. 122.) 
comes to us sometimes from the north. ' Its biU is 
yellow, and the crupper of the male a little red. 

Other species, more or less greenish, bear the 
names of Serins or Siskins. 

The Common Siskin, Fring. Spinus. Enl. t. 485. 
f. S. Male, Alb. t. 

Has also the bill more approximating to the gold- 
finch, and resembles in many points the small linnet. 
It is olive above, yellow beneath ; a coif, the wing, 
and tail, black ; two yellow bands on the wing. It 
nestles only in the summits of fir-trees. 

CitriH Finch. Fringilla CitrineUa. L. Enl. 658, 2. 

Rather olive above ; yellow underneath ; the hind 
part of the head and neck, ash. 

The Serin Finch. Fring. Serinue. Lin. (Enl. 658, 
1. Naum. 123-') 

Olive above,yellowish beneath spotted with brown j 
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a yellow band <Mi the wmg. Two hirds of the moun- 
tains of the South of Europe, nearly tite size of the 
Siskin. 

K 

Canary Finch* {Fring. Canaria. Lin.) Enl. 

202 . 1 . 

Is larger, and its facility of propagation in captivity, 
as well as the charms of its song, have extended it 
every where, and c<iused it so to vary in colour, that 
it is difficult to assign its primitive hue. It mixes 
with the majority of the other species of this genus, 
and often produces with them mules, more or less 
fruitful. 


Among the foreign birds, which cannot be distin- 
guished from the linnets by any generic character, we 
place 

Lepid Finch. Lath. FringUla lepida. Gm. 

Bill and eyes, black ; general colour of the plumage, 
greenish brown ; chin, fulvous ; breast, black, tiavan- 
nah. 

American Yellow Finch. Frmg. tristis. Enl. 202. 2. 

Fore part of the head, black ; rest of the body, yellow ; 
wing-coverts, black, crossed with a white band. North 
America. 

Mmombiqyo Serin. FringUla ictera* Vieil. Enl. 
364. 1. $2^ FringUia canaria. Var. Lath. 

Larger than canary ; ben^th, yellow ; and on croup, 
upper wing, and tail coverts, bordered with yellowish ; 



144 


CLASS AVMi 


brown above; brown ,and yellow bttids alternately on 
the head. Mosambique. 

Glossy Finch, Lath. Fringilla nitens, Enl. 291. 
Var. A. Lath. FringiUci ^thiops, Gm. Ind. Om. 
1. 442. B. 

Plumage, wholly blue-black, with a polished steel 
^ss. Brazil,— Cayenne. 

Senegal Finch. Lath. Fring. Senegala. Gm. pi. Enl. 
167. 1* Vieil. Ois. Chant. 9. 

Greater part of plumage, vinaceous red ; hind part of 
head and neck, back, scapulars, and wing-coverts, 
brown ; abdomen, thighs, and under tail-coverts, 
greenish brown. Senegal. 

Amaduvade Finch. Fring. Amandava. Gm. Enl. 
116. 2 and 3. 

Above, brown, with a mixture of red ; beneath, same, 
but paler; tail, black. Bengal, Java, Malacca, &c. 

Brazilian Finch. Lath. Fring. granatina. Gm. Enl. 
109. 3. 

Sides of head, about the eye, blossom-coloured, inclin- 
ing to violet; throat, lower part of belly, and thighs, 
black; rest of head and body, chestnut; back and 
scapulars, brownish ; tail, black. Brazil and Guiana. 

Blne-ieOied Finch. |^ath. Fring. Bengalus. Briss. 
II. 203. t. 10. f. 1. 

Head, and upper parts of body, gray ; lower part of 
back, rump, and all beneath, blue. Africa* 
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Angola Finch. Lath. Frin. Angolenais. Gm. PL 
Enl. 115. 1. 

Upper parts, brownish ash-colour ; under parts, plain 
dull orange. * 

Cardtielis. Cucullata. Swain. Zool. III. 

Head, crested red, and to the middle of the breast. 

Many more species may be found under the names 
of Astrils^ Bengalis., and Senegalis, in the work of 
M. Vieillot, intitled Oiseaux Ckanteurs de la Zone 
Torride ; such as, 

Bahama Finch. Lath. Fringilla Bicolor. Gm. 
Vieil. Ois. Chant, pi. 9. 

Bill, head, throat, and breast, black ; rest, dusky 
green. Bahama Islands. 

Fringilla Tricolor. Vieil. Ois. Chant, pi. 20. 

Top of head, throat, and all the posterior parts, azure 
blue ; croup, red ; rest of plumage, green olive. 
Timor. 

Fringilla Cinerea. Vieil. pi. 6. Ois. Chanteurs. 

All the upper parts, ashen gray ; upper tail-coverts and 
quills, black ; lower, white ; breast, and upper belly, 
flesh-colour, succeeded by a lively rose, as far as anus. 
Africa. 

Fringilla CcerulescenS! Vieil. Ois. Chant. 8. 

For the most part bluish-gray, clearer on throat, and 
deeper on the hinder parts. Intertropical countries. 
VOL. VII. 
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Fring. Melpoda. Vieil. pi. 7* Chant. 

A band of deep orange across the eye, and extending 
over the cheek ; feathers of lower belly more yellow. 
India and Western Africa. 

FringtHa Viridis. Vieil. pi. 16. Ois. Chant. 

Head, iron-gray ; upper part of neck and body, wings, 
and tail, olive-green. Western Africa. 

FringUla Erythronotos. Vieil. pi. 14. Ois. Chant. 

Above, brown transverse stripes on a gray ground ; 
flanks, back, croup, and upper tail-coverts, fine red. 
India. 

Fring. Quinticolor* Vieil. 15. Ois. Chant. 

Head and all beneath bluish-gray ; fine red on croujt 
and eye-brows ; olive green on neck, back, and ex- 
tremity of alar quids ; dull brown on their inner 
barbs ; tail, black. N. Holland. 

FringUla Rubriventris. Vieil. pi. 13. Ois. Chant. 

Head, neck, and body above, gray-brown ; middle of 
the belly, fine red. Senegal. 

FringUla Frontalis. Vieil. pi. 16. Ois. Chant. 
Loxia Frontalis. Lath. 

The forehead is black, punctated with white ; top of 
head and nape, orange ; upper part of body, and neck, 
alar, and caudal quills, ferrugincous gray. 

# 

FringUla guttata. Vieil. pi. 3. Ois. Chant. 

All the upper parts ash ; sides of the chest and belly 
reddish, and spangled with white spots. Moluccas. 
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Fringilla Melanotis, Tem. pL 6ol. 221. 1. 

Head, hinder part, and sides of neck, lead-colour; 
back and wings, olive green ; black round the eyes and 
ears. South Africa. ♦ 

Fringilla Sanguinolenta. Tem. pi. col. 221. 2. 

Above, wings, and two middle tail quills, earth-brown ; 
a large red streak, like an eye-brow, above the orbits ; 
blood -red on chest, belly, and abdomen. Senegal and 
the coast of Guinea. 

Fringilla Polyxona. Tem. pi. col. 221. 3. 

Forehead, cheeks, and throat, black ; above, wings 
and tail, ashen-brown ; reddish on the middle of belly, 
assuming a whitish cast on the abdomen. Gambia. 

Fringilla Otoleucus. Tem. pi. col. 269. 2. 3. 

Pure white on the region of the ears ; head, black ; 
streak of white on the nape ; back and scapulars, brick- 
red ; black below. Senegal. 

Fringilla Simplew. Licht. Tem. pi. col. 358. 1. 2. 

Throat, fore-part of neck, and lores, perfect black ; 
Cheeks, sides of neck, and under parts, whitish ; head 
and back, clear ashen. Nubia. 

Fringilla Lutea, Licht. Tem. pi. col. 365. 1. 2. 

Fine citron-yellow on all parts of head, neck, croup, 
and underneath; mantle, back, and scapulars, moronne. 
Dongola, in Nubia. 

* 

Fringilla Ornata. Pr. Max. Temm. pi. col. 208. 

Top of head, lore, throat, breast, and middle line of 
belly, black ; sides of breast and flanks, reddish-yellow ; 
u 2 
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body above, ashen-gray ; wings, black ; tuft on head. 
Brazil. 

The pretended En^rixa Oryxivora, Enl. 388, 
has also the same bill ; but the quills of its stiff and 
sharp tail distinguish it. 

The reader may also consult the numerous fringillse 
characterized by M. Ch. Bonaparte. Lyceum of 
New York, II., Dec. 1826, pag. 106, &C.* 

* Also have been named — 

Frin^Ua fiammea. Bechst. Allem. 35. 2. 

Lazuli Finch, Frin^Ua Anccna, Bonap. Amer, Orn. t. 6, f. 4. 
Fmberiza, Say* 

Indigo bird, Frin^Ua Cyanea. Wils. Am. Orn. 6. 5. Bonap. A. O. 

11. 3. 

Blach^tkroated Bunting, Embenza Americana, Gm, Wils. A. O. 1. t. 5. 
f. 2. Frin^Ua JlavicoUis, Gm. Frin^a Americana. Bonap. 

WUle^crowned Bunting. Emhertza leucophrys, Wilson. Am. Orn. iv. 
t. 51. f. 4, FringUla. Tern, 

Lark Finch. Frin^Ua graminea. Say. Bonajj. Am. Orn. t. B, f. 2. 
White-throated Spari'ow. FringUla Pennsylvanica, Lath, F, Alhicollis. 

Wils. A. O. t. 22 f. 2. 

Bay-wing Bunting, Fiin^la graminea, Gm. Emberka, Wils. Amer. 
Orn. iv. t. 51. f. 5- 

Song Sparrow. Fring, fasciata, Gm. F, Melodia, Wils, A. O, ij. t. 16. 
f. 4. 

Savannah Finch, FringUla Savanna, Wils, Amer. Orn, iv. t. 54. f. 4, iij. 
t. 22. f, 5. 

Snowbird, FringiUa rdvalis. ( Hudsonia,) Wils. Am. Or. ij. t, 16. f. 6. 
FringUla Hyemalis, Lin. not Cuvier. 

Yeltow-winged Sparrow. Fring, Passerina. Wils. A. O. iij. t. 24. f. 5. 
FringjUa Savannarum, Gm. § F, Caudacuta. Lath. 

Tree Sparrow, FringUla Arborea, Wils. A. O. ij. t. 16. f. 5. Fr. Mon- 
ticoUt, Gm. Fr. Canadensis. Lath. 

Chipping Sparrow, FrtngiUa Socialis. Wils. A. O. ij. t. 16. f. 5. 

Field Sparrow. Fring. PusUla. Wils. A. O. ij. 1. 16. f. 2. 

Swamp Sparrow. FringUla Palustris. Wils. A. O. iij. t. 22. f. i . 
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The Widow Birds. Vidua. Cuv. 

Are African and Indian birds, with the biU of the 
linnet, sometimes a little more swollen at its base. 
They are distinguished by having some of the tail 
quills, or upper tail-coverts, excessively long in the 
males. 

One species (Vidua hngicauda) has only the 
coverts elongated ; the others have the quills so. 

Linnaeus and Gmelin have unaccountably united 
them to the buntings, under the following names : — 

Shaft-tailed Bunting. Lath. Emberixa Regia. Gm. 

Enl. 8. 1. 

Sides of head, beneath, and round the neck, rufous ; 
back of neck, spotted black ; four middle tail-feathers, 
nine or ten inches long. Africa. 

Dominican Bunting. Lath. Emherim Serena. Gm. 
PI. Enl. a 2. 

Upper part of head black ; crown, back of neck, and 
all beneath, rufous white ; back, black ; feathers, edged 
with dirty white. Habitat. ? 

Sharp-tailed Finch. Oriolus caudacutus. Gm. Fringilla caudacuta* Wil. 
A. O. ij. t. 34. f. 3. not Lath. 

Sea-tide Finch. Fringilla maritima. Wils, A, 0. t. 34. f. 2. 

Prince Mutdgnano observes, that the three last, and especially the two 
latter, have a peculiar form and general habit, which might entitle them to 
a separate sub-genus or section. Mr. Swpinson names the group Amma- 
dovamiu. 

Ammadovamut bmacukdut. Swain. 

FnngiUa Oeorgica, Lath. Licht. 
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Whidah Bunting, Lath. Emberbfa Paradisea, 
Gm. PL Enl. 1941. 

Head, chin, fore-neck, back, wings, and tail, black ; 
neck behind, pale orange ; breast, and half belly, full 
orange ; rest white. Africa. 

Panayan Bunting. Lath. Emherixa Panayensis. 
Gm. pi. Enl. 647. 

Plumage, wholly black, except one large bright red 
spot on the breast. Panay. 

Caffrarian Grosbeak. Lath. Emheriza longicauda. 
Gm. La veuve d epaulettes. Buff. pi. Enl. 535. 

Plumage in general, black ; shoulders, crimson ; wing- 
coverts, white; tail, sometimes twice the length of body. 
Cape of Good Hope. 

Fringilla Superciliosa. Vieil. Gal. 61. 

A white band above the eyes, which is prolonged over 
the sides of the nape ; another from the base of the 
bill extending over the vertex ; top of head, and sides 
of head and neck, black ; also, mantle, coverts, wing- 
quills, and tail above ; white beneath. Africa. 

Variegated Bunting. Lath. Emberiza principalis. 
Gm. Edw. 270 . Moineau du Brisil. PL Enl. 
291. 292. 

Above, black and rufous, mixed ; sides of head and 
below, white. Angola. 

This and Emheriza vidua. (Aldrov. Omit. II. 
565.) Long4ail€d Bunting. Lath, appear to be the 
same kind, in different states of plumage. Emh. 
psittaceay Seb. i. pL Ixvi. fig. 5. is not very authen- 
tic. Angolensis. Salem. Ora. 277j La veuve chry- 
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sopthe^ Vieil. Ois. Ch. pi. xli., and low macroura, 
Enl. 283. 1., which perhaps do not differ from each 
other, are not widow-birds, but common grosbeaks. 

There is a gradual passage, and without any assign- 
able interval, from the linnets to the 

Grosbeaks (Coccothraustes.) Cuv. 

Whose beak, exactly conical, is distinguished only by 
its excessive bulk. 

This passage takes place, in the species which I 
have had an opportunity of examining, pretty nearly 
in the following order, the bill stiU increasing in 
bulk: — * 


Redr-rumped Bunting, Lath. Loooia quadricolor. 
Cuv. Emheriza quadricolor, Linn. PI. Enl. 101. 2. 
Gros-bec longicone, Temm. 

Head and neck, blue ; back, wings, and end of tail, 
green ; upper part of tail, tail -coverts, and middle 
belly, red; breast and lower belly, pale brown. Java. 

Red-hilled Grosbeak, Lath. Loxia Sanguinirostris, 
Gm. PI. Enl, 183, 2. 

Forehead above the eye, and round to the chin, black ; 
rest of head, and above, rufous gray ; underneath, pale 
rufous. Africa. 

Molucca Grosbeak, Lath. Lowia Molucca, Gm. 
Enl. 139, 2. 

Fore part of head, sides, and fore part of neck, black ; 
hind head and above, brown rump, and under breast, 
cross-barred, black and white. Moluccas. 



152 


CLASS AVES, 


Lowia Variegata. Vieil. Ois. Chant, pi. 51. 

Head^ cheeks, and throat, black ; cropp and beneath, 
white, with vermiculated stripes ; above, gray-brown, 
shaded with yellow. 

Looda •punctvHaria, Vieil. pi. D. 14. f. 1. Diet. 
d'^Hist. Nat. 

Head, top of neck, back and wings, brown moronne ; 
front of neck, chest, and flanks, varied with white 
marks, surrounded by a blackish border. India. 

White-headed Grosbeak. Lath. Loxia Maia. Gm. 
PI. Enl. 109. 1. 

Head and neck, dirty white ; body above, wings, and 
tail, chestnut brown ; belly and vent, blackish. Ma- 
lacca, China, Java. 

Striated Grosbeak. Lath. Looda Striata. Gm. pi. 
Enl. 153. 1. 

Head, neck, and above, brown ; throat and neck before, 
blackish ; beneath, from breast, white. Bourbon, 
Java. 

Nitid Grosbeak. Lath. Looda nitida. Ind. Orn. 
Vieil. Ois. Ch. 60. 

Bill and irides, crimson ; plumage in general, pale 
olive-brown above ; dusky white beneath. Australasia. 

Malacca Grosbeak. Lath. Looda Malacca. Gm. 
PI. Enl. 139. 3. 

Head, neck, middle of belly, and under tail-coverts, 
black ; breast and sides of belly, white ; back, wings, 
and tail, chestnut. Java. 
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Wax-Chilled Grosbeak. Lath. Lowia AstrUd. Gm. 
PI. Enl. 157 . 2. 

Above, brown ; beneath, reddish-gray, crossed every 
where with blackish lines. Canaries, Madeira, Senegal, 
Angola, Cape, India, &c. 

Black-lined Grosbeak, Lath. Loxia beUa, Ind. Om. 
Vieil. 55. Ois. Chant. 

General colour, gray ; paler beneath ; crossed every 
where with slender black lines ; bill, crimson. New 
South Wales. 

Warbling Grosbeak, Lath. Loxia cantans, Gm. 
Vieil. Ois. Chant. 57* 

Above, brown, marked with narrow dusky lines ; belly, 
white. Senegal. 

Java Grosbeak. Lath. Lowia oryxivora, Gm. PI. 
Enl. 153. 1. 

Head and throat, black ; rest above, pale ash-colour ; 
belly and thighs, pale rose-colour ; tail, black. Java. 

Brown Grosbeak. Lath. Lowia fusca, Gm. L. 
fuscata. Vieil. pi. 62. Ois. Chant. 

Bill, lead-colour ; head and above, brown ; beneath, 
pale ash-colour. 

Axure Grosbeak. Lath. Looda Cyanea, Gm. Vieil. 
Ois. Chant, pi. 64. 

Bill, lead-colour ; plumage in general, deep blue ; 
quills and tail, black. Cayenne, Brazil, and Para- 
guay- 

VOL. VII. 
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Loxia AtricapUla. Vieil. Ois. Chant. 63. 

Black capote on the head ; hinder parts above, black ; 
belly, moronne. India. 

Black Grosbeak. Lath. Loxia nigra. Gm. Catesb. 
1. 68. Vieil. Gal. 57. 

Bill and plumage, black ; a little white on the fore- 
part of wing, and base of two first quills. Mexico. 

Brazilian Grosbeak. Lath. Loxia BrazUiana. Ind. 
Om. PI. Enl. 309. 1. 

Bill, flesh-coloured ; bead and chin, red ; back and 
wing-coverts, brown ; quills and tail black ; breast, 
belly, and sides, reddish white ; middle of belly, red. 
Brazil. 

Red-breasted Grosbeak. Lath. Loxia Ludmicianu 
Gm. PI. Enl. 153. 2. and Vieil. Gal. 58. 

Head, upper part of the body, wings, and tail, black • 
breast and under coverts, rose; belly, thighs, and 
vent, white. North America. 

We have, besides the common grosbeak, two spe- 
cs in Europe, with bills less gross. 

ing Finch. Lath. (FringiUa Petronia. Lin.) 
Enl. 225. Naum. 116. 3. 4. 

has been usual to join this to the sparrows, with 
lich it assimilates in colour ; but, independently of 
e gross bill, it is easily distihguished from them by 
v^hitish line round the head, and a yellowish spot on 
! breast. It is as evidently a grosbeak as the fol- 
dng. 
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Chreen Grosbeak. Lath. Loxia Chloris. Linn. 267. 2. 
Naum. 120. 

Grreenish above, yellowish underneath ; the external 
jdge of the tail, yellow. Inhabits coppices, and eats 
ill kinds of seeds. 

Lowia hcematma. Vieil. pi. 67 . Ois Chanteurs. 
Bill too slender. 

Above, wings, tail, and middle of belly, black ; rest 
red ; bill, lead-colour. Africa. 

Loxia guttata. Vieil. 68. Ois. Chant., is a variety of 
the last. 

Loxia quinticolor. Vieil. Ois. Ch. pi. 54. 

Wings and tail, brown, growing reddish on cheek and 
back ; top of head and neck, gray ; rump, upper tail- 
coverts, and outer edge of quills, orange ; dull black 
on lower tail-coverts ; legs and top of throat, front of 
neck, breast and belly, pure white. Moluccas. 

Fasciated Grosbeak. Lath. Loxia fasciata. Gm. 
Vieil. Ois. Chant. 58, Brown. 111. III. xxvii. 

Top of head, gray, brown-barred ; rest above, cinna- 
mon brown ; across the throat, a crimson band. Africa. 

Madagascar Grosbeak. Lath, Loxia Madagascar- 
riensis. Gm. PI. Enl. 134. % 

General colour, red ; middle of each feather on the 
back, red. Madagascar. 

x2 
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Blue Grosbeak- Lath. Loxia ccerulea- Gm. D'^Azara. 
Voy. III. No. 192. Catesb. 1. 39. 

Black feathers at base of bill ; rest of plumage, deep 
blue; quills and tail, brown, with green mixed. Georgia, 
Cayenne, &c. 

Cardinal Grosbeak. Lath. Loxia cardinaUs. Gm. 
PI. Enl. 37 , 

Head, greatly crested, red, and body above, same ; 
beneath, chestnut. North America. 

Gray-necked Grosbeak. Lath. LooDia Melanura. 
Gm. Saun. Voy. Ind. II. 199- 

Head, black ; neck gray, before ; belly, pale rufous ; 
tail, black. China. 

Co^mnon Grosbeak. Haw Grosbeak. Lath. (^Loxitt 
Coccothramtes. Lin.) Enl. 99. and 100. Naum. 
104, 

Is one of those which best deserve this name. Its 
enormous bill is yellowish. The back and cap are 
brown, the rest of the plumage grayish ; the throat 
and wing-quiljs black ; a white band on the wing. It 
lives in the mountain woods j nestles in beech-trees 
and fruit-trees, and eats all kinds of fruit and almonds. 
Europe. 

Lowia Ostrina. Vieil. Ois. Chant. 48. gal. 60. 

Head, throat, neck, breast, thighs, and tail, poppy 
red ; rest of plumage, bill, and feet, black ; bill higher 
at base than at the forehead. India and Africa. 
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Loma rosea. Vieil. pi. 65. Ois. Chanteurs. 

Plumage, fine rose-colour, varied with grayish brown, 
on the occiput, top of neck, back, and wing-qoverts, 
and gradually growing white beneath. India.* 

Some foreign species must be distinguished from the 
grosbeaks. 


PiTYLUS, Cuv. 

With a bill equally thick, a little compressed, arched 
above, and sometimes with a salient angle at the 
middle of the edge of the upper jaw. 

Such are, 

Whiie-throated Grosbeak. {Loxia grossa. L.) Enl. 

154. 

Deep blue ; base of bill surrounded with black, pass- 
ing downwards, and covering fore part of neck ; in the 
midst of which, on chin and throat, is a patch of white ; 
bill, red. Length, seven and a half inches. America. 

Canada Grosbeaks (L. Canadensis^ L.) Enl. 162. 2. 

Upper parts, olive green ; underneath, paler, inclining 
to yellow; chin, and base of bill, black. Length, 
seven inches. Canada. 

* The following have been also attached to this genus : 

Evening Grosbeak. FringUla Vespertina. Cooper. Bonap. Amer. Orn. 
Brissm Grosbeak. Lox ceendea. P. Gra. Lox BrissoniL Gm. Fring, 
Brissonu. Licht. Gros^bec bleu de del. Azara. 118 , 

Purple Finch. Fring. purpurea. Gm. Wilson. Amer. Om. 1. t. 7. 
f. 4. V. t. 42. f. S. 

Guiraca melanocephala. Swainson. 
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Black-headed Grosbeak. (Z>. erythromeku. L.) Lath, 
pi. 47 . and Vieil. Gal. 59- 

Deep crimscm, inclining to chestnut above, and to pink 
beneath ; quills and tail, dusky red ; bill, black. 
Length, nine inches. Cayenne. 

Porto-Rico Grosbeak. (L. Portoricensis. Daud. 
II. 411. Pyrrhula auranticoUia.) Vieil. Gal. Ois. 
t. 65. 

Deep black : on the top of the head, a small ferugi- 
neous crescent prolonged to sides of neck ; throat, neck, 
and vent, same. Length, seven inches. Porto Rico.* 

From these have been long distinguished 

The Bulfinches (Pyrrhula,) 
whose beak is rounded and gibbous. 

We have one. 

The Bulfinch. (Loxia Pyrrhula. Lin.^ Enl. 145. 
Vieil. Gal. 56. Naum. III. 

Ashy above ; red underneath, with black cap j the 
female has reddish gray, instead of red ; builds in 
trees, copses, and hedges. Its natural warbling is 


* And, according tp others, 
FrinffUa gnatho. Licht. Tanagra psitUicim* Spix. 
Pitylui airoclwlyheui. Vigort. Jard. 111. Om. t. 5 . 
FrmgiUa Martiniceruit, Lath. 

FnngUlarufobarbata. Jacq. t. 11. f, 8. 

Fringilla noctis. Lath. pi. Enl. t. 201. f. 1. 

JuOJcia violacea* Lath. Pyrrhula supercUhsa, Vieil. 
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soft. It is easily tamed, and learns both to sing and 
speak. 

A variety is known one third larger than the com- 
mon race. 

Lineated Grosbeak. (L. lineola,) Enl. 319. 1. 

Glossy blue-black, above ; beneath, white ; quills 
black; base of primaries, white; base of beak, a 
white spot ; white streak from forehead to crown. 
Size of Titmouse, Asia. 

Minute Qrosbeak. (L. minuta* L.J Enl. 2. 

Gray-brown above ; beneath, and rump, chestnut ; 
quills, white at base. Size of a wren. Surinam. 

Nun Grosbeak. (L. collaria. L.) Enl. 393. 3. 

Top of head, and body above, greenish-blue ; rump, 
and under part, rufous white ; wings, rufous yellow 
and black, mixed. India. 

Siberian Grosbeak. (L. Sibirica. L.) Falk. Voy. 
iij, t. 28. 

Head and back, deep vermilion, marked with brown ; 
tips of feathers on the head, white; wing-coverts 
white, with black tips. Siberia. 

Pyrrhula dnereola. Tern. pi. col. II, 1. 

Head, cheeks, back, and scapulars, bluish-ash ; wings 
and tail, more blackish ; underneath, white ; thighs, 
ashy. Brazil. 

Pyrrhula falcirostris. Temm. pi. ooL 11. 2. 

Above, ashen-brown ; gray, tinted with clear rose- 
colour, beneath ; bill, red. Egypt and Nubia. 
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Pyrrhula mysia. Vidl. Ois. Chant, pi. 46. Spix. 
59 and 60. 

Above, lustrous black ; clibeks, partly, and, under- 
neath, all white, except rump and thighs, which are 
bluish-gray ; bill, black. Guiana.* 

The Crosbills. (Loxia. Briss.) 

Have the bill compressed, and the two mandibles 
curved in such a manner, that their points cross each 
other, sometimes on one side, sometimes on the other, 
according to the individuals. This •extraordinary bill 
enables them to pluck the seeds from under the scales 
of the pine-apple. 

Loxia, from the Greek word (curved), is a 
name invented for this bird by Conrad Gesner, and 
extended by Linnmus to all the Grosbeaks. 

The European species is frequent wherever there 
are large woods of green trees j it is 

The Crosbill. (Loxia Ourvirostra.) Lin. Enl. 218. 

The plumage of the young male is bright red, with 
brown wings ; that of the adult, and female, greenish 
above, yellowish underneath. Two races, different 

* Others have named, 

Pyrrhula frontalis Bonap. Amer. Om. I. t, 6. 1. 2, FringiUa, Say. 
JLoxia noctit, 

Loxia Torrida, 

Loxia Angolensis, 

Pyrrhula lon^cauda, Vieil. 

Pyrrhula crispa, Vieil. 

Social Pyrrhula* Pyrrhula tynoica* Temm. PL CoL 315* 1. 2. 
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in size, and even varying, as is said, in the form of 
the bill, and in the voice, are known. 

They are, 

Loxia Curvirostra. Naum. 110. and Loxia Pytu 
opsittacm. Becht. Naum. 109. 

Add, 

White-winged Crossbill. Lath. Loxia Leucoptera. Gm. 
Vieil. Gal. 53. and Wils. Om. Amer. IV. t. 41 .f. 1. 

Head, neck, back, and beneath, whitish, deeply mar- 
gined with crimson ; wings black, with a bar of white. 
N. America.* 

We must not remove far from the buliinches and 
crossbills. 

The Haedbills. (Corythus. Cuv.) 

Whose bill, altogether gibbous, has its point bent 
above the lower mandible. 

Corythm is the Greek name of an unknown bird. 
M. Vieillot has changed this name into that of Stbo- 

BILIPHAGA. 

The species most known, is 

The Pine Grosbeak. Loxia Enucleatar. Lin. Enl. 
135. or better, Edw. 123. 124. Vied. Gal. 53. 
Naum. 112. 

Inhabits equally the north of the two continents, and 

* To these is attached, elsewhere, 

Loxia falcirottru^ lath. 
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Uvea in the same manner as the orossbiU. It is red 
or reddish ; the feathers of the wings and tail are 
black, bordered with white. 

Loxia Mametago (Sparm. Mus. Cmrl. pi. 17,) 
appears to me to be but an albino variety of the 
enucleator. 

Loxia PsiUacea of the Sandwich Islands, Lath. 
Syn. II. pi. XHI. pr Psittacieostka Icterocephala. 
Temm. coL 457, does not appear to differ from the 
hardbills, but by a little greater elongation of the re- 
curved point of its bUl. 

The north of the globe also possesses species ap- 
proximating to these, of equally fine colours, some 
individuals of which occasionally arrive as far as 
Germany. 

Crimfion-crowned Fincb-liaXh. LoaAa Erythrina. Pall. 

Fringilla Flammea, Linn. Naum. 113. 1. 2. 

Plumage above, wings, ai>d tail, brown ; rump, upper 

and lower t^-eoverts, and brneatb, rose-colour. 

Sweden. 

Rosy Finch. Lath. Loxia Rosea. Pall. Naum. 113. 

3. Fringilla Rosea. Gm. 

Head, neck, and throat, red ; nape and back, reddish- 

ash ; beneath, white ; breast and sides, red-tinged. 

Siberia, &c. 

Purple Finch. Lath. Fringilla Purpurea. Gm. 

Wilson. Am. Om. i. pi. 7- f- 4 

General colour of the plumage, crimson, ^th a tiitge 
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^ of purple; middle of belly, tfad^a, md vent, dusky 
white. N'. America. 

The Colies. Colius. Crm. 

Also approximate considerably to the j^eceding. 
Their bill is short, thick, conical, slightly compressed, 
and its two mandibles are arched, without one pass- 
ing the other. The quills of the tail are wedged, and 
very long ; the thumb, as in the martens, is capable 
of being turned forward with the other toes. Their 
feathers, fine and silky, have generally cinereous 
tints. They are African and Indian birds, which 
climb nearly in the manner of the parrots, live in 
flocks, approximate their nests in great numbers on 
the same boughs, and sleep suspended to the 
branches, with the head downwards, and crowded 
against each other. They subsist on fruits. 

The word Colim comes from the Greek koXmoc, 
which is the name of a small species of crow. 

Cape Coly. CoHue Caperuie. Ghoa. PL Enl. 
282. 1. Vaill. 258, and the young, 256. This last is 
C. Striatm and Panayensis. 

Outer side of the outer taiL-feathers, white ; body above, 
ash, beneath white. Cape of Good Hope. 

Radiated Coly. C<diu8 Striatus. Gm. and Panay 
Coly. Col. Panayensis. Gm. Son. Voy. t. 7^- 

Crested; ash above; black beneath, and cross- 
banded ; chest, grayish-red ; belly, red ; tail, green. 
Cape of Good Hope. 
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White-backed Cokf. Lath. Colvue Erythropus. Qm. 

Col. Leuconotua. Lath. Vaill. Siy. 

Plumage, in general, bluish ash-colour ; crested ; back, 
rump, and under tail-coverts, purple, with a middle 
stripe of pvure white. South Africa. 

Black-throated Coly. Lath. Colius GuUtris. Cuv. 

Vaill. 259. 

Throat, black ; on hind head, a pendulous crest ; be- 
neath, light rufous brown ; above, light vinous brown, 
cross-barred. Angola and Malimba. 

I approximate to the Colies the birds named Merton 
NaiM (JMalurus TexUlis. Less.) and Merion Lemop- 
ter4. (Jf. LeucopteruSy id.) Voy. de Freycinet, Zool. 
pi. 23.* 

It is also here that we must place 

The Beef-eateus. (Buphaga Briss.) 

A small genus, whose bill, of moderate length, at 
first cylindrical, swells at the two mandibles, before 
its extremity, which terminates in rather a blunt 
point. It enables the birds to compress the skin of 
oxen, to force out the larvae of the cestrus, which lodge 
there, and on which these birds feed. 


* Attached to this genus by other writers are — 

Senegal CoJy, Lath. CoUm Senegalensis. Gm. Lamm macrourm, Linn, 
pi. £nl. 282. 2. Briss. iii. 16. 5. Colim Indicm, Lath. 

CoUm Cormandelentu. Licht. 1793. 

African Coly, Lath. ? CoUim EryihromeUm, Vieil. 

Green Coly* CoUm viridit. Lath. 
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But one species is known ; it is of Africa j Iwownish, 
with a moderately sized wedged tail, and is almost 
the size of a thrush. (BtiphagaAfncana). Enl. S93. 
Vail. Af. pi. 97. Vieil. Gal. 

The Cassiques. (Cassicus. Cuv.) 

Have a large conical biU, thick at the base, but very 
sharp at the point j small round nostrils on its sides ; 
the aperture of the mandibles in a broken line, form- 
ing an angle, as in the starlings. These are American 
birds, whose habits are similar to those of our starlings, 
living, like them, gregariously, building their nest 
near each other, and using much art in their con- 
struction. They live on insects and grains, and their 
numerous flocks do great damage to the cultivated 
fields. Their flesh is not good. 

We subdivide them as follows : 

The Cassiques, properly so called. (Cassicus.) 

In which the base of the biU mounts upward on the 
forehead, and encroaches on the plumage by a large 
semicircular notch. It is among these that the largest 
species are found. 

Cassicus Bifasciatus. Spix. Spix. Braz. t. 61. a. 

Bill black, with two reddish bands ; crest of linear 
feathers, deep chestnut ; head and neck, black ; quills, 
black, brown-edged. Brazil. 
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Camoue Ji^uetifrone. Spix. 63. Voimg. Orkivs 
Cristatua. B. Var. Lath. Ca&sicua Viridia. Vieil. pi. 
Enl. 328. 

Bill^ orange ; crest, of long feathers, oliye greto ; 
beneath paler ; wing-coverts, brown tipped. Brazil. 

Caaaicua ^gerrmvaa. Spix. Braz. t. 63. f 1 . 
Bill and body, all black. Brazil. 

Created Oriole. Orklua Criatatua. Enl. 344. L. Yapu. 
Azara, n. 57> 

Head, neck, and body, to the middle, black ; rump 
and vent, deep chestnut ; wings, black ; size of a mag- 
pie. Cayenne. 

Redr.nmped Oriole. Lath. Caaaicua Heemorrhous. 
Enl. 482. Brisson, II. t. 8. f. 2. 

Black, with a greenish gloss; lower part of back, 
rump, and tail-coverts, crimson. 

Black cmd yeBow Oriole. Lath. Oriolm Peraicua. 
Enl. 184. Edw. 819. Bris. 9. 1. 

Black patch on wing ; rump, belly, and vent, yellow ; 
size of a black-bird. Brazil. Not found in Persia, 
but in America, like the other species. 

Caaaicua Ater. Vieil. Grand Trowpiale d’Azara. 
Voy. III. p. 167. 

Black, with metallic reflexions ; the feathers of the 
neck forming a sort of mantle. 
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The Taoufiades. (Ic«tR]i,us.), 

Whose bill enters on the plumage ohl^ a small 
notch, but is arched lengthwise. 

M. YieiUot has changed this name.of'^^nni^)^ for 
that of carovge, which 1 have given to the following 
division. He translates by pendtflmw. Galer. 

pi. 186. 

Chestnut Oriole. Lath. Oriohis Variua. Gm. O. Cas-^ 
taneus. Lath. O. Mutatua. Wils. A. O. 4. 4. pi. 
Enl. 6O7. 1. 

Shining black ; sides of chest ai^ body beneath, edge 
of wings, and rump, shining chestnut. 

Yellow-winged Oriole. Lath. Oriolua Cuyfinua. PI, 
Enl. 535. 2. Azara, n. 67* Agelaius Chryaopterus. 
VieiL 

Bill, straight 9 slender, and very acute ; tail, wedge- 
shaped, black; smaller wing-coverts, yellow. 

Olwe Oriole. Lath. Oriolua Caponan^ Enl. 6O7. 2. 

Olive-brown above ; yeHow beneath ; length, 7 inches 
Louisiana, and not the Cape. 

St. Dommgo Oriole. Oriolua Domimcenaia. Gul 
PendvKnua Flamgaater. Vieil. pi. Enl. 5. 1. 

Black; lesser wing-coverts, and lower part of belly and 
vent, yellow ; length, 8 inches. St. Domingo. 

Oriolua Chryaocephahta. Gm. Pendtdinua. Vieillot. 
Spix. Braz^ 67- 1- Merrem, Beytr. I. pi. 3. 

Black ; forehead, crown, aide of nape, tibia, and 
smaller wing-coverts, yellow ; bill, slender and arched- 
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Quiscalus Vereicolor. Vieil. Gal. 108. Wils. III. 
xxi. 3. Gractda Quiacala. Linn. Catesb. pi. 12. 
Gractda Barita. Lath. I. pi. 18. 

A blacl( species, with metallic reflexions; the tail 
assuming all kinds of forms by the direction of its 
lateral plumes, sometimes on a level with the others, 
and sometimes raised, and boat-shaped. Antilles, 
Carolina, &c. 

From these must be separated Icterus Sulcirostris. 
Spix. 64, whose bill, much more gross, has the lower 
mandible furrowed obliquely at the base.* 

The Carouges. (Xanthobnus.) 

Differ from the troupiales only in having the bill alto- 
gether straight. 

M. Vieillot gives to my Carouges the names of 
Baltimore and of Yphantes. Galer. pi. 87. He 
separates some of them, which he particularly names 
Troupiales, or Agelaius. PI. 88. 

Among the number, we must distinguish one spe- 
cies, with the bill a little shorter, which in that respect 
approaches to the finches : — 

Icterus Pecoris. Temm. Emberiza Pecoris. Wils. 
Am. II. xviii. 1. 2., and Enl. 606. 1. 

Of a violet black ; head and neck, gray-brown. This 
bird lives in flocks, near cattle ; but the most remark- 

* To these have been added — 

OHolm Mexicanus. Leach.»Zool. Misc. 1. t. 2. PsarocoUtts leucopteryx — 
Wagner, — Oriolm oUvaceut, Gm, PI. Enl. 606. PenduUntis ryfigatter, 
Vieil. 



ORDER PAS6ERES. • l69 

able trait in its habits is, that it deposits its eggs in 
strange nests, like the cuckoo. 

Oriolws Icterus, Linn. PI. Enl. t. 582. Pmdulmus 
Longirostris. Vieil. Brisson. II. t. 8. f. 1. 

Head^ neck, middle of back, wings, and tail, black ; 
rest, golden yellow ; size of a blackbird. Carolina. 

Oriolus Minor et Tanagra Bonariensis, Enl. JIO. 

♦ 

Glossy black, tinged with blue about the head ; length, 
7 inches. Dr. Latham makes it a variety of the 
Cowpen. 


Oriolus Citrinus, Spix. 76- 

Face and streak on each side of the chin, black ; head 
arid body beneath, yellow; bac]|^ wings, and tail, 
black. Brazil. 

Xanthornus Gasquet, Quoyet Gaim. Voy. de Frey- 
cinet. pi. xxiv. Agelaius Guirahuro, Vieil. 

Head, and neck in front, blackish ; above, brown, with 
slight tint of yellow ; rest, yellow, Paraguay. 

Oriolus Phoenicus, Gm. Sturnus Predatorius. Wils. 
PI. Enl. 402. 

Black, rather shining; smaller wing-coverts, orange 
red, edged behind by a yellow band. North Ame- 
rica. 

Redrbreasted Oriole, Oriiohis Jmericanus, Gm. PI. 
Enl. 236. 2. 

Dusky brown or black ; chin and breast, red ; 7 inches. 

VOL. VIT z 
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White-winged Oriole* OrvAue Leiusopterw, Lath. 
Sj^. frontisp. 

Glossy black ; patch of white on wing-coverts ; size of 
a lark. Cayenne. 

Bonana Oriole. Oriohis Bontma. Enl. 535. 1. 

Black above; beneath, deep orange-red; 7 inches. 
West India islands. 

Oriolus Icterocephaltis. Gm. Edw. 303. PI. Enl. 343. 

Black; head and throat, yellow ; spot from base of bill 
to the eyes, black. 

Oriolics Xanthocephalm. Ch. Bonaparte, I. IV. 1. 2. 

Head, neck, and breast, yellow. American Continent. 

Oriolus^emcanus. Gm. pi. Enl. 533. 

Head, neck, belly, sides, &c., yellow; crown, back, 
rump, &c., brown. Mexico. 

Oriolus Xanthomus. Gm. PI. Enl. 5. 1. 

Yellow ; face, throat, and wing-coverts, black; ^ inches 
long. Jamaica. 

Oriolus Baltimore. Gm. PL. Enl. 506. 1. Vieil. Gal. 
87- and Wils. I. 1. 3. 

Black above, orange beneath ; white bar on the wing ; 
bill, lead-colour. North America. 

Oriolus Spurius. PI. Enl. 506. 2. Wils. I. iv. 1. 4. 
Var. A. of Baltimore. Lath. 

Forehead and cheeks, black, mixed with yellow ; hind 
head, nape, and uppa: part of back, olive grey ; 
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lower part, fore neck, to vait, and beneath wings, 
orange. North America. 

Orioltia MelanchcHiciM. Gm. PI. Enl. 448. 

Throat, white ; each feather elsewhere black ; browm in 
the middle, bordered with orange on wings, tail, and 
lower part of body, and with yellowish above. Cay- 
enne. The adult is Or. Guyanensis. Enl. 636. Vieil. 
Gal. pi. 88. • 

The Oxyrhinci. Temm. 

Have a pointed and conical bill like the Carouge, but 
shorter than the head. 

The species known, Oxyr. Flammiceps, T. O. Cris- 
tatus. Swain. III. Col. 125., bears a tuft, mixed with 
red, like many of the tyrants. 

The Pit-pits. Buff. Dacnis. Cuv. 

Represent the Carouges in miniature, in their conical 
and sharp bill. 

They connect that genus with the fig-eaters. The 

♦ Also by others — 

Le Dragon, Azara, 66. Agelaitu virescens, Vieil. Icterus Anticus, Licht. 
Agelmus frontalis, and ruficapillus, Vieil. Le troupkde d calotte rouste, 
Azara, 72. 

Ortolus Jamaican, Gm. Agelaius longirostris, Vieil. 

Agelaius C^anopus, Vieil. Le Troupiale noir et varie, Azar, 71. Icterus, 
Tanagrinus* Spix. Braz. 64. 1. 

Emberiza Orpzivora„ Wils. 

Agelmus hadius, Vieil. 

Agelaius ptftrhopierus, Vieil. 
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known species (Mot. Cayana. L.) Enl. 669. Vieil. 
Gal. 165. is a small bird, blue and black.* 

The Stares. Sturnus. Lin. 

Differ from the Carouges only in having the bill de- 
pressed, especially towards the point. 

The Commm Stare. Sturnus Vulgaris. Lin. Enl. 75. 
Naum. 62. 

Black, with violet and green reflexions, spotted 
throughout with white or fawn-colour. The young 
male is brownish-gray. 

This bird, much extended through the old Con- 
tinent, feeds on insects of all kinds, and renders a 
service to the cattle in ridding them of such encum- 
brances. It flies in numerous and crowded flocks, is 
easily tamed, and learns to sing, and even to speak. 
It quits us in winter. Its flesh is disagreeable. 

* Other Pit-pits have been named : 

Blue-itriped warbler. MoL Lmeata. Gm. 

Blue^headed warbler. Mot, Cyanocephala. Gm. Briss. iii. 28. 4. 

Blue -winged yellow warbler. Sylv, SoUtaria. Wils, A. O. ii. 15. 14. 
Worm-eating warbler. Motacilla vermivora, Gm. Edw. 305. Wils. A. O. 
iii. 24. 4. 

Protonotliary warbler. Mot. protonotharius . Gm. pi. Enl. 704. 2. 
Wils. A. O. iii. 24. 3. 

Oolden-winged warbler. Mot, Chrysoptera. Lin. and Mot. flavifrons. 
Gm. Wils. A. O. ii. 15. 5. Bonap. A. O. i. 1. 39. j 

Tenestee warbler. Sylvia peregrina, Wils. A. O. iii. 25. 2. 

NashMe warbler, Sylvia rt^capdla. Wils. A. O. iii. 27. 3. 

Orange crowned warbler. Sylvia celata. Say. Bonap. A. 0. i. 5. 3. 
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Sturnus Unicolor, Temm. PL Col. iii. Viel. Gal. 
PI. xci. 

All black, with slight purple reflexions, not very 
brilliant. South of Europe, and Egypt. 

Cape Stare. Sturnus Capensis^ Enl. 280. 

Black; white beneath; round the eye, bare, and orange- 
coloured; patch of white on side of face. Cape of 
Good Hope. St. Cwitra^ of Albin, does not difier, 
but is of the East Indies, not the Cape. 

Magellanic Stare. St. Militaris. Enl. 113. 

Brown above ; chin, breast, and upper part of belly, 
crimson ; white about the head. Straits of Magellan. 

Louisiana Stare. St. Ludovicianus. Enl. 256. 

Brown and rufous-gray above, underneath yellow; 
white about the head ; size of a lark. The same as 
Alauda Magna. Gm. Catesb. 1. 83., Stoumelle d 
collier. Vieil. Gal. pi. xc. and Wils. III. xix. 2. 

Red Oriole. Oriolus Ruber. Gm. UEtourneau d 
Camail rouge. Sonn. Nouv. 9. pi. Ixviii. Ambly- 
ramphus Tricolor. Leach. Zool. Misc. pi. xxxvi. 

Head, neck, back, and thighs, vermilion red. A fine 
species of the Steppes of Buenos Ayres, not of India, 
as Sonnerat affirms. 

The Sturnus Cinelus forms a genus, as the reader 
has seen above^ near the thrushes : the Sturnus 
Sericeus. Brown, III. 21. is rather a marten. 

The Sturnus Collaris is the same as the Alpine 
warbler (Accentor'). The Sturnus Carunculatus 
should, in my opinion, be placed with philedon. 
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The species mentioned by Osbec, by Hernandez, 
&c., are but ill authenticated. As for those of Pallas, 
it is to be regretted that there are no figures. The 
stares of Daudin should go back to the thrushes and 
pliiledons, and his quiscala partly to the martens and 
partly the cassiques. In general, Daudin may be said 
to have completed the confusion of this genus, already 
very badly defined by his predecessors.* * * § 

We see no sufficient chai’acter whereby to dis- 
tinguish accurately from the conirostres the genera 
of the corvine family, which have aU the same internal 
structure, the same external organs, and are charac- 
terized only by a generally larger size, which enables 
them sometimes to hunt the smaller birds. Their 
powerful bill is most frequently compressed at the 
sides. 

These genera are three in number, the crows, 
birds of paradise, and rollers. 

The Crows. (Corvus. Lin.) ' 

Have a strong bOl, more or less flatted at the 
the nostrils are covered with stiff hairs, direct« xor- 
ward. They are subtle birds, whose scent is very 
fine, and who have, in general, a habit of taking and 
hiding things which are even useless to them, as 
pieces of money, &c. 

• To these, others have added — 

{ Stumtu Dauricus. Lath. Gracula Stumina. Pallas. 

§ Stumtu OUvaceus, Lath. Osbec. 

§ Stumus Sericeus. Lath. pi. 21. Ulust. Brown. 

§ Stumus VtricUs. Lath. Osbec. 
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The larger species, with a stronger bill, compared 
with the others, and the ridge of the upper mandible 
more arched, are more especially called Crows. Their 
tail is round or square. 

The Raven ( Corvus Corax. Lin.) Vaill. Ap. pi. 51. 
Is the largest bird of the passerine order found in 
Europe, being as big as the cock. Its plumage is 
entirely black, the tail round, the back of the upper 
mandible arched forward. It lives. more retired than 
the other species, flies well and high, smells carcasses 
at a league distance, and feeds moreover on all sorts 
of fruit and small animals, and will even carry off the 
tenants of the poultry-yard ; builds singly on high 
trees or sharp rocks j is easily tamed, and will learn to 
speak tolerably well. Its flight is elevated and easy. 
It seems to be found in all parts of the world. 

In the north its plumage is often mixed with white 
(Ascan. Ic. Nat. pi. viii.) It is then the Corvus 
Leucophceus. Temm. Vieil. Gal. 100. 

Enl. 495 appears to be simply a crow, and 483 a 
young rook. M. Temminck thinks that the figure 
cited above from Levaillant is of a distinct species, 
peculiar to Africa, and which he names C. Montanas. 

The Carrion Crow. ( C. Corone. L.^ Enl. 495. 

Naum. 55. 

One-fourth smaller than the raven, the tail more 
square, and the bill less arched above. 

M. Temminck makes a distinct species of the 
Cape Crow, and names it C. Segetum. 
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The Rook. ( C. Frugilegm. Lin.) Enl. 484. 
Naum. 55. 

Still a little smaller, and with the bill more straight 
and pointed than the carrion crow. Around the base 
of the beak is without feathers, except during the 
nonage of the bird, probably owing to its raking the 
ground in search of food. These two species live in 
large flocks, and assemble together to build: they 
devour as much grain as insects. They are found 
in all Europe, but they remain in winter only in the 
warmer countries. 

Hooded Crow. (O. Cornix. L.) Enl. 76 . Naum. 

54. 

Ashy, with the head, wings, and tail, black ; less 
frugivorous than the other species j frequents the sea- 
shore, and lives on shell-fish, &c. Naumann tells us, 
that it often pairs with the black crow, and produces 
fertile mides. 

Jackdaw. ( C. Monedula. L.J Enl. 523. Naum. 

56. 1. 

Still a fourth smaller than the last, being nearly the 
size of a pigeon, of a less deep black, which becomes 
ashy round the neck, and under the beUy j some- 
times also entirely black. Builds in towers ; lives in 
flocks ; has the same food and habits as the crows, and 
often associates with them. The birds of prey have 
no more vigilant enemy. 
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The jackdaw terminates the tribe of true crows, 
because its upper mandible is not much more sensi- 
bly arched than the lower. But to this tribe we 
must add, « . 

Chattering Crow- ( Corvus Jamaicensis^) Gm. 

Entirely black ; size of a common crow. Corneille d 
duvet blanc^ Downy crow of Latham, Corvus Levr- 
cognaphalus^ Baud, is the same, furnished with fine 
white down at the base of the feathers. 

White-breaeted Crow. Cm^vus Dauricua. Gm. Enl. 

327. 

Black ; head and throat, glossed with blue ; neck, 
breast, and belly, white. Twelve inches. Senegal, 
China, and Persia. 

Corvus Scapulatus. Baud. Vaill. 53. 

Heretofore classed with the preceding ; but M. Tem- 
minck thinks them distinct. Scapulars, white. Africa. 

White-necked Raven. Lath. Corvus Alhicollis. Vail. 
50. 

Black, with white patch on nape and sides of neck, 
eighteen or nineteen inches. S. Africa. It might 
constitute a separate subgenus, from its compressed 
and elevated beak, with trenchant back. 

Corvus Splendens. Vieil. Temm. pi. col. 425. 

Forehead, mask, and throat, lustrous black ; head, 
cheeks, nape, and breast, ashen-gray, reddish-tinted ; 
beneath, slate-colour ; wings, back, and tail, lustrous 
black, with violet and purple reflexions. East Indies. 
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Clark’s Crow. Corvus Columhianus. Wils. Amer. 
Om. iii. pi. 20. f. 2. 

General colour above, light silky drab ; breast and 
belly, dove-colour ; ^£^®t, white. Banks of Columbia 
river. 


Corvus Nasicus. Temm. PL Col. 413. 

Beak, very bulky, much dilated at the edges of the 
upper mandible, and strongly curved ; nostrils, naked ; 
all the plumage black, but not lustrous. Island of 
Cuba. 

Fish Crotr, Corvus Ossifragus. Wils. Amer. Orn. 
V. 37 . 2. 

Plumage, wholly black, with reflexions of steel-blue 
and purple. N. America. M. Cuvier seems to doubt 
its difference from our common crow.* 

The Pies. (Pica. Cuv.) 

Less than the crows ; have also the upper mandible 
more arched than theirs, and the tail long and 
cuneiform. 

* M. Temminck has the following additional species in his genus Corbeau, 
PI. Col. Livraison. — 

Corvia Monianut, Vail. 51. as above noticed. 

Corvus Leucophcevs. Vieil. Gal. 100. BoreaUs of Brisson. 

Corvus Segetum. Vidl. O. A. 52., above mentioned. 

Corvus AustraUs, Lath. Ind. Sp. 2. 

Corvus Enca. Horsf. Cat. Java. 

Also from others, — 

Corvus Mexicamis^ Lath. A^eil. 

Corvus dericus. Lath. Vtell. 

^ Corvus Versicolor. Lath. Vieil. 

Corvus Spermohgus. Frisch. Vieil. Var. of Corvus monedula. Lath. 
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The Magpie. ( C. Pica. L. ) Enl. , 498. Naiun. 

56 . 2 . 

Is a fine bird, of a silky black, reflecting purple, 
blue, and gold ; belly, white, and a large spot of the 
same colour over the eye. Its perpetual chattering 
has rendered it famous. It prefers inhabited places, 
and feeds on all sorts of matter, and will even attack 
the small domesticated birds. 

Senegal Crow. Corvus Senegalensis. Enl. 538. 

Violet black above ; dusky beneath ; size of a mag- 
pie. Tail longest in the males. Senegal. 

Corvus Ventralis. Shaw. Vaill. Afr. 55. 

Above, glossy black ; belly, thighs, and vent, flesh- 
colour. Said to be from South Sea Islands. 

Red’-hilled Jay, Corvus Erythrorhyncos. Enl. 622. 
better Vail. 57* 

Body, brown above ; white beneath ; head, neck, and 
breast, black. China. 

Cayenne Jay. Corvus Cay anus. Enl. 373. 

Black ; wings and tail, violet ; last tipped with white ; 
head, black, with some white spots. Cayenne. 

Perwvian Jay. C. Peruvianus. Enl. 625. 

Forehead, blue ; hind-head, whitish ; green above ; 
yellow beneath. Peru. 

Blue Crow. Corvus Cyaneus. Pall. Vail. Afr. 
58. 2. 

Top of head to nape, glossy deep-black ; body, ash- 
A A 2 
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colour; paler beneath; wings and tail, fine blue. 
Mongolia. 

Rufous Crow, C. Rufus, Vail. 59. 

Body, and tail-eoverts, i^ed^brown ; wings, black, with 
broad gray stripe ; tail long, cuneiform. 

Paraguan Jay, Lath. Cor^cus Pileatus, Illig- 
AcafU, d’Azara. pi. col. 58. Pica Chrysops. Vieil. 
Gal. 101. 

Top, and sides of head, black, soft, and velvety ; 
above, deep blue ; beneath, yellow ; tail, white tip- 
ped. Paraguay. 

Garrulus Guhematriw. Temm. PI. Col. 436. 

Head-tuft like a military plume. M. Temminck 
makes this a jay. 

Corvus Azureus. Azara. Temm. PL Col. 108. 

Head and neck, full black ; other parts of body, wings 
and tail, sky-blue. Paraguay and Brazil. 

Corvus Cyanopogon, P. Max. Temminck. PI. Col. 
109. 

A long coronal tuft ; forehead, neck, and breast, full 
black ; belly, thighs, and under wing-coverts, white, 
or whitish. Brazil.* 

* M. Vieillot admits into this genus — 

Pica AtbiooQii. Vieil. Ccrvia Caicdofikw, Lath. 

La Pie Houpette, 

Pica Okoacea. ^Heil. Corvut Olivaceufi. Lath. 

Corvui Affioamu* Lath. 

Pica Fagabonda, Vieil. Coracias Vagabonda, Lath. 

Corvus ZasSe, Lath. 
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The Jays. (Garrulds. Cuv.) 

Have the two mandibles but litde elongated* and 
terminated by a sudden, and nearly equal bend. 
When their tail is cuneiform, it is not long, and the 
feathers of the forehead, generally pliant and slender, 
are more or less elevated when the bird is angry. 

The Jay of Europe. C. Olandularim. Lin. Enl. 
481. Naum. 58. 1. 

Is a fine bird, of a vinous gray, with black mousta- 
Chios, and quills particularly remarkable for a large 
spot of brilliant blue, striped with deeper blue, 
which forms a portion of the wing-coverts. The 
acorn constitutes its principal food. It is one of 
those birds which evince the greatest disposition to 
the imitation of all kinds of sounds. It nestles in 
our woods, and lives in pairs, or in small flocks. 

Add 

Bltte Jay. Corvus Criatatus. Enl. 629. Viel. Gal. 102. 

Blue, above ; white, underneath ; black streaks on side 
of face, and crescent on the breast. Eleven inches. 
America. 

Steller's Crow. C. SteUeri. Vail. Ois. de Par., and 
c. I. .44. 

Purple-greenish-black ; blue on quill feathers ; 16 
inches. North America. 

Siberian Crow. C. Sibiricus. Enl. 608. 

Cinereous above ; ferrugineous-orange beneath ; ten 
inches. Siberia. 
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C, InfausUis et Rtiasicw^ Var. Lath. Cinereotis Crow, 
C. Canadensis. Enl. 530, and a variety. Vail. 48. 

Brown, above ; pale ash-colour, underneath ; forehead 
and throat, dirty yellow ; lOi inches. Canada. 

Corvtis CrietatMus. Vel. Ccrrvus Cyanoleucus. Pr. 
Max. Temm. PI. Col. 193. 

Tuft of fine curved feathers, and plumes of full deep 
black; occiput, nape, neck, and breast, blackish- 
brown ; back and scapulars, bluish-brown; underneath, 
light yellowish white. Brazil. 

Corvus Ultramarinus. Cuv. Gamtius Ultramarinus. 
C. Bonap. Temm. PI. Col. 439. 

Long square tail ; head, nape, and cheeks, ultramarine; 
mantle and middle of back, ashy, shaded with ultra- 
marine ; wings and tail, last colour ; throat, abdomen, 
and tail-coverts, whitish. Mexico. 

Corvus Floridanus. Ch. Bonap. I. 13. 1. 

Approximating to the last, but the blue of the back is 
more lively, and all the azure colours have more bril- 
liancy. Wings, in proportion to tail, longer. North 
America. 

Corvus Torquatus. Garrule Torqukole. Temm. PL 
Col. 444. 

An extensive white space on all the neck, breast, and 
part of belly ; black, with reflexions of polished steel, 
on all other parts of body, wings, and tail. New Cale- 
donia, Celebes, and perhaps Borneo. * 

* M. Vieillot has 
Cromdut Melanogatter. Ois. de Par. Vail. 

Gamdut Ccervletceiu. 

OarrvUu GidericuUdus. 

Oafrvlm Awntus'. 

Cormu Purpurascent. Lath. 
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The Nutcrackers (Caryocatactes,) Cuv, 

Have both mandibles equally pointed and Straight- 
Only one is known. 

The Nutcracker. (C. Coryocatojctes. L.) Enl. 50. 
Naum. 58. 2. Vieil. Gal. 105. 

Brown, spotted with white all over the body. Builds 
in the clefts of trees in elevated thick woods ; climbs 
the trees and pierces the bark, like the woodpecker ; 
eats all sorts of fruit, insects, and small birds ; and 
comes occasionally, but without regularity, in large 
docks into the open country. It is famous for its 
confidence. 

The C. HottentottuSy Enl. 226., appears to me to be 
allied to the Tyrants. C. Balicassius^ Enl. 603., is a 
Drongo. C. CcUvits^ Enl. 251, is a Gymnocephale. 
C. Novce Guinece^ Enl. 629, and C. Papuensis, EnJ, 
630, are Choucaris, The C. Speciosus of Shaw is the 
Chinese Roller, Enl. 620. C. Flaviventris^ Enl. 249, 
is a Tyrant. C- Meooicanus is probably a Cassique, 
or a Weaver, and C. Argyrophtalmus^ Brown. 111. 10, is 
certainly so. C. Rujipennis^ Enl. 199, is a blackbird, 
the same as Turdus Morio. C. Cyanurus^ Enl. 355, 
C. Brachyurus, Enl. 257 and 8, C. Grallariusy Enl. 
702 , of Shaw, are Pittae and Anteaters. C. Caruncu- 
latua^ Daud. is a Philedon. 

I have approximated to the Blackbirds C. Pyrrhocora,Vy 
Enl. 531, and to the Upupse, the C. Graculus^ Enl. 
155. I believe the C. Eremita not to exist. The 
C. CaribceuSy Aldrov. I. 7B8,is a Bee-eater, whose de- 
scription has been used by Duterte to describe an object 
he had nearly forgotten. (7. Gymnocephalus. T. Co.l 
327 , appears to me to be of the Dentirostral family. 
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The Temia. Vaill. 

Have, with the carriage and tail of the pies, an ele- 
vated bill, with the upper mandible gibbous, and the 
base furnished with velvety feathers almost like the 
Birds of Paradise. 

The most anciently known, ( Corvm Variam. 
Lath.) Vail. Afr. 56. Vieil. Gal. 106, is of a 
bronze-green. It is found in India and Africa. 

M. VieiUot has called this genus Crypsirina. Gal. 
106. Dr. Horsfield, Phrenotrix. M. Temminck 
unites Temia to Oktucopis. 

Add, 

Glaucopis Leucopterus. Temm. pi. col. 265. 

Size of our European jay ; all the plumage perfect 
black, except a white band on the wing parallel with 
the body, and a white stripe on the external barb of 
the first two secondaries of the wing. Length, fourteen 
inches. Sumatra. 

Glaucopis Temnura. Tem. PI. Col. 337. 

Plumage, dusky black, shaded with dark gray ; tail 
curiously scolloped. India. ? 

The Glaucopis. Forster. 

Have the same biU, and the same carriage j but 
under the base of the biU, hang two fleshy caruncles. 

The species known ( Glaucopis Cinerea. Wattle- 
bird. Lath. Syn. I. pi. 14.) is of New Holland ; as 
large as a pie ; blackish, and with wedged tail. It 
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lives on insects and berries ; perches little. Its flesh 
is considered excellent. 

Bechstein substitutes for Qkmcopis the name 
CcdUeas. 


The Rollers. Coracias. Lin. 

Have the bill strong, compressed towards the end, 
and the point a little crooked ; the nostrils, oblong, 
placed at the edge of the feathers, and not covered 
by them ; the feet, short and strong. They are birds 
of the Old Continent, very like the jays, in their 
manners, and the loose plumes of the forehead. Their 
colours are lively, but seldom harmonious. Their 
anatomy presents certain peculiarities which approxi- 
mate them to the king-fishers and pies ; such as two 
notches on the sternum, a single pair of muscles at 
the lower larynx, and a membranous stomach. 

The name Coracias, consecrated by the authority 
of Linnseus, has been changed by M. Vieillot, into 
that of Galgulus, which, among the ancient Latins, 
belonged to the Oriole. 

The Rollers, properly so called. 

Have the bill straight, and more high than broad ir 
all the species. 

We have one in Europe, 

Garrulous Roller. ( Coracias Garrula. hin.) Enl 

480 . 

Sea-green, with back and scapulars, fawn-colour; 
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pur^ blue on the ti^ o£ wing ; prett]^ nearly Ike size 
of the jay. It is a very wild biftb though sociable 
enough with its consimikrs ^ it is clamorous, nestles 
in the hollows of trees, and quits us in winter. It 
lives on worms, insects, and small frogs. 

Some foreign rollers have, like ours, the tad square ; 
but still the external tad^^uills in our roller are a little 
dongated in the male, which is the first indication of 
their great dongation in many other spedea. 

Bengal Roller. C. BengalensU. Ed. 365. 

Top of the head, green ; hind part of neck and back, 
fulvous ; lower part of back, blue ; belly, blue-green ; 
throat, reddish white. The same as Indica^ Edw. 326, 
and Albids figure^ 1. 17^ cited under caudata. 

Coracias Viridis Nob. Vail. I. 36. Vieil. 

Gal. 110. 

Forehead and throat, reddish white ; top of head and 
neck, of back, scapulars, wing-coverts, and uader^ 
neath, aquamarine. East Indies. 

Coracias Temminckii. Vail. pi. G. 

Tuft of feathers on head, aquamarine ; neck, throat, 
underneath, cropper, and tail, indigo-blue; back, 
scapulars, and wings, full green. 

Atyssinian Roller. C. Abysainica^ Ed. 626. 

Head, neck, and wing-coverts, green; shoulders, 
quills, and rump, blue; back, brown; 18 inches. 
Abyssinia. C. Senegala. £d. 326. Edw. 327, b » 
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Yariety* C. Cmdata is an individaal^ disfigured by 
the head of Bengalemie. (Vail, loc. cat* p« 105*) 

Coracias Cyanogaater. Cuv. Vail. Ois, de Par. 
pi. 26. 

Head, neck, and breast, red, shaded with green | 
beneath, crupper, and wing-coverts, blue ; tail, green. 
Africa- 

Cor* Cqffra^ where Shaw cites, Edw. 320, is a 
blackbird, (Turdua Nitena,) C. Sinenaia^ Enl. 630, 
from its notched bill, must also be approximated either 
to the blackbirds or shrikes. M. Temmnick makes it a 
Pyrolh Shaw thinks that C. Viridia^ Lath, is a 
King-fiaher* C. Strepera and C. Varia* Lath, are 
Cassicans. C MUitaria and C. Scutata^ Shaw, are 
Piauhauil. C Meoncana- Seb, 1, pi. 64- f. 5. is the 
Jay of Canada. • C. Cayana* Enl. 616. is a 
nager.^ 

The Rojlles. (Colaris. Cuv.) 

Differ from the rollers by a shorter bill, more arched, 
and especially enlarged at its base, so as to be less 
high there than broad. 


* The following have been named elsewhere— 
Coroctof DocXRm, Lath, 

Cataxku Cosrtdea, Lath. 

Cbrociof PUoio. Lath. 

Cofwuu Cycmea Lath. 

Corat^ PueUa* Lath, 

Oalgidm Melanopi. Vieil Vail. 50. 

Cataciai Iflgnu Lath. 

Coraciat Stfiata. Lath. 

Caracku Faq/Soo. I^ith. 
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Oriental RoUer. (^C.Orientalis. 619-) 

Head and neck, brown ; green-brown above ; blue- 
green underneath ; quills, blue and black ; size of a 
jay. Slast Indies. 

Madagascar Roller. ( C. Madagascariensis. Enl. 

601.) 

Plumage in general, rusty purplish-brown ; rump and 
vent, blue-green ; tail, blue-green ; tip, blackish. 

African Roller. (C. Afra. Lath.) 

Pale cinnamon above ; paler beneath ; quills, blue ; 
tail, tipped black. Eight and a half inches. Africa.* 

Birds of Paradise. (Paradisea. L.) 

Have, like the corvi, a straight, compressed, strong, 
toothless bill, and the nostrils "covered ; but the in- 
fluence of the climate they inhabit, and which ex- 
tends itself to the birds of many genera, has given 
the feathers which cover the nostrils a sort of velvet 
texture, and frequently a metallic brilliancy, while it 
has, at the same time, greatly developed the feathers 
of many parts of the body. These birds are origin- 
ally from New Guinea and the neighbouring islands. 
At first they were only to be obtained fi'om the bar- 
barians of those countries, who prepared them for 
making fans, and cut off the feet and wings, so that 


* M, Vieillot, who calls this genus Eueybtomus, has placed here: 
JEtaystoima CyaTiocoUis, Vail. O. dePar. pi. 96. 

JSurystomus (Jularit. Vieil. 

JSwyttomtis Purymroicens, Vieil. Vail. Ois. de Par. 55. 



ORDER PASSERES. 


189 


it was thought, for some time, in Europe, that the first 
species was really without these members, and lived 
altogether in the air, supported by the long feathers 
of the sides. Some travellers, however, having pro- 
cured perfect specimens of some species, it is now 
known that their wings and feet indicate the station 
to which we assign them. They are said to feed on 
fruits, and especially to seek spices. Some have the 
feathers of the sides silky, and of great length, form- 
ing a fan larger than the body, which gives such a 
resistance to the wind that these birds are often 
carried away by it, in spite of their efforts ; and have, 
moreover, two barbed threads adhering to the croup, 
and running out as far, or farther, than the feathers 
of the flanks. 

The Great Bird of Paradise. {P. Apoda. L.) Enl. 

254. Vaill. Ois. de Par. PI. 1. Vail. pi. 1. 

As large as a thrush ; moronne colour, with the upper 
part of the head and neck, yellow ; round the bill 
and throat, emerald-green ; the male of this species 
has the long bundles of yellow feathers used by the 
ladies in dress. There is a race rather less. 

The Red Bird of Paradise. Par. Rubra. Vail. pi. 

6. Vieil. pi. 3. 

With the lateral plumes of a bright red, and the 
threads wider, and concave on one side. 

In the other birds of paradise we still find threads ; 
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but the feathers af the sides, ti^ough a little elougated, 
do not exceed the tail in length. 

King Paradise Bird. {Paradisea Regia.') Enl. 496. 
Vail. 7* Vieil. 5. 

As large as a i^mutow ; moronne-purple ; a band 
across the breast ; the extremity of the feathers of 
the sides, and the barbs which widen the end of the 
two long threads, emerald-green. 

This M. Vieillot makes his genus Cincinnurus. 

Magnificent Paradise Bird. {JPar. Magnifim.) 
Sonnerat. 98. Enl. 631. Vail. 9* Vieil. 4. 

Moronne above ; green underneath and on the flanks. 
The quills of the wings, yellow ; a bundle of straw- 
coloured feathers on each side of the neck ; another 
more ydlow opposite the fold of the wing. 

Others again have slender but short feathers on 
the flanks, and are destitute of threads at the crupper. 

Oold-br^ted Paradise Bird. (Par. Awrea. Gm. Sex- 
setacea. Shaw.) Sonnei'at. pL 97. Enl. 633. 
Vail. 12. Vieil. 6. et Galer. 97* 

As large as a blackbird ^ black ; a golden-green breast’ 
plate on the throat, terminated by a small disk of 
webs golden-green. 

M. Vieillot makes of this species his genus Parotia. 
Gal. 67 . 

Others, in fine, have neither thread, nor elongated 
feathers on the flanks. 
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Paradhe Bird. {Par. Superba.) Sonnerat. 96. 

Enl. 632. Vail. 14. Vieil. 7» Galer. 98 . 

The Others of th 6 scapulars are nevertheless pro- 
longed into a sort of mantlet, which c^ cover the 
wings, and those of the breast, into a sort of coat of 
arms, pendant, and furcated. All the {dumage is 
black, except the pectoral coat, which is of a brilliant 
bumished-steel-green. 

Golden Paradise Bird^ {Par. Awrea. Sh. Oriolus 
aureus. Gm.) Edw. 112 . Vail. 18. Vieil. 11 . 

Has no extraordinary development of plumage, 
and is only recognized by the velvet of the feathers 
which cover the nostrils. The male is of a most lively 
orange, the throat and primaries of the wings being 
black. The female is brown, instead of orange. 
M. Vieillot’s genus, Lophorina. 

I refer to the black- birds, Paradmm Quhris, 
Lath., or Nigra, Gm. Vail. 20 . 21 . Vieil. 8 . and 9., 
and Leucoptera, Lath, to the Cassicans. Par. Cha- 
lybcea. Enl. 663. Sonn. 97 . Vail. 23. Vieil. 10 . 
Cirrhata. Aldrov. is too much mutilated to be cha- 
racterized; and Furcata, Lath., appears to be an 
imperfect individual of Superba. 

* M. Vieiilot distinguishes — 

Oiieau de Paradis noir, yalent3ni. 

Paradisea AJha, Lath. 

Paraduea Mtnor Papuana. Lath* 
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Dr. Latham enumerates twenty species and varieties 
of the Birds of Paradise, lamenting the*^ imperfection 
of their descriptions, from the little Iqiowledge to be 
obtained concerning them. He adlb a that 
future naturalists or travellers visiting l4w Guinea, 
may be capable of discriminating the subjects found 
there, and thus supplying the present desiderata in 
this department of ornithology. He has, besides those 
we have mentioned — 

Doubtful Paradue Bird, 

Hackled Paradue Bird, 

Emerald^breasted Paradue Bird. 

Frothed Paradue Bird. 

Cfkped Paradise Bird. 

Tmelve^wired Paradise Bird. 





SUPPLEMENT ON THE CONIROSTRES. 


The first genus to be considered in this family, is that of 
the Larks. To the very brief indication of their generic 
characters in the text, we may add, that they are distingui^ed 
by a cylindrical and subulated bill, furnished at the base 
with small feathers, directed forwards, and completely cover- 
ing the nostrils. This bill is straight in some, and more or less 
arched in others ; the nostrils are rounded, and half closed 
by a membrane ; the tongue is cartilaginous, and cleft at the 
point ; the hinder claw is straight, or nearly so, acuminated, 
and usually longer than the thumb. The first remex is some- 
times shorter than the fourth ; but more generally they are 
of equal length ; the second and third are the longest of all. 
There are two secondaries, nearly as long as the primaries, 
notched on the end, as well as the intermediate feathers. 
There are four toes, three before and one behind. 

All the larks nestle on the ground ; and the majority rise 
so high that they are often lost sight of, and sing during their 
flight. Some of them perch, but not often ; they are semi- 
nivorous, insectivorous, and herbivorous, and they swallow 
grains entire ; they are to be found in all parts of the 
world. 

Some naturalists have divided the larks into three sections, 
according to certain difierences of conformation observable in 
the bill. The first of these differences is that the bill is 
conical, straight, or nearly so, more high than wide at the 

VOL. VII. c c 



194 


CLASS AVES. 


base, and, cm the whole, rath^ slender ; the second is when 
the bill is gross, more high than wide, and gently cutting 
into an arch ; the third is when the bill is Icmg and very 
arched. As these divisions, however, are not recognised in 
the Regne Animal,'' we shall pursue, in noticing the species, 
the order adopted there, adding such accounts of others, not 
mentioned by our author, as may prove interesting. 

The first to be noticed is the aky^ or field lark, also some^ 
times called the common lark, and to which naturalists have, 
as usual, added a crowd of epithets. Notwithstanding that 
it is so commcm in our climates, it has not unfirequently been 
confounded with other species of the same genus. One cause 
of this is, that its plumage is at once extremely varied, and 
yet it presents no prominent colour, or even a very decided 
tint of any kind ; another reason of this uncertainty is, that, 
in many cases, authors of works on natural history have 
thought that they might dispense with the necessity of 
describing a bird so very generally known. This mode of 
avoiding the difiiculties and the tediousness of a minute 
description, is convenient enough to a writer, in the way of 
saving trouble, but it is calculated to abridge the utility of 
his work. The object of the naturalist is to instruct, as well 
as to amuse ; and, therefore, accurate descriptions, however 
tiresome, are yet necessary. A foreigner has just right to 
complain of an author of this kind, who does not extend his 
views beyond the circle of his native country, and endeavour 
to render his book one of general instruction. Now, in the 
uistance in question, the species of which we are speaking, is 
a stranger to America ; and a native of that country would 
have some reason to find fault with an European naturalist 
who should neglect to describe it. In this respect the work 
of Bfisson is valuable, from the extent and accuracy of its 
descriptions ; and though not adapted to be read through with 
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plf»asure» k ettrem^y iiie&d foe ihi^ ptufpotm^ 

Actuated by dniflar views, ^we ^ye»wdeav$Oi«f^ 
our book worthy o£ igeneral iqpprobatiooi,^ by i»saAA9au|MQi^ 
de8cr^>ticm with matter more popular and ei;)tecti4AiBg.t^ end* 
by separating the two departments, we trust to have suolpeededl 
better in our object. In the latter port we have,' in generalic 
rather avoided minute description ; but as in the ' Regno 
Animal'^ itself the descriptions, in consequence of theorigihal 
plan of that work, are often purposely imperfect, it knOcessary, 
occasionally, to attempt to supply such deficiencies in the 
present portion of our own. To our author^, account, there* 
fore, of this lark, we beg to add the following particulars* . 

The length of the sky-lark is usually about six inches t^ 
lines from the extremity of the bill to that of the tail •; the 
extended wings, two inches and a half, and in a state of 
repose, they reach to two-thirds of the tail ; the twelve quills 
of the latter are twp inches nine lines, with the exception of 
the middle ones, which being a little shorter than the lateral, 
render the tail slightly forked. The claw of the posterior 
toe is sometimes nearly two inches long ; it appears longer in 
proportion to the age of the bird ; for in a bird of eighteen 
months old, it is usually no more than six lines ; of the three 
anterior toes the lateral are slightly arched, while the middle 
one is straight. 

A mixture of blackish and of gray, tinted with red and 
dirty white, constitute, properly speaking, the colour of the 
upper plumage of the sky-lark. A narrow band of reddish 
white passes above the eyes, on each side of the head ; the 
throat is white ; the fore part of the neck and all the under 
parts of the body, reddish white, with longitudinal blackidi 
spots. The small upper wing^coverts are gray, tinted with 
reddidi, and bordered with white; the large coverts, the 
most remote frc»n the beniy, have a fawn^4x>loured border, 
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around a brown ground^ and those wfaidi are neaMt haVe a 
gray brown ground, the extremity bdng fawn-colour on the 
border. The quills of the wing are brown, their external 
edge fawn, just tipped with white, and the last three or four 
nearest the body, have a deeper shade, and their internal edge 
is fawn. The upper half of the bill is blackish, and the 
lower rather whitish. 

The male is a little browner than the female ; he has a sort 
of black collar, and his hinder claw is longer. He is also 
something more bulky, although the heaviest of the larks 
rarely weighs above two ounces ; the stomach of these birds 
is fleshy, and tolerably ample in proportion to the volume of 
the body. 

Some individuals have more or less of reddish, and more or 
less of the wing-quills edged with this colour. There are also 
in this species certain individual varieties more strongly 
decided : first, the white lark ; secondly, the black lark ; 
and, thirdly, the Isabella lark^ which last is not found so 
frequently as the first. This tint may possibly be produced 
by the age of the bird ; for all the species of Alauda exhibit 
variations in the plumage as they grow older, and before they 
become entirely white pass through this colour. M. Picot 
la Peyrouse has observed many that were variegated with 
isabella on their ordinary plumage, and others with isabella 
and white. 

The common lark is the musician of the fields ; its delight- 
ful song, like a hymn of joy, announces the approaching 
spring, and accompanies the earliest blush of morning. It id 
heard from the very commencement of those fine days which 
succeed the cold and gloom of winter ; and its notes are the 
first which strike upon the ear of the vigilant cultivator of 
the gi^ound. The matin song of the lark was in ancient 
Oveeoe the signal for the reaper to commence his labours. 
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which he 8 uipc?ii 4 cd during . jt^t pc^rtioi^ m 

which the erdours ryf a suminerV upon hnpot!^ ,^eiipe 911 
the bird The lark is always silent duchig tbe^ ii09i| * 
when the sun begins to verge towards the west^ it Blla tbp ahr 
anew with its varied and sQnm>u8 modulaticami^, t It is silfat 
when the sky is overcast and the weather rainy; but, 
generally speaking, it sings during the entire of the fine 
season* 

Like all other i^iecies of the feathered class, the song in the 
lark is the peculiar attribute of the male ; he rises almost 
perpendicularly, and by starts, in the air, and describes, in 
rising, a sort of screw-like curve. He often mounts very high, 
always singing, and forcing his voice in proportion as he recedes 
from the earth, so that he is easily heard, even when he is 
scarcely visible ; he sustains himself a long time in the air, 
descends slowly as far as ten or twelve feet above the ground, 
and then precipitates himself downward like an arrow. His 
voice grows feeble in proportion as he approaches the earths 
and he becomes completely mute as soon as he alights 
upon it. 

From a certain elevation in the air the male is observed, in 
the season of reproduction, to look out for, and attract some 
female. When he has succeeded in drawing the attention of 
one, the latter from below regards him earnestly for some 
little time, and then flutters lightly towards the place where 
she observes him about to alight. Constancy, however, is no 
characteristic of this species of birds, and their unions are but 
transitory. We must not search amongst them for those 
models of tender affection and fidelity, so often to be found 
in some other divisions of the feathered race. 

The female, when fecundated, very soon makes her nest : 
she conceals it carefully between two lumps of earth. It is 
flat, not very cmicave, and nearly devoid of firmness or cpn- 
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fdstence. It is composed of grass, small dried rxK^ts,. and the 
hm of cattle. The eggs, to the number of four or l^ve, have 
brown spots on a greyish ground. The female hatches only 
about fourteen or fifteen days, and in somewhat leas time than 
that the yoi^ig ones are in a staite to quit the nest, and dk^ 
pense with her farther care. After having fed them for a few 
days, she instructs them how to procure their food, and 
makes them leave the nest before they are entirely covered 
with feathers. The fowler is often deceived by this, not 
finding in the nest the young ones, which but a few days 
before he had viewed recently broken from the shell, .and 
almost entirely naked. 

The vernal amours of the larks leave them sufficient time 
to have several broods in the summer. With us, and in 
France and Germany, they have usually but two : but in 
more southern countries, as Italy, for instance, they have 
three ; the first in the commencement of May, the second in 
July, and the third in August. 

The first nourishment taken by the young larks is com* 
posed of chrysalides, of worms, of caterpillars, and even of 
the eggs of locusts. This last sort of food makes them in 
high consideration in the countries which are exposed to the 
ravages of those insects. They were on this account consi- 
dered as sacred birds in the island of Lemnos, where the 
locusts still create, as they do in many other countries of the 
Levant, incalculable ravages. The services which the same 
birds render to us, in destroying the germs of the generations 
of many species of insects which devastate our crops, should 
induce us to spare them a little more. 

When they are adult, the larks feed principally on different 
grains, herbs, and vegetable substances in general. They 
seldom go to water, but quench their thirst most generally by 
inhaling the dew-drops. 



0R1I2IR PASSERES* 


109 


When people are desinous of bringing up the young of this 
species, they feed them with paste, made of meat and mimb 
of bread, bruised hemp seed, and widi crumb of bread ahd 
beers heart hashed. This paste is improved by an admixture 
of poppy seed grated* In Flanders they feed the young larks 
with this seed moistened. As soon as they begin to sing they 
are fed with dieep^s heart, or boiled meat hashed with hard 
eggs, to which OUna recommends the addition of com, of 
spelt and oats properly cleaned, millet, flax seed, poppy, and 
hemp seed bruised, and steeped in milk. They are in course 
of time accustomed to live on grain of every kind ; but Frisch 
tells us, that when they receive nothing but hemp seed, they are 
liable to become black. It is said that mustard seed produces 
a contrary eflect. We are assured by Frisch, that they have 
this peculiar instinct, to taste their food with the tongue 
before they eat it. 

The males are brought up in aviaries, or spacious cages, 
for the enjoyment of their song throughout the whole year. 
They have sufficient memory and flexibility of throat to 
retain and imitate foreign sounds, and to repeat them more 
agreeably than almost any other bird can do. At Paris, a 
lark has been seen which could whistle distinctly seven airs 
after the bird organ. 

The males intended to be preserved for singing, should be 
taken in October or November ; but their voice does not 
acquire its full developement until after two years. If they 
are taken large, their wings must be tied, lest by springing 
violently they should break their heads against the roof of 
their cage ; but it is better to cover it with stuff of some kind, 
to prevent the danger of killing themselves, by following 
their natural habit of rising perpendicularly. The cage 
should be without any cross stick, and furnished at bottom 
with fresh turf, often renewed. Another indispensable pre- 
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cauticm is to place fine sand within their reach, in which the 
larks are fond of rolling, to rid themselves of the little insects 
which incommode them. They soon become so familiar as to 
eat out of the hand, on the table, &c. 

The lark usually lives nine or ten years in a state of cap- 
tivity, and sometimes longer. Instances have been known of 
their having attained even to four-and-twenty years. Albertus 
Magnus was of opinion, that towards its ninth year the lark 
lost its sight. Like all other birds in a state of captivity, it 
is subject to epilepsy ; from which circumstance the ancient 
physicians imagined that its flesh was injurious to those 
persons who were attacked by this terrible malady. They 
regarded it, however, as a specific against gravel, stone, and 
colic. In our times, on the contrary, it has been said to 
produce the latter complaint ; and probably there is as much 
truth in one statement as in the other. 

The lark, however, is generally considered as an wholesome, 
delicate, and light food. It is prepared in a variety of 
ways, on which, as we are not writing a book of cookery, we 
shall forbear to dwell. We must therefore return to our 
proper province, which is nature. 

The extreme elongation of the hinder claw of the lark in a 
right line, gives the bird a facility in walking, but renders it 
incapable of seizing the branches of trees, and perching. Its 
walk and attitude are neat and graceful. It sometimes forms 
a little tuft by elevating the feathers of its head. 

The larks are dispersed through the fields during the 
whole of the fine season, but assemble in large flocks in 
autumn and winter. They then become very fat ; for the 
period of their amours, their song, and their breeding, being 
gone by, they keep continually on the ground, and have no 
other occupation than that of taking nutriment. 

These numerous assemblages are only preparatory to an 
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approaching departure with a part of the birds which com- 
pose them. The majority of naturalists have denied, without 
reason, that the larks are birds of passage. They have been 
met at sea in crossing the Mediterranean, and several of them 
have dropped upon the decks of vessels. The island of Malta, 
and other eastern islands of the Mediterranean, serve them as 
resting places ; and they terminate their voyage on the coasts 
of Syria and Egypt, from where they spread even into 
Nubia, and over the shores of the Red Sea into Abyssinia. 

These migrations of the larks have been noticed by several 
scientific observers. M. Thevenot has seen them arrive in 
Egypt. The Chevalier Desmazis, quoted by Montbeillard, 
was an ocular witness of their passage in the island of Malta. 
M. Lottinger, an ornithologist of some eminence, has observed 
a considerable passage of them every year in Lorraine, termi- 
nating precisely at the time in which they arrived in Malta, 
at which time very few are seen in Lorraine, and the emigrants 
detach with them many that are born in the country. In 
fine, all the fowlers who are capable of observation make the 
same remark. 

But though there can be no sort of doubt respecting the 
emigration of the larks, yet it is equally certain that this 
emigration is but partial, and that a great number of them 
remain in the countries in which they have been born. 
Similar, however, is the case of many other species of birds, 
as well as the larks, part of which migrate, while part remain 
sedentary. We are wholly ignorant of the motive and cause 
which determine this separation in the same family, and 
produce effects so very different in the same animals. To 
discover these would be an object worthy of the researches of 
a true philosopher, of an observer of expanded mind, who 
studies nature in her own proper and immense domain, and 
does not shut himself up in his cabinet, with the inanimate 
relics of her productions, founding his pretensions to science 
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on the arrangement of Bynmimes, and sheltering his own 
dulness and ignorance under ‘‘ words of learned length and 
thundering sound.*^ 

The larks which remain during the whole season in our 
climates retire, during considerable cold, into sheltered places, 
to the edge of waters which do not freeze, where they find 
small worms and insects, on which they feed, when they can 
no longer find grain for their sustenance. When the weather 
grows mild, they again spread themselves in the plains. 
They often disappear suddenly in the spring ; when, after a 
few mild days, which have induced them to quit their re- 
treats, there comes on some sharp weather, which obliges 
them to retire again, until the temperature becomes less rigorous. 

The common lark is found in almost all the inhabited 
countries of the ancient continent, but is supposed not to exist 
in America. Dr. Latham, indeed, notices that Sloane men- 
tions having met with one some leagues distant from the 
American coast, out at sea ; but this will hardly be admitted 
as a proof. 

Though very fruitful, this species is less numerous in our 
days than it was formerly. It has been remarked in France, 
that the quantity of larks has sensibly diminished within 
forty or fifty years back. Whether the same observation will 
hold good in this country, we have not heard. Many causes 
may conciu* to this diminution. Increased cold, and abun- 
dant snow, remaining a long time on the ground, have de- 
stroyed a prodigious quantity of larks. They have been 
seen, at such times, to unite in bands, approach the villages, 
and even take refuge in houses ; and being totally exhausted, 
and without the power to fiy, have suffered themselves to be 
killed with poles. 

The birds of prey also destroy many of them in summer ; 
but man (in this case as in others) is the most voracious, the 
most determined, and, we may add, the most improvident of 
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destroyers. Four thousand dozen of them are annually taken 
in the neighbourhood of Dunstablfe, the greater part of which 
are sent to London. But they are far more plentiful in 
Germany than in this coxmtry. They are there subject t6 an 
excise, which Keysler affirms produces six thousand dollars 
yearly to Leipsic. It is also said that their flavour in this 
neighbourhood is superior to what it is elsewhere. The duty 
at Leipsic is about two and a-half sterling for every sixty 
birds ; and it is sometimes known to produce twelve thou- 
sand crowns. The fields are literally covered with them from 
Michaelmas to the beginning of November. 

The most convenient season for hunting larks, is from the 
month of September to the end of winter, particularly after 
the white frosts and snow. 

There are a variety of modes of taking or destroying this 
bird. The least advantageous is that of the gun. The game 
scarcely compensates for the loss of time and trouble, 
powder and shot. There is a method, however, sometimes 
used, which renders the shooting of larks more productive to 
the fowler, and which, as it is curious, we may as well 
describe. 

A piece of wood is taken, nine or ten inches in length, 
flat, and about two inches wide on the under side. On 
the upper, it rather shelves a little on both sides, is 
not exactly rounded, but divided into several narrow 
planes, and the extremities of it are cut into slopes, or 
very much inclined planes. Each of these planes is encrusted 
with little bits of looking-glass, cemented in certain notches 
with a kind of stucco, composed of three-parts of black 
pitch, and four of red cement — ^the whole melted together. 
A hole, about an inch deep, is made underneath this mirror, 
about the centre, into which an iron spit is passed, somewhat 
thicker than the little Anger. This spit is hefted into a 
bobbin : a stake, about a foot long, sunk in the earth, and 

D D 2 



204 


CLASS AVES. 


pierced above with a vertical hole, about two inches deep, 
receives in this hole the other extremity of the spit ; and by 
means of a packthread wound around the bobbin, a man, 
seated on the ground, at a certain distance, in a box, or some 
hollow pla^ which partly conceals him, turns the mirror 
round, aa childrm turn the little hand-mills which they fabri- 
cate with a ll0*ge apple, placed at the end of a little piece of 
wood, which crosses an empty nut. The mirror thus put in 
motion, attracts a sufficient number of larks to render it worth 
the fowler’s while to fire at them. 

This method, however, is more successful when the mirror 
is placed between cloth nets, and when a bird-call is used, or 
a living lark attached by a packthread to a stake, and forced 
to flutter about. 

The mirror just described, may be used by the same 
person who manages the cloths of the net. But if it is em- 
ployed with the gun, it is necessary that another pCariKni 
should put it in motion. Another mirror, however, has been 
invented which the fowler himself may use. 

This is a machine of wood, something in the shape of a 
platform, furnished internally with a sort of pallet, on which 
are fixed steel buttons, or some bits of looking-glass. This 
machine, supported diametrically by two pivots, on a semi- 
circle of iron, preserves an equilibrium, which does not 
require, like the other mirror, the assiduity and attention of 
the turner. The semi-circle which sustains the platform, 
is steel-like, and susceptible of a little elasticity. From the 
half of this semi-circle, proceeds a handle, at the extremity of 
which is a round or square hole, which serves to heft it into a 
stake which supports the platform at an elevation from 
the ground sufficient to afford it play. This platform must 
be horizontal, so as to receive vertically the rays of the sun. 
Motion is communicated to this machine by means of a 
pack-thread, which, attaching to the platform opposite the 
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handle of the semi-circle, passes through a small slate, placed 
below, and extends to the hand of the fowler. This motion, 
though limited, becomes regular, and is multiplied by means 
of a very flexible little spring, attached to the platform, and 
the two extremities of which touch at intervals the semi- 
circle above and beneath. Between the two extremities of 
this little spring, there should be a distance of two or three 
inches, so that the platform may be balanced up and down, 
which puts into play the buttons or pieces of looking- 
glass. 

Mirrors are made with springs, the mechanism of which is 
the same as that of a jack or turnspit ; but the necessity of 
re-mounting them, renders them inconvenient. This may be 
avoided by supplying the place of the spring with two strings 
of cat-gut, wound in contrary directions round the same 
bobbin. To each of these strings, a packthread is attached, 
the extremity of which is in the hands of the fowler. One of 
the strings is unwound, while the other is wound, and thus 
the mirror is continually in motion without the fowler being 
obliged to draw the packthread so often. This machine is by 
far the most convenient of any. 

The Crested Lark ( Alauda Cristata is called in French 
Cochevis^ which is an abbreviation of visage de coq, a name 
derived from the tuft with which its head is surmounted, and 
which gives it some resemblance to a little cock. The number 
of feathers composing this tuft is not the same in all indivi- 
duals. It varies from seven to twelve, and the bird can raise 
and lower them at pleasvure. 

This lark is more bulky than the common lark. The bill 
is longer, and the wings and tail shorter. The wings, when 
folded, come to about half the length of the tail. Feathers 
of a deep grey, with an edgeing of a lighter tint, cover the 
head, and upper part of the neck and body. On each side of 
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the head is a band of reddish gray interrupted by the eye. 
The lower parts are of an obscure white, slightly tinted with 
reddish. 

The head is more thick, and the bill stronger, in the male 
than in the female, and it has more black on the breast. 
Both have the tongue wide, and a little forked. 

Without being so common as the sky lark, the crested 
lark is pretty well spread throughout Europe, from Russia to 
Greece. It has been seen in Egypt. It seems very doubtful, 
according to Dr. Latham, whether it is ever found in this 
country. It does not seem to be migratory ; at least, it does 
not quit France in winter. During this season it sojourns 
frequently on the borders of streams, and is often seen on 
roads, and sometimes in the midst of a flight of sparrows, 
seeking, like them, the undigested grains in horse-dung. It 
is usually found in fields and meadows, at the back of ditches, 
on the ridges of ploughed land, and sometimes at the entrance 
of woods. It is fr(‘({uently seen at the entrance of villages, 
and sometimes will come in and plant itself on dunghills, on 
the walls of inclosures, and the roofs of houses. It neither 
dies in flocks like the common lark, nor rises so higl) ; and it 
continues in flight a longer time without alighting. It is by 
no means wild, nor does it dread the appearance of man, but 
commences to sing at his approach. The males sing infinitely 
better than the females, and their voice is very sweet and 
agreeable. During fine weather there is no cessation to their 
strains ; but they become silent when the sky is overcast, 
and rain descends ; they forget their gaiety and their music 
until the re-appearance of a brilliant sun reanimates their 
A ivacity. They usually sing until the month of September. 
In captivity they also sing, and retain more readily the airs 
which are taught them from the bird-organ, than almost any 
other bird. But they seldom survive the loss of their liberty, 
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and it requires much care and difficulty to preserve them any 
time in cages. 

The female places her nest on the ground^ like the common 
species. She lays twice a year, about four or five eggs of a 
clear ash-colour, thick set with brown and blackish spots. 

The young of this species can seldom be artificially brought 
up, and still more seldom kept alive for many years. Hashed 
beers or sheep’s hearts, the eggs of ants, millet, and bruised 
hemp seed, constitute their most appropriate food. They 
must be fed with very small morsels, and care must be 
observed not to wound their tongue in feeding them. The 
cage should be furnished with sand at bottom, and covered 
with a cloth, to prevent them from hurting their heads. The 
best season for catching them is autumn ; they are then very 
numerous, and better in flesh. 

The Wood Lark {Lulu of the text, AL Arhorea)^ has been 
confounded by ornithologists with the last, on account of the 
similar tuft with which its liead is surmounted. Some 
separate it from the vnjcUer^ which ftl. Cuvier gives as a 
synonime. It is smaller than the crested lark, and the tuft 
can hardly be considered as a genuine one, being only a little 
greater elongation of the feathers of the head than in the 
common lark. The male is more frequently observed to 
elevate these than the female. 

This lark is found in (icrmany, Holland, Siberia, Poland, 
and Italy : it has also been observed in the Pyrenees, in the 
neighbourh(X)d of Paris, Bourdeaux, Roiien, and is not 
unfrequent in the province of Lorraine. When these birds 
perch they sing agreeably. They are heard to warble in 
great numbers together, in the commencement of spring ; 
but when these assemblages disperse in amorous couples, the 
male then displays all his vocal powers, and produces very 
melodious sounds, especially after sunset. Thus he sootlies 
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and charms his mate, engaged in her maternal cares. From 
the time the young family bursts the shell, the sire takes his 
share in their education ; but his songs are over, for the love 
which created his melody is at an end. 

The eggs are four or five in number, of a dirty white, 
tinted with brown, and picked out with reddish. The nest is 
usually concealed near the borders of woods, in some furrow 
covered with grass or brambles, and in the midst of a thick 
moss. Some stalks of dry grass constitute the external enve- 
lopcment, and the inside is carpeted with soft grass and cattle 
hair. Spring is the season to look for these birds, and they 
are usually found on half-barren hillocks, where briars, &c. 
grow, but invariably on the edge of woods. During winter 
they occupy stony fields. In tu'^s season many families unite 
and form serried flocks, of from thirty to fifty in number, 
never mingling with any otlier species. They then utter a 
sort of plaintive cry, resembling the sound of the syllables 
Julu^ from which they have been thus named. f)n the ground 
they always remain close together ; and when flushed, to use 
the sportsman’s term, they do not fly to a distance, but rise 
by degrees, always whirling, passing and repassing over the 
spot they have quitted, uttering from time to time, certain 
rallying cries, and frequently concluding by dropping down 
in the same place anew. They may, however, be occasionally 
met in this season in isolated couples. Some of them are also 
knowii to emigrate, while others remain in their native 
habitat. 

The social disposition of these birds, and the uneasiness 
which they so frequently manifest, by their rallying cries 
after any of their strayed companions, present the means of 
catching them with greater facility. In hunting them, one of 
their own species is used as a decoy. They are frequently 
caught in nets with smaller meshes than those used for the 
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sky larks. While their migration is in progress, which is 
during the months of October and November, is the most 
favourable time for taking them in abundance. 

It is hardly to be supposed that birds which have so strong 
an attachment to their species, can live very comfortably in a 
state of isolated captivity. When taken adult, the lulus do 
not appear very sensible to the loss of their companions. 
They are tolerably tranquil, but they eat little ; and on the 
return of spring, when new and more lively affections take 
possession of the bosoms of these little beings, they speedily 
perish of chagrin, unj^ss restored to liberty, to friendship, 
and to love. 

The Short-toed Lark ( Alaiida Brachydactyla J, is met with 
in the Canaries, in the southern provinces of France, and 
especially in Champagne, where the species is remarkably 
numerous. These larks arrive in the last mentioned country 
about the end of April, and are universally found in dry and 
sandy situations. They have several br(K)ds, and the first 
takes place soon after their arrival. The nest is constructed 
on the ground, of few materials, principally the blades of 
dog\s-grass, and is usually found in a wheel-rut, or track of a 
horse's hoof. The eggs are three or four, gray in colour, and 
spotted with a brownish gray, which spots are more confluent 
towards the gross end. As stxm as the young can manage for 
themselves, they quit the untilled lands of Champagne, unite 
in numerous bodies, and seek fresher abodes and oaten fields. 
They leave this province at the end of August, and do not 
return until the following spring. 

Morning and evening, all the males of the plain assemble, 
and, at a very elevated height in the air, produce a concert, 
which is heard very distinctly, even though the birds are out 
of sight. This song is more agreeable and melodious than 
that of the common lark. They seldom sing in the middle 
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of the day, aiid never when on the ground, but utter then a 
peculiar sort of cry. 

This lark can run with the rapidity of a field mouse, espe- 
cially when disturbed, and on the point of taking to flight. 
All the larks are pulverating birds ; but this one is so particu- 
larly attached to powdering itself with dust, that, on being 
supplied with some in a state of captivity, it will immediately 
testify its joy by a little soft cry, frequently repeated, and by 
]3recipitate movements of the vings, and bristling of all the 
feathers. It will plunge instantly into sand or ashes, as other 
birds do into w^ater, remains there a l#ng time, wallowing in 
all sorts of w^ays, and does not come out of it until it is 
so covered with it, that its plumage is scarcely to be distin- 
guished. 

The Clapper Lark ( Alauda Apiata ) is of South Africa. 
It usually makes its nest in some small grass, and lays from 
four to five eggs, of a greenish gray. It seldom rises more 
than from fifteen to twenty feet above the ground, and makes 
a jiarticidar noise, occasioned by the precipitate motion of its 
wings, wdiich being heard at a great distance, has caused the 
Dutch colonists to call tlie bird Clapert-Liwerk, which 
Levaillant lias translated Alouette Bateleuse. When in the 
season of its amours it rises to the height above-mentioned, 
it utters a cry resembling the syllables pi-ouit^ the last 
syllable of which is elongated during its descent. It descends 
wnth the wings closed, and in an oblique line to the earth, 
where it rests scarcely half a minute, and then rises again. 
It sings in tlie morning, in the evening at sun-set, and for 
most part of the night. 

The Rcd‘backed Lark chiefly delights in plains abounding 
with bushes. It perches readily on these, and even on the 
trees which are at the edges of woods. Its song is agreeable. 

The Alpine Lark ( Al. Alpestris) inhabits the most northern 
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portions of the two continents. In the last days of summer, 
however, these birds quit the Frozen Zone, and advance in 
numerous flights towards the south. In America they do not 
pass the Carolinas ; and in Europe, Russia appears to be the 
usual limit of their voyage, though some have been caught in 
the neighbourhood of Dantzic, in Germany, and even in 
Lorraine, but very few in number. In both quarters of the 
globe these larks, whose flesh is wholesome food, though 
without flavour, like that of most American birds, (|uit their 
winter retreat in the early days of spring, to withdraw into 
the countries which are nearest to the Pole, where, in perfect 
security from the aggressions of man, they may deliver them- 
selves without disturbance to the education of their young 
families. 

The Calandre is larger than the common lark, but 
yet has many points of resemblance to it, not only in 
conformation and colour, but also in habits and manners. Its 
voice is equally agreeable, but stronger ; it possesses a 
similar levity of motion and disposition ; it nestles in the 
same manner on the ground, under a clump of tufted grass, 
and lays four or five eggs. It has a similar facility of coun- 
terfeiting perfectly the song of many birds, and the cries of 
some quadrupeds, but its species is less numerous. It is 
found in the south of France, particularly in Provence, where 
it is common, and generally reared on account of its song ; it 
is also found in Italy and the island of Sardinia, where it 
passes the entire year. 

The calandres are not observed to congregate in flocks, 
but usually remain single ; in autumn they grow very fat, 
and are then good eating ; they are taken in nets, laid near 
the waters where they are accustomed to think. 

For the purpose of rearing them in captivity, they must be 
taken young, either on leaving the nest, or before the first 
moulting. Paste, partly composed of sheep’s heart, must be 
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first given to them ; then they may have grain, or crumbs of 
bread. There must be kept in their cage some rubbish or 
plaster, on wliich they can whet their bill, and fine sand, in 
whicli tliey may powder themselves at their ease. Their 
wings should be tied, in the first instance, or their cage 
covered with cloth ; for they are very wild, and may kill 
themselves in attempting to soar upwards. When these 
birds are accustomed to captivity, they will continually 
repeat their own strains, and those which they have learned 
to imitate, and which they easily retain. 

There is nothing worthy of remark in the great-hilled lark^ 
except, as M. Levaillant assures us, that it never sings, or 
soars upwards : its eggs are fewer in number, of a greenish 
gray picked with red. 

The Sirli is remarkable for its long and arched beak, and 
therefore, as we have seen in the text, constitutes a separate 
subdivision ; in all other points it is a perfect lark. It is 
found in the southern parts of Africa, and even in Barbary, 
usually inhabiting the sandy downs ; froin its peculiar song, 
which it generally puts forth from some little eminence, its 
name is derived. 

The doublc-crestcd Lark ( Al, Biloplia ) oi Temminck, of 
which we have inserted the figure, is distinguished chiefly by 
the double crest, from which its name is derived. Of its 
habits we know nothing. 

The majority (jf the titmice, particularly those which 
frequent woods, thickets, and orchards, are courageous, 
and even ferocious ; they will attack the owl with greater 
boldness than any other bird, being always foremost in 
darting on him, and trying to ]nck out his eyes. They 
express their little rage and fury by the swelling of their 
plumes, by violent attitudes, and precipitate motions ; they 
peck sharply the hand which holds them, strike it repeat- 
edly with the bill, and seem by their cries to call others 
to their assistance, which usually attracts them in crowds, 
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and produces abundant sport to the fowler, for a single 
individual can take them all. There are many traits of 
conformity in their manners and disposition with those of the 
crows, shrikes, and pies; they havje the same appetite for 
flesh, and the same custom of tearing their food in pieces 
to eat it. 

These birds being of a lively and active character, are 
incessantly in motion ; they are continually fluttering from 
tree to tree, hopping from branch to branch, climbing up the 
trunk, crooking themselves to walls, and suspending them- 
selves in all fashions, sometimes with the head downwards. 
Though fierce, they are social, seek out the company of their 
own species, and form little flocks, more or less numerous ; 
and if any accident should separate them, they rccal each 
other mutually, and are soon reunited. They then seek their 
food in common, visit the clefts of rocks and walls, and tear 
witli their bills the lichens and the moss of trees, to find insects 
or their eggs. They also feed on seeds ; but though in many 
species the bill is strong enough, they do not break tlieni, like 
the bullfinches and linnets ; they place them under their claws, 
and pierce them with their bills, like the nuthatches, with 
which they are sometimes st'en to associate during the winter. 
If a nut be suspended at the end of a string, they will hook 
themselves to it, and follow all its oscillations without letting 
go, and keep incessantly picking at it. Such manoeuvres 
indicate much strength in the muscles ; it has accordingly 
been observed that the bill is moved by very robust and 
vigorous muscles and ligaments, as w ell as the neck, and that 
the cranium is remarkably thick. They will eat not only 
grains, but insects, as above hinted, and butterfly-eggs, and 
peck the growing buds. The largest species (the great 
titmouse) joins to its other aliments bees, and even little 
birds, if it finds them enf*eebled by illness, or entangled in 
snares, but it usually eats only the head. 

Almost all the species of titmice are very productive, even 
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more so than any other birds, in proportion to their size; 
their brood is said sometimes to consist of eighteen or twenty 
eggs. Some make their nests in the trunks of trees, others 
on shrubs, and give it the form of a ball, of a volume greatly 
disproportioned to their size ; some suspend it at the end of 
a branch, in reeds or rushes. The materials which they 
employ are small plants, little roots, moss, flax, cattle hair, 
wool, the down of plants, cotton, and feathers ; they tend their 
numerous family with the most indefatigable zeal and acti- 
vity, are very much attached to it, and defend it with courage 
against the birds which attack it. They rush on the enemy 
with such intrepidity as to force him to respect their weakness. 

The titmice are extended over the old continent, from the 
north to the south of Europe, through Africa, India, and 
China : they are also found in North America, but are as 
yet unknown in the southern part of that continent. Within 
a few years, several have been discovered in New Holland. 

Among the titmice, those which are most easily caught in 
snares, &c. are the great, the black, and blue-headed species ; 
the crested, the long-tailed, the bearded, and the penduline 
are not so easily managed. There are plenty of modes 
employed, with success, for the destruction of these little 
birds, the details of which would involve but little interest 
for our readers. Those who keep bees are very sufficiently 
justified, however, in destroying the titmice, as the latter 
wage a very cruel war upon these useful insects, parti- 
cularly when they have young ones. 

The Great Titmouse^ the largest of the European species, is 
spread throughout the old continent, from Denmark and 
Sweden, to Africa. In France it is seen in all seasons, but 
is far most numerous in autumn ; as at that season those 
which, during the summer, inhabited the lofty mountains, 
descend into the plains to seek a more abundant food. At 
this period, too, the majority of those from the north with- 
draw into more temperate climates. 
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The great titmouse, like its congeners, is lively, petulant, 
and continually in motion ; it clears the buds, &c. of the little 
worms which harbour in them ; destroys the eggs of butter- 
flies, and feeds on caterpillars ; it searches out, under mosses 
and lichens, the larvoe and small insects concealed there. 
Such are the services which this bird renders us ; but on the 
other hand, it destroys an immense number of bees, more 
especially when it is rearing its young ones. From this 
circumstance it has acquired, in some provinces of France, 
the name of croque abeilles. 

This species delights in large woods and thickets, in 
coppices and orchards ; it is also found on lofty mountains, 
in extensive plains, on arid soils, and in verdant meadows — in 
short, wherever it can procure a suitable aliment. Besides 
insects, it lives on various grains, on hemp-seed, and even 
nuts and almonds ; the latter it places between its little 
claws, pierces them with its bill, and very dexterously extracts 
the substance. It also attacks small birds, when sick, or 
entangled, not sparing even its own species under such circum- 
stances ; and, opening the cranium with its bill, it picks out 
the brain. It must not, therefore, when kept in caj)tivity, 
be placed in an aviary with other birds, for it will incessantly 
pursue and kill them ; even among its own species combats 
will take place, and some individuals be devoured by others. 
If a great titmouse be for some time alone, it will not suffer 
others to partake of its domicile ; it will precipitate itself 
on the new-comers, and employ all the resources of its address 
and courage to give them the law. If they do not submit, 
it either falls itself or kills them, and feeds on the brain : 
these birds, however, do not become so cruel and voracious 
except when in want of food. 

Notwithstanding all this, the titmouse soon grows familiar 
with its prison, and may be tamed to such a degree, as to 
come and eat out of the hand. It learns wullingly all those 
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little exercises that are taught to the goldfinch, such as 
rowing, drawing water, &c. and does not exhibit less address 
and docility. If it be desired to preserve these birds, they 
should not rec*eive their seed without being bruised, for the 
labour of crushing it always makes them grow thin, and often 
brings on death, or, at least, blindness. They are not nice 
in their food, and will easily accommodate themselves to any 
thing. A paste, composed of hashed meat, crumbs of bread, 
and pounded hempseed, suits them very well. Suet may be 
added to this, of which they are so verv fond, that it is used 
as a bait in the various snares which are laid for them. 

Though so fierce in disposition, the great titmice are 
attached to the society of their consimilars. In autumn they 
migrate in little flocks, more or less numerous. A flock is 
usually composed of the individuals of the same family. 
They begin to }^air from the month of January, and as soon 
as each has chosen his companion, the couples isolate them- 
selves. This union appears indissoluble*, for the male and 
female do not quit each otlier during life. The male is heard 
to sing during the fine days in autumn, but never puts forth 
the full compass of liis voice but in spring. Independently 
of his song, he has two peculiar cries ; one, from some fancied 
resemblance to the grinding of a file or bolt, has gained him 
the name of scrriirier, in some parts of France. 

Frf)m the earliest days of March, this bird fixes its nest in 
the hollow^ of some tree, but seldom in a wall. The male and 
female work together at its construction, and com])ose it of 
soft and pliant materials. They particularly employ plenty 
of feathers. The eggs are from nine to fourteen in number, 
white, and sj)otted with clear reddish, esj)ecially towards the 
thick end. The male partakes the incubation, which lasts 
twelve days. The little ones, when disclosed, remain longer 
with the eyes shut than other birds, opening them when the 
feathers begin to point, and about fifteen days afterbirth they 
quit the nest. All do not abandon their cradle, however, at 
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the same time, for when the broods are numerous, it is not 
rare to see some only covered with down, while others are 
ready to fly away. This depends on the number of eggs. 
Buffbn says, that, once departed from the nest, they never 
re-enter it ; but this remark will not admit of generalization, 
for this species, like some others of the genus, usually sleep in 
the hollows of trees, and thus shelter themselves from cold 
during the long nights of winter. This habit is so natural to 
them, that when caged, something like a dove-cote is placed 
for them to sleep in, totally closed, where they will all go, if 
it be sufficiently spacious. They seem to fear that their 
retreat should be discovered, for previously to entering, they 
look rf)und on all sides, and then pop in quickly. When they 
have made choice of a hole, they return there every evening. 
Once entered, it is difficult to force them out, even by the 
introduction of a small stick ; and they can hardly be seized, 
but with the aid of a little harpoon. Still, they may be 
made to fly out quickly, by striking against the trunk of the 
tree, and this is often a certain means of discovering the 
nest. 

If they are disturbed with a little stick, these titmice send 
forth a liissing sound, not very unlike that of a serpent. The 
young which issue first from the nest, remain under the 
neighbouring trees, calling to each other incessantly, a habit 
which they never lose at any age. Tliis exposes them to the 
hunter ; for, with one titmouse, as a decoy, numbers may be 
taken. It is not certain that they have more than two broods 
in the year, though young ones are sometimes found in the 
nest even at the end of June. It would appear, that if they 
have more, some disturbance has occurred to the first : but 
then the eggs are always less numerous. 

This titmouse arrives to perfection in a very short time. 
In less than six months, it has arrived to its full growth, and 
can reproduce. This rapid development argues a short life. 
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and the duration of that of 'the great titmouse is only five or 
six years. Gout, and defluxions from the eyes, are the infir- 
mities which mark its decline. 

The flesh of this bird is eatable, but not particularly good, 
and is seldom if ever fat. Empirics have attributed to it 
certain medicinal properties, such as anti-epileptic, diuretic, 
and remedial in calculous disorders. It is dried for these 
purposes, reduced to powder, and administered in doses of 
a scruple to a dram, in white wine, or some diuretic medium. 
But this appears to be without foundation. 

The Cole Titmouse ( Parus Ater ) nestles, according to 
Clever, under the roots of some elevated tree, or in a hole, 
which some mole has abandoned, and sometimes in a hollow 
tree or hole in the wall. It lays six or eight white eggs, 
s}X)tted with points of a dusky hue, like the colour of musk. 
Tile male and female are alike. It is common on the continent 
of Europe, even as far north as Russia, and migrates south- 
ward in autumn. Appellants of its owm sjiecies are necessary 
to draw' it into snares. Forests of fir-trees and woods of 
ever-greens are its favourite abodes. In the after-season, it 
frequents orchards and gardens, especially the latter, when 
turnsols are found there, in the seed of which it much de- 
lights. It climbs and runs on trees like the rest of its con- 
geners, and will suffer itself to he a])proached very near. It 
is ecpially courageous with the other titmice ; hut either less 
subtle or more bold, for it gives into all kinds of snares ; and 
even those which have been caught, and escaped several 
times, may be taken again in the same way. 

The Marsh Titmouse ( P. Palustris ), delights not only in 
woods, but frequents orchards. It is common in England, 
and found in moist situations, chiefly where old willows 
abound. It makes its nest in a decayed tree, and composes 
it of moss and feathers, thistle-dowm, and sometimes a little 
wool. The eggs are five or six, white, marked with red. 
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Some individuals migrate, while others are sedentary. The 
migration takes place in September or October; and then 
these birds are observed in considerable numbers. They 
readily approach habitations, and frequent gardens. They 
live on hempseed occasionally, and even make a provision of 
it ; but not being able to break it, they pierce it with the 
bill. They make war on wasps, bees, caterpillars, and other 
insects ; easily give into snares, but do not live long in a 
state of captivity. 

This species, extended throughout Europe, is more common 
in the north. 

The Hhic Titmouse is, of all the species, the most known 
and the most common. It is spread throughout all Europe ; 
and is met with on the coast of Africa, and in the Canary 
Islands, with son\e little variation of plumage. 

Like all the rest of its tribe, this titmouse has a bright and 
dark side in its character. It is inseful in destroying an im- 
mense number of caterpillars and insects" eggs, especially of 
tliose insects which attack fruits. It is, however, injurious 
in our orchards and garden.s, by biting the tender buds. It 
will even detach the fruit already formed, and carry it off*. 
It has tlie same relish for flesh as its other congeners; and it 
bites so exactly that of the little birds it can seize, that Klein 
proposes to employ it in the preparation of skeletons. It 
also likes hempseed, which it cracks, like the great tit- 
mouse. It has been observed to exhibit more audacity than 
the latter, and to attack the owl with greater bitterness. But 
it is also more easily taken. 

The usual dormitory of the blue titmouse is a hollow tree, 
or a hole in the wall ; but it appears more careful than the 
other titmice in the choice of its abode. It is generally in a 
warmer situation in w inter, and more elevated and difficult of 
access in the summer. It has a very singular habit when 
encaged ; if deprived of a place where it can conceal itself. 
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it will pass the night hooked by the claws to the ceiling of its 
prison. It even delights to perform this manoeuvre during 
the day-time. It makes its nest in the trunk of a tree, and 
uses abundance of feathers in the composition of it. It there 
de]X)sits a great number of eggs, some say, from ten to two- 
and-twenty, while others make them only from six to ten. 
These eggs are white, according to some naturalists ; but M. 
Meyer says they are of a reddish white, spotted and marked 
with red and bro^\Tl. The great quantity of eggs, indicates 
that the bird has but one bnxjd during the year, unless dis- 
turbed, and the second is then always less numerous. It is 
very easy to make the female renounce the care of her eggs, 
even when the young are actually formed. It is sufficient to 
touch or break a single one. But from the moment the 
young are disclosed, she manifests the greatest attachment to 
them, and the greatest courage in tlieir defence. When these 
titmice are disturbed in tlieir hole, they make an unpleasant 
grinding noise. They ha\e also several other cries, either of 
appeal or terror, and a simple sort of song, without much 
variety, which is never heard but in spring. As soon as the 
young family can fly, they join with tlie parents, and quit the 
v^oods, where they have sojourned during the summer, and 
spread themselves through orchards and gardens, and fre- 
(juently voyage in company with the great titmouse. The 
blue titmice, however, remain a longer time assembled to- 
gether than the others. But from the month of January they 
are never seen but in couples. Those which are taken adult 
do not refuse the food wdiicli is offered them, and even grow 
familiar with their prison, if it be sufficiently large, and 
little holes be left where they can conceal themselves at 
pleasure, and pass the night. But they almost always perish 
at the end of winter. 

The Long-tailed Titmouse ( Tarns Caudatus ) rarely ejuits 
the woods during summer, but in winter approaches habita- 
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tions, gardens, and orchards. These titmice also sojourn 
at times in marshy places, from which some have called them 
reed titmice^ a name little suitable to them, as they retire to 
woods, and even to those situated on mountains, for the pur- 
pose of reproduction. These little birds are very lively and 
mobile, and great enemies to repose. They hop from bush 
to bush, and from tree to tree, traverse all the branches with 
an astonishing promptness, and fasten by the claws to the 
extremity of the weakest boughs. They seldom quit each 
other, and have a rallying cry, like at the sound 

of which they fly to their companions, and disappear with a 
guickey^ sent forth by the chief when the band is troubled. 
These birds live in families from the time they leave the nest 
until spring ; then each makes choice of a companion, retires 
into the thickest woods; and both are immediately occupied 
in constructing a cradle for the new and numerous progeny. 
Some of them suspend their nest to the branches ; but they 
usually attach it, solidly, to the boughs of shrubs about 
three or four feet from the ground ; give it an oval and 
almost cylindrical form, close it above, place an entrance, an 
inch in diameter, on the side, and sometimes two issues, which 
corresjx)nd. This nest is almost eight inches high, and four 
inches broad. Its texture is close, its exterior composed of 
blades of grass, moss, and lichens ; and its interior furnished 
with a great quantity of feathers. The eggs, from ten to 
twenty, arc hardly perceptible at the first look, so well are 
they concealed in the heap of feathers at the bottom of the 
nest. Their colour is gray, more clear towards tlie gross 
end, which is surrounded with a reddish zone. The father 
and mother feed the young with those aliments on which they 
live themselves, as caterpillars, gnats, insects of various 
kinds ; sometimes small seeds, or morsels of the buds of 
trees, which they cut off adroitly and merrily. As soon as 
the young can quit the nest, the whole family, with the 
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parents, form those flocks of from ten to twenty which are 
observed from the end of summer, and after the winter, 
flying, and uttering their shrill calls of appeal. Each family 
lives isolated, and do not unite with others. They emigrate, 
but only to short distances ; where, during the inclement 
season, they may find more food, and better shelter. This 
titmouse has, besides its habitual cry, a tolerably pleasant 
song. They are very seldom caught, whether from their 
distrustful character, or our ignorance of the proper bait to 
employ — ^but the flesh is by no means a “ bonne honche.'’'' 

This is an European species, and is even found in Siberia. 

The Bearded Titmouse ( P. Biarmicus ) is found in con- 
siderable numbers in Holland, and is frequent enough here, 
in marshes where reeds abound, the seeds of which serve it 
as food. It also lives on small insects, and, in default of 
them, on water snails, which it swallows entire with their 
shells. 

The biarmicus appears to have few or none of the Jiabits 
of its congeners. It runs through the reeds at the edge of 
the water like a wagtail Its crop has been found filled witli 
tliose little shell animals above-mentioned. 

Latham regards this bird as indigenous to Great Britain, 
for it is seen here all the year round. The nest is made of 
.soft and downy materials, and it is suspended between three 
reeds, which the birds have the dexterity to draw together. 
It is rather of a close texture, and composed of the tops of 
dry grass, mixed with reeds and rushes, and interspersed 
with small leaves. The eggs are four or five, of a reddish 
white, spotted with brown. If we may judge of this bird 
when at liberty from its behaviour in captivity, we should 
say that its manners are more mild and social than those of 
the other titmice. The male and female show much attach- 
ment for each other, and will even extend their cares to 
young canary-birds. It is even said, that when these birds 
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repose, the male will cover his companion with his wings. 
Such a disposition, joined to some generic differences, seems to 
separate them from the other titmice. The latter, it is true, 
if we may judge from their frequent cries of appeal when 
dispersed, seem attached to the society of their fellows. 
They appear, however, to fear approaching each other too 
nearly ; judging of the disposition of others by their own, 
they are cautious and distrustful — such, indeed, is the usual 
spirit of associations among the mischievous and wicked of 
all species. 

The bearded titmice are found in Denmark and Sweden, 
but rarely. They are common in the neighbourhood of the 
Caspian Sea, and the Palus Mseotis, where they inhabit the 
reeds. But they are not found in the more elevated latitudes 
of Asia. 

The Pendaline Titmouse^ sometimes called the Remiz^ is 
found in Poland, Italy, Siberia, and the south of France. 
It frequents aquatic situations, suspends its nest to the 
extremity of a flexible branch, hanging above the water, 
attaching it >vith hemp, flax, or some material capable of 
sustaining it in the air. It gives it the form of a purse, of a 
sack, or bag-pipe. It makes an opening on the side, usually 
on that which is turned towards the water. This nest is 
composed of the down of willow-flowers, of poplar, &c. It 
is interlaced with small roots, and forms a close tissue 
almost as substantial as pasteboard. A bed of the same 
down, but finer, furnishes the inside. The eggs are four or 
five, snow-white, and about the size of those of tiie TVTen. 
The female has two broods in the year. It is pretended that 
this titmouse is so cunning, that it cannot be taken in any 
snare. 

The Buntings (Emheriza as we have seen, are distin- 
guished from other passerine birds, principally by tlieir 
conical, short, and straight bill, and by the addition of a 
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knob in the roof of the upper mandible, which is made use of 
by the bird as an anvil on which to break and comminute 
its food. This apparatus is sufficient to lead the observing 
naturalist per saltern^ as it were, to the conclusion that this 
genus of birds must be granivorous. It is true, indeed, tliat 
very many birds are enabled to crack and open nuts and hard 
seeds, without the aid of that extra provision with which the 
buntings are furnished : and this is one of the countless 
instances which might be adduced to display the various 
means employed by Nature to attain one and the same end. 
How different, for instance, are the means by which the 
several classes of animals attain the common object of loco- 
motion, and how various are the modifications of those means 
in the respective genera. The buntings, however, do not feed 
exclusively on vegetable matter ; like most of their order, 
they subsist also partially on insects and worms. 

The Yellotv Bimfhig (E^ Citrinella), This common spe- 
cies, in our o^vn country, is known to ^very one under the 
name of the Yellow-hammer. The yellow on the crown of 
the head is sometimes replaced by olive-green : and this, as 
well as other occasional deviations from the ordinary gamboge 
yellow of this bird, would in all probability have induced the 
erroneous multiplication of species, had the yellow bunting 
and its incidents been less universally known. 

I'his bird builds in a careless manner, on the ground, or 
towards the bottom of a small bush. The exterior of the 
nest consists of straw, moss, dried leaves, and stalks ; and 
within is a little wool. Notwithstanding the carelessness of 
its nidification, however, few birds display stronger attach- 
ment to the young and to their eggs, than this ; so much so, 
as to be not unfrequently taken by the hand, on the nest, 
rather than abandon its offspring in time to save itself. The 
eggs are in general about five in number, and are whitish, 
with red streaks. 



ORDER PASSERES. 


225 


This bird seems common to almost the whole of Europe, 
though Dr. Flemming excludes it from Orkney. In spring 
and summer, it is found in the hedges and borders of copses, 
rarely penetrating far in woods ; and in autumn, they may 
be observed passing in small flocks toward the south. 

The Foolish Bunting frequents the warmer situations of 
Europe, and lives solitarily in mountainous districts. It is 
said to have gained, deservedly, its epithet, from the ease with 
which it falls into every kind of snare. 

The Cirl Bunting may be considered a British species, as 
it is not uncommon in company with the yellow bunting and 
the chaflinch on the southern coast of Devonshire. A straggler 
has, indeed, been killed in Scotland. 

The Reed Bunting (E. Sehccniculus ) is about the size of 
the yellow bunting, and is common in this country. It con- 
structs its nest in grass or furze, near the ground, and has 
been said to attach it to three or four reeds above the water, 
whence its name. The eggs are four or five in number, 
bluish wliite, spotted, and varied with brown. I have now 
and then,’’’ says Dr. Latham, seen this bird in tlieliedges, or 
the high roads ; but the chief resort is near the water ; and 
that it, among otlier things, feeds on the seeds of the reed, is 
clear, as I have found them in the stomach.^’’ Though not 
uncommon, they are not found in large flocks. Though this 
species is said to be the best songster of the genus, its musical 
pretensions seem by no means to be boasted of. It is peren- 
nial in this country, though said to migrate in other parts of 
Europe. 

The Common Bunting ( E. Miliaria ). This species is 
rather larger than the yellow bunting, and is much less 
common here. While in France, they are merely occasional 
residents, and arrive there in the spring, from the soutli, 
shortly after the swallows, and quit that country again in the 
beginning of autumn, they are found here during the 
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whole year, and congregate in winter in large flgqks, when 
they are frequently caught in numbers, and sold under 
tlie name of bunting larks, ebbs, or corn bunting. They 
nestle on or near the ground, have four dirty-white eggs, 
spotted and streaked with brown ; and the young have a 
reddish tinge. 

During incubation, the male is generally found perched on 
a brsuich not far distant from his mate, constantly uttering a 
tremulous kind of shriek, several times repeated, with short 
intervals. Their unavailing anxiety to protect their eggs and 
young, frequently leads to the spot where they are deposited, 
which the simple birds are so unwilling to forsake, and, in 
their anxiety, so easily betray. 

The Ortolan Bunting {E, Hortulana) is never known to 
visit this country. This bird, whose flesh is very highly 
esteemed, and which is consequently much sought after, 
appears to be confined to the southern parts of ICurope, where 
it is found at all seasons. All the individuals of tlie species 
are not, however, confined to one locality the whole year ; 
for a few of them quit the south in the spring, and visit for a 
time the intermediate latitudes of Europe. Even these, 
however, do not breed in all the countries they visit, as their 
nests are said to be found only in Germany, and Lorraine and 
Burgundy, in France. It is commonly near the stem of the 
vines that they build their ill-constructed nest, in which the 
female deposits four or five eggs. In Lorraine, they are 
said to build in the com fields. 

When these birds first arrive in France, they are far from 
fat ; but human ingenuity soon makes them fit for the table : 
they are fatted by inclosing a number of them in a dark 
chamber, in which is placed a lanthorn, surrounded plenti- 
fully with oats and millet. The darkness seems to have the 
effect of confining the whole attention of the birds to their 
favourite food, thus placed within view ; and it is said they 
will thus die of suffocation from their own fat, if left entirely 
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to themselves. Another mode is^ by confining th6m in cages, 
which admit a little light only to the box containing the food. 
In this state, the ortolan bunting is said to be one of the most 
exquisite morsels known for the table. 

Of the Commanding Bunting ( Emh, Gubematrioc ) we in- 
sert a figure (male) from the ‘‘Planches Coloriees” of 
M. Temminck. A description of it will be seen in the text. 
Its habits are unknown. 

Among the buntings, distinguished by an elongated claw 
to the thumb (Plectrophanes, Meyer), we shall notice only 
the snow huntings as it is found in the northern parts of 
Great Britain, and is called in Scotland the snow fiake. 
These birds appear there in large flocks, at the commence- 
ment of frost, and are feared by many as the harbingers of 
hard weather ; they are about the size of the chaffinch, black 
above, with a white rump, crown, and forehead. They nestle 
in holes in rocks, and produce five white eggs, with dusky 
spots. 

They are found in all the northern latitudes, as high as 
navigators have penetrated ; nor is it at all apparent by 
what means they find food in these inhospitable regions. 
The higher the degree of latitude in which they are found, 
the whiter, as it appears, becomes their plumage ; this ten- 
dency, which we have had frequent occasion to notice, among 
the mammalia, as well as in the present class, has led to the 
conclusion that there are many varieties of this species. It 
breeds in Greenland, visits this country in harvest, and 
retires in spring. As the winter advances, it approaches the 
corn-yards, and feeds with the sparrows and finches. In 
Zetland it is called oat-fowl, from the preference which it 
gives to that kind of grain. 

We now come to the extensive genus of the Feingill^, all 
of which agree in the following characters : — 

The bill is less thick than the head, straight-edged, conical, 
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and pointed. The upper mandible covers the edges of the 
lower, is straight, seldom ever inclined towards the end ; the 
palate is hollow, and longitudinally striated ; the nostrils are 
round, covered entirely or partially with feathers, very short, 
and directed forwards. The tongue is thick, rounded, com- 
pressed at the point, and bifid ; the toes are four in number, 
three in front, one behind ; the external ones are united at 
the base, the internal free. The four first remiges are nearly 
equal with each other, and are the longest of all. 

An immense number of birds, as may be seen by our 
tabular view, are united together under this division, because 
they present a common analogy in the form of the bill. All 
these birds strip the grains or seeds on which they feed of 
their pericarpe, previous to swallowing them. They have a 
crop, in which the food is macerated before it passes into the 
gizzard, and all, with the exception of one, the widoxo-hlrd 
( Emberiza longicanda are monogamous ; but their mode of 
life, instincts, and manners, not being the same in all, have 
given rise to a natural division into small families. 

The species which live between the tropics and the neigh- 
bouring regions are sedentary, while among those of the 
temperate and frozen zones some abandon their native coun- 
try on the approach of winter, to seek in more southern 
climates the food of which the inclement season has depri^^ed 
them in their own. Some, at this period, only quit their 
mountains to descend into the plains, and remove for a 
greater or less distance from their summer domicile, accord- 
ing to the greater or less severity of the winter. Some of 
our finches move still farther south, to give place to others of 
their own species which come from the north, to pass with us 
the winter season. The linnets, goldfinches, and sparrows 
proper never quit us. 

Although all these birds are granivorous, there are some 
among them which also eat insects ; such are the sparrows, 
finches, &c. ; but, generally speaking, they only use them 
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to feed their young : and when the bill of the latter is grown 
sufficiently strong to bruise the grain, they no longer 
show a preference for the insectivorous regimen. Gold- 
finches, linnets, and canaries do not appear ever to touch 
insects ; neither do the bullfinch and greenfinch ; they feed 
their young with the tender seeds of anagallis, groundsil, 
and other precocious plants. Those which are purely grani- 
vorous always feed the young from their own crop, when the 
food is macerated ; but the entomophagous kinds carry the 
insect in the bill, or at the entrance of the oesophagus, to 
their little ones. 

The species belonging to temperate and polar regions have 
but one season of reproduction in the year *, but those of the 
torrid zone have many ; some nestle in bushes, others on 
trees, and many of the last give to their nests a very elegant 
form. The house and hedge sparrows construct their nests 
rudely, in the holes of walls and trees. The fringillae have 
rarely but a single brood, having often two, and sometimes 
even three or four, according to the length of the fine season 
in the countries which they inhabit. All these birds, with the 
exception of house and hedge sparrows and some foreign 
species, have a song more or less agreeable, and, in certain of 
them, it is scarcely inferior to that of the nightingale itself ; 
they all are easily accustomed* to a state of captivity, and 
many of them constitute a most attractive feature in aviaries. 

The Weavers (Ploceus), which, in the ^^Rcgfic AnimaF 
form the first subdivision of the fringilla?, are placed in a 
separate genus by M. Yieillot, and in the same family with 
the orioles. Their bill is robust, advancing on the forehead 
in the form of an acute angle ; it is longi-conical, convex 
above, a little compressed at the sides, entire, nearly straight, 
sharp, and sometimes a little gibbous. The lower mandible 
has its edges bent inwards ; the nostrils are oblong, and 
covered with a membrane ; the tongue is cartilaginous, and 
fringed at the point ; the wings have, in many species, a 



sso 


CLASS AVES. 


bastard quill, and the second and third remex are the longest 
of all. 

Most of these birds are found in Africa or the East-Indies. 
Their generic name is derived from the wonderful art with 
which they construct their nests, interlacing them with blades 
of grass; in which talent they resemble the divisions of cariros- 
tral birds distinguished by the names of cassiques, troupials, and 
carouges, whose place they appear to hold in the old continent. 

The Toucnam^ovrm^ or PhUippine-groshedk^ is one of 
the most remarkable of these birds, for the art with which it 
constructs its nest. It suspends it to the extremity of the 
branches by its upper part, composes it of small fibres of 
leaves, interlaced one with another, and gives it the form of a 
sack, swelled and rounded in the middle, the aperture of 
which is placed on one side ; to this aperture is fitted a long 
canal, composed of similar fibres, and turning towards the 
bottom of the nest, with an aperture underneath, so that the 
real entrance to the nest does not appear at all. 

The Baglafechf^ or Abyssinian grosbeak^ has been repre- 
sented as a variety of the last ; but it more probably constitutes 
a distinct species. It is a native of Abyssinia, and gives to its 
nest a different form from that of the toucnam-courvi, and dis- 
plays rather more industry in its precautions for sheltering its 
offspring from the humidity of the weather and the voracity of 
its enemies. It rolls its nest in a spiral form, not unlike the 
shell of the nautilus, suspends it to the extremity of some 
little branch, over a placid stream, and fixes the entrance in 
the lower part ; but the aperture is always on the eastern 
side, in opposition to the direction of the rain. 

The Cap-more ( Ploceus teiVtor Jy is a native of Senegal, 
and also of the kingdoms of Congo and Cacoucongo. Like 
most of the birds inhabiting these burning regions of Africa, 
its livery varies according to the season. In spring, for 
instance, its head is covered with a sort of capouche, of a 
reddish brown, which, in the after season, changes to a 
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yellow ; its song is peculiar, and very lively* Some of these 
birds, when seen alive in France, evinced a disposition to 
nestle, though unexcited by the presence of the fem^e ; they 
constructed nests with blades of grass or reeds, interlaced in 
the wirage of their cage. It is probable, that with care, and 
the production of a proper degree of warmth, they might be 
made to multiply, even in this climate. 

The Nelicourvi ( Ploceua Pensilis ) does not display less 
ingenuity and industry in the formation of its nest than the 
baglafecht, or Abyssinian grosbeak, and the toucnam-courvi ; 
it composes it of straws and reeds, interlaced with much 
dexterity, and suspends it to a flexible branch, on the edge 
of a rivulet ; it forms a pouch in the upper part, in which the 
eggs are deposited, and fits to this an elongated tunnel, 
leading downwards, at the end of which the entrance is 
situated. When the second brood takes place, the bird 
attaches a new nest to the former, and so on successively ; 
five or six hundred of these nests may be sometimes seen, thus 
suspended to a single tree. The female lays only three eggs. 

Ploceua Criatatus^ the Malimhic Tanager^ of Latham, 
inhabits Malimba, a country on the eastern coast of Africa, in 
the kingdom of Congo, where it was first observed by 
Perrein. These birds usually sojourn on trees bearing figs, 
which exactly resemble those of Europe, and place their 
nests on such of the branches as form a triangle. The nest 
is of a round form, with the aperture worked on the side ; 
the exterior is composed of fine plants, arranged ingeniously, 
and the interior is furnished with cotton. The eggs are 
from three to five, of a greyish colour, and the male and 
female partake of the incubation. It is in the months of 
October and November that these birds are found in Ma- 
limba; they remain on the fig-trees abovementioned only 
while they are loaded with fruit ; and when that disappears, 
the birds disappear also, and do not return till the following 
year. 
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The Worahee^ or BlacK-coUarcd Finch ^ also exhibits won- 
derful industry in the making of its nest, and great fore- 
sight to protect its young from rain, and from the attacks 
of little animals. The form of this nest, according to Buffon, 
is pyramidal. It is always suspended above the viato»^and 
at the extremity of a little branch. The aperture is on one 
of the faces of the pyramid, and usually turUed towiprdd the 
east. The cavity of this pyramid is separated into two parts 
by a partition, thus forming, as it were, two chai^lbers. The 
first, in which is the entrance to the nest, is a sort of vesti- 
bule, where the bird first introduces itself. Then hfe climbs 
up the intermediate j)artition, and descends down to the bot- 
tom of the second chamber, where the eggs are deposited. 
This species is a native of Senegal and Abyssinia. 

Of the Teoctor Alecto^ described p. 133 of the present 
volume, the opposite is a figure from M. Temminck. It is a 
recently discovered species, of whose habits we are wholly 
ignorant. 

The Sociable Grosbeak is left by M. Vieillot in the genus 
Coccothraustes, although he confesses that its proper place 
is here. These birds are found in India, and the interior of 
the ('ape. They unite in numerous flocks, often to the 
number of eight hundred or a thousand ; select a large 
mimosa, or an aloe-tree, to establish their habitation in, at 
which they work in concert. They construct it with reeds 
and other fibrous ])lants tissued together. This habitation is 
divided into compartments, or small cells, and has many 
issues irregularly placed, or rather it is composed of as many 
nests as there are couples, about two or three inches distant 
from each other. Kach year the total mass augments with 
the number of new couples, until the tree can sustain no 
more. The plants which they employ are termed by the 
Cape Colonists, Boos hmances-gr ass. As the wings and feet 
of insects are found in these nests, it would appear that this 
bird uses food of this kind. These grosbeaks live in peace 
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and concord, without tumult or quarrel. But in the small 
parrots, which are also republicans, they find dangerous 
enemies, who sometimes chase them from their dwelling, and 
take possession of it for themselves. These collections of 
nests are very numerous, and are found in retired places, 
sheltered from high winds, and at the back of mountains. 

The Surinam Crow^ as it has been called, is placed by 
M. Vieillot in his genus Quiscalus^ of the corvine family. 
When the male is in his perfect plumage, he presents to the 
eye all the colours of the prism in their utmost splendour. 
The richest and most brilliant reflections of blue, purple, 
violet, green, and gold, play upon a ground of velvet black. 
In the female and the young, the colours are, according to 
the usual law of nature in the feathered tribes, of a duller 
cast in general. 

These birds in their mode of life have some analogy with 
our own rooks. Like these, they delight all the year round 
in the society of their fellows. They fix their nests on trees, 
particularly pines, near each other. Sometimes fifteen or 
twenty may be seen on the same tree. The exterior of the 
nest is composed of stalks and roots of a species of plant full 
of knots, cemented together with clay. The interior is com- 
posed of a very fine kind of rush, and horse-hair. The eggs 
are five or six, of a bluish olive, sown with broad spots and 
stripes, some black or sombre brown, others of a weaker 
tint. 

These birds are seen at times in the interior of woods ; but 
they usually remain on the borders, from which they spread 
into saline marshes, meadows, cultivated grounds, and rural 
habitations, to seek their food, which consists of worms, 
insects, berries, and grains. Being of a very social dispo- 
sition, as has been already mentioned, they remain the whole 
year in flocks, which are sometimes so numerous as to obscure 
the entire atmosphere. They inhabit the New World from 
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the Antilles to Hudson's Bay ; but on the approach of frost 
tliey quit the northern climates. They are often seen, like 
our ])ies and crows, in the train of the plough, to collect the 

onus and larvae turned up by the share. 

"I'hey are heard to sing only in the spring season. Their 
song is sonorous, and not destitute of melody, though of a 
melancholy cast. Of all the migrating birds of North 
America, they are the last to quit tlie central parts of the 
United States. Their departure takes ])lace in the month of 
November. It would seem as if they did not remove to any 
great distance, as they re-appear in the month of February. 
They then frequent the saline marshes, and feed on the grains 
of the Zixania-aquatica ; and in the month of March they 
retire into coppices and orchards bordering on rural habita- 
tions. They are often seen feeding at this time in the front 
of barns, and even come to the doors of houses, to partake of 
tlie food distributc'd to the poultry. 

lUhen the Kuropeans first establislied themselves in North 
America, these birds, and some of the Xanthorni, committed 
>ucli ravages in the corn-fields, that a price was set upon 
their heads. Tliey were easily exterminated, for they are 
not distrustful ; and the more numerous they are, the more 
easilv do they suffer themselves to he ay^proached. But, 
from their nearly total destruction, an evil resulted which 
was not foreseen. I'he corn and yiastures were devoured hy 
worms and insects ; this forced the settlers to spare the birds, 
that they might remove the otlier scourge. The damage 
which they still do, being less ayqiarent, as the country is 
more cultivated, and their flesh being hard and dry, they are 
seldom hunted at present, excejH for the purposes of amuse- 
ment. 

We now come to the Sparrows, proy:>erly so called. 

It cannot be deemed necessary for our yiuryx)ses to write a 
description of a bird so common among us as the House 
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Sparrow — a bird which the citizen lodges within his walls, 
under the roofs of his houses, which he meets at every step 
in his daily walks, which abounds equally throughout the 
country, which partakes freely of the grain distributed to the 
domestic fowls, and, in fine, a bird which the agriculturist 
has marked as one of his most active and persevering enemies. 
At the same time it may be noticed, that naturalists are 
often too careless, and even utterly negligent, in describing 
those objects whicli are familiar to themselves, and to their 
countrymen, without remembering that the objects most 
common among ourselves, are frequently strangers to another 
climate. The natural historian should generalize his views 
in proportion as he hopes that his writings shall be extended, 
and render the latter suitable to every age and every country. 
But as our pretensions are of a far humbler kind, and as the 
text itself generally furnishes sufficient indications of external 
description for all useful ends, we shall hold ourselves dis- 
pensed from all such minute details — details that, after all, 
are rarely consulted, and still more rarely supportable. 

l^he large head, thick and short bill, and animated eves of 
the sparrow, give to its f)hysiognomy a characteristic of 
something like imjmdence, if we may with propriety apply 
to any lower animal those moral j)eculiarities which are 
the result of spontaneous volition in free and responsible 
agents. From the shortness of the neck, the bulk of the body 
in proportion to its length, and which bulk is a])parently in- 
creased by the moderate breadth of the tail, there is nothinir 
of lightness or elegance in the form of this bird. Its mo- 
tions, too, althougli precipitate, are (juite destitute of grace. 
Its monotonous and incessantly-repeated cry, is fatiguing 
to the ear, and ])ursues us perpetually around our houses, 
and in our gardens. 

This species would seem, in a very extraordinary manner, 
to liave changed its character, and lost its originally wild 
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nature. It has become almost domestic, and lives, as it 
were, entirely in the society of man. The sparrows are 
very troublesome lodgers, and importunate guests : impu- 
dent parasites, in fact, which will share with us, whether 
we will or no, our grains, our fruits, and our habitations. 
What could have been the situation of these birds before 
man had formed large societies, before he had cultivated 
the ground, so as to produce abundant harvests, may be 
a very curious, though very futile question. They have 
never been found in the truly wild state, abandoned to 
their own resources. None have ever been taken which did 
not exhibit a very decided mark of the domestication cha- 
racteristic of the whole race. We may, however, suspect, 
with much probability, that this species was much less 
numerous, in the earlier ages of the world, than it is at 
present. 

The habit of living in the midst of us, has brought the 
instinct of the sparrows to a very great degree of perfection ; 
perhaps we should express ourselves better, were we to 
say, that to their natural instinct it has superadded all the 
intelligence that they are permitted to acquire, through 
the medium of observation, stimulated by their natural 
wants. They know, perfectly well, how to accommodate 
their manners and habits to situations, times, and circum- 
stances. They can even, in some sort, vary their lan- 
guage ; and as they are extremely loquacious, it is not at 
all difficult to distinguish in their cry, the expressions of 
appeal, of fear, of anger, of pleasure. In the midst of an 
association, which they have formed against the inclina- 
tion of one of the parties, and that, too, the most power- 
ful, for their own advantage, and to the detriment, or at least 
to the apparent detriment, of those with whom this compul- 
sory union is established, the sparrows have contrived to 
preserve their independence. Bolder than the generality of 
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Jbjirds, they evince no fear of man ; they surround him in 
cities, in the Country beset his path, andf will scarcely turn 
out of it to let him pass, eidier on the bigh-rq^^ or stiU 
more especially in public walks, where they enjoy an almost 
undisturbed security. They are not constrained by bis pre- 
sence, nor distracted from their search for food, from the 
arrangement of their nests, from the cares which they 
bestow upon their young, from their combats, or their plea- 
sures. They are in no wise subjected, and their familiarity 
partakes of the character of insolence. 

They are not less numerous in towns than in the country. 
They lodge and nestle under the tiles of houses, aud in 
the holes of walls. Though many of them may be seen toge- 
ther in one place, they form no society, among themselves, in 
summer. They are often alone, or in couples. They are 
a small community, always in motion, the individuals of which 
cross each other’s path incessantly, engaged in satisfying their 
appetites, thinking only of themselves, and paying no atten- 
tion to the common interest — too faithful an image of the 
inhabitants of those same cities, whom they have chosen as 
their hosts. 

In the evening, in summer, they generally assemble on 
large trees, for the purpose of squalling in unison. When 
this concert is more noisy and prolonged than usual, it 
may generally be considered in the country as a sign of fine 
weather on the following day. In summer, also, the sparrows 
may be seen, in troops, on such hedges as border those tracts 
of cultivated land, where the harvest is ripening ; but this is 
a mere accidental assemblage, formed by the desire of booty, 
and dissipated when there is no more to plunder. If a shot, 
or any other noise, should suddenly arouse this band of rob- 
bers, they do not fly to any great distance, but speedily 
return to the post, from which they carry on their depre- 
dations. 
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The same family, however, will remain assembled together 
for some time. The young follow their mother, and may 
be killed, one after another, with a cross-bow, providing that 
she be taken down first. The ynung will then not fly away, 
but crowd together the more of them that fall ; but if the 
mother should be missed, she will be off, and take the young 
ones with her. 

The flight of the sparrows is short and difficult. They 
cannot raise themselves to any height, and when they depart 
in flocks, it is always at once, quickly, and with considerable 
noise. They are not migrating birds. They do not change 
their district, and there they may be observed to pursue the 
maturity of the different kinds of grain on which they feed. 
They disdain to fix in barren countries, and flock to those 
where the harvest is most abundant. We may judge, with 
certainty, of the fecundity of a country, by where the spar- 
rows are most numerous. They are sometimes found in the 
most secluded and solitary spots, where a farm, surrounded 
by cultivated fields, and provided with a poultry-yard, and a 
pigeon-house, offers them an easy and abundant subsistence. 

The sparrows are of a robust constitution, and can support, 
with equal ease, the heat of the most burning climates, and 
the extreme cold of northern regions. They are found ex- 
tended through Greece, and northern Africa ; and, again, on 
the other hand, they are found as far north as Siberia. 
Though common enough through a considerable part of 
Africa, they have not been seen along the western coast of that 
continent. This cannot be attributed to the heat of the cli- 
mate, since they can endure that of Egypt ; but it is the 
difference of the alimentary plants in these regions, which 
causes this difference. Com, and productions of a similar 
nature, are cultivated in Egypt, as well as in Syria and Bar- 
bary. They cease to be so about the environs of the White 
Cape. They are replaced by other nutritive plants, among 
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the negroes who inhabit to the south of thia^promontory^ and 
the seeds of such plants form no suitable aliment for the 
sparrows ; so that it appears, if these birds do not freqaent 
all com countries, at least it is certauv they do not 
approach those where com, of some kind or other, is not 
tivated. A fact, comparatively recently made known, comes 
in to confirm these observations. In the voyage of Comnio- 
dore Billings to the north of Asiatic Russia, and the Icy Sea> 
&c. we read that the banks of the Pellidoui, a river of Siberia, 
which falls into the Lena, are famous as well for the kind 
of animals found there, as because they are the last spot in that 
quarter which produces com. The sparrows and pies pro- 
ceed no farther north than this. It is even particularly speci- 
fied in the work just mentioned, that, at the time it was written, 
they had only been seen there for five years, exactly the time for 
which grain had commenced to be cultivated on these banks. 

The sparrows are notorious for the warmth of their tempe- 
rament, and the males fight desperately for the females, 
during the season of reproduction. These combats are so 
violent, that some of the parties frequently drop down dead. 
They employ hay and feathers in the construction of the nest, 
contenting themselves with arranging these materials negli- 
gently under the tiles, in the holes and crevices of walls. But 
they form a regular tissue of them, when they nestle in large 
trees, such as nut-trees, poplars, &c. They there give to the 
nest a rounded form, and cover the upper part exactly, 
leaving but one aperture below this cap. Some take posses- 
sion of the nests of swallows, &c. The eggs are five, six, 
and sometimes seven or eight in number, of a whitish ash- 
colour, with abundance of brown spots. The little ones 
are born without feathers or down, and are all over red. 
Wherever they establish themselves to multiply their species, 
they do not appear at all affected by the noise about them, 
and to which they are accustomed from infancy. 
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Birds which come of their accord^ like the ^nmns, to» 
form a sort of socie^ with man, are of course gifted with 
all the dispositions for a more intimate association. The 
sparrows are easily reared in cages ; accustom tbemselTes to 
captivity, without difficulty ; are sufficiently docile to obey 
the voice, to receive their food from the hand which pre^ 
sents it, to suffer themselves to be taken up, touched, and 
caressed. But their being tamed thus, proceeds frooi their 
natural boldness, and from the facility with which they 
find the means, in captivity, of satisfying their voracity. 
They are but little susceptible affection. They do not 
understand, like the canary, how to excite caresses, to return 
them with sensibility, to exhibit symptoms of joy on the ap- 
proach of a being whom they love, or of grief at their 
absence. Without anything like sentiment in their love 
with each other, it cannot be supposed that they are capa- 
ble of friendship. 

Various accounts have been given relative to the duration 
of life in the sparrows. Some allow them only two years of 
existence; others say four, and some even dght years. 
These assertions appear to be none of them well founded. 
The sparrows live much longer than is generally imagined. 
M. Sonnini knew one of these birds to live four-and-twenty 
years in captivity, and even then it died accidentally. The 
warmth of their temperament may, in a state of liberty, con- 
tribute to abridge their existence ; but we may ja-esume, 
with every appearance of reason, that they pass the bounds 
usually allotted to them by authors. 

The gluttony of the sparrows is equal to their petulance. 
They feed alike on the first fruits which ripen in orchards, 
oXk the grain sown in the fields, and on those which the farmer 
has gathered into his bam and storehouses. They also eat 
caterpillars, locusts, flies, and various other insects. But 
this taste, which is only secondary with the sparrows, renders 
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them still more pernicious to the agriculturist, for they also 
devour bees. It appears, therefore, to be woneous, as some 
writers on rural economy assert, that the number of insects 
destroyed by sparrows, compensates for the devastations they 
commit on grain and fruit. 

These birds, harsh as it may seem to say so, do little but 
evil to man during their lives, and are of no use to him after 
their death. Their flesh is hard and bitter, and the medi- 
cinal properties which were anciently attributed to some of 
their parts, are merely imaginary. 

Rougier de la Bcrgerie, a French writer on rural eco- 
nomy, has made an approximative calculation of what the 
sparrows cost, annually, to France. If their number be 
reduced merely to ten millions, a reduction much below the 
reality, it follows, that each of them eating a bushel of grain, 
weighing twenty pounds, ten millions of bushels will thus be 
withdrawn from the consumption and commerce of men; 
and, only reckoning the price of a bushel to be twenty sous, 
no less a sum than ten millions of francs per annum, will be 
withdrawn from agricultural produce. This calculation of 
an able agriculturist is confirmed by observation. The 
quantity of grain eaten by these birds, may be easily ascer- 
tained by those who bring them up in cages ; and M. Sonnini, 
from whom we borrow these observations, says, that he found 
two-and-twenty grains of wheat in the stomach of a sparrow 
just killed. 

It is proper, however, to hear the other side of the ques- 
tion, and see what can be said in favour of the sparrow. 
A countryman of our own, Mr. Bradley, in his General Trea- 
tise on Husbandry and Gardening, shows, that a pair of spar- 
rows, during the time they have their young ones to feed, 
destroy, on an average, every week, about three thousand 
three hundred and sixty caterpillars. This calculation was 
founded on actual observation. He discovered that the two 
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parents carried to the nest fbrtyxaterpillars in an hour. He 
supposed the sparrows to enter the nest only during twelve 
hours in the day, which would cause a daily consumption 
of four hundred and eighty caterpillars ; and this average 
gives three thousand three hundred and sixty caterpillars 
extirpated, weekly, from a garden. But the utility of these 
birds is not limited to this circumstance alone; for they 
likewise feed their young ones with butterflies, and other 
winged insects, each of which, if not destroyed, would be the 
parent of hundreds of caterpillars. 

On this calculation of Mr. Bradley, we shall only observe, 
that the premises on which it is grounded, appear, to say the 
least of them, suspicious. He observed the sparrows for one 
hour only : they must have consumed the entire of that hour 
in going from and to the nest, in bringing such a number 
of caterpillars. Now, it really appears too much to sup- 
pose, that the birds consumed twelve hours out of the twenty- 
four in such operations. Besides, the number of caterpillars, 
supposed to be daily eaten by the young, which, probably, 
were not more than three or four in number, shocks probability, 
even taking the assistance of the parents into consideration. 
The caterpillar in general is not so very small a morsel, 
in proportion to the size of the birds, and it would appear 
that such a quantity must overload their stomachs, and occar- 
sion death. In fact, all such calculations must of necessity, 
be liable to great eiTor ; yet we cannot help thinking, on 
the whole that that of the Frenchman has the least fallacy 
about it of the two. 

The doctrine of compensation itself, is liable to much diffi- 
culty. Birds, by destroying insects, make up for the da- 
mage they themselves do to the fruits of the earth. Granted. 
But let us carry this a little farther. It is allowed on a^l 
hands, and, indeed, this defence of their destroyers pre- 
supposes it, that insects do, even in their diminished numbers, 
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unqualified mischief. Where is the aMaipen8ftti<m on their 
part? They set limits, say some, to the exuberance of 
the vegetable world, which would otherwise be too great. 
But these are dreams, and very presumptuous ernes, too ; for 
they rest on the supposition that this earth, and all its pro* 
ductions, animal and vegetable, were created for man alone. 
In pretending to defend the Divinity, we exalt ourselves : 
things were not made solely with a view to his advan- 
tage, nor is the Great Governor of the Universe employed 
in adjusting a nice balance among them, on his account. 
Myriads of living beings have been produced, and each has a 
right to subsistence as well as man. Correcting the exube- 
rance of the vegetable system, indeed ! Idle theory. 
Relieving plants of their superfluous juices ! Pray what 
is the particular use of lice and fleas ? Are they intended to 
relieve the plethora of the animal system ? 

In a wild state, the note of the sparrow is only a chirp. 
This does not arise, however, from want of powers. The 
sparrow can be educated to imitate the song of the linnet and 
goldfinch, or both. 

Mr. Smellie relates a pleasing anecdote of the affection of 
these birds towards their oflPspring. 

“ When I was a boy,” (says this gentleman) I carried 
off a nest of young sparrows, about a mile from my place 
of residence. After the nest was completely moved, and while 
I was marching home with them in triumph, I perceived, with 
some degree of astonishment, both the parents following me 
at some distance, and observing my motions in perfect silence. 
A thought then struck me, that they might follow me home, 
and feed the young according to their usual manner. When 
just entering the door, I held up the nest, and made the 
young ones utter the cry which is expressive of the desire of 
food. I immediately put the nest and the young in the 
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comer of a wire cage, and placed it on the outside of a win- 
dow. I chose a situation in a room, where I could perceive 
all that should happen, without being myself seen. The 
young animals soon cried for food. In a short time both 
parents, having their bills filled with small caterpillars, came 
to the cage, and after chatting a little, as we should do with 
a friend, through the lattice of a prison, gave a small worm 
to each. This parental intercourse continued regularly for 
some time, till the young ones were completely fledged, 
and had acquired a considerable degree of strength. I then 
took one of the strongest of them, and placed him on the out- 
side of the cage, in order to observe the conduct of the parents, 
after one of their offspring was emancipated. In a few 
minutes, both parents arrived as usual, loaded with food. 
They no sooner perceived that one of their children had 
escaped from prison, than they fluttered about, and made 
a thousand noisy demonstrations of joy, both with their 
wings and their voices. These tumultuous expressions of 
unexpected happiness, at last gave place to a more calm and 
soothing conversation. By their voices, and their movements, 
it was evident that they earnestly entreated him to follow 
them and to fly from his present dangerous state. He seemed 
to be impatient to obey their mandates ; but by his gestures, 
and the feeble sounds he uttered, he plainly expressed that he 
was afraid to try an exertion he had never before attempted. 
They, however, incessantly repeated their solicitations : by 
flying, alternately, from the cage to a neighbouring chimney- 
top, they endeavoured to show him how easily the journey 
was to be accomplished. He at last committed himself to the 
air, mid alighted in safety. On his arrival, another scene of 
clamorous and active joy was exhibited. Next day I repeated 
the same experiment, by exposing another of the young ones 
on the top of the cage. I observed the same conduct with 
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the remainder of the brood, which consisted of four. I need 
hardly add, that not one, either of the parents or children, 
ever again revisited the execrated cage.” 

An anecdote of this kind, well authenticated, is worth all 
the Greek and Latin of all the nomenclators, that ever bar- 
barized language for the purpose of obscuring knowledge. 

There are some accidental varieties of the sparrow. Such 
is the white sparrow, which has sometimes the plumage of a 
dirty white, sometimes as brilliant as snow, sometimes the 
head and neck of the same colour as the others, with the iris 
sometimes yellow and sometimes red. The young ones, which 
are white in infancy, become like the others, not unfrequently ^ 
on the first moulting. This colour is also acquired by age, 
and it is not uncommon to see some old sparrows, which are 
partially white. The black or blackish sparrow, the yellow 
sparrow, and the red, are also accidental varieties. 

The Tree-Finch ( Fringilla Montana ) is remarkable for 
its perpetual movements when alighted on any place, for 
turning and moving the tail, raising and lowering it, flut- 
tering, &c. continually. It is sometimes confounded with the 
common sparrow ; but it is easy to distinguish it by its mode 
of life, size, and plumage. It seldom approaches our houses, 
but remains in the country, frequenting the sides of roads, 
and the banks of streams shaded with willows. It perches 
on trees and low shrubs. It is also found in woods, but 


more rarely. 

This sparrow fixes its nest in the hollows of trees, and in 
the crevices of old walls, at no great distance from the ground. 
It constructs it of fine and dried plants, cattle hair, and 
feathers. Six eggs are the most that are laid, of a dirty 
white, spotted with brown. Noseman relates a singular fact, 
that out of these eggs there is always one smaller than the 
rest, and that the bird which proceeds from it is also mucli 
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snuJler than the rest of the brood. It is called in Holland 
the litth king. 

Though these birds have two or three broods in the year, 
they are less numerous than the sparrows. They assemble 
in flocks from the end of summer, remain together during 
the winter, and often unite in this season with flocks of 
finches, buntings, &c. They are less subtle than the sparrows, 
and give more easily into the snares which are laid for them ; 
but they have less docility, and are never so familiar. The 
young ones taken from the nest may be reared with moistened 
bread ; and when they can eat of themselves, they may be 
given the same seed as is given to the canaries and gold- 
finches. The tree-finch will live five or six years encaged. 
The song of the male is nothing to speak of ; but the voice 
is naturally more agreeable than that of the sparrow. This 
bird is also less voracious, and does not do so much mischief 
to com. It prefers berries, and wild grain, and also eats 
insects. This species is extended throughout all Europe, 
and is even found in Eastern Siberia. 

On the rest of this division we find nothing : c 
habits worthy of detaining the attention of the readc . V/e 
proceed to the Fixches. 

The Chaffinch ( Fr. Coelebs ^ is a species generally spread 
through Europe, from Sweden to the Gut of Gibraltar. It is 
even found on the coast of Africa. Some of these birds 
migrate in autumn, but this portion, it is said, is composed 
of the females alone, while the males remain during tffe 
winter in their native country. It is not impossible that 
there may be some mistake in this, and that the males and 
females may ^ve been confounded together ; for, from the 
moulting time to the month of February, and more parti- 
cularly in autumn, the two sexes exhibit colours nearly 
similar. At all events, it is quite certain that many females 
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remain as well as males^ and united togethat^i form, along 
with the tree-finches, green-finches, buntings, and other birds, 
those innumerable flocks which, during winter, are seen in 
our fields, and in the vine-grounds abroad ; and which, when 
the earth is covered with snow, come before our bams, Stc* 
to partake with the sparrows the aliment of. our domestic 
fowls. 

From the early days of spring, each couple isolate them- 
selves. Some fix in our gardens and orchards, others retire 
into coppice-woods. They all animate the places which they 
inhabit by their gaiety, and by their song, which is by no 
means devoid of melody. Besides this song, which is 
tolerably varied, and consists of burdens more or less long, 
these birds have various well-known cries. That which the 
male and female use in the autumn, and during the bad 
season, is simple, and sharp. The male alone in the spring 
utters a plaintive accent, especially in the evening, and 
repeats it most frequently in rainy weather. This bird, 
taken from the nest,’ has the talent of learning foreign strains, 
and will imitate that of the canary, and in part that of the 
nightingale, &c., if kept near them. It can even be taught 
to articulate some words. It has also been remarked, that 
it sings better and longer if deprived of sight, and this obser- 
vation has proved very fatal to these little prisoners, since 
they are blinded for the purpose of gratifying our taste for 
music. With the details of this cruel and disgraceful 
operation, we shall forbear to trouble our readers. In- 
formation of this kind is worse than useless. The poor 
victims of this cruelty having their attention no longer dis- 
tracted by external objects, become indefatigable singers; 
but if the operation has not been very adroitly per- 
formed, they are subject to a constant rotation of the 
head, very disagreeable to behold. It is seldom per- 
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formed, therefore, except with those chaffinches which are 
used as calls or decoys to attract the wild ones into the 
nets. But this means is not necessary to produce good 
appellants. It is Sufficient to put them into the moulting, 
which is done thus, and the same method will answer for 
any other birds destined for a similar purpose. Towards the 
end of April, you take two or three of each species, and 
much more chaffinches than others, which are tamed by 
gradual diminution of daylight before they are plunged into 
utter darkness. They are finally enclosed in an obscure 
chamber, or in a chest. This preparation demands at least 
fifteen days. You begin at first by keeping the door and 
windows half closed, and continue by degrees to deprive 
them of light, until at last a complete obscurity reigns in 
the apartment. Every singing bird should be carefully 
removed from the neighbourhood ; the birds should be cleaned 
every day, fresh food given to them, and the water changed, 
which should be kept in a larger vessel than usual. But 
this task should never be performed except in the evening by 
candle-light. If this be done in the chamber where they 
are kept, the cages are attached to the wall, one near the 
other, or suspended with rings to a perch which is placed 
across the middle of the chamber. If there be any among 
them that sing, their tails mnst be plucked out. They are 
kept thus until the month of August, at the least, at which 
period they are taken out of the obscure chamber. It is 
necessary to do this cautiously, and give them light by 
degrees, in the same proportions as it had been before with- 
drawn. But first, it is necessary to purge them, which should 
have been also done on their entrance into this sort of disci- 
pline. This purgation is accomplished by giving them for 
three or four days some beet-root, sugar well strained and 
clarified, with a little brown sugar in their water. Then 
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they are left some days shut up in the light chamber, before 
they are exposed to the air. Somebeet^leaves are given them 
to eat, and a piece of plaster is left in their cage. The birds 
destined to undergo this should be put in the cage in the 
month of October, to have time to separate the good singers 
from the bad. In fact, those which do not sing from this 
time unto the end of March, are unfit for the purpose. They 
must also be accustomed to eat grass, because without that 
they would languish in the moulting, during which the 
beet-root must also be administered three or four times. To 
habituate them to this diet, their usual food should be with- 
drawn* for three or four hours every morning, and cabbage- 
leaves and lettuce substituted for it. After they are put 
into the air, they must not be exposed to the sun for twelve 
or fifteen days. 

The chaffinch commences to sing at an early hour in the 
morning. It is generally heard from the beginning of the 
fine days in February, and continues to sing until towards 
the end of the summer solstice. It is a bird of a very lively 
character, always in motion ; and from its gestures and song, 
the very emblem of gaiety. The male is very jealous ; and 
having once chosen his companion, and occupied a certain 
district, he will sufier no others in his neighbourhood ; and 
if any one intrude, a desperate battle takes place, and con- 
tinues until the weaker either falls or retires. He never 
quits his female during the time she is hatching, remains 
during the night very close to the nest ; and if he removes a 
little during the day, it is only for the purpose of providing 
food, which he shares with her on his return. The female 
alone works at the construction of the nest, to which she 
gives, with a solid texture, so elegant a form, that it is one of 
the most beautiful nests made by any of our European birds. 
She places it on trees and shrubs of the most tufted kind, and 

VOL, VII. 


K K 



250 


CLASS AV£S. 

# 

even on fruit-trees in our gardens and orchards. It has been 
remarked that in woods^ this nest is situated very high : 
while in orchards, its elevation does not exceed the ordinary 
stature of man ; but she conceals it so well, that it is frequently 
passed without being perceived. Various white and green 
mosses, and little roots, are covered on the exterior by a 
lichen, similar to the branches on which the nest is placed. 
The interior is furnished with wool, horse-hair, and feathers, 
connected together with spiders" webs. The female deposits 
here from four to six eggs, of a reddish grey, sown with 
blackish spots, more confluent at the thick end. The incu- 
bation, which the male does not partake, lasts for thirteen 
days, and the little ones are born covered with down. The 
father and mother feed them at first with insects and cater- 
pillars, and then unite to this aliment the small seeds of plants ; 
and when they can manage for themselves, they feed on rape- 
seed, millet, hempseed, com, &c., the husks of which they 
can remove with much dexterity, so as to arrive at the farina- 
ceous substance. 

Those which are destined for the cage, should be taken from 
the nest ; for when adult, they are with difficulty reconciled 
to captivity, refusing to eat at first, or perhaps at all, con- 
tinually striking the bars of the cage with their bills, and 
frequently suffering themselves to perish. They may be 
brought up like the canary. As at this age there is no external 
difference between the sexes, the males may be known, after 
eating of their own accord for about fifteen days, by their 
commencing to warble. It is pretended that by giving them 
a little bread, cheese, or milk, they may be made good 
singers: but the cheese must not be salted. Others give them 
meal-worms, and even locusts or grasshoppers. They may be 
fed also with different seeds ; but hemp-seed, though they 
are very fond of it, is pernicious to them, as well as to many 
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other small granivorous birds. Therefore, they should have 
but little of it. As they are very fond of bathing, their 
water should be renewed daily, and given to them in abun- 
dance. 

The Mountain Finch arrives here and on the continent 
generally in autumn, and passes the winter with us, departing 
again in spring. This species assembles in flocks, more or 
less numerous, and unites with the chaffinch and other small 
granivorous birds, retiring in the evening into the forests. They 
are easily distinguished from the others ; for they fly, settle, 
and rise again in close compacted bodies, and utter a cry 
that has some resemblance to that of a cat. M. Lottinger, 
who has observed them much, in Lorraine, assures us that 
the females alone migrate, while the males remain in the 
Vosges. But this assertion cannot be generalized: for 
numerous flocks are to be seen elsewhere, composed both of 
males and females. In autumn it is certainly very difficult 
to distinguish one from the other, the plumage being so 
nearly similar, especially in the young ones of the existing 
year — but in the early days of winter, the characteristic 
colours of the male begin to appear. Besides the cry just 
mentioned, these birds have another, which is never heard 
but when they are settled on the ground. It somewhat 
resembles that of the stone-chat, but is not so loud and dis- 
tinct. Their song is feeble and monotonous ; it is a slight 
warbling, which cannot be heard at any distance. 

The mountain-finch is more docile than the chaffinch, and 
more easily taken in snares, and sooner reconciled to captivity. 
It retires northwai’d generally when the frosty season is over, 
though it sometimes will remain until the end of March : but 
it then becomes a hurtful animal, for, like the bulfinch, it 
destroys the young buds of fruit-trees, especially those of the 
plum. According to travellers, it appears that it nestles in 
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the territories of the Luxembourg, and in the forests of 
Northland. Its nest is situated pretty high on those fir-trees 
which have most branches. It begins to work on this nest 
about the end of April, constructs it externally with the long 
moss of these trees, and furnishes it within with horse-hair, 
wool, and feathers. It lays four or five eggs. It is probable, 
from their great number, that these birds have several broods 
in the year. 

We now pass on to the Linnets and Gold-Finches. 

The Gold-Finch ( Fringilla Carduclis ) is one the best 
known, and most beautiful of our native birds. To a graceful, 
well-turned form, and a brilliant plumage, it unites dexterity, 
docility, and a pleasing song. Such is the harmonious mix- 
ture of its colours, that, though so common, it never ceases 
to delight the eye. Nothing, in fact, is wanting to this 
charming bird, but to be the native of a foreign country, to 
render it an object of the greatest research and admiration. 

From the earliest days of spring, the enchanting voice of 
the male begins to be heard ; but it is in the month of May 
that it puts forth its sweetest strains. Perched on a tree of 
moderate height, particularly on a fruit-tree, of which these 
birds are very fond, it makes the orchard echo with its song, 
from the point of day to the setting of the sun. It continues 
thus until the month of August, with the interruption, how- 
ever, occasioned by the care of its young : for such is its 
attachment, that at this period all its moments are absorbed 
by its paternal duties. It feeds the young with tender seeds, 
such as those of groundsel, lettuce, and other plants. It is 
said, that it also gives them caterpillars, small scaraboei, and 
other insects ; but it appears more probable that the gold- 
finches are simply granivorous, like the linnet, the canary, &c. 
It is on this account that they nestle later than the sparrows, 
the buntings, and the chaffinches, •which rear their young on 
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insects, and do not disgorge the food for them. The gold- 
finch, when its young are more advanced in age, gives to 
them grains more difficult of digestion, but never without 
softening them in its crop, and disgorging them like the 
canaries. It is so much attached to its progeny, that if diut 
up with them in a cage, it will continue to take care of diem 
at the very epoch when liberty is so dear to other birds, that 
few of them survive its loss. But to manage this properly 
with the gold-finch, it must receive abundance of groundsel, 
Sec., and particularly the seed of the thistle, whidi is its 
favourite food, and from which its French name ( Chardon- 
neret ) is derived. It is also sometimes called, in our lan- 
guage, the Thistle-finch. The fowlers, accordingly, who 
lay various snares for these birds, make use of thistle-seed as 
their bait. 

While the female is hatching, the male remains near her, 
singing on a neighbouring tree. He rarely moves, unless 
disturbed ; then he flies away, but for a very short time, for 
this is only a feint on his part, to prevent the nest from being 
discovered ; he is soon seen to return. The female shows a 
still greater attachment for her young ; nothing can distract 
her from the business of incubation. Her constancy is admi- 
rable. For the preservation of her eggs, especially at the 
moment they ore about to disclose the young, she braves 
every thing, and endures every thing. The impetuous wind, 
the continued rain, the hail-storm, can neither terrify nor tire 
her. The male never quits her ; he accompanies her in all 
those courses which the exigency of food or the construction 
of the nest may require ; but he does not partake either of 
the latter labour, or of that of incubation. He simply 
watches for her safety, while she is on the ground, either 
seeking food, or materials to build her nest, and is always 
perched on the nearest tree. This female gives to her nest 
a greater solidity, a better rounded, and even a more elegant 
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form than the chaffinch. She places it usually on fruit-trees, 
and chooses the weakest branches ; it is also found in cop- 
pices and thorny bushes. She employs, for the external 
part, little roots, fine moss, and the down of certain plants, 
which she covers again with lichens. The interior is com- 
posed of dried plants, of horse-hair, wool, and the most 
downy feathers ; on this bed she deposits five or six white 
eggs, spotted with brown towards the thick end. 

Though the goldfinches do not construct their nests until 
the middle of spring, they have yet three broods, the last of 
which takes place in August. The young cannot suffice for 
themselves for some time, even after quitting the nest ; accord- 
ingly there is much patience requisite to rear them artificially. 
The best are said to be those which are bom in thorny bushes, 
and belong to the last brood. They are, it is said, more gay, 
and sing better than the others. They must be taken in the 
nest, when all their feathers are disclosed, and fed with the 
following composition : some simnel, peeled almonds, melon- 
seeds, or nuts, or marchpane, should be pounded together. 
Of the paste resulting from this mixture, little balls should 
be made like small grains of vetches. They should be given 
one by one, with a skewer, about three or four in succession 
at one time, to each young bird, to which you afterwards 
present the other end of the skewer, with a little cotton on it, 
steeped in water. When they begin to eat alone, they may 
be nourished with hempseed, bruised with melon-seed ; and 
when they are strong, they may receive the hempseed alone. 
This complicated paste which we have mentioned, and which 
is not easy to make, might be replaced by another, less diffi- 
cult of composition. This is composed of hempseed and 
rapeseed, well bruised, crumb of bread, and yolk of egg. 
The whole is steeped in a little water, and given by billsfull. 
When they can eat alone, the hempseed may be removed 
from this composition, and replaced by millet, especially if 
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the goldfinches are intended to be coupled with canaries. 
With this diet these birds enjoy better health, and live 
longer. 

Olina tells us, that the young goldfinches which are 
placed near linnets and canaries, will appropriate their notes. 
Others say, that they show a greater disposition to copy 
those of the wren. 

Some fowlers pretend, that among the goldfinches taken in 
nets, the best are those which have the six intermediate quills 
of the tail terminated with white. Some of them have eight 
quills, so terminated, and some four. These last, say the 
fowlers, sing badly ; but all these distinctions are without 
foundation, and only turn to the account of the dealers in 
birds, because they sell the first at double the price of the 
others. But they also take care to mention that these spots 
vary in the same individual during the summer, so that 
one of one kind may be easily transformed into another. 
On the wild birds all these spots disappear, in a great mea- 
sure, from the month of June to September ; then all the 
quills, with the exception of the lateral ones, are black. It 
is the same with the spots which are on the quills of the wings : 
often in September, no further trace of them appears ; but 
they come again with the new feathers. This progressive' 
change does not take place so completely with birds educated 
in the cage ; there always remain some white spots on the 
quills of the wings and tail. 

The goldfinch is very easily reconciled to captivity, and 
even becomes quite familiar. From its activity and docility it 
may be taught a wonderful degree of precision in its move- 
ments ; it will counterfeit death, and perform a great variety 
of other movements with the greatest dexterity ; it can 
be taught to fire a cracker, and draw up small cups, contain- 
ing its food and drink. 

The mode in which it is made to perform the last operation 
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is curious. The bird must be equipped for the purpose ; 
this equipment consists of a little band of soft leather, about 
two lines in breadth, pierced with four holes, through which 
the wings and feet are passed, and the two ends of which 
joining under the belly, are maintained by a ring to which a 
chain is attached ; at the other end of this chain is a ring, 
which passes into the semicircle of wood which serves the 
bird for a perch, and the two ends of which are placed in the 
bottom board ; on this board is a small looking-glass, placed 
in face of the circle, and below this circle is another of greater 
diameter, that the bird may mount and descend at pleasure. 
The two cups are suspended by a little chain to the upper 
circle ; in one is the food and the other the drink, and they 
are so arranged that one cannot be lowered without raising 
the other ; thus, a degree of industry is necessary for the bird 
to draw to himself the vessel he wants. The want of society 
appears to be of the first necessity to the goldfinch, which 
delights in that of its own species. It is on this account that 
it is fond of looking at itself in the glass, and is often seen to 
take its hempseed, grain by grain, and go and eat it before 
the mirror, thinking, doubtless, that it is eating in company. 

Sometimes the mirror is omitted, and its place supplied by 
a small measure, closed on all sides, with the exception of a 
small aperture in the front, which is shut with a lid, so 
arranged, that it will obey the sbghtest touch, and shut of 
itself. To make the bird know where its aliment is, the lid 
is first held half open, then shut about three-fourths, it is 
then completely closed; and the bird, knowing where its 
food is, uses all its address to open, and holds it open with 
his feet. The water is placed in a little cup, attached by a 
chain to one of the cirdles ; the bird draws it to him, seizing 
the chain with his bill, and bolding it under his feet until he 
has quenched his thirst. 

Some years ago, the Sieur Roman exhibited in this 
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country the wmd^ul pertarmmoeB of his birds^ Th^ 
were |j|^finches, linnets, and canary birds. 'One appeared 
dead, and was held up by the tail, or claw, without exhibit- 
ing any signs of life. A second stood on its head, with its 
claws in the air. A third imitated a Dutch milkmaid going 
to market, with pails on its shoulders. A fourth mimicked a 
Venetian girl, looking out at a window. A fifth appeared 
as a soldier, and mounted guard as a sentinel. The sixth 
was a cannoneer, with a cap on its head, a firelock on its 
shoulder, and a firelock in its claw, and discharged a small 
cannon. The same bird also acted as if it had been wounded ; 
it was wheeled in a little barrow, to convey it (as it were) to 
the hospital, after which it flew away, befor the company. 
The seventh turned a kind of windmill ; and the last bird 
stood in the midst of some fire-works, which were discharged 
all round it, and this without exhibiting the least sign of 
fear.^’* 

The goldfinch, naturally active and laborious, is fond of 
occupation in its prison, and if it has not some poppy-heads, 
hemp-stalks, and those of lettuce, to pick, for the purpose of 
keeping it in action, it will remove every thing that it finds. 
A single goldfinch, in an aviary where canaries are hatching, 
if he be without a female, is sufficient to make all the broods 
fail ; he will fight with the males, disturb the females, 
destroy the nests, and break the eggs. These birds, how- 
ever, though so lively and petulant, live in peace with each 
other, excepting a few quarrels about the perch and their 
food ; all of them try to get possession of the highest perch 
in the aviary, for the purpose of sleeping, and the first who 
obtains it will not sufier the others to approach. It is neces- 
sary to place all the perches at a similar height, to isolate 
each from the other, and make every one only of length 
sufficient for a single bird. 

* Bigland’s Animal Biography. 
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Though the goldfinches will ooiqde in nfiamsi ^ uoion 
is TBxe^ and the result sddom fruitfuL It is tme^ little 
attention is given to this pdint, in oonaequeooe of th^iciUty 
of procuring these Inrds at ev&ry season, in any number 
desired. 

A single female is saidi to be sufficient tor out male, and 
both idiould have a large cage to themselvessi. In captivity 
the male goldfinch will pair more readily with a female of 
another species than his own ; for example, with the female 
canary ; but the female goldfinch will seldom couple with 
the male canary. This union is not the result of any confor- 
mity of song, and still less of plumage ; it proceeds from the 
goldfinch disgorging the food found in its crop in the same 
way as the canaries do ; he pleases the female canary by this, 
and feeds her while she is hatching. This is not to be 
expected of the bunting or chaffinch, or any other bird that 
brings its bill full of food to the female and the young. This 
supplies a good rule for those who desire to make birds of 
different races couple together. Though the broods some- 
times succeed from a female canary and a wild goldfinch, i, e. 
one caught in a net, yet it is better to educate them together, 
to accustom the goldfinch to the same food as the canary, and 
not to pair them until the end of two years. It will also be 
much better if the female canary has never paired with one 
of her own species, and be kept in the spring from seeing 
or hearing any of them, that she may totally forget them. 
Her first eggs will often prove fruitless, especially in the 
earliest days of spring, which is not the period of reproduc- 
tion with the goldfinches ; but the second brood will succeed, 
and the male goldfinch then becomes more assiduous and 
attentive than even the canary itself. He shares all the cares 
of the household, remains almost continually on the edge of 
the nest, and frequently feeds the female while she is hatch- 
ing ; he also assists in the rearing of the young. 
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The UU of iSke golcMndb is UaUe, Specially in captivity, 
to elongate, sometimes to such a degree that one aiandible so 
far J)as8es the other, that the bird cl^lllot take up its aHment* 
If the mandibles elongate equally, another inconradenee 
results ; in feeding the young or the fmude, the maie is apt 
to wound them grievously. To prevent this, the mandibles 
should be equalized and blunted with scissors. 

The mules from the goldfinch and canary are more robust 
than the latter, and live longer. Their song is also more 
brilliant ; but Buffon says, that they imitate airs with diffi* 
culty. Others, on the contrary, pretend that they can very 
easily be taught by the bird-organ and flageolet. These 
mules resemble the male in the form of the bill, and the 
colours of the head and wings, and the fem^ in the rest of 
the body. Some beautiful varieties result from this alliance. 
M. Vieillot once caught a mule, which be conceiTes was the 
produce of a male greenfinch and female goldfinch, judging 
from its size, colours, and song. This bird did not appear 
to be the result of any forced union ; it always remained 
extremely wild, and by no means familiarized with the cage~ 
a seeming confirmation of the last remark. It was brought, 
notwithstanding, to couple with a female canary ; but nothing 
resulted from the union. Some, however, say that these 
females are not unproductive, and that the second generation 
insensibly approaches the characters of the male; but this 
second generation must be marvellously rare, for no authentic 
proof appears of its having ever been witnessed. These 
mules, however, pair very readily with each other ca: with 
canaries ; but the eggs produced are not fecundated. The 
female mules construct their nests much better than the 
canaries ; and are such excell^t nurses that they may be 
frequently substituted for the others, when the lalter are sick, 
or are bad mothers. 

In autumn the gcddfiinches assemble together, live, during 
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in numerous and frequent those places where 

thistles and wild aidive grow. During the severe odd* they 
dielter themselves in thick bushes ; but they seldom recede 
far from the places where their food is fomul. Sometimes 
they mingle with other granivorous birds. Hempseed is the 
grain given to familiarise them with the cage ; but it would 
be better to mingle millet and rape-seed with it, and to vary 
their diment; thus the maladies might be avoided which 
attack them in captivity. This is a point not always properly 
attended to, for cage birds of all descriptions. Variation of 
food preserves them in good health, lengthens their days, and 
approximates them more to their natural state. 

The maladies to which this bird is subject are the epilepsy, 
in which it frequently falls when apparently most vig<|i:ou3, 
and singing with its full force ; the molten-grease^ or inflam- 
mation of the abdomen, and the moulting, which frequently 
proves mortal. The epilepsy is said by some writers to pro- 
ceed from a very small worm in the thigh, lodged between 
the skin and flesh ; sometimes this worm goes away of itself, 
and sometimes the bird draws it out with its bill, when it can 
lay hold of it. It seems more probable that this disease is 
attributable to the exclusive use of hempseed, for it also 
attacks canaries and bulfinches, when they are limited to 
this aliment. On the other hand, the goldfinch, when totally 
deprived of this kind of grain, is seldom visited by this dis^ 
tressing malady. When the bird is attacked by it, it is so 
violent and dangerous, as generally to prove mortal in less 
than a quarter of an hour. After some very precipitate 
movements, the bird falls, and lies extended in its cage with 
its feet in the air. Without the promptest assistance it soon 
dies. The most certain remedy is instantly to take the bird, 
and cut its nails with scissors, particularly the hinder one ; 
some drops of blood will follow ; and then dip the feet 
several times in white wine made lukewarm. If it is winter 
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time, the bird should also be made to ewilloir R le# diops of 
it, to >hich a little melted sugar is added. This remedy is 
very efHcacious ; the bird resumes new strength, add in ia few 
hours enjoys as good health as he had before. It is recdtn*^ 
mended never to leave the goldfinches without a pie^ of 
plaster in their cage, suspended so that they may pick at it 
with facility. When these birds are properly taken care of, 
and attentively kept clean, they are not very subject to 
disease, and will live sixteen or eighteen years, and sometimes 
longer. 

The species of the goldfinch is extended throughout the 
whole of Europe nearly, and through some parts of Asia and 
Africa. It is found in Greece, where it bears the name of 
karedreno ; though no migrating bird, properly speaking, it 
does not remain all the year round on all the islands of the 
Archipelago. It prefers the largest, and also the lands of 
the neighbouring continent, because it doubtless finds there 
more safe and agreeable retreats. 

Few species present more varieties than this ; besides those 
which proceed from forced alliances, there are others attri- 
butable to aliment, to age, and to domestication. 

There is one which is white where the others are red, 
namely, on the forehead and eyebrows, which colour also 
prevails on the top of the head, instead of black. On some 
the red is shaded with yellow, and the black appears through 
these colours. A goldfinch, with the head striped with red 
and yellow, has been found ih America. One with the cap 
altogether black has but a few red spots on the forehead ; the 
back and chest are of a yellowish brown ; the iris yellowish, 
and the bill and feet flesh-colour. The whitish goldfinch 
has the tail and wings of an ashen-brown, the upper and 
under parts of the body whitish, and the yellow of the wings 
pale. Some varieties are totally white, and others, among 
which are the handsomest races, have the head red and the 
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wingt bordered with yellow^ On the bodioi of mtny tht 
dnts are more or lest mingled with wUite« Among thie black 
gcddfinches some we ^tirely black; others more or less 
varied with this colour. These last varieties are chiefly attri* 
butable to food^ especially to the exclusive use of hempseed* 
Still the odkmrs are not iixed^ for goldfinches have been 
known to reaume their primitive tints after the moulting; 
and some which were even totally black, to retain very fine 
feathers of that hue. These changes from one moulting to 
another become still more palpable when millet or other grain 
is substituted for hempseed. 

Of the other species of the goldfinch little can be said, 
except in the way of description ; we shall proceed, there- 
fore, at once to 

The Linnet. To persons who have seen the numerous 
treatises extant cm European birds, it must be a matter of sur- 
prise that any necsessity should still exist of further investiga- 
tion on this subject ; nevertheless, it is most certain that 
many of the birds which are actually subjected to our daily 
view, do require further research. 

Brisson, Mauduyt, Sonnini, and Frisch, have made two 
species of the linnet, properly so called, under the denomi- 
nations of grey and red ; Latham and Qmelin under those 
of Imata and carmdbina. Belon, Linnseus, Olina, Gesner, 
Montbeillard, Meyer, wd Latham, in the second supplement 
to his synopsis, after the remarks of Bays and Montague, 
make but one. The Dcmtor, also, though he formally sepa- 
rates tb^ in his General Hiatoryy expresses there his senti- 
ments to the same effect. As for M. Vieillot, he has no 
dcnibt of tlie identity of the red and grey linnet ; and his 
opinion is ccmfirmed by repeatedly multiplied and indefati- 
gable observations. Both kinds, young and old, male and 
female, are grey in the back season, and resemble each other 
so much, that the sexes cannot be distinguished, excq>t by 
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die white border mi due primer^r ekr ^uOk, wUchir more 
famed and brilliant in die male than in the femde. The led 
ooloiir) which dbaracteriaea the male dining' sumtter^ coia* 
menoes to ajcqptsr towards the end of autumn ; but at diia 
time it is tarnished, and occupies only the middle portion of 
the feathers, the extremity of which is of a reddish grey, so^ 
that it can only be perceived by raising them up* In pro- 
portion as the spring approaches, this colour extends and 
grows brighter^ and towards the moirth of May becomes v&cj 
brilliant in the male of two years old ; less pure and less 
extended in the bird of the first year ; and among the old 
ones it sometimes assumes an orange shade. Of course, the 
linnets which remain grey must be only females; and it 
does not appear that any well-authenticated instance of a 
male of this hue at such periods has be^ found. 

It is only on the head and chest that their plumage sufPers 
the variations we have alluded to. The occiput and nape 
become of a clear aslien, from the grey and reddish, which 
they were immediately after the moulting. The morone- 
brown of the feathers of the back assumes a finer and more 
decided colour. The croup passes from grey and reddish 
white, to blackish, and pure white. Such is the case with 
the male linnets in a state of liberty ; but it is quite different 
with those confined in a cage, or ev«a in an aviary, exposed 
always to the air. The red disappears ; the brown morcme 
remains dull ; the grey of the occiput and nape preserve the 
reddish tint. The principal attributes, which in this state 
distingiiish the male from the female, are the colours of the 
summit of the head, which is of a tarnished red towards the 
middle of the feather, and in the white of the alar quills, 
which is more extended in the male than in the female. No 
arguments, derived from size and proportions, appear to be 
more convincing in favour of the separation of species, than 
those drawn from colours. 
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Thei^ are some Acetdental rariedeft of the Banet) as for in-' 
flitance, some ^tirely albino individuals ; others, which have 
only the head, wings, and tail, white. On others, white is 
the predominant colour, but the alar and caudal quills are 
black, edged with white, and some vestiges of grey on the 
wing-ooverts. 

The male neither partakes of the labour of constructmg the 
nest, nor of that of incubation, but employs himself in several 
little attentions to the female, brings her food, which he dis- 
gorges, like the canary, cheers the monotony of her situation, 
by an agreeable song, incessantly repeated during l3ie time of 
hatching, and watches for her safety. When any thing offen- 
sive appears, he puts forth a plaintive cry, flutters from bush 
to bush, removes for a moment, but only to re-appear directly. 
The more his companion is approached, the more his cries re- 
double. Then the female, warned by his complaints, and 
pressed by danger, quits the nest. Both she and the male 
fly away, and do not return for an hour ; but when the eggs 
are ready to open, they return sooner. Both parents exhibit 
much affection for their young. They nourish them with 
tender seeds, prepared in their crop, and disgorged by the 
bill. These linnets have usually two or three broods, and 
sometimes four, if the first be disturbed. After hatching time, 
they assemble in numerous flocks, quit the high countries, 
and descend into the plains. It is at this time that snares 
are laid for them, and they are caught in great numbers. As 
these birds soon grow fat, when they have abundant aliment, 
their flesh acquires a savour which makes it in request in 
some countries, especially in the southern provinces of France. 
From this circumstance they have received, in Provence, the 
name of bec-figue d^hiver. 

Montbeillard observes, that there is a great analogy between 
the linnet and the canary, and he is right. Their habits and 
nature are extremely similar, and of all birds the linnet is 
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that which most readily couples with die canary; but it is 
difficult to believe that the produce of this alliance is more 
fruitful than that of the canary with the goldfinch or the 
siskin. Though repeated trials have beai made, it does not 
appear that fruitful eggs have been obtained, either from a 
female canary, paired with a linnet-myle, or a femafo nitde 
with a male canary, or from the mules paired together. 

Although the linnet is one of the commonest of our smaU 
granivorous birds, and though it preserves no brilliant 
colours in captivity to render its possession desirable, it is not 
less in request than the brilliant goldfinch and charming 
bulfinch. Though sombre tints replace the fine red colour of 
its head and chest, and though its entire plumage changes to 
a tarnished brown, or dirty white, the linnet does not the 
less merit our attention, nor the less contribute to our amuse- 
ment. Its qualities are truly interesting. Its natural dispo- 
sition is docile, and susceptible of attachment ; its song is 
agreeable, and the flexibility of its throat enables it to imitate 
with facility, the different airs which it is attempted to be 
taught. It can even be taught to repeat many words, dis- 
tinctly, in different languages, and it pronounces them with an 
accent that would actually lead one to suppose that it under- 
stood their meaning. The tender attachment of which these 
birds are susceptible is astonishing ; so much so, that they 
often become troublesome in their caresses. They can perfectly 
well distinguish the persons who take care of them. They will 
come and perch upon them, overwhelm them with caresses, 
and even seem to express their affection by their looks. They 
can also imitate and unite to the varied modulations of their 
own voice, the strains of other birds, which they are in the 
habit of hearing. If a very young linnet be brought up 
with a chaffinch, a lark, or a nightingale, it will learn to 
sing like them. But it will in most cases totally lose its 
native song, and preserve nothing but its little cry of appeal. 
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The linnets intended to be intimeted in fmigik BAtAaBi fhoidd 
be taken from the nest when the feathers begin to dioqt. if 
taken adult, they will sddom profit by tiieb lessoDO^ though 
they will become bodi famiMar and oaresamg*. Different 
modes of instructum have been pointed out for 
such as whistling to them in the evening by candlelight, 
taking care to articiilate the notes distinctly. Somethaes, to 
put them in train, they are taken on the a minor is 

presented to them, in which they think that th^ see ano<» 
ther bird of their own species, which illusion ia said topro^ 
duce a sort of emulation, making them slog with more animsk 
tion, and expediting their progress ; but these precautions are 
not absolutely necessary, for the best instructed linnets are 
often brought up by cobblers, who whistle to them without 
interrupting their work. It has been remarked of the linnets, 
and it is true of many other singing birds, that they sing 
more in a small cage than a large one. 

This bird lives a long time in captivity, if well taken care 
of. Sonnini quotes an instance of one that lived forty years, 
and might have lived longer had it not perished by accident. 
This was a bird of the most extraordinary amiaUeness and 
docility. It was in the habit of calling many persons of the 
house by their name, and very distinctly. It whistled five 
airs, perfectly, from the bird-oigan. 

The linnets have the advantage of singing all the year 
round, and they may be taught a variety of tricks, like the 
siskin, and the goldfinch. 

When it is intended to educate young linnets, the males 
must be chosen; for the females neither sing, nor can be 
taught to sing. The males may be known by the white 
colour on the wings, which is more pure and extended in 
them than in the females. They are fed at first with oatmeal, 
and rapeseed bruised in milk or water ; some use crumb of 
bread instead, and the yolk of a bard egg. They are given 
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otanii. To render theia iDoie fuon^^ tbeyrttre fed with the 
hand, and dirped to. Whm they tsan fted AcfO^ ^ aape- 
seed ia given to them entire, hut aofeened in watery eo thot 
they am beeak it more easily. Their aliment muat also be 
varied oich miUet, radish, cabbage, lettuce seeds, and plan^ 
tain, and 4M)iiietiinet with bruised melon seeds, and from time 
to tune with barberries, marchpane, mid anagallis. Hemp* 
seed should be given to them very sparingly, because it 
fattens them too moch, and they rither die or cease to sing. 
Many persons give them nothing but rapeseed, but the same, 
inconvenience results from this. The more their food is 
varied, the fewer maladies they will have. A small piece 
of plaster or chalk should also be put into their cage to 
pievent constipation, to which they are subject. They are 
also subject to a curious disease, which the French caH 
mbUle^ and for which the chalk or plaster is a remedy. This 
disease is indicated by their melancholy, their silence, and 
their stiff and bristling feathers. When it has made some 
progress, their bills become hard, the veins are thick and 
red, the breast is swelled, the feet are also swelled and callous, 
and they can scarcely sustain themselves upright. Linnets 
are subject to epilepsy, for which chalk is also prescribed, 
and a disease called tJie buUom^ which is a small tumour, and 
generally cmisid^ed incurable. It is recommended, however, 
to pierce it quickly, and staunch the wound with wine. 
Besides all these complaints, which are for the most part the 
result of captivity, they also suffer from the asthma, the symp- 
tom of which is, striking angrily with their bills. A little 
oxymel should then be put in their water, and their food 
changed for some days, giving them some tender wild 
endive, pounded with barberries, or cabbage, if tlwR ma- 
lady attack them during winter. Nothing is better to keep 
bem cheerful and in good health, than to give them occa^ 
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idMildly red currants* • At nothiiig should be neglected tb 
j^reserve a bird^ to rear whidi fio nmch paiiui are taken, 
it should be kept aa neoiiy as possible ki its natural state. 
These birds are pulverators, and a bed of fine sand, rex^wed 
from time to time, should be kept at thebotUmi of their cage, 
and as they are fond of bathing, they should also have a 
small bath, into which fresh water is put every day. 

The Ikmets unite in flocks toward the end of S^tember, 
and remain so during the winter. They fly in close bodies, 
rise and fall together, and fix on the same trees. Their flight 
is continuous, and not performed by repeated springs, like 
that of the sparrows. On the ground they proceed by hop- 
ping. They pass the night in the woods, and choose for an 
asylum the trees, whose leaves, though dry, are not yet fallen, 
such as oaks, &c. They frequent fallow, and cultivated 
lands, living on various little grains ; they also pick the buds 
of poplars, of linden trees, and birch, as do the bulflnches, 
&:c. Another of their aliments is indicated by their name— 
this is linseed. In short, all kinds of grain suits them ; but 
it does not appear that they ever touch insects. It is certain 
that they do not take them to their young, as the birds which 
use both grain and insects do. Towards the commencement 
of spring, they are heard to sing altogether at a time, and 
their concert is always preceded by a sort of prelude. At 
this time they pair. Once having made their choice, each 
pair isolates, and chooses a particular district, from which it 
never departs during the summer. 

Linnets are common in France, in Italy, in the Levant, in 
Germany, and in the southern parts of Russia. 

The Siskins (Fr. Spintis ) are birds of passage, and fly 
so high that they may be heard before they are seen. They 
are very numerous in the southern provinces of Russia, and 
common enough in this country during the winter ; they are 
fond of places where the alder-tree abounds. They arrive in 
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France about the tboc of tiie vintage, then proceed farther 
couth, and reappear when the trees are in flower ; but in sumr- 
mer they are not seen. In all probability they then voyage 
northwards, or return into thick forests on the lofty mou nt ai n s. 
This is affirmed by Sonnini in bis edition of Nutwid 

History. I know,^ says he, to a certainty, that the siskins 
nestle on the highest moimtains of the Vosges, in Lorraine, 
and particularly on that one which is called the Donon ; they 
pass into the plain in spring, dhd afterwards return to this 
chain of mountains in like manner as they do in Switzerland 
and Franche-Comte, They descend after the hatching in 
September and October.^ The individuals which nestle in 
the north do so on the tops of pines and fir-trees ; the brood 
is four or five eggs, of a greyish white, spotted with red. 

The siskins, in their habits, have very considerable relations 
with the linnet : they give a preference to the seeds of the 
alder-tree ; they often dispute with the goldfinches for the 
seed of the thistle. Hempseed is for them an aliment of 
choice ; but they appear, especially in captivity, to be greater 
consumers of it* than they really are, from a habit which they 
have got of breaking more grains than they eat. In their 
passage in Germany, in October, they considerably damage 
the hop-grounds, by eating the seeds. In France, also, they 
do considerable prejudice to the apple-trees, by picking at 
the flowers. 

The song of the siskin is by no means disagreeable, but. 
very inferior to that of the goldfinch ; it is said to possess the 
faculty of imitating the song of the canary, linnet, &c. if 
taken very young, and placed within hearing of these birds. 
It has, moreover, a note of appeal peculiar to itself. Even 
when taken adult, it is easily tamed, and becomes almost as 
mild as a canary. It is very docile, and can be taught to 
hoist up its food and water in the mode we have already 
described for the goldfinch, and can be even accustomed to 
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come and perch upon the hand> at the sound of a little bell. 
The mode of teaching it is, by ringing the bell every time 
that you are about to feed the bird. Livdy and gay, it is 
always the hrst to awake in the aviary, and the first to warble 
and set the others agoing. The manners of this little captive 
are so mild, that it never seeks to quarrd with any of its 
companions, and it yields promptly when it is threatexied. 
Placed in an aviary where there are several birds of different 
species, it will conceiv e an dfiection for some particular one, 
and often feed it ; but it gives the preference to those of its 
own race, whether males or females. 

It has been remarked, that there is a great sympathy be^ 
tween the siskin and the canary. It is so great, that if' a 
siskin be let loose in a place where there are canaries with 
other birds, it will fly immediately to the former, and come 
as nearly to them as possible, and they will also seek its 
society with eagerness. The male or female siskin will easily 
pair with the canary, the female, as is asserted, particularly ; 
but the male siskin, when he has once coupled with the 
female canary, will assist her in all her labours, with much 
zeal, aiding in the construction of the nest, carrying the 
materials, and even making use of them. He continually 
feeds her while she is hatching, disgorging the food from his 
crop ; in spite of all this, however, the eggs are frequently 
fruitless. The mules which do sometimes result from the 
union partake, in their appearance, of the characters of both 
parents. 

In captivity these birds will live for ten years, and are 
very little subject to diseases, excepting the mcltm-greasey 
which is brought on by feeding them exclusively on hemp* 
seed ; they should, therefore, be accustomed, in preference, 
to rapeseed and millet. 

A variety of the siskin has been observed with the head 
yellowish and the rest of the plumage black. To make these 
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l^ds entirely black, it will be Miffident ta feed them oen- 
stantly on bempseed. This rariety is said to be found in 
Silesia. 

The Ciirtl Fmch is found in all Italy, Greece, Tinrk^, 
Austria, Provence, Languedoc, Spain, Portugal, and some* 
times in Lorraine. The male has an agreeable and vaorfed 
song, but not so fine and clear as that of the canary. In 
Italy this species makes its nest not only in the country, but 
oftentimes in gardens on tufted trees, particularly on the 
cypress, and constructs it of wool, horse hair, and feathers. 
The eggs are four or five : the male easily pairs with the 
female canary, and the mules have been found productive. 
The Count de Riocourt had for many years several of these 
mules, which coupled with female canaries, and the young 
produced new generations. The same fact occurred with 
Mr. Vieillot. Some resembled the father and some the 
mother, without reference to the distinction of sex in them- 
selves ; while, on the contrary, the alliance with the female 
canary, goldfinch, bullfinch, greenfinch, &c. gave rise to a 
mixture of colours in the offspring, none of which perfectly 
resembled either father or mother. Another remark, very 
essential, is, that if the alliance of the male citril with the 
female canary gives rise to new generations, by the reproduc- 
tion of the young, the female citril will reject, in captivity, 
the advances of the male canary, and even those of the male 
of her own species, and that the same is the case with the 
female mules of the first alliance. They refuse all pairing 
either with the male mules, the citril, or the canary, which 
proves that the original type is more firm with them than with 
the males. Notwithstanding this, M. Vieillot is inclined to 
consider the citril and the canary not as two distinct species, 
but as two races springing from the same stock, one of which 
has fixed in Europe and the other in the Canaries, and whose 
differences are attributable to localities. The fecundity of 
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mules, from the alliance of canaries with goldfinches, linnets, 
&c. does not appear to be proved by a single fact, which is 
natural enough, as the species are so evidently distinct, and 
proceeding from different stocks ; and the same observation 
may be extended to all other birds whose union produces 
unfruitful mules. 

The Canary , — ^There is a considerable degree of interest 
and charm in every thing relating to this bird of the Hes- 
perides ; an elegant form, beautiful plumage, melodious 
voice, and a disposition amiable, docile, and familiar ; it 
unites all the pleasing qualities and all the little talents which 
are isolated in other birds. This delightful bird particularly 
constitutes the amusement of the young female, who is well 
employed in the developement of its mild and social habits. 
Care, attention, and caresses are lavished on it, and nothing, 
ill short, is spared in bringing it up. Its infancy and educa- 
tion give rise to some little trouble and embarrassment ; but 
it does not prove ungrateful. It gives daily proofs of its 
susceptibility of gratitude, and of attachment. In the 
evening its adieus are caresses, and it scarcely wakes in the 
morning before its benefactress becomes the object of its first 
regard ; it claps its little wings at sight of her, flies to her, 
and expresses, by a number of gentle gestures and semitones, 
the sentiments of affection with which it is inspired. 

The docility of the canary is such, that it has been known, 
at the command of its instructress, to fly to the head of a cat, 
sing there with full throat, and receive caresses from its 
natural enemy. The liberty granted to other birds during 
the period of their amours, generally puts an end to their 
attachment to us ; not so with the canary. Two of these fami- 
liar birds, male and female, having escaped from their aviary, 
fixed themselves in a thicket at some distance, and nestled 
there. The male was in the habit of coming regularly twice 
a-day to sing near his former dwelling, and to gorge himself 
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with food, for the purpose of partaking it with his companion ; 
but he did not suffer himself to be taken, although he 
approached very near his mistress, and appeared to take 
pleasure in fluttering over her, and repeating the lesson 
which she had taught him. At last he ceased, all of a sud- 
den, to make these little journeys. The lady, uneasy about 
the birds, having sought them everywhere, without success, 
believed that they had fallen victims to some bird of prey ; 
but ten days after these fruitless researches, the couple 
reappeared, accompanied by their young family, and esta- 
blished themselves in their ancient domicile, where they 
resumed all their former familiarity ; “as if,*” says the 
writer from whom these observations are taken, “ they were 
endeavouring to make atonement for the pain which their 
temporary absence had occasioned.*^ 

The canary is as docile as familiar. One of these birds 
has been seen, at a signal, to seize a match in its claw, light 
it, set fire to a little cannon, fall, as if dead, at the explosion, 
rise suddenly again, and place itself as if on duty. 

Bingley in his Animal Biography,” says that “ In the 
month of May 1820, a Frenchman, whose name was 
Dujon, exhibited in London twenty-four canary-birds, many 
of which, he said, were from eighteen to twenty-five years of 
age. Some of these balanced themselves, head downwards, 
on their shoulders, having their legs and tail in the air. One 
of them, taking a slender stick in its claws, passed its head 
between its legs, and suffered itself to be turned round, as 
if in the act of being roasted. Another balanced itself, and 
was swung backward and forward on a kind of slack-rope. 
A third was dressed in military uniform, having a cap on its 
head, wearing a sword and pouch, and carrying a firelock in 
one claw ; after some time sitting upright, this bird, at the 
word of command, freed itself from its dress, and flew away 
to the cage. A fourth suffered itself to l>e shot at, and falling 
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down, as if dead, was put into a little wheelbarrow, and 
wheeled away by one of its comrades, and several of the birds 
were at the same time placed on a little firework, and con- 
tinued there quietly, and without alarm, until it was dis- 
charged.’’ Such facts prove the wonderful intelligence of the 
birds, and the exceeding patience of those who instruct them. 

If the young beauty derives amusement from this charming 
bird, and observes in its little household management the 
example of those delicate attentions which a growing family 
requires ; if it charms the ennui of tlie cloister, and cheers 
the labours of the sedentary artist, it is not less agreeable to 
the aged, who find in its society a consolation in their suffer- 
ings ; while its amiable liveliness and docility awaken in 
their hearts that gaiety which had been banished thence by 
the weight of years. 

This little musician has at times its fits of sullenness and 
anger ; but these are neither hurtful nor offensive. Still 
it ought to be managed with caution ; for caresses, too much 
re|>eated, will on some occasions raise its anger to that pitch 
that it sometimes becomes the victim of it. Its vocal powers 
are so flexible, that it will learn to speak, and to whistle the 
most melodious airs. Words and phrases of the most ten- 
der kind are those which it learns to repeat and pronounce 
with the greatest facility. Of all birds it contributes 
most to the pleasures of society, and takes the greatest 
share in them. The nightingale astonishes us by the re- 
sources of its incomparable organ, interests by the variety 
of its tones, and even ravishes the ear by its brilliant 
and rapid execution ; but, proud of its talent, it seems to 
disdain everything foreign, or, at all events, it is with the 
utmost difficulty that it is brought to learn any lessons. More- 
over, the charm of its voice continues only during a few 
months ; and to enjoy it in all its brilliancy and perfection, 
it must be heard in the woods, in the silence of night. Once 
become our prisoner, and shut up in our apartments, its song 
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loses hs melody, because it is too powerful for the sphere 
which it fills, and its accents acquire a harshness which is 
fatiguing. The linnet, the goldfinch, the bullfinch, willingly 
receive instruction ; but the canary has a better ear, more 
facility of imitation, and a better memory. Its natural dis- 
position is also more docile and amiable. Its song, which is 
a model of grace, is heard at all times, and charms us when 
all else is silent in nature. It is of all birds that which is 
educated with most pleasure, for its education is the most 
easy and the most successful. The canary acquires, by 
domestication, colours more pure and brilliant than it pos- 
sesses in a state of nature, and its song is also infinitely supe- 
rior ; it has been embellished and made more perfect by 
borrowing foreign strains. Some have acquired the notes of 
the titlark, and others those of the nightingale, and all possess 
the pure, soft, melodious tinibre^ which the wild canary never 
possesses. Mr. Barrington saw two of these birds which 
came from the Canary Islands, neither of which had any 
song, and the same was the case with a great number of them 
brought over afterwards. Most of the birds imported from 
the Tyrol have been educated under parents whose progeni- 
tors were taught by the nightingale. Our English ones, 
however, partake more of the notes of the titlark. M. Vieil- 
lot had several of the native canaries alive, and he assures us 
of the inferiority of their song. Another fact, equally singu- 
lar, is, that he could never bring them to couple, either 
together or with the domestic canaries. A description of 
these native canaries may not be improper here, as there is 
nothing of the kind in the text ; and it will be useful in 
pointing out the differences occasioned by captivity and 
domestication. 

Their size is the same as that of the domestic bird, but 
their^ form is thicker and more compact. The head is 
thicker ; the feathers which cover it, as well as those of the 
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top of the neck and back, are grey on the edges and brown 
in the middle : the crupper, sides of the head, forehead, 
throat, front of the neck, and chest, are of a yellow green, 
varied on the flanks with brown marks ; a whitish tint pre- 
vails on the belly in its lower part, as well as on the smaller 
wing-coverts, and on the under tail-coverts ; but the upper 
resemble the crupper. An embrowned shade prevails on the 
greater wing-coverts and quills, and on those of the tail. Their 
external edge is yellowish green. The bill is horn-coloured, 
and terminated with blackish ; the feet are brown. The tints 
of the female are less lively. 

Such is the canary-bird in its natural state, the type of 
those numerous varieties attributable to the varied influences 
of domestication. 

It would be endless to enumerate all the changes which 
such influences produce. No less than twenty-eight perfect 
varieties are enumerated by connoisseurs, independently of 
the wild canary just described, and of that which is fully and 
entirely of a jonquil yellow, which is generally the most 
esteemed. To enter into descriptions of all those, would 
neither suit our limits nor our plan. But as the canary is a 
bird in such general estimation, we shall hazard a few more 
observations concerning it. 

Great variations of disposition and temperament are 
observ^able among canary-birds. Some males are of a melan- 
cholic and sombre temperament, apparently bloated, singing 
rarely, and when they do sing, in a lugubrious tone. They 
take an infinite time in learning whatever is attempted to be 
taught them, never know it but imperfectly, and generally 
forget it after the first moulting, or the first malady with 
which they are seized. They are so much chagrined at being 
covered up from the light, during the period of instruction, 
that they often perish. To draw them out of this apathy, 
old canaries are brought as their instructors ; and these being 
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ardent and full of vivacity, rouse them up a little, and they 
begin to sing and show some symptoms of animation. These 
same individuals are naturally uncleanly. Their feet and 
tail are almost always dirty, their plumage neglected, and 
never smooth. Such males cannot possibly be agreeable to 
the females. Of a melancholic character, they cannot enliven 
them with their song, and seldom ^attempt it, even when the 
young ones are about to come forth. These last are seldom 
better than their sires. Besides, the least accident which 
happens in their little household, makes them taciturn, and 
saddens them to such a degree, that they are ready to die. 
Such birds should be rejected by those who are desirous of 
raising and educating a brood of canaries. 

Others are of so mischievous a disposition that they will 
kill the female which is presented to them. But these 
mauvaU sujets sometimes possess qualities which atone a 
little for their mckedness, such as a melodious song, fine 
plumage, and great familiarity. It may be remarked, that 
the more mild, free, and playful the canaries, either male or 
female, ai*e with their master, the worse they discharge their 
domestic duties ; something like the bon^ivants and heUesprits 
of either sex in our own species. Such birds as these should 
be preserved, but not paired. There is, however, a method 
of taming the perverse character of a male of this kind. For 
this purpose, two females are selected, a year older than him- 
self. These two females should be encaged together for some 
months, so as to become very familiar, and not to fight when 
they find themselves placed with a single male. About a 
month before the hatching time, they are let loose together in 
the same room ; and when the coupling time arrives, the male 
is put in along with them. He will not fail to attack and 
begin to fight with them. But they will unite for their 
mutual defence, and end by subduing him, and compelling 
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him to love. These forced alliances are sometimes known 
to succeed better than the others. 

Other males again, are of so barbarous a disposition, that 
they will destroy the eggs, and often eat them in proportion 
as the female lays them ; or, if these unnatural fathers 
do suffer the females to sit, scarcely do the little ones 
appear before they seize them with their bill, and drag them 
about the aviary until they are all dead. To remedy the 
former evil, the first egg which the female lays must be taken 
away, and one of ivory substituted in its place, and the same 
done for the second the following day, the moment it is laid, 
so that the male cannot break it ; and this plan must be per- 
severed in to the last. Then the female, having no further 
need of the male, he may be shut up in a separate cage, and 
placed in or near the aviary during the whole time that she 
is hatching. The eggs, according as they are taken away, 
should be placed in a little deal box, filled with vitreous sand, 
so as to preserve them freshly, and prevent them from being 
broken. As for the male, who does not touch the eggs, but 
kills the young, he also should be placed in a separate cage, 
and in a similar position, the evening before the young are 
about to be disclosed. There is no fear that the privation of 
his female will cause him any ennui or disgust, or that she 
will abandon her brood. If she be of a good race, she will 
educate them very well without his assistance. But as soon 
as the little ones are taken away for the purpose of feeding 
them by hand, the prisoner may be let loose, and restored to 
his female. The same process should be adopted at every 
hatching. One would think that canaries of such a disposi- 
tion ought to be rejected altogether ; but such means will 
succeed when persons are absolutely desirous to have a brood 
from them. 

We may further remark, that among the canaries, some 
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individuals always remain wild, of a rude and fierce nature, 
and a tameless, independent character. They will not suffer 
themselves to be touched, nor caressed, nor governed, nor 
treated like the others. Such canaries would certainly thrive 
if they were at full liberty. A narrow prison, such as a 
cage, will not suit them. They should be kept in a large 
cabinet or an aviary, in the open air. However, if it be 
absolutely necessary to confine them in close quarters, they 
should not be meddled with, after they are fixed in one place, 
but simply furnished with the necessary food, and allowed to 
live according to their fancy. 

Some males are of a weak habit, indifferent to the females, 
and always sick after the nestling. They should never be 
paired ; for it is to be observed, that the little ones always 
resemble them. There are others which beat the female to 
make her come out of the nest, and hinder her from hatching. 
Those are the most robust, the best for song, and often the 
finest in their plumage, and the most docile and familiar. 
They should either have two females, or be treated like those 
which break the eggs or kill the young. 

In fine, there are some canaries, which are always gay, 
always singing, of a mild character, and happy disposi- 
tion, so familiar that they will take from the hand, and even 
from the mouth, all that is presented to them ; good hus- 
bands, good fathers, susceptible, in short, of every good im- 
pression, and endowed with the best inclinations, they amuse 
the female incessantly with their song, and take so much 
care of her, that they feed her every moment, soothe her in 
the painful assiduity of hatching, seem to invite her to change 
her situation, often hatch themselves for some hours in the 
day, and feed the little ones the moment they are disclosed. 
Besides these excellent domestic qualities, they are suscep- 
tible of a more perfect education ; they easily learn airs from 
the bird-organ or flageolet, and execute them in a more 
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elevated key than the others. It is from such that the species 
must be judged, for they are by far the most common ; and 
even the bad disposition of those which break the eggs or kill 
tlie young, is often only apparent: it proceeds from their 
amorous temperament — from the desire of enjoying the com- 
pany of the female more fully and exclusively. The best 
mode of managing these, is to place them in an apartment 
exposed to the sun, and facing the east, in winter, and to have 
more females than males. Thus, while one hatches, they seek 
another. When the females are less numerous, the males will 
fight desperately ; and it is said that when they see one male 
tormenting a female, the others will beat him for the purpose 
of taming down his ardency. 

The same differences of character and temperament may be 
remarked among the females. The females of a particular 
race, called agates, from their colour, are the most feeble (as 
are also the males), and often die upon their eggs. They are 
full of whims, and often quit the little ones to give themselves 
to the male. Some females, such as the grey, are so idle, 
that their nests must be made for them ; but they are gene- 
rally good nurses. 

These birds evince very strong natural sympathies, and 
sometimes antipathies, which nothing can subdue. The sym- 
pathy of a male may be known by putting him alone in an 
aviary, where there are many females, even of a colour dissi- 
milar to his own. In a few hours he will make choice of one, 
and will not cease, for an instant, to shew his attachment by 
feeding her, while for the others he evinces the greatest possi- 
ble indifference. He will even choose a female without seeing 
her. It is sufficient that he should hear her cry, and he will 
not cease to call her, although others may be with him in the 
same cage. This penchant sometimes becomes fatal to the 
male, who has been known to die of grief, if the female be- 
longed to another master than his, and could not be procured 
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for him. The same observation is also applicable to the 
females. 

The males, however, exhibit more marks of natural anti- 
pathy than their companions, and cannot couple, indifferently, 
with all sorts of females. If the female which is presented to 
a male, does not suit his taste, all possible care and attention 
will be of no avail to reconcile him to her. They will quarrel 
every instant, and fight incessantly. Their antipathy conti- 
nually grows stronger and stronger ; so that this ill matched 
pair, if left together, will soon cease to eat, grow emaciated, 
and die. To assure one^s self of this natural aversion, it will be 
only sufficient to separate them, to allow them to repose a 
few days, and then to let them both loose in a large aviary, 
where there are several males and females. They will soon 
be seen in a few days, each attaching itself to another, and 
pairing with as much promptitude with it, as if they had 
been always together. The mutual antipathy between the 
two former is still observed to exist, for if any dispute arises 
in the aviary, this couple is sure to be in the midst of it, 
fighting on opposite sides. This antipathy is very remarkable 
between canaries of different colours. If one of a brilliant 
colour has lost his female, he will display a most invincible 
aversion for a female of another and more sombre hue — such 
as the grey. 

There are some canaries, but few in number, which do not 
sympathize with birds of their own species : their antipathy 
is so great, that they cannot be brought to pair with any, and 
will die sooner than couple. These individuals always re- 
main sterile and inactive. There are more males than females 
thus constituted. They are usually, too, the best singers, 
and the most long-lived birds. Forced alliances, especially 
in such cases, ought always to be avoided ; the only result 
will be fruitless eggs, and, not unfrequently, the destruction 
of the individuals so paired. 
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There are some, in fine, especially males, which have so 
great an aversion for their own species, that they cannot en- 
dure, them even in the neighbourhood. If they but hear each 
other sing, they instantly give symptoms of the most violent 
rage, and endeavour, by all means, to escape from their 
respective cages, to tear one another to pieces. If they are 
not put at a sufficient distance to prevent hearing, they will 
fall sick, and irretrievably perish. This malady is the more 
difficult to cure, as its cause is frequently unknown. It is 
manifested by one canary ‘‘s replying to another in the neigh- 
bourhood by clapping his wings, and shewing every symptoiii 
of fury. 

The ardour of the male is shewn, as in all other birds, by 
the extension of the voice. In the female this is not the case. 
But love appears to be of a more permanent necessity with 
her, for she will fall sick and die, if , deprived of her com- 
panion. 

Birds, which occasionally evince such a decided antipathy 
among themselves, could hardly have been expected to sym- 
pathize with species totally different, such as the goldfinch, 
linnet, or siskin — still less with the bunting and the chaffinch, 
which feed in a different manner, and can neither administer 
food to the female canary, nor assist her in the education of 
the young. Y et so it is, that all these birds, however dif- 
ferent, and apparently remote from the canaries, will produce 
with them, if proper pains be taken. It is always in the males 
that tlie most marked antipathy is observable ; accordingly, 
the experiment is in general most likely to be successful with 
a male of a strange species and a female canary. Notwith- 
standing this, if it be possible to couple the male canary with 
a female goldfinch, linnet, or any other finch, the males will 
be handsomer, and will sing better, because the male is more 
predominant in the race than the female. When such alli- 
ances are projected, the canaries should be separated altoge- 
ther from any of their own species. If a male be tried, one 
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of two years old should Tbe taken, which has never coupled 
with females of its own race. The same should be done with 
the female, according to some writers, but others say it is not 
absolutely necessary. It is probable that they will not couple 
for the first year, but that is no reason for despair. Differ- 
ence of plumage, of cries, of song, certain disparities in habits 
and manners, are obstacles which nothing but the greatest 
ardour can overcome. They are also most difficult to be van- 
quished on the part of the male canary, on which account it 
is better to make use of females in such attempts ; they will 
also, assuredly, produce with the males of all the birds above 
named ; but the male canary is not equally certain with the 
females of the aforesaid species. The female canaries seldom 
produce with strange species, but from the age of one up to 
four years ; but with their own males, they produce up to 
eight or nine years old — the streaked race excepted. 

The siskin, the goldfinch, and the linnet, are those respect* 
ing which the production of the female with the male canary 
is best authenticated. If mules are desired from these birds, 
they must be taken on the nest, brought up by hand with the 
canaries, fed on the same aliment, and kept in the same aviary. 
The goldfinch, for example, which is generally chosen in pre- 
ference, should be kept from hempseed, and accustomed, as 
soon as he is able to eat alone, to millet and rapeseed, the 
ordinary food of the canaries. Without this, a risk is run of 
losing one or the other, in changing their diet. If hempseed 
be suddenly taken from a goldfinch accustomed to it, to give 
him the ordinary food of canaries, the change will make him 
ill, and may cause his death. If, on the contrary, you leave 
him the hempseed, the female canary will eat so much of it, 
that she will get a fever, and probably die. What is said of 
the goldfinch h applicable to idl other birds destined for the 
same purpose. It is also recommended, in the case of the 
goldfinch, to cut the extremity of his bill dexterously, for 
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about the thickness of a halfpenny , or not quite so much. If 
some drops of blood should follow, there is no occasion for 
apprehension. It may be staunched with a little saliva, mixed 
witli pulverized sugar. This operation, however, should only 
be performed on those goldfinches whose bill is very pointed, 
which often happens in captivity. This is absolutely necessary, 
because this bird, pursuiug the female, may wound her with his 
sharp bill, and prick the little ones in disgorging to them their 
food, which wdll destroy them. This inconvenience never takes 
place with goldfinches at liberty, for their bills are never so 
pointed, as the bills of the caged birds. If a female goldfinch 
is paired with a male canary, she should be two years old, 
for it is seldom that she lays in the first year. These birds, 
naturally wild, should be rendered as tame and familiar as 
the canaries, which may be accomplished by putting them in 
a low place, where there is plenty of company. It must not be 
imagined that all the mules which result from this alliance 
will be handsome. Of some, the plumage is of a very com- 
mon kind, and the song very inferior. It would be useless 
to give any description of them, for they vary ad infinitum^ 
and no description would suit any but the individual de- 
scribed. It is sufficient to say, that it is constantly observed 
that the mules resulting from these mixtures resemble the 
father in the head, tail, and limbs, and the mother in the 
rest of the body ; and that the mules which come from the 
male linnet and female canary, have neither the white colour 
of the mother, nor the red of the father, as some have pre- 
tended. 

The union of canaries with siskins, whether males or 
females, requires less attention. It is enough to let loose one 
or many of these birds, but always of the same sex, in a 
chamber, or large aviary, with canaries, and they will soon be 
seen to couple. We have said, of the same sex, because when 
the sexes are different the birds will naturally prefer their 
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own species. The goldfinch, on the contrary, will only pair 
with the canary in a cage ; to the linnet, greenfinch, and 
bullfinch, the cage and the aviary are indifferent. The com- 
monest mules are produced from the linnet, the greenfinch, 
and the siskin, and the most esteemed of these, for song and 
beauty, are those from the male canary and a strange female. 
The mules from the greenfinch are in general of a bluish 
colour, and the males sing very badly, especially if the 
father be a greenfinch. The male mules from a linnet sing 
much better, but their plumage is very ordinary. Those of 
the siskin are small, and sing badly. Those from the bull- 
finch are susceptible of a perfect education, and their plumage 
is singular ; but this alliance rarely thrives. The male feeds, 
it is true, like the canary, and pays much attention to the 
female. But she dislikes and flies from him. His cry, and 
the opening of his wide bill, frightens her. It is necessary to 
choose a vigorous female or male, which has been brought up 
with bullfinches, and has never coupled with a bird of its own 
species. 

To have fine mules and good singers, they should be of 
the race of the goldfinch. This bird should be chosen robust, 
gay, ardent in singing, and of a fine plumage. A goldfinch 
even taken in the net will couple, but he must at least have 
passed a month with the canaries, and be accustomed to their 
food from the moment he is taken ; for had he been previously 
fed on hempseed, and suddenly deprived of it, he would 
assuredly perish. After coupling, and when the young are 
produced, the goldfinch, whether cock or hen, should receive 
thistle-seed from time to time, for these birds are extremely 
fond of this seed, and it may be considered as their primitive 
and essential aliment in a wild state. Groundsel is also suit- 
able to them, and may be substituted for the thistle-seed when 
the latter is not mature. If a linnet be chosen, it should be 
a male, for the experiment with a female is rarely successful. 
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Chaffinches and buntings are extremely difficult to make 
unite with canaries. M. Vieillot says, that he knew but of 
one example of a female of these species having produced 
fruitful eggs with a male canary. From these facts it would 
appear that the siskin, male or female, will produce equally 
with the cock or hen canary ; that the hen canary produces 
easily with the goldfinch, less easily with th| linnet ; that it 
can produce, but not easily, with the male chaffinch, bunting, 
greenfinch, and sparrow, and, very rarely, with the male bull- 
finch ; but the male canary will not produce easily, except 
with the female siskin, hardly witli the goldfinch, and not at 
all with the others. It appears also, from observation, that of 
all birds coupled with the canary, the serinfinch, or green 
canary, as it is sometimes called, has the strongest voice, and 
is most vigorous and ardent for propagation. It would also 
appear that it is the only one whose mules are fertile, which 
argues a close affinity, if not identity, of species. The siskin 
and the goldfinch are neither so vigorous nor so vigilant. 

The mules sing longer than the canaries, are of a more 
robust temperament, and their voice is stronger and more 
sonorous. But they learn foreign strains with greater diffi- 
culty, and always whistle them imperfectly. All the young 
mules should be placed under old canaries, of a fine voice, 
and fond of singing, to instruct them, and serve as music 
masters. The same thing should be done with the young 
canaries. There must be always, either in the aviary, or near 
it, three or four old canaries that are good singers. Accord- 
ing to the observation of Pcre Bougot, there are more males, 
among the mules than females, for in eighteen young mules 
from a female canary and a goldfinch, there were sixteen 
males ; but this fact requires further authentication, from re- 
peated observations, before we can venture to generalize it. 
These mules, as we have said, are stronger, and have a more 
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piercing voice and greater breadth than the pure species. They 
alsor live longer, if not employed in attempts to propagate. 

It is pretended, that those bastard birds - which come from 
the mixture of canaries with siskins, goldfinches, &c. are 
not sterile mules, but fertile mongrels, which can unite and 
produce not only with their paternal and maternal races, but 
also with each other, and give birth to fruitful individuals, 
the varieties of »which may also mingle and be perpetuated. 
Sprenger assures us, after many observations, of the truth 
of this assertion. It is also the opinion of Hervieux, who 
has seen the father, the mother, and the young of this second 
race ; and he tells us that ‘‘ nature never produced any 
thing so fine in this kind.’’ It would appear that this pro- 
duction, if real, depends on many circumstances, which it is 
impossible to ascertain, and still more so to point out pre- 
cisely. M. Vieillot tried experiments in this way, and used 
every possible means, for more than twenty years, without 
success. He also consulted in Paris a great number of 
amateurs, and of bird -dealers, who might be relied on, who 
sell every year a great number of mules from the goldfinch 
and hen canary, either born in Paris, or brought from 
Amiens, where the handsomest are bred ; and all certified 
that these mules were unfruitful, and that they never knew 
an example of the contrary, in spite of the reiterated 
attempts which they had made every year, but to no pur- 
pose, to produce one. The male mule will, it is true, couple 
with the hen canary, and vice versa^ and also bestow all the 
necessary attentions ; but nothing but barren eggs is the con- 
sequence. The result is similar from the junction of the 
mules themselves, and it is the same with those which pro- 
ceed from the linnet, the siskin, the greenfinch, and the 
bullfinch, and the same remark may be applied to birds of 
every other order, genus, and species. It is the same with 
the mules of the white or collared turtle dove and the 
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common species, with those of the cock pheasant and the 
common hen, the duck of India and our domestic breed. ^ 

For the breeding cage given to the canary, the most con- 
venient is that which is long, wide in proportion, and of a 
good elevation ; so that the bird may have room to fly and 
move about, by which means it becomes stronger and more 
robust. It should not have drawers at the two sides, like 
other bird-cages, for it is necessary that the little prisoner 
should always be plainly seen. The drawers should be 
j)laced below' on the ground of the cage, and made to draw 
out together. They should, moreover, be grilled over inside 
the cage at certain intervals, so that the bird, being only able 
to pass its head, cannot overturn its food and drink. A 
cage thus constructed presents many advantages: — 1. The 
bird cannot conceal itself from view by any movement. 

2. It has not its food so constantly under view when it is 
perched upon the sticks : it eats less frequently, and grows 
less fat, which prevents diseases that result from over eating. 

3. It is a great advantage to the birds, when indisposed, or 
any thing is the matter with their feet, to find their food 
without being obliged to mount on the perches, where fre- 
quently they cannot sustain themselves. 

The best breeding cages are those whicli are constructed of 
oak or hazel wood, and the bottoms and drawers of which are 
all of a piece. Those of deal are cheaper, but have one 
great inconvenience: after a year’s wear they are apt to 
warp, and afford a retreat for mites and bugs. The four 
faces should be of iron wire, with two doors at the two sides, 
as large as the middle one. Such a cage is preferable, 
because the birds may always be seen in it, in whatever posi- 
tion they may be. The two doors serve to facilitate the 
passage of the canaries from one cage to another without 
touching or frightening them, if the change be necessary for 
any purpose. With a number of cages of this construction, 
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a large aviary may be formed by joining them together, and 
opening all the doors of communication. The birds also, by 
being thus discovered, become more familiar, and are secured 
from many little accidents which might occur to them in 
more obscure places. 

The time for the first nestling should never be hurried. 
It is usual to allow these birds to couple about the 20th or 
25th of March, and even sooner, but it is better to wait 
until the middle of April ; for when they are put together 
in a cold place, they often grow disgusted with one another ; 
and if by chance the females have eggs they abandon them, 
unless the season grows warmer : then an entire breed is lost 
by hurry and impatience. 

In pairing them, you put at first a male and female in a 
small cage, which suits them better than a large one, as they 
will sooner form in it an intimate acquaintance. They 
should be left there eight or ten days, and then you will 
know whether they agree together. After fighting, which 
usually takes place between them during the first day or so 
of their domiciliation, they will be seen to form a friendship, 
by picking gently with their bills. You then transfer them 
to the breeding cage which is destined for them, and which 
is provided with every thing needful for their little house- 
hold. Although these birds will hatch in any situation in 
which their domicile is placed, its best position is facing the 
east. The father and mother are more lively and in better 
health ; and the little ones profit more in one day in this 
aspect, than in two in any other. A southern or western 
aspect heats their head, engenders a quantity of mites, and 
makes the females sweat, and suffocate their progeny. That 
of the north is prejudicial, for even in summer the wind 
which blows from this point causes death to the new-born 
young, and even to the old. An obscure place renders them 
melancholy, and gives rise to abscesses which destroy them. 

VOL. VII. p p 
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In fine, they must be approximated as much as possible to a 
state of nature. In their native country the canaries remain 
on tiie borders of little streams, or humid ravines. They 
must not therefore be allowed to want water, both for drink- 
ing and bathing. As they are aborigines of a very mild 
climate, they should be sheltered from the rigour of winter : 
still, having been long naturalized here and on the continent, 
they can bear cold, and it will be sufficient to lodge them 
in a chamber without a fire ; and it is not absolutely neces- 
sary that the windows should be glazed. They will thrive 
better so, than in a chamber with a fire. 

The little ones produced from canaries of a uniform 
colour, resemble the parents. We must not expect from a 
male and female of a grey colour, young ones of any other. 
It is the same with all the other varieties, with the is^ahella^ 
the white^ the yellow^ the agate^ &c., all produce their 
similars in colour. But when these different races are 
mixed, some very beautiful and rare birds are the result. 
The most complicated and elegant individual varieties may 
be produced ad infinitvm. 

The male is sometimes paired with two females ; for this 
he must be strong, vigorous, and very lively. These quali- 
ties may be recognised by his incessant movements in his 
cage, never resting for a moment, and singing in a very 
elevated key for a long time together, and frequently. The 
choice being made, there are two small cages, in each of 
which is one female : they are placed so as to communicate 
together by one door, and the male is let in. A single cage 
may also be employed, but it should be large, and have a 
separation in the middle, that the two females may not see 
each other when hatching. Such unions take place natu- 
rally in a large aviary or cabinet. Four vigorous males will 
suffice for a dozen females. 

The canaries usually receive, to make their nests, the hair 
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of deer, which has not beeiTcBaployied for any other fmrpos^, 
moss, divided cotton, flax, dogVgrass, and m little dry and 
fine hay. Of these materials, there are scarcely more than 
two of which they can make use with advantage-^-4he fine 
hay, to make the body of the nest, and a little moss, dried in 
the sun. When the nest is made, you may give them a pinch 
of deer’s hair, but only during the first brood, because the 
heat is then not considerable ; but this material must be 
avoided afterwards. This hair is too heating, and will make 
the female sweat, and suffocate the young, when they are just 
bom. If the cotton and flax be not cut very finely, they are 
apt to embarrass the feet of the hatching bird ; and if she 
rises with vivacity, she may carry off the eggs and nest along 
with her. Some use a sort of dog’s-grass, which is a 
very proper material for the construction of the nest. The 
finest must be chosen, and well cleared of dust ; it is best 
to wash it, and dry it in the sun, then cut and scatter it in 
the cage. The dog’s-grass alone will be sufficient, and will 
give the nest a form and solidity not to be expected from 
other materials. Besides, the same will serve for several 
times : it only wants to be washed in boiling water, every 
time it is to be used. 

Three kinds of little balls or baskets are given to the 
canaries as receptacles for their nests— of osier^ of wood, and 
of clay. The first should be preferred, but it should 
not be too large ; the two others heat the female too 
much. The nest, too, made in the wood, holds badly, 
and the male or female often drag it away with their 
claws, break the eggs, or overturn the young. But one 
pannier at a time is given to them, for if* they receive two, they 
sometimes carry the materials into one, sometimes into ano- 
ther, and amuse themselves for some time before they seriously 
begin to make the nest. About ten days after the birth of 
the young, they may receive the second, which should be 
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placed <Mi the opposite side, because the females then begin 
to occupy themselves about a new brood, though they are 
still feeding the young of the former. Some varieties of the 
canary are so idle, that it is better to make the nest for them ; 
if they do not find it to their taste, they have only the trouble 
of setting it to rights. 

Too much precaution cannot be used in the choice of food 
for these little birds ; to give them too much or too little, is 
equally injurious. One should also know the proper food to 
give them, and the proper time for feeding them, with a par- 
ticular food ; what is proper in one season, is often poison in 
another. When they can eat alone, their usual food is rape- 
seed, millet, grass-seed, and hempseed ; they are mixed in 
the following proportions : half a pint of hempseed, as much 
of grass-seed, a pint of millet, and six pints of rapeseed, well 
fanned ; the whole mixed together. This mixture should be 
kept in an oak-box, well closed, to prevent any dirt from fall- 
ing into it ; a sufficient quantity to last two days is put into 
their drawer. Some persons give them nothing but rape- 
seed, but this is not sufficiently nourishing ; it makes them 
melancholy and thin, especially the young of the last brood, 
which are not so robust as the others. Some give them hemp- 
seed in abundance, particularly when they couple with gold- 
finches, siskins, &c, : but this aliment is actual poison for 
them when it is not mixed with others, and that in small 
quantity. Moreover, all these seeds should not be too fresh, 
otherwise they may produce maladies. 

When the canaries are coupled, they give them, beside 
these grains, a little simnel, or some hard biscuit, particularly 
when it is observed that the female is ready to lay. They 
give them besides, for the first eight days, a considerable 
quantity of lettuce-seed ; this purges them. 

The most difficult time to manage the canaries is when they 
have young ones. The evening before they should appear, 



ORDER PASSERES. 


293 


which will be on the thirteenth day of the female’s hatching, 
the fine and sifted sand, which ought to have been put at the 
bottom of their cage on their first entrance, must be changed. 
This sand is useful, because if the female lays, as she will do 
sometimes, at the bottom of the cage, the egg is not injured ; 
and also, as she often happens, in rising too quickly fit)m the 
nest, to carry off the new-born young with her, they, falling 
on the fine sand, are not wounded. Having changed the 
sand,* the perches must be cleaned, the drawer filled with 
fresh grain, the old being removed, and fresh water put into 
their trough, which must be well cleaned first. All this 
should be done at this time, that the birds may not be tor- 
mented during the first days after the birth of the young. 
They should also have a little biscuit, or something of the 
sort, pretty hard, to prevent them from eating too much. 
While this aliment lasts, nothing else is given to them. It 
may be succeeded by a kind of paste, composed of hard egg, 
white and yolk, hashed very small, with a morsel of simnel ; 
the whole pressed with the hand, and put into one small 
saucer, and in another some rapeseed, steeped in water, or 
rather on which boiling water has been poured, to remove its 
roughness. Sugared biscuit, say the connoisseurs, ought to 
be rejected, as too heating, and either making the eggs 
unfruitful or the young feeble and delicate. 

Many other precepts regarding food and treatment, are 
laid down by authors, but we omit their notice, in the fear of 
becoming tedious. It may be observed, that many of them 
should not be literally followed, being more prejudicial than 
useful to the health of our little prisoners. Too much care 
and attention are just as bad as negligence. A diet, properly 
regulated, of rapeseed and millet ; water, once or twice a-day, 
in summer, and from one day to another, in winter ; some 
green plant, from time to time ; pounded oats : and, above all, 
careful cleanliness, will be found to suit them best. 
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There are some females which never lay ; others which have 
but one brood, and which having laid their first egg, rest, 
and do not lay the second for two or three days after. There 
are others which have but three, of three eggs each, laid in 
uninterrupted succession, i. e. without the interval of a day. 
A fourth kind, which is the most numerous, has four broods, 
of from four to five eggs each, but not invariably so ; others, 
the most fruitful of all, have five and even more, if allowed ; 
and not unfrequently of six or seven eggs each. When this 
last kind of canary hatches well, it is a perfect race. 

It is proper to separate the bad eggs from the good ones, 
but it is impossible to judge with certainty on this point, 
until the female has sat for eight or nine days. Then each 
egg must be taken gently by the two ends and examined by 
day or candle light. If they appear muddy and heavy it is 
a sign they are good, and that the little ones are forming ; if 
on the other hand, they are as clear as on the day when the 
female began to hatch, it is an indication that they are bad. 
They should then be thrown away, as they can do nothing 
but uselessly fatigue the bird. By thus rejecting the bad 
eggs, two broods are easily formed out of three, when you 
have many canaries hatching at the same time. The female 
which shall find herself free, will set to work at a second nest- 
ling. In distributing these eggs from one female to another, 
care must be taken to observe that they are all good, for 
some females if they receive clear eggs will not fail to fling 
them out of the nest themselves, instead of sitting upon them. 
A greater inconvenience results, if the nest be too deep to 
allow her to do this. She will not cease to peck at them 
until they are broken, which hurts the other eggs, infects the 
nest, and destroys the entire brood. This is the case with 
the females with that arrangement of feathers which t 
French call panaches. As for the others, they will sit on 
clear as well as on full eggs. 



ORDER PASSERES. 




The most robust female should always be preferred to 
cover the extraneous eggs. ^ Some can covar £ve or six. 
Breeders recommend the substitution of ivory eggs, in the 
manner we have already described, in all cases, for by so 
doing, the young will all be disclosed together. The brood 
generally comes forth about the same hour, between six and 
seven in the morning, if the female enjoys uninterrupted 
health. If it be retarded but a single hour, it is a proof that 
she is not well, except in the case of the last egg, which is 
generally delayed for some hours, and sometimes for an entire 
day. This egg is always smaller than the rest, and we are 
assured that the young one from it always proves to be a 
male. The defenders of the above-mentioned practice, say, 
that if the eggs are left to the females, they will be hatched 
at different times, the first born will be stronger than those 
which come forth after, will consume all the aliment, and 
often crush or suffocate the last. Others find this practice to 
be contrary to the process of nature, say that it subtracts 
from the female a considerable portion of heat, and encum- 
bers her at once with five or six young ones, which, coming 
all together, disturb her. They also assert, and, after all, this 
is a matter of experience, and not of theory, that letting the 
female alone is the best way to have the brood thrive. It is 
certain, that too much nicety and too much care are often 
found more prejudicial than useful. Nature should as much 
as possible be always followed. 

The incubation lasts thirteen days. It may be retarded 
or advanced one day, from some casual circumstance. Heat 
accelerates the exclusion of the young. Cold retards it 
Therefore in the month of April, the incubation lasts thirteen 
days and a half, or fourteen days, according to the tempera- 
ture of the air. On tlie contrary, in the month of July and 
August, it sometimes happens that the young are excluded 
at the end of twelve days. It is said that thunder will turn 
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the eggs, and often kill the little ones, in the seventh or eighth 
day of incubation ; a bit of iron put into the nest is said to 
prevent this effect. The eggs ought never to be touched 
without the most urgent necessity, and young persons are too 
fond of doing this. It chills the eggs, and retards the birth 
of the young ; frequently repeated, it will prevent it alto- 
gether. 

It is seldom that canaries, brought up in an apartment, are 
sick previous to the formation of the brood. The males will 
be so sometimes, and that when their attention is most re- 
quired. In this case, they should be taken out of the cage or 
cabinet, and placed apart in a small cage. As soon as the 
malady is discovered, the proper remedy should be applied. 
The sick bird should be put in the sun, and a little white 
wine blown over his body. This is good in all cases. If the 
malady continue, and the female evince chagrin for the loss 
of her partner, another should be substituted. Some females 
do not require this, and will nurse the young without the 
assistance of the male ; but few will support the absence of 
the male for eight or ten days. The female, at all events, 
should be allowed to see him from time to time, by putting 
his little cage into the brood cage. The male should be suf- 
fered to repose for eight or ten days, and be fed with nothing 
but rapeseed, for his malady often proceeds from having 
eaten too much of the succulent food given abundantly to 
the birds at this particular time. After this, he may again be 
admitted to the female, and bis behaviour will show whether 
he is cured or not ; but if he be attacked again, he must be 
withdrawn altogether, for it is a proof that his temperament 
is too delicate. The female should then receive another male 
resembling the one she has lost ; or, in default of that, one of 
her own race, for there is always more sympathy between 
those which resemble each other, than between others. To this 
however, the is^ahdla breed form an exception, for the males 
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of that prefer females of another colour. The bird substi- 
tuted, however, should not be one that is new to the cares of 
a family. If the female fall ill, the same course of treatment 
adopted with the male should be pursued. But if she be 
hatching, her eggs should be withdrawn, and given to other 
females, which are hatching at the same time, or nearly so, 
and also the little ones, if they are too young to be brought 
up by hand, even though the male might feed, because they 
are liable to perish from cold, for the want of a mother. 

Accidents, such as breaking the eggs, will occur at times 
for want of caution. The female, instead of laying in the 
panier, will sometimes lay an egg in a comer of the cage ; 
great care must be observed in transferring it to the nest. 

The females are sometimes seized with an obstruction or 
difficulty in laying, which is attended with very grievous 
symptoms. They refuse to eat, and are sometimes so ill 
that they cannot stand on their feet. In this case a few 
drops of oil of sweet almonds should be introduced with the 
head of a large pin into the oviducts, which will facilitate 
the passage of the egg. If this do not succeed, the female 
should be made to swallow a few drops of the oil, which 
will have the effect of allaying her intense pain. She 
should then be put into a small warm cage, placed in the 
sun or near the fire until she has laid and resumed her 
former vigour. Her food then should be boiled grain, bis- 
cuit, or pinkseeds. If she still continue ill, the white wine 
should be used, as we have mentioned with the male, and a 
little of it, lukewarm and with sugar candy, should be given 
internally. Even when she is recovered, her eggs should not 
be left with her if she has laid any, for she will not return 
to the nest ; they should be given to other females. 

The female has sometimes a strange habit of plucking 
the feathers out of the young ones as they shoot out, 
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about eight or ten days after their birth. In that case, the 
young should be taken away, if they can be fed by hand ; if 
not, they should be placed along with the nest in a little 
cage in the centre of the other, between the bars of which 
sufficient space is left to allow the parents to feed them 
with facility. 

The female will sometimes perspire over the young when 
they are but a few days old, or just born, which is very 
pernicious. This is observed by the feathers under her 
stomach and belly being wet. When this occurs, they 
should be given to another female. If, however, they are 
six days old, there is no danger. 

Some females will lay three or four eggs, and then 
abandon them. This is ascertained by leaving the eggs twc» 
or three days in the cradle; and if the female does not 
return, they must be given to another. But on such occa- 
sions, as Hervieux remarks, the eggs are usually clear, 
which the female perceives, and therefore refuses to hatch. 
There are, however, some females — but this is very rare — 
that will never hatch in any case ; such females should be 
allowed to lay, and their eggs transferred to others ; still, 
they should be left for a day or two in the nest, to try 
them. 

The claws of these birds should be carefully cut from 
time to time, otherwise they may chance to be broken. 
They should not, however, be cut more than half the length, 
or the bird cannot support itself on the perch. 

There are some females which hatch very well, but will 
not feed the young. These should be immediately taken 
away and given to another female, whose young are of the 
same degree of strength. The same thing should be done 
when some in a brood are more advanced in age than others ; 
for the stronger will often smother the weaker, and eat up 
all the food. Some varieties are more careless of the family 
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than others, and from such the eggs should be withdrawn 
before the little ones are excluded, and given to more 
careful nurses. The grey canaries are the best for this, and 
their own eggs may be thrown, for the loss is not great, 
as they never produce but very common colours. The 
female mules are still better, as they are equally good 
nurses, and no risk is incurred in consequence of their own 
eggs being so very rarely productive. In the country you 
may even put the eggs of the canary into the nest of a 
wild goldfinch, removing its eggs, having first ascertained 
that they are in the same stage of incubation, which is easily 
done by breaking one of them. The goldfinch will hatch 
the others ; and when the young are fit to be fed by hand, 
you may take them away. The adopted father and 
mother will even continue to feed them if you place the 
nest in a low cage in the neighbourhood ; for this purpose 
the goldfinch is the best bird, for linnets and chaffinches will 
abandon their nest if the eggs be touched. The cliaffinch 
indeed can distinguish strange eggs, and will fling them out 
of the nest. The greenfinch might certainly feed the young 
canaries, as it disgorges in the same manner as their own 
species ; but the nature of its food is destructive to the 
canaries. 

If a female fall sick or abandon the young a few days 
after they are excluded, and you have another female to 
give them to, you may take a nest of very young sparrows, 
and put a few of them in with the little canaries, to keep up 
their natural heat. They should be covered with a little soft 
lamb-skin, if the weather be cold, and fed carefully. As for 
the sparrows, their food should be of an ordinary kind, to 
prevent their growing too big. 

Such are the most usual accidents with canaries in a 
brood-cage ; but they are very rare if the birds are kept 
in a cabinet or large aviary. 
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Although moulting is one of the most dangerous maladies 
for the canaries, yet some males support it very well, and 
even sing a little every day ; but the majority lose their 
voice, and some perish. The moulting proves mortal to 
most females that have attained the age of six or seven years. 
Males of the same age resist it better, and live three or 
four years longer. It is less dangerous to those birds that 
are kept in large aviaries with plenty of verdure, and thus 
approximate to a state of nature. But to those cooped up 
in a narrow prison, and fed with no variety of aliments, and 
rendered delicate by too much care, it becomes a most serious 
and often fatal disorder. Such are the consequences of all 
aberrations from nature. In the wild bird, the moulting is 
only a less perfect state of health ; in the tame, a grievous 
malady, which can only be treated by palliatives, for no 
remedy has been found completely to remove it. It is, 
however, less to be feared in warm weather. The young 
moult six weeks after birth, geijlwdly speaking, but the 
weakest undergo this change first ; the strongest sometimes 
do not moult for a month after them. Tliese birds then 
grow heavy and melancholy, sleep during the day, often put 
their head under their wings, lose their down, but do not 
cast the quills of the wings and tail until the following year. 
They appear quite disgusted, eat but little, and do not even 
touch what they like best when in good health. The young 
of the latest brood suffer most, because they moult when 
the weather commences to be cold in September and October. 
They should be kept very warm, for a breath of air is suffi- 
cient to destroy those delicate birds which are bom in our 
apartments. It is otherwise with those brought up in 
aviaries. They are more accustomed to changes of tempera- 
ture, and fewer of them perish. Their temperament indeed 
is so robust, that they are scarcely sensible to cold, and may 
be seen in the depth of winter wallowing and bathing in the 



ORDER PASSERES. 


301 


snow. The bath, by the way, is necessary for all the 
canaries, and in every season. They should always, there- 
fore, be provided with plenty of water, which should be 
changed at least once a day. 

As for the pastes, &c. used for canaries, we must refer the 
curious to such works as are expressly written on.the subject. 
Properly speaking, these things form no part of natural 
history ; but a few general observations respecting the diet 
of these birds may not be out of place. 

Great judgment is required both in feeding the young 
birds, and in refusing them food. The least excess will 
destroy them, and the want of regularity render them meagre 
and emaciated, and unable to resist the eff'ects of moulting. 
Even if they escape with life from this change, their consti- 
tutions are seriously injured, and both males and females 
become weak, languishing, dull, and unfruitful. Under a 
well regulated regimen, oi^ the contrary, they will grow up 
as strong and robust whei|j||bd by hand, as under the care of 
their parents. To this care, however, they ought always to 
be left, except when destined to an artificial education. 
They should be fed almost every hour and a half, from half- 
past six in the morning till eight at night, receiving three or 
four bill-fulls each time, with a small and very smooth 
wooden skewer. 

This feeding by hand is left off in about twenty-four or 
twenty-five days, as soon as the young birds begin to peck of 
tliemselves. They should be then kept in a cage without 
perches, furnished with a little hay, or dry moss, and their 
food, for the first month, should be composed of bruised hemp- 
seed, yolk of hard egg, crumb of bread, and ripe anagallis : 
their drink should be water, with a little liquorice in it. 

Some young canaries, after feeding alone for a month, will 
fall into a languor, and require again to be fed by hand. 
This ought to be done as a sure means of getting them over the 
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moulting, which is the cause of their languor and disgust to 
food. 

The quality of the seeds given to canaries should be at- 
tended to. Under the name of rapeseed, many little grains 
are confounded, some of which are pernicious. The best rape- 
seed is of a violet colour, neither too young nor too old, and 
without any bitterness. As for millet, the whitest is the best, 
but it should not be given too abundantly, as it may make 
the birds too fat, and overheat them. Hempseed should be 
of a silver grey^ and the smallest is the best. This also should 
be given sparingly to canaries, except in the depth of winter. 
Grass-seed, or what is called ca^mry-seed, is the natural food 
of these birds in their o\^ti country. It should not, however, 
be given alone, or in large quantities, but mixed in small pro- 
portions with rapeseed. Lettuce-seed is occasionally whole- 
some, and causes evacuation. Plantain is also nutritive and 
stimulant, but should only be given from time to time. Oats 
are sometimes used, but it should.be seldom ; they are heat- 
ing, and may even suffocate. 

A word on the artificial education of canaries. The bird 
intended to be taught by the flageolet, or bird organ, should 
be placed apart by himself eight or ten days after he begins 
to eat alone and warble, which is a certain sign that it is a 
male. He must also be in good health. For the first eight 
days he should be kept in a cage, covered with muslin ; he is 
then placed in a chamber, where he cannot possibly hear any 
other bird. If a flageolet be used, the tones should not be 
too high. Fifteen days after this, the clear muslin is changed 
for green or red serge, very thick, and he is left in this situa- 
tion, until he learns his lesson perfectly. He should be sup- 
plied with two days'* provisions at a time, and only at night, 
to prevent his attention from being distracted. A prelude, 
and a single well-selected air, are sufficient. A greater num- 
ber, or too long a time, fatigue the memory. All these birds 
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are not equally apt : some leam in two, some in not less than 
six months. Too many lessons do not ensure a more rapid 
progress, but fatigue and often disgust the pupil. Five t)r 
six a day are quite sufficient — two in the morning, two in the 
middle of the day, and two at night. Those in the morning 
and evening are best, as there is less then to distract attention. 
The entire air should be repeated nine or ten times in succes- 
sion, with any repetition of the commencement or conclusion. 
Two birds should never be taught at once in the same apart- 
ment. 

These birds are subject to various diseases, on which, or 
their remedies, it cannot be expected that we should dilate 
largely. The most usual causes of disease to these captive 
birds, are a too rich or abundant nutriment, excess in love, 
desires not satisfied, or the cares of their little family ; pre- 
vention, in all such cases, as in every other case, is better than 
cure. It is after hatching that such maladies generally de- 
clare themselves, and the moulting is always apt to increase 
them. A bit of steel put into their water is then very useful, 
and it should be changed three times a week. 

It may be thought, perhaps, that we have been too ex- 
tended in our details respecting this bird ; but, independently 
of its beauty, docility, and talents, and the interest taken in 
it by the fairer portion of our readers, there is much in its 
peculiarities to engage the attention of the philosopher ; and 
the facility of observation which we possess respecting it, ren- 
ders our researches the more valuable and satisfactory. 

Canaries are in most general request. They are to be seen 
in the north and south of the old continent, and in America, 
from Canada to Cayenne, and most probably in every quarter 
inhabited by Europeans. It is said, that in some of the 
Antilles, they have escaped, multiplied in a state of freedom, 
and produced a new race. 

The opposite is the figure of a finch, brought to this coun- 



trv in tiu curioii'. I'olk'ctitni of tlir H(’\. Mr. Honnali, from 
M e\iro, uliicli dot's not appear to liave been liitlierto de- 
senhed. 'Idle oeneral eolour of the bird is blue vslate, but on 
the top of the head this eolour heroines nearU black ; on the 
back are several oval jxitebes, anti on the throat and breast 
ait' waved spots of the like colour; the wiiii; feathers, in 
general, art' black, or tlu->k\, >\itli a dusky yellt)w margin, 
anti the tail is nearh black. 

A specimen of this s}>ecies lias been lately set up in the 
British IMuseum, and a drawing of it is understood to be in 
the collection of the Prince jNlusignano, under the name here 
atlo])ted. 

A-« for tht' other HnchcN enumerated in the text, and addi- 
tions, we et)uld say little tm them here calculated to interest 
the reader. Little, indeed, has ])een ascertained by naturalists 
respc'cting them, and to notiei' that little would only involve' 
U'^ in tedious and uniustruet i\ e repetitions. VVe tlierefore 
pass at once to tlu' 

i])o\N -in H i)s. — Stieh is the ajiju'llation of a handsome' 
familv of' birels, found not only in Africa, but alse) in Asia. 
a> far as the* Philippine islands. This name, w hich seems to 
-lUt them well eiiougli, wlu'ther by reason of the* black wlu’cii 
pirdominates in their plumage, or their long suee'jiiug tail, 
has, liowever, been given them through mi.'*take 'J'lie Portu- 
guese gave* tliem the name of birds of from a king- 

dom of Africa, where thev are very common ; and tlie resem- 
blance of this word to tliat signifying widow in the Portuguese 
language', ]m)ve*d a source of deee*))tiou to feireigiu'rs, more 
e'speeialiv as the* latter name agreed so we*ll with many cha- 
racters of the birds. The females are never adeirned with the 
long tail, and the males have it e>uly eluring six months, 
w hie h are neit the same for all. With the* yening it appears 
to depend on the day of their birtli ; with the adult, on the 
climate which they inhabit. I'he first meiulting in which the- 
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males assume their bridal habits, and begin to sing, takes 
place in spring, and the second in autumn, or, to s[)eak mort‘ 
correctly, at the epoclis which correspond to those seasons in 
intertropical countries. After the last moulting, the males 
resemble the females so nearly, that thev may be very easily 
confounded togetlier, without that very accurate knowledge 
of them, which can only be obtaiiK‘d by frecpient and almost 
Inibitual comparison. T he females also undergo two moult- 
ings, but suffer no changes, (‘\<‘ept that in growing old ; some 
are obscTved to assume colours almost similar to those of the 
male, during the season of reproduction, ddiis observation 
was made by Mauduyt, on an individual of the species Para- 
diHea-Whidha-BunfUig^ which he preser\ed alive for a consi- 
derable time. ‘‘ In ]m)portion,’' he says, as she advanced in 
age, she became less like the male in her winter plumage, 
and more like liim in her summer dress, still she was not so 
handsome, and wanted the long tail feathers.'' 

It was tlie opinion of Montbeillard, and it has in a measure 
been fulopted by tlu* Haron, who has at least expressed him- 
self as if such were tl)e case in some species, that the.se long 
feathers were what is called a falne taH^ or a mere elongation 
of .some of llie upper coverts. This observation according to 
M. A ieillot holds true, only of one species, {Lanq'n'aiida) 
It applies very well to some long feathers of this widow^bird, 
but, as it would ap))ear, not to the others, in which the 
lengthened tail is not a develo])ement of some of the upper 
coverts. 1 hese long feathers in the paradi.sea^ regia, sere)ia, 
and pafiayemLs, are the four intermediate quills of the tail, 
which, with the other eight, for these birds have no more, 
constitute the full nund)er of twelve, which the males, 
females, and young possess at all times. If these four tpiills 
did not form a j)art of the tail, it would only be composed of 
eight ; from which it would result that the males in perfect 
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pluniaov, uould h.n r a fourth of tail foatluTs than in 
tlu'ir autuniiial habits. I>ut this is ina(lniissi])le. Ihhsson ami 
Latham roiK III' as lo tluar doscrijitioiis, in this point, with 
M \ uillot 'i’lu' lattia* ^ontU'inan assures u.s that his obscT- 
\ati(>!i L foinulinl on ri*poatc‘d (‘\aniination of inalos, botli 
(haul and h\in^, and tlial thciv can be no sort of doubt that 
the four lar^e feathers arc the intermediate (juills oi‘ the tail, 
and not soim* of the uppta* co\erts, and tliat tlu'st' same(juills 
do not difler from the otlier ei^ht, when the males arc* clothed 
in the sanu' li\erv as tlu' females. A remarb confirmalor\ 
«)f this o})inion is, that if lhi‘ lone haitlieis an* onl\ two in 
number in one spt'cies, {A'///>rrc///oM/ ), the\ are a(*companied 
b\ ten latt'ral (juills. 

Tile widow-birds, according to tra\ellers, employ nothing 
but cotton in the construction of their nest, and this nest has 
two stae'cs or stories. The male inhabits tin* upjK r, and the 
female hatelu‘s in the lowia stor\ ; but it doc's not appear, 
from an\ account, whether all tin* widow-birds construct 
Dc'sts of tins description, or wlu'ther tln^v are conlinul to a 
peculiar species ; and if so, what is that jx'culiar spt'c'ies 
On this point, tra\ellers, naturalists, and (ven ci'rtam Dutch 
amateurs, who, it is said, ha\e .succct<h‘d in getting th(‘s<. 
birds to hatch, in a state ol* capti\ it> , are all silent. 

Ib'isson, Montbeillard, and other l''rt*nch ornithologists. 
ha\ i' placed th<. widow -birds with tin* sj)arrows and chaf- 
linches, Latham and (bnelin with the buntings; but tin* 
coliformation of the bill sliows that their jii’opt r plac(' is that 
assigned them b\ theHaron. "idu- male ol* the /a'/rr/d/.sc/'/ f IL/o- 
d(ih />//;/ /bn/ y lias ratlu’r an agra cable and varied song, tlarngh 
boinewhat shar)). Wdien in his summer plumage, lu' sings with 
more fore(‘, and if ktpt in a large a\iar\, will sing in fl\ing 
These bii'ds are found on the wesltaai ei^ast of Aliiea. m 
Sem gal, and the kingdom of Angola ; their disjiosition i;, 
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gay and familiar, and they are easily satisfied as to food. By 
being kc'])t sufficiently warm, tliey might be brought to 
hatch in these countries. 

Jjevaillant observes, that this species, and also the .seroia^ 
in a certain season, furnish a conductor to the little troops of 
Senegalis and Bengalis, This conductor remains on a bush 
while the Hocks are seeking their food on the ground, and 
wlien it flies away, they all follow ; they also form flocks of 
their own s])ecies. 

L(‘vaillant tells us, that the female of ImujivamUi enjoys a 
])rivil('ge which Nature has refused to tlie females of tlie other 
sj)ecies, altliough, at a ccM tain age, slie has invested tluan witli 
the colours of tlu‘ male ; tliis is the ha\ing of the long-tail fea- 
thers whiclu tliouglv always short before, after these females 
have lost the faculty of reproduction, becomes considerahl v 
lengthened, and assumes a vertical instead of a horizontal direc- 
tion. He do(\s not inform us, however, whether the feathers 
augnamt in number or not. Another attribute t>f this temale. 
accoi’ding to this writer, is to wear at all times, afh'r the- 
prescrib(‘d ag(‘, the uniform hich is ptruliar to the malt* 
during the season of reproduction onh . From this it follows, 
that the indi\ iduals met with in this splendid livcTv, during 
the six months in which the male is in his winter costume, 
are certainly old females disguised in the male habit ; wliile 
the* males, on tlie contrary, are in the dress of the females. 
This is not the only j)eculiarity remarkable in this species ; it 
also diflers iVom all the' rest of its order by being polygamous 
Mr. Barrow tells us, that these* handsome birds live* in a sort 
of republic, wluav two males suffice for at least tliirt \ ftanales 
This fact is confirmed by M. Levaillant, w ho assures us that 
they live in societies, and construct nests miv near each 
other. A society is composed of about four-aiul-tw ent\ 
females, and either from some law of nature, or sonu* oihci 

It It 2 



308 


CLASS AYES. 


unknawn cause, the females are always nearly double the 
number of males. 

The widow-bird, of the species regia^ is the most remark* 
able for its elegance of form and charms of voice. These 
birds may be kept in properly constructed aviaries, where 
due attention is paid to warmth of situation and shelter. 
They require room for the full developement of their natu- 
rally graceful and supple motions, and gay and lively dispo* 
sition. This widow-bird delights in bathing, and at the sight 
of fresh and limpid water, testified its joy by singing. It is 
difficult, if not impossible, to make them hatch in such cli- 
mates as England and France ; but by keeping them in a 
very warm situation, they will live a good while, with proper 
care. They are not unfrequently seen at Lisbon ; but their 
native country is the African coast, generally, though it does 
not appear that they are found in Senegal. There are no 
more particulars, respecting any of the species, worth laying 
before our readers. 

The primary character of the Grosbeaks is that from which 
they are named. Their beak, in general, is extremely solid 
and powerful, and, except in the group of bulfinches, is coni- 
cal and pointed. The tongue is also strong, and has a longi- 
tudinal furrow ; the head is larger, and more fleshy than in 
the insectivorous birds in general ; the internal toe is free, 
but the three exterior are connected at their base. 

Notwithstanding these distinctive peculiarities, there exists 
considerable difficulty in separating this group of birds from 
many others ; a difficulty, indeed, not peculiar to them, but 
prevalent in every branch of zoology, whenever the na- 
tural method is attempted to be made the sole basis of 
arrangement. The Baron, it has been observed, states, 
that there is a gradual passage, without assignable interval, 
from the linnets to the grosbeaks. The latter, moreover. 
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difi^r among themselres in the relative chaareeter the grosa* 
ness of the beak, so that where the linnets shall end and the 
grosbeaks begin, must be, to a ^rtain extent, arbitrary, as 
must be also the introduction of subgenera, or minor groups. 
In many instances, it is true, generic characters are sufficiently 
marked by the hand of Nature ; but in many more, the 
passage from one genus to another or others, is so nicely 
graduated, as to be imperceptible. 

The numerous species of the grosbeaks difiFer among them- 
selves widely in habits and locality. Particular species are 
confined to particular countries; but the genus is spread 
over almost all moderate climates. The majority of them 
live in pairs only, solitary and silent ; but others asso- 
ciate in flocks, and have a pleasing song. Some resort to the 
interior of woods, while others are found in the open country, 
in coppices, or in low and marshy situations ; these construct 
their nests on the branches of elevated trees, or in the midst 
of thick bushes, while those commit their young to the shel- 
ter of some hole. In the nature of their aliment they seem 
more consistent. This, as is sufficiently indicated by the 
character of the bill, is composed principally of kernels and 
hard grains, from their facility in breaking which the word 
covcothrauatesha.^ been applied byBrisson, generally, to them 
all, though Gesner first used it, to distinguish the common 
species. .. 

The Green Grosbeak (Locoia Chloris) is frequently con- 
founded with the buntings, though destitute of that osseus 
tubercle in the bill which characterizes that genus. It is 
found in all Europe, and in northern Asia as far as Kamt- 
schatka; its favourite resorts are orchards, gardens, and 
woods, and particularly the evergreens. Some of them are, 
it seems, found all the year in France ; but many migrate, 
during winter, to the south. They are here, also, during all 
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tlieyear ; pair in May, and build thdr seat of OMWi, linad 
oith hair and feathers, g«Mrally in hedges. The eggs, fire 
in number, are of a bluish white, spetdded with brown; 
during the incubation of the fmnale, her mate is busily em- 
ployed in providing feod for har, which he disgorges from 
the crop, in the manner of pigeons ; at intervals he may be 
frequently semi flying in a circle, round above the nest, fall- 
ing suddenly, and displaying many signs of vivadity and 
pleasure. In wintw these birds associate with Ihmets, 
chaflmches, an^oil|l|8 of the order. 

They are not cbssiMed to feed at all on insects, but to 
confine themsehos |o ^MIMl trees, and 

the like. They ailH(|j|H to captivity, may be 

made very familiaiS;; ^ taught to jwo- 

nounoe words. '4\' ''v ' 

The Bing Finch, 114^9^ TO^^ice 

the Bparrow, is distinguiahriw bh' indicat^ in the text. It 
is Germany and in other parts of 

It is migratory, and asso- 
dates in flecks dunij| ^i||||t er. It builds in the holes of 
trees, and ib hiosdy att£unl||» forests, living both on seeds 
and insects. This, like the lll||a is eaaily tamed, and recon- 
ciled to confinement. 

The Common, or Haw <?rosl||k, (Lowia CoecothratMtes), 
This bird is about twelve inchp^ng. It is by no means a 
common bird even in those pd^S of Europe which it never 
quits : with us it is migratory, arriving here in small parties 
in the autumn, and quitting again in April. In France it is 
found all the year, in the woods during summer, but near 
houaea in winter. The male has a weak, unjdeasant my, 
vriiich, when the bird is hurt or angry, is not unlike the 
noiae made by a file. The haw-grosbeak builds its nest in 
a tre^ ten or twelve feet from the ground, in the aoffit 
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fimned by « iugt btinah fimm Ite tniaib It lays tmn 
Uttbb-gtem «ggt^ upolted wiUi oii«e Ivown, #id aicf ul«r 
bbi^Mt ban. Tbe ymuig ooom from the c i gyto fp «d wilii 
down, and are fed by ibdr pamaita on biaeolfc lb* old 
and fmsmg birda oo^bnie to hum om fiuafly fra ^ &nt 
awamii, feeding « mita and hard seed*, vbkh they easily 
beealc by matt of their strong billa 

These birds afibrd little to interest in a state of captivity ; 
and it seems necessary to keep timn ipart from oth«r less 
powerful birds, whom they will kill, not with the bill, but by 
pindting out the flesh with their takns. 

The foreiga eoocothiaustes of Cuvier afford little matter 
of interest beyond their specific characters, at least so far 
as observations have been hitherto made and published upon 
them. The opposite figure {F. Bella) of cme of these, re- 
markable for its beauty, is from the Museum of the Linnssaa 
Society. It is the weebong of Port Jackson, and is little more 
than three inches long. 

The bill and rump are bright red; round the eyes, and sko 
at the edge of the forehead, is a black line. The rest of 
the bird is deep ashy-grey, rather lighter on the under parts, 
traversed every whme by small transverse black bars. 

A number of real or factitious qtecies have been appro- 
priated to this division ; hut there is great uncertainty about 
many of them ; and as the primary characta: of the genus, 
the grossness of the bill, varies in degree in the sevaral species, 
a perfect monagraph of this group in the present state of 
kMwiedge, is impracticable, if not altogether hopeless. 

The foreign subgenus PirvLus, is distinguhbed, as we 
have seen, from the grosbeaks pn^r by a slight compresaioa 
hi the bill, with a convexity in the uppm’ mandible, and 
oeoasiomdly an angle in the lower jaw. 

Of the J^oktcevue Greeheaky behti^ing to this subgenus, the 



312 


CLASS AVES. 


opposite engraving is taken from a drawing from life, made 
in Jamaica, by Major Charles Hamilton Smith. This bird is 
the Purple Grosbeak of Dr. Latham. The general colour of 
of the plumage is violet-black, except the irides, a streak over 
the eve, chin, and vent, which are orange-red ; the wings, a 
deeper violet. This bird inhabits the Bahama Islands, Ja- 
maica, and the warmest parts of America, and feeds on the 
mucilage of the poison-wood berries. 

We may now turn our attention to the Bulfinches, 
(Pyrrhula). 

Here again, unfortunately, we are not less involved in 
difficulties as to the species, different authors appropriating 
them to different divisions of the grosbeaks, and distinguish- 
ing the bullfinches from the rest by different characters. 
Thus Daudin, who makes of them the fourth section of his 
Loxia^ distinguishes them by the short mandible, extremely 
convex, and forming almost a spherical cone. Temminck, 
who makes them the first division of his twenty-fourth 
genus, FriugUla^ gives for their characters convex man- 
dibles, the upper of which is bent at its point, and nostrils 
generally hidden by the feathers of the forehead. Vieillot 
treats them as a distinct genus, employing a union of cha- 
meters drawn from the different parts in which generic charac- 
ters are generally found ; and Cuvier, as we have seen, dis- 
tinguishes them only by a round and gibbous l>eak. 

The Bidjinch is found in most parts of P]urope, fre- 
quenting woods and gardens ; builds its nest either in the 
fork of a tree, not very high, or in a bush, generally the white- 
thorn. About the end of April, or in May, they begin the 
affair of nidification. The nest is composed of small 
branches, interlaced on the outside, and the fibres of roots 
within. The female lays from four to six bluish white eggs, 
¥dth red or brownish spots, particularly toward the gross 
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end. Besides the buds of trees, on which these birds feed, 
they take also in summer grain and berries ; and as has been 
said, sometimes insects. Some of them migrate, but others 
remain during the winter, and then approach nearer to human 
habitations. They live five or six years. 

The natural note of this species is by no means interest- 
ing ; but when caged, its powers of acquiring distinct tunes 
is very surprising. It may be brought also to articulate 
words, and the female is equally capable of these acquirements 
with the male. They shew also more attachment than other 
small birds in general, and can distinguish strangers from 
those who take care of them. 

This species, which possesses many pleasing qualities in 
a confined state, is very destructive in a state of nature, by 
feeding on the buds of fruit-trees, especially pears, apples, 
and plums. They appear to associate in families of the 
parents and their young of the same season, an association 
not determined by the approach of winter, but which con- 
tinues until the ensuing spring, when the young pair and 
breed. A woody country, in the vicinity of hills, is their 
favourite resort. They are most usually seen on the upper 
branches of trees ; but should a hawk or any thing else 
alarm them, they descend rapidly into the middle of the 
thickest bush at hand, and remain there without uttering the 
slightest noise. In spring, on the contrary, when the family 
disperses, and the young males select their mates, they are no 
longer to be found on the tops of trees, but concealed in the 
thickest bushes, where they would escape all observation, but 
for the continual call they make use of to one another. The 
lateness in the season, compared with other birds, of the breed- 
ing time of the bulfinch is remarkable ; but even this circum- 
stance, trifling and unimportant as it may seem, of their eco- 
nomy is not without a substantial cause. The young are fed, 
in all probability, on grain, to the exclusion of insect and 
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dhrywlidm the usual food of other young birds of this ord«r ; 
and if they were halted earij in the seaaon, it ia obvioiiB 
that grain would neither be so plentiful, or so fit as ok a later 
period. 

Bulfinches that are to be taught to whistle, shoidd be taken 
with the nest when nearly feathered ; they must then be kept 
on moss, and perfectly diean. The best food for them is a 
paste made of sopped bread, hempseed, and Inruised rapeseed, 
the whole mixed up With yolk of egg ; the hempseed, how- 
ever, should be used sparingly, as otherwise it is pernicious, 
although these birds are extremely fond of it. As the young 
males, before their first molt, have nothing by which they may 
be distinguished from the females, a few feathers may be 
plucked from the breast, which will soon be replaced, and 
will sufficiently indicate the sex. The male bulfinch and the 
canary will breed together ; but there seem to be considera- 
ble patience, care, and attention, necessary on the part of their 
keeper, to effect a union. Independently of the large variety 
of the bulfinch mentioned in the text, individuals, black, 
white, and spotted, are sometimes seen, particularly among 
those bred in confinement, under which circumstances the 
deviations of nature seem most prone to display themselves. 

Bulfinches are taught to pipe with a bird-organ, or german 
flute. It is said that they are capable of improving an air 
they may have been taught, by adopting tunes and graces of 
their own ; it is much less doubtful, however, that they will 
acquire an mcorrect melody, if the teacher be inefficient or 
careless. Many of these educated birds are imported into 
this country, annually, from Germany, and afford great gra- 
tification by thefr pleasing imitative faculty. 

We insert from the pencil erf Major Smith, a figure of 
Pjffrhula Sfmgfdmroetrisj which" is the SedJbilled Grosbeak 
(LoMa) of Latham. The bill is thick, passing far back at 
the base, and deep blood-red. Forehead and chin, black. 






ommn vxmamB* 81B 

RnM of the heid> and all abore, rufous grey. Baneath, the 
hiid it pale rufous, tnclitiing ta white on Ibe breast and bdly. 
We alto gtre a variety, whose plumage is very pale asbaa 
above, the Uaek extending a little above the base of the blQ, 
over the eye, and a little irregularly behind. It barely 
trenches on the chin. From the projection of the breast to 
the abdomen is also black ; bill, not quite so deq> a red. 
This bird inhabits Africa, 

The generic characters of the Cross-bills will be found 
in the text. Liimseus and Latham have placed them with the 
Grosbeaks, but the peculiarity of the bill indicates the pro^ 
priety of a separation. 

They are found in die Northern coimtries of Europe and 
America, and inhabit by preference the large pbe forests, the 
fruit of which constitutes their principal food. They some- 
times emigrate. These birds nestle in the most rigorous 
season of the year, and have a very variable plumage. There 
are three authenticated species, one of which inhabits North 
Ammca. 

The Ccmmcn Cross-bill is extoided from the North of 
Europe, as far as Greenland. Very numerous flocks of th^ 
i^peared about sixteen ox seventeen years ago in the neigh* 
bourhood of Havre de Grace. They did a vast deal of injury 
to the apples, which they tore in pieces to oome at the pipps. 
The cross-bill is not a distrustful bird, and will aUow itself 
to be approadied pretty closely. It may even be taken by 
the hand when fatigued, and it exhibits no symptoms 
impatience in captivity. It may then be fed on hempseed, 
but that of the pine is its alimait in a state liberty. It 
makes its nest, in January, of moss and lidhien, and fastens it to 
the branches with the ream of the pine, and oovors it with this 
matter. It lays four ox five whitish eggs, picked out, spotted, 
and striped towards the gross end with blood-ied. 

S 8 S 
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The Latvia Pytiopsittaeus^ given as a race in the “ Rt^gne 
Animal,’" seems to have some claims to distinction of species. 
Its bill is stronger, more curved, and less long than that of 
tlie prece^ling, and the point of the lower mandible does not 
pass beyond the edge of the upper. This species is found in 
North America, and particularly delights in the colder re- 
gions. It nestles on the branches of the fir-tree ; and lays 
four or five ash-coloured eggs, marked irregularly with 
blood-red. 

The Let( copter a is also a native of North America, from 
New York to Hudson’s Bav. Nothing of its habits is 
known. 

There are two species of the Haiid-bills known, one inha- 
biting the North of Europe, Asia, and America, the other the 
Sandwich Islands. The first called the Pine Grosbeak^ is a 
handsome bird, and sometimes migrates from the North in 
winter. In America it proceeds, but rarely, as far south- 
ward as New York. It is more common in Canada. As it 
loves cortical seeds, it delights in forests of coniferous trees. 
Its song in spring is agreeable, and often heard at niglit. The 
nest ih placed at no great distance from the ground, where the 
female deposits four white eggs. The Flamengo is a variety 
of this. Of the habits of the Psittacea inhabiting the Sand- 
wich Islands, we know' nothing. 

The Colies live in families, and each family nestles in the 
same bush. They sleep suspended to the branches with the 
head dowm, and close pressed against each other. They w alk 
like the martins, leaning on the length of the tarsus, and 
climb like parrots, using the bill to assist them. Tliey live 
on fruits, grains, the buds of trees, and the tender sprouts of 
pottage plants. These birds belong to the old continent, and 
are found in the warm countries of Asia and Africa. Eight 
species are enumerated, of which nothing but external de- 
scription can be adduced. 
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The Beefeater is but one species, not much larger than 
the crested lark, in bulk, but longer. It is found in Senegal, 
and lives on insects, and particularly on the worms, or larvae, 
found under the skin of oxen. These birds are often seen 
perched on the backs of these animals, and other large qua- 
drupeds, wounding the skin with their bills to get at the 
worms. From this their name is derived. 

The Cassiques are birds which delight in woods, and do 
not frequent the open country. They seek their food on 
trees, bushes, and the ground. They walk with facility, and 
do not migrate like some of the following divisions. Their 
food is composed of worms, insects, berries, and grains, which 
they swallow entire. In captivity every aliment suits them, 
and they show much docility. They have an aptitude for 
articulating words, imitating the cry of animals, and learning 
tunes. Their nest is composed with art, and suspended to the 
extremities of branches. Some prefer trees on the water's edge, 
others ileserted places covered with sallies. They lay three 
or four eggs, and have several broods in the year, in all 
seasons, like most birds which are sedentary in the torrid 
zone. 

The Crested Oriole^ is a native of Cayenne, Brazil, and 
Paraguay, where it generally receives the name of yapu. 
When it is perched, it is in the habit of crying, with its 
body stretched out, its head low, the wings open, and strongly 
agitated. Its cry is very singular, and agreeably varied. 
These birds nestle in common, on trees which are on the 
borders of woods, suspending their nests to the extremity of 
horizontal branches, at some considerable distance from the 
trunk. The male and female both employ themselves in its 
construction, interlacing it with strips of the bark of the 
caroguata^ with little rushes, and many black filaments re- 
sembling the hairs of a horse’s mane. They give it the form 
of a purse, or long pouch, about thirty six inches in length. 
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ia width at its kwer part» whidh is hcuispherieal. 
entraiM» is towaids the top, and the bottom is fittasdied 
with a thick bed ci diy lavras. In tfak sfiaeies aonte indivi- 
duab .nie 'hUKar than others, whidi hat giem rise to an 
opiiii(«d» t^at ^letwmre two races differing in siae. 

Of tib«.,|lNbdt a^d TeOow Orioki called Yapw in Braail^ 
Sotmini gvm jbQim&g details 

It is m bird ibit ditti be educated with equal ease and 
pleasure. Its iuU:<ieal^jd^9idi^^ which leads it to seek the 
society of its c oii^ittil a r %^VitiS itan equal inclination to that 
of man. Its voice is diear, and scrnmnis ; and its apti* 

tude to imitate the song of' other birds, aoSd even the cries of 
different animals, ^rendters k inisceptible being taught to 
repeat airs and a variety of sounds. It cf^ eounterfeit the 
laugh of a man, the barking of a dog, tkc: ft is nptdpKcult in 
the choice of its food, and will eat almost every thitig that 
is presented to it. This bird exhales a kind of odour, which 
renders its flesh uneatable. This odour the people of Cayenne 
resemble to musk ; but it is more like that of 
reum. 

In the wild state, the yapous remain in flocks, and when 
perched on trees, lliey appear,from the variety of their native 
and imitative soimds, to be mocking the passers-by. The 
Brazilian name is expressive of their natural cry. They 
have several other names, in those countries, formed by an 
onomatopoBia of the same description. 

^ They live on insects and various kinds of grain. They 
suspend their nests to tim extremities of the branches of the 
most lofty trees, almost idwsys in open places, and near the 
water-ride. The Irirm of, these nests is that of a narrow 
cucurbite, surmomked by its alembic. They are simply 
eonqposed of dried {dents, without horsehair or any simili^ 
stdiriaiice, which son^ describers have taken for the small, dry 
iHittientts used by these birds. Many hundreds of these 
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netts be ieen suspended to the mm tree, md agitated 
bythewiad.^ 

The gmuB Phytotoma it omkted by the Btumi ia the 

Rigm Animoil^ as he had ]K>t seen any of the qpecies, and 
did not (XHisider them sufficiently authenticated. It is necea* 
sary, however, for us to notice it, as there is in the Britidi 
Museum an undoubted specimen of a new species of this 
genus, and of which the opposite is a figure. 

The generic characters of phy totoma are, a strait, conical, 
robust, and pointed bill, the entire edges of which are finely 
serrated, and well adapted for cutting plants. The tongue is 
very short and obtuse. There are four toes on the feet, three 
of which are before, and a smaller one behind. 

Of the species already admitted, which are called P. rara, 
and P. tredactyla^ it is not necessary for us to enter into any 
description here. The bird before us has the character of 
bill which we have described above, except that it appears to 
be slightly arched. The crown and occiput are deep raoronne- 
red ; chin, breast, and almost to the vent, orange-rufous ; 
plumage above, brownish-black, witli a white spot on the 
caipus, and a small white streak a little lower down on the 
wing. The tail is square, and full at the end. The wings 
extend to something less than one-half its length. This bird 
was brought from South America, and is named after the 
discoverer. 

The Tboupiales and Carouges. — “ M. Cuvier {Regne 
Animal) has divided the troupialea and carouges. But he 
gives to the first the principal characters of the bill which I 
have applied to the second, so that his troupiales are my 
carouges ; and his carouges, my l^oujuales.^' 

There are certain kinds of egotism and absurdity 
which are best exposed by aUowing them to speak for 
thaEm^ves^ When will naturalifits learn, that the proper 
objects of writing are^ to instruct, not to confuse^ 
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to enlighten, not to obscure; to remove difficulties, not 
to create impediments ; to describe their subjects, not to 
display themselves ? When will they learn, that a jargon of 
name> i^ not science; that ostentatious and trifling egotism is 
not fame ? 

We shall consider these two divisions together in a general 
way, and notice what may be remarkable in any of the 
species. For tlie preservation of the French names of the 
division, to which we were unavoidably compellc^d, we refer 
to the text, and to the passage just translated, for an 
a})olog\ . 

The Trol piales are confined to the new continent. They 
usuall\ live in pairs, and some exhibit the social instinct of 
the xauthorni, wdth which they often mingle in their emigra- 
tions. Tliey do not frequent plains, but delight in co])pices, 
wcxxls, ^c. and usually select such spots as are most thickly 
w'CKxled. They seek their food on trees and on tlie ground, 
but seldom eating any grains of the corn kind. Hieir food is 
usually com}X)sed of berries and insects. They show' as 
much art and ingenuity as the cassiques, in the construction 
of tlieir nests, if not more. 

1'lie (\Mioru,i.s b(*long to the same continent. In their 
habits thcA ha\e some analogy with the stares, with which 
tliey have been sometimes confoundc*d. They fly, at certain 
seasons, in numerous bands, and w ithdraw during a ]K)rtion of 
the day into reeds and rushes, where they also pass the night. 
Tliey are numerous in Paraguay, and remarkably social in 
their manners. Kven the sea.son of nestling does not divide 
their union, and it is common enough to see many species of 
this family assemble and labour in concert, and even join with 
very different species. Their physiognomy is animated, and 
their motions lively and indicative of distrust. They fly with 
moderate rapidity, but for a good while together, and at a con- 
siderable height. Their song is a sort of whistling. They are 
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very vigorous, walk rather with precipitation, and with the body 
nearly upright. Sometimes they are seen on the ground, and 
sometimes perched on trees. They do not seek concealment, 
and never enter the woods, or feed on fruits. Insects, grains, 
and small seeds, constitute the staple of their subsistence. 
They are easily brought up in cages. They take abundance 
of care to withdraw their nests from all eyes. These details, 
however, cannot be generalized for all the species, for among 
those who inhabit the Antilles, there are some that usually go 
in pairs, and sometimes in families ; but they apply to the 
great majority. The carouges of North America quit it at 
the approach of winter, and are the first emigrating birds 
which return thither in spring. 

We are obliged, for the sake of brevity, to pass over the 
OxYiiiiTNci and Pit-pits, to each of which our author allows 
but one species, and of which the details could jiroducc no- 
thing but tedium. We proceed to the 

Starks. — More birds liave been placed in this division by 
ornithologists than by Nature, wdiose several modes of arrange- 
ment arc occasionally found to differ. Our obser’v ations here 
must be chiefly conflned to tlie co}nmon sUirc, w hose habits are 
])est known. 

The time of reproduction with the stares commences in tlie 
early days of spring. I'lien each pair forms its selection and 
isolates ; but this union does not take place vtTv peaceably. 
The males dispute with excessive vehemence, and the female 
is the lot of the conqueror. It is at this time that their song 
is lieard, which is almost a continual chirping. Tliey have 
also anotlier cry, wdiich is a very long and sharp w histle ; this 
is usually a cry of uneasiness. Once paired, tliey seek out a 
convenient })lace for the cradle of their young, 'fhey some- 
times possess themselves of the nest of anotlier bird, sometimes 
build under the roofs of houses, churches, and even in the 
crevices of rocks. It is not certain that they construct their 
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birds of prey. ^Vhen one of the latter attacks the stares, 
that instant they close their ranks ; and whether the assailant 
finds himself embarrassed by their number, whether he is 
astounded by their cries and the noise of their wings, or 
whether he cannnot pierce them, or chuse his prey, he is 
almost invariably obliged to quit them. Noseman says that 
it is proved that the stares, when hard pressed by a bird oi 
prey, shoot their dung with such force, that the assailant is 
obliged to quit his pursuit. This remark, however, requires 
further verification, though, certainly, in the matter of ex- 
crement, the authority of Noseman ought to have some w' eight. 

Montbeillard, and several other writers, assert that the 
stares are not voyaging birds, but that they remain constantly 
during the winter in the countries where they were born. 
This is contradicted by other naturalists, who say that some 
of them change climate, and others do not. ‘‘ Those,’’ says 
Sonnini, ‘‘ seen in Malta, are passengers, as are also those 
whicli appear in the southern islands of the Grecian Archi- 
pelago, in Candia, in Egypt, and, most likely, in Barbary, 
where, Porrit tells us, they are common in tlie autumnal 
season. It is certain, that in tlie country adjacent to Rome 
thev disappear after the hatching time. At tliis epoch they 
are more numerous in the neighbourhood of Bordeaux, &c. 
in the soutli of France, than in the norlliem provinces of the 
same country. It is probable that they are erratic birds, 
drawn from place to place by the proportionate supply of 
food.“' 

The stares are plentiful through the old continent. They 
are found in Sweden, Germany, Italy, tlie north of Asia, the 
Cape of Good Hope, according to Kolben ; hut Levaillant 
denies this. They are plentiful in England at all times ; and 
large flocks of them in the winter, seem to countenance the 
idea of emigration from a colder climate. 
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They are hunted in various ways. The ancients, notwith- 
standing the badness of their flesh, hold them in some request, 
as an article of food. In Holland they are considered as a 
delicacy, and various means used to procure them. In the 
vast marshes there, frequented by the stares, it is customary, 
when night closes in, to attach to poles and spread several 
nets, each furnished with a lighted lantern. The rushes and 
reeds are then beat up, and the birds, attacked with blows of 
switches, and stunned by the noise, fly towards the light, and 
are entangled in the nets. Many hundreds are thus caught at 
a time. 

An ingenious mode of destroying them is, by inclosing 
one’s self in an artificial cow, made of osier, covered with a 
hide, and in which the imitation of nature is so perfect, that 
the birds mistake it. It is placed in the centre of a herd, 
and there the fowler may shoot hundreds of stares at his ease ; 
for tliey flock abundantly about the cattle, without any dis- 
trust, and when one falls, the others, as we have said before, 
continue flying in circles around him. 

The Loulsiayia Stare has no habits in common with ours, 
except that of frc'quenting meadows, which, with it, is a per- 
manent one. It passes its life constantly in such situations, 
where it finds both food and lodging. It never perches on 
trees, except when pursued, and never rests there long, or 
passes tlu‘ night there. Its slender head, rather compressed at 
the sides, and its elongated neck, feet, and claws, mark it as a 
native of the humid meadow. It is sedentary in Pennsylvania 
and the neighbouring countries ; many individuals, however, 
emigrate on the approach of frost. They are more numerous 
in that state in autumn ; for then those that nestle in Nova 
Scotia, Canada, and the more northern regions, quit their 
native country, find sojourn in the centre of the United States. 

These stares run swiftly, and have a lively flight. If 
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pursued, they hover, and sail off, like our grey partridge ; 
and as soon as tliey reach the ground, they squat themselves 
down at the foot of a bush, or in a high tuft of grass, always 
on the op|x>site side to the object which affrights them ; they 
ino> e the tail up and down, if undisturl>etl, and horizontally, 
if surprized. They remain in families during the winter, 
and go in pairs in the spring. Each couple appropriates a 
district, where they do not suffer others to enter. The male 
is much attached to the female, and both to tlie young. 
Their song is not disagreeable, and both male and female 
utter a sort of sharp whistle w^hen annoyed. They place 
their nest on the ground, in the midst of brambles, or tufted 
plants, and construct it with dry grass, &:c. They have but 
one brood annually, composed of five or seven eggs ; the 
young do not separate from the parent until spring. Their 
food is worms, insects, and various grains. 

The Magellanic Stare ( Sturnus MUifaris )y of wiiich we 
give a figure, is found in the Malouine Islands, on the coast 
of the strait of Magellan, and it advances into America as far 
as ]Monte A'ideo, or beyond. It forms flocks, more or less 
numerous, which seek their food on the ground, descending 
<m tlie corn-fields, and eating up the grain. 

The U\o last birds, with another, called loyca^ arc formed 
])y M. ^^icillot into a separate genus, which he names star- 
nella. 

A general analogy between the Caows, properly so called, 
the pies, the jays, the nutcracker, the temia, and the glauco- 
pis, leads us naturally to consider these birds as constituting a 
group ; and whether we view them as forming so many 
genera of that group, or treat the crows as a typical genus, 
and the rest as subgenera, is perhaps indifferent. The advo- 
cates for simplicity will adopt the one, while the stricter 
systematists will probably prefer the other. Cuvier, as we 
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have seen in the text, makes three genera of his corvine family, 
including 1. The Crow, with their several subgenera, above- 
named ; 2. The Rollers; and 3. The Birds of Paradise. 

In addition to the generij characters applied in the text to 
the first of these, we shall merely add here that they have 
t hree toes before and one behind. 

The crows proper differ from the pies and jays in their 
mode of locomotion on the ground. The former advance by 
walking, and that rather deliberately ; but the latter move 
by vigorous leaps. In the disposition to steal, and hide any 
thing they can carry off ; in the habit of laying up a store of 
provisions ; and in the imitative faculty of the voice, they all 
agree ; but in the nature of the food of each, in their grega- 
rious or solitary habits, and in the shelter they select to 
build or breed in, they differ from each other materially. 

The Raven ^ which is the largest species of its order, is black, 
but there are purplish reflections on the upper part of the 
body, and greenish tints underneath. The female is distin- 
guished by a colour less deep, by a weaker bill, and by being 
rather smaller than the male. The plumage of the young 
also, is not so decided a black, and it is without reflections. 
The tongue is black, cylindrical at the base, flatted and 
forked at the extremity ; the oesophagus is dilated at the 
point of its junction with the stomach, and forms a sort of 
gizzard, of which this bird is otherwise destitute. The stomach 
of the raven is neither muscular, like that of the gallinaceous 
and other birds, nor is it like that of the birds of prey, and 
of quadrupeds ; but, in point of solidity of its coats is inter- 
mediate between the two. Thus a small tinned tube will not 
be altered in shape in the stomach of this bird, though it will 
in that of a pigeon ; but, a tube of lead, being a softer metal, 
will be flatted in the stomach of the raven, though an ordi- 
nary membranaceous stomach will have no such effect upon it. 
In accordance with this comparative weakness of stomach in 
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these birds, vvc find that when they take grain, they break it, 
by means of the bill or feet, before they swallow it. 

Carrion and putrid animal matter, whicli they can smell at 
o^reat distance, form the basis of theftxidof these birds; when 
such, however, is not forthcoming, they live on fruits, grains, 
insects, dead fish, and molluscous animals, who.se shells they 
break against stones. It is said that they will at times attack 
living animals, as rats, partridges, frogs, Sec., and that falling 
on the back of the larger sort, as asses, buffaloes, &c., will 
seriously injure them by repeated strokes with the bill. The 
fetid nature of their food renders these birds unfit for the 
table. They were unclean to the Jews, and are generally 
considered in a similar light by most savage nations. 

Ravens, when threatened or attacked, fear neither cats nor 
dogs ; and render themselves formidable, not merely to chil- 
dren, but even to men, whose legs they will peck at, and 
wound M'ith some effect. Notwithstanding their courage, 
however, they may be brought to associate with man, and 
they liave been employed for purposes of falconry. 

They are also greatly attached to one another, and live in 
general in })airs, each pair remaining connected for several 
}ears, probably for the whole period of their lives. They 
make their nests in the crevices of rocks, in holes towards 
ihe tops of deserted towers, and sometimes on the summit of 
an isolated tree. This nest, which is very large, is composed 
exteriorly of branches and r(K)ts ; bones of cpiadrupeds, or 
fragments of hard substances, form the second coat, and the 
interior is lined with moss, ike. 3'he female lays, about the 
month of March, five or six j>ale greenish and bluish eggs, 
lined and spotted with a neutral tint ; })oth the male and 
female sit, and the incubation lasts about tv enty days. There 
may be generally found in the vicinity of these nests a consi- 
derable accumulation of grains, nuts, fruits, and other things, 
though it appears these hoards are made rather by the blind 



ORDER TASSERES. 


329 


instinctive impulse of the bird, than for the use of the young. 
These at their birth are whitish. 

It is said that the mother leaves the young for some time 
after their birth without nourishment, and that she prepares 
the first food they have for them in her stomach, in the man- 
ner of pigeons. As is generally the case with animals of a 
sort of domestic inclination, the male defends his young family 
with great courage and address, and will succeed in repelling 
the attack of the kite. 

The young arc ready about the month of May to quit the 
nest. So long as they are but partially able to provide for 
themselves, the parents bring them food during the day, and 
every evening the family reassemble in the nest, and this 
practice continues the whole summer, which has led to the 
presumption that they breed more than once in the year. 
Though not quick breeders, however, these birds are very 
long lived. When the young have attained strength enough 
to provide altogether for themselves, the old birds drive 
them from their own adopted vicinity to seek an asylum 
elsewhere. 

The raven is capable of a very elevated flight, and accom- 
modate sitself w itli ease to various temperatures ; hence almost 
tlie whole earth is open to it, and we find it accordingly from 
the arctic circle to its opposite. Its selecting any particular 
country for its residence seems to be rather the result of the 
quantity of food to be found there, or of accident, than of 
high or low temperature, or of climate. The specific cliarac- 
ters, however, of these birds are influenced by locality, and a 
disposition in the plumage to become partially white has 
been observed in such of them as inhabit high latitudes. 
Hence the varied raven, or caro/of I of Hernandez, found in 
Mexico, and the white raven of the North of Europe, are 
now considered as mere varieties of the common species. 
The corvus erticirosfra of Mauge, and the ravens with one 
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the Duchess Christine, were probably artificial iin}>ositions ; 
the latter done in the manner in which the spur of a cock is 
soinetiines affixed on the head. 

The Whife-nerked Raven of LevaUInnt (the 7'uperlne raven 
of Daudin), deserves a notice. In size it is intermediate, be- 
tween the raven and the lHK>ded crow. The bill is peculiar, 
being surrounded at the base w ith feathers, which are directed 
forward, as in the genus generally, but it is convex above 
and compressed laterally. This bird is extremely fercKdous, 
feeds on carrion, but it is apparently e(|ually fond of fresh 
animal food, for it is Siiid that it will not only attack and 
kill lambs, and small antelopes, first picking out the eyes and 
the tongue, but it even pursues the buflalo, the rhinoceros, 
and eleplumt ; and jierching on the back of these animals, 
will succeed in getting out tlie larva? of such insects as are 
deposited under the skin. 

The Carrion Crou\ which is spread over both tht‘ old and 
new continents, feeds, like the raA’ens, on jmtrid desli; to which, 
however, it adds insects, w'orms, fine grain, fruit, and eggs. 
In winter it associates w ith th(‘ rooks and hooded crow s, and 
may be seen with them on fresh turned earth, searching for 
worms, insects, and their larvae. At the approach of night 
they assemble in considerable flocks, and retire to the liighest 
trees of the forest. Karly in the spring, when the rooks 
cjuit the south of Europe in flocks, to build their elevated 
cities in the high trees in the north, the carrion crows sepa- 
rate into pairs, and proceed alone in the great work of nidi- 
fication. The nest, like that of the rook, is constructed at 
the summit of a tree of slender branches, matted with clay 
and horse-dung, and lined within with fibres. The female 
lay» four or five eggs, of a palcish green, wdth obscure spots 
and bars. 

The old birds liave great affection for their young, wdiicli 
remain a long time under their fostering care, and to wdiich 
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the parents have the address to carry the e^gs of partridges 
in their bill. They lay but once in the year, unless the eggs 
or young be destroyed by any accident. 'I’hey will engage 
with the accipitres in defence of their young and eggs. It 
is said that the conjugal union of these birds continues 
during life. 

The carrion crow will learn when doini'stieated to speak 
like the raven, and dis])lays in its general habits no small 
sagacity. It will sometimes seize chickens from the poultry- 
yard, and will also destroy such small birds as it can find in 
the fowler's snare, which it escapes falling into itself, pro- 
bably by the perfection of its sense of smell ; birdlime, or 
glue ; and meat, infused with nux-vomica, are used therefore 
to take them instead of the net. 

Wliitc and varied varieties are sometimes met with, espe- 
cially in high latitudes, as in the ravens; indeed, a great 
general analogy prevails between these sj)ccies, in nearly all 
tlieir characters, essential and indiflerent. 

A third species, the 7^oo/r, C. Fn(gil(\()us^ lias also great 
analogy with the last — indeed is not to be distinguished from it 
without consideral)le dilHculty- Tl)e ])rinci])al distinctive 
character consists in the nudity of the base of the bill, and 
of the forehead, and upper part of tlie tliroat in the rook, 
whicli parts are covered with fcalliers in the carrion crow; 
but as even this is not observable in the young birds, it 
seems likely to be rather an artificial than a natural distinc- 
tion, arising from tlie rook thrusting its beak into and raking 
the ground, and thus causing a trituration on the parts in 
(piestion, which may eflace the feathers. To recognize the 
rook, therefore, before its first juoult, we must observe that 
its bill is longer than the head, and is entirely straight ; 
while in the crow it is not longer than the head, and the 
upper mandible is bent at tlie point, and jagged towards the 
end on both sides ; the feathers, moreover, of the front part 
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full sight of ^1 from the ground, but so enveloped M 
surroundeil with branches^ tlmt when the leaves appear^ tl 
nest h quite mncealcd. It is made of small hranchoSf wel 
interlaced together^ leaving an aperture only in the side. 
The bottom of the nest is furnished with a matting of soft 
and dexible roots ; and although the diameter of the inside 
of the nest does not much exceed six inches, it is upwards of 
two feet on the outside. It is said to occupy the birds 
two months to build this nest, and M. Vieillot has observed 
that if the nest is destroyed, or the birds are prevented 
from finishing it, they either content themselves with an old 
nest of their own species, or take to an old crowd’s nest, after 
repairing the outside. The same gentleman has also noticed 
that, at the early part of the breeding season, each pair of 
these birdh begin more nests than one, though they finish 
that only in which the eggs arc deposited. 

Ordinarily they have but one brood in a year ; but if their 
young be destroyed, they will sometimes have a second, and 
even a third. The eggs, seven or eight, are yellowish-white, 
spotted with brown and grey. The male and female sit 
alternately, and tlie incubation continues about fourteen 
days. The young are bom blind, and remain so several days. 
The parents display great care of them, and continue their 
attentions, a considerable time. 

Bennefs Magpie, of which a fine specimen is in the British 
Museum, is so named by Mr. Gray, from the donor of it to 
that establishment. It is a very splendid bird, about the 
size of the common magpie. The general colour of the upper 
part is blue ; but round the eyes, on the throat, and beneath 
it, is white. From behind the eyes descends a black, irregu- 
lar stripe, which, passing downwards, unite and enlarge into 
a patch ; the cheek and throat are whitish. The two middle 
tail-feathers are nearly double the length of any of the others ; 
the lateral feathers are graduated, and tipt with white. From 
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behind the ear there arises a cretl of erect feathers^ 
which gives an additional beauty to this otherwise beautiful 
bird. 

The Jays differ from the pies principally in the bill, which 
is more hooked, and in having some long loose feathers on 
the crown of the head, which are erected when the birds are 
excited ; the tail, moreover, in these birds, is longer and more 
graduated. They may almost be said to be omnivmxms, 
living in general in the woods, but occasionally resorting to 
gardens and cultivated lands, to both of which they are 
injurious and destructive, as well by what they eat at the 
time, as by what they carry off to increase their hidden 
stores. In summer they live in pairs, but in the opposite 
season assemble in small groups. They advance on the 
ground always by leaps, and seldom or never walk. In dispo- 
sition they are very irascible, petulant, and inquisitive, and 
take their scientific generic name, garrulus^ from their con- 
stant loquacity. The nest is built in trees, generally at 
about half-way from the bottom, of sticks, interlaced together 
on the outside, cased within with mud, and lined with dry 
grass and fibres : the entrance to it is at the side. The eggs 
are white, spotted with brown and grey, and are from six 
to eight in number. 

The common jay does not seem to be very generally or 
exclusively located, and is partially migratory from the 
west and northern parts of Europe to the south east, as the 
islands of the Grecian Archipelago, and also Egypt, Syria, 
&c. Though many are thus said to migrate, it is neverthe- 
less clear that some continue in our own country and in 
France the whole year. 

The RedrbiUed Jay is a very splendid bird. The bill and 
feet are red ; the neck and breast are black ; the crown of 
the head dotted black and white ; body, above and beneath, 
3ishen ; of the tail-feathers, the two intermediate are much 
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the longest, and the lateral feathers are graduated ; they are 
blue, tipt white, and a black bar between that colour 
and the blue. Inhabits China, and is frequently rendered 
very tame and amusing. 

The Nutcracker j though a single species, has been sepa- 
rated by Gesner, generically, under the name caryocatacteSy a 
separation which has been adopted by other ornithologists. 
Linnaeus included it in his genus corvuSy nor does it seem 
to differ from the preceding subdivisions of that genus, the 
jays and the pies, in any thing but the straightness of 
the bill. 

The nutcracker, which is about the size of the jay, is 
found principally in Germany, especially in the thick and 
elevated forests of that country. Occasionally however they 
visit France in flocks, when they are observed to be extremely 
eager for food, and to fall easily into snares of all sorts. A 
few stragglers have been met with in this country, though 
rarely. They build in boles in trees, and lay five or six 
pale yellow egg$, marked with black spots. In habits and 
manners they are said to resemble the jay. 

The Corvus variansy changeable crow of Latham, which is 
perhaps more peculiar for the velvet-like black feathers which 
surround the base of the bill and the eye, than for the thick- 
ness of the bill, seems to differ in those respects only from 
th0 gfeat genus corvusy and its subdivision of pies, jays^ and 
iRltdrackers* It inhabits Java, but is not a familiar bird, 
and is found for the most part in lands recently cleared for 
cultivation. Of its nidification we know nothing. 

The Wattle-bird constitutes a genus, Glaucopis, with but 
this single species, which, as to the bill and the velvety 
feathers which surround its base, is allied to the changeable 
crow. But, in addition to these characters, the tongue is sin- 
gularly shaped, being indented into three or four angles, and 
furnished with short bristles. At the base of the under 
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mandible, moreover, on each side, is a rounds flat, blue i»ib^ 
stance, not unlike the wattle of a cook, changing by degrees 
from the base to a jfine orange. Dr. Foster first indicated 
this species, on whose habits we have little information. 

The Hollers, in certain characters and colours, have some 
affinity with the jays, but are clearly distinguishable from 
them by the attributes noticed in the text. This family is 
ccmsiderably extended over the ancient continent. We 
possess but one species in Europe, and it is very uncertain 
if there are any in America. American birds have indeed 
been indicated as Rollers ; but among such are many which 
have been very clearly recognized as forming no part <rf this 
genus. 

The rollers live on berries and insects, nestle usually in 
trees, and lay four or five eggs. 

The Garrulous Rollers^ in countries where birch-trees 
abound, prefer them to every other tree for nestling in ; but 
it is said, that where such trees are rare, as in Malta, that 
they nestle on the ground. They lay about five eggs, of a 
clear green, covered with innumerable little spots of a sombre 
colour. But M. Meyer tells us, that the roller makes its 
nest in the hollow of a tree, and that the eggs are of a 
lustrous white. Such contradictions, added to others that 
we have not mentioned, respecting the colours of the female, 
sufficiently prove how little naturalists are acquainted with 
this European bird. 

The rollers appear but seldom in the northern provinces 
of France. They are scnnetimes seen in the environs of 
Strasbourg, from which rircumstance some have chosen to 
call it the Strasbourg Jay, when in fact it is neither a jay 
nor a narive of Strasbourg. Others have called it the German 
Parrel with equal {Hupriety, far it has as little analogy with 
thit panot as with the corikrfdii^Uttnt. These rdlem come to 
Malta twice a year, in spring and jautuma. They seem to 

VOL, VII. X X 



338 


CLASS AVES. 


iiiic^rate from Africa, but they advance pretty far north, for 
thev are found in Sweden, Denmark, and the soutliern pro- 
vince> of Russia. It does not appear tliat in their passage 
they ever fix or stop in the intermediate tem})erate climates, 
for t]i(‘v are quite unknown in many considerable districts of 
Cf('nnanv and France. Montbeillard has traced their route 
fiom Smaland and Scania into Africa, through Saxony, 
Franconia, Suabia, Bavaria, the Tyrol, Italy, Sicily, and 
Malta. 

The rollers, wilder than the jays and pics, remain in the 
thickest and least frequented woods. Their mode of life, 
however, is not unlike that of those birds. Like them, and 
often in their com])anv, they may be seen in the cultivated 
fields in the neighbourhood of their retreat, seeking the same 
food. 'I'hey are said sometimes to attack carrion. In 
general, however, tliey are not considered as flesh-eaters. 
They grow fat in autumn, and are said to be then gof)d 
eating, which could not be the ca^e if they were feeders on 
carrion. The voice of the rolha* is sonorous, and, as its 
Latin name indicates, it is a garrulous bird, like the jays 
and pies. 

Tlie Rolles differ from tl)e Rollers in the bill, wings, 
and feet, which has caused our author to separate them, 
though in other points the analogy is close between the two 
Nubdi visions. We have no certain information respecting 
their mode of life. It is thought, from the size of their 
mouth, by some naturalists, that their principal food is berries 
and insects, which they swalhnv on the wing. 

There are few or no birds respecting which such absur- 
dities have been put forth, as the Bums of Pakadisk, the 
very names of which are traceable to the marvellous attri- 
butes with which they have been endowed. These tales have 
equally arisen from the wanderings of an unregulated imagi- 
nation, and from facts which were not understood. A 
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moment’s reflection on the ordinary mode in which the ope- 
rations of Nature are ])erforined, would have checked thv 
propagation of such folly- Nature, always wise and regular 
in her productions, could not have formed any species desti- 
tute of th(' means of living and perpetuating itself. Mon- 
sters are only accidental deviations from the })rescribed and 
customary succession of plienomena. 

The flrvSt birds of Paradise transported from the Austra- 
lasian regions liad no fevt, because the natives of New 
Guinea and the neighbouring islands, where these birds 
ap})eared exclusively to c*\ist, used to make certain ornaments 
of them, and deprive them of th(»se limbs which could not 
answer that especial ]nirpose. The quantity of superabun- 
dant featliers with wliich tlie sides of these birds are covered, 
must have necessarily concealed over tlie tlried skin, the 
places wliose parts had been mutilated. A little attention, 
however, might have discovered tl)e tracers of them, in raising 
the sub-alar feathers ; but tlie love of the marve'llous, and 
the fondness for conjecture [irevailed, and absurd theorit^s 
were formed, to explain Jiovv thc'se birds could live and 
projiagate in tlie air. As (luy were rarely seen at the epoclis 
of incubation, tliey were* dismissi‘d to nestle in the terres- 
trial Ikiradise, from wJiicli, without doidit, their nanu‘ was 
derived ; as in the same way, from certain virtues attributed 
to them by the soothsayers and jiriests of tlie country-, was 
derived their native name of Matiuvudv^ which signilies Bird 
of God. 

Pigafetta, who embarked in the fleet of Magellan in 1825, 
was the first navigator who ascertained that these birds had 
wings and feet like all other birds. When the islanders 
were informed that the Europeans were so tasteless as to 
prefer them in a perfect state, they began to preserve 
them accordingly. But, as for want of other means, they 
have continued to dry them, either in ovens, or hot sand, it 
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is always difficult to restore to them their original forms. 
This is the less surprising, as we are told by Helbigius, that 
after having removed the entrails, they pass a red-hot iron 
through the body, which must injure the form. 

Levaillant has remarked on this subject, that as the savages 
remove all the bones of the cranium from the birds of Para- 
dise, and dry the skin, run through a reed, these operations 
considerably contract the head, thus deprived of its support, 
and draw out the eyelids. From this, the cliaracters of small 
iiead, and eyes in the bill, scarcely visible, have been deduced. 
Again, from the inevitable approximation of the feathers, on 
a very small extent of the hardened skin, results that ap- 
])earance of natural velvet which, according to this Avriter, 
is very improperly attributed to them. 

The birds of Paradise, which had been imagined to live 
only on dew, are rapacious, according to Bontius, and pursue 
small birds. Hel])igius tells us that they live on various 
bcFTies, and Linnanis that their food is insects, and es])eciallv 
the larger butterflies. But it appears that spictVs are their 
faA'ouritt* aliment, and that they never remove from the coun- 
tries Avhere they groAv. In the nutmeg season, the Emerald- 
Paradise birds are seen flying in numerous flocks, like the 
thrushes in Aintage time in France. 

Some species freejuent bushes and thickets— others ])refer 
w(K>ds and lofty trees ; ])ut they never percli on the summit, 
Avhere the strong Avinds, ruffling their luxuriant plumage, 
might overturn them. To the branches of these trees the 
Indians attach light huts, from which they sh(K)t these birds 
Avith blunted arrows. 

As naturalists have generally been so perplexed and dis- 
cordant concerning the classification of even some of the best 
known species, it is not surprising that a more than ordinary 
degree of confusion should have prevailed respecting birds 
so little knowm as those of Paradise. Accordingly we find 
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that most authors have varied in the number of species which 
they have thought proper to admit into this subdivision ; 
others have divided into many genera those species of which 
so little is known ; and all, according to their general and 
laudable custom, have introduced an interesting variety and 
discrepancy into their nomenclature. To discuss their inge- 
nious systems, and to reconcile their inconsistencies, we must 
leave to abler hands, contenting ourselves with the humbler 
occupation of gleaning such information for, our readers as 
may not be utterly unworthy of occupying a portion of their 
time and attention. 

Valentyn, in his v(>yage to the Indies, says that in the 
Papuan Islands and New fhiinea, tl\ere are six species of the 
birds of Paradise, and that the most common is The Great 
Bird of Paradise ( P. Apoda ). It inhabits tlie Aroo Is- 
hfids in the dry monsoon, and returns to New' Guinea in the 
rainy season. It arrives there' in flocks of from thirty to 
forty, under tlie guidance of one bird, wdiose colour is black, 
with red s]:)ots, which the islanders of Aroo call the king, 
and which alw^ays flies at the head of the trooj). They never 
abandon him, and only rest w hen he gives the signal. This 
rest is sometimes fatal to many individuals ; for, in conse- 
quence of the structure and disposition of tlieir feathers, tliey 
rise again with consid(‘rable dillicultv- 

To this recital Helbigius adds, that the subjects of this 
])ret ended king, (whose size does not exceed that of the 
common sparrow, and who has two long caudal featliers, 
adorned with eyes at their extremity,) remain immoveable on 
the tree, where they are assembled together in tlie evening, 
until he passes and brings with him the* entire troop ; and 
that if this chief be once pierced with an arrow, those which 
remain are usually all killed, w’hen day-light continues sufli- 
ciently long for the purpose. 

Thus far these two worthy Belgians. It is evident that 
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the bird to wjiicli they allude is the Paradise hird^ 

(P. Re(juf^) which is sufficiently designated by the si/e, and 
th(‘ ap])earance of eyes upon the tail feathers, But even 
Mi])posin^ that tliese birds had really been seen among tht' 
indi\iduals of the species now under consideration, there was 
no foundation for drawing the very extraordinary conclusions 
wt‘ have just cited. Levaillant, who regards nature with 
tile sober views of a pliilosojiher, and with all the accurate 
observation of a jiractical naturalist, observes, in an article 
on this very bird ( 7^. liciria 7 , that it frequently hajipens 
with f)irds living in flocks, that oiu‘ of them having strayed 
from his associates, and being unable to find them again, 
will unite himself to a troop of another s])ecies, and remain 
attached to it for a wliole season, particularly in those places 
usually inhabited by his owai consiniilars. These new 
comers into a country, with a sjiecies not their own, natu- 
rally exhibit habits different from their conqianions. They 
preseiwe in tlie midst of them a foreign air, and always 
ri'inain a little apart, which gives them the ap])earance of 
commanding tlu‘ troop, and directing its ojierations. 

I'he extent and supjileness of the feathers of the (^reat 
J^inl of Paradise, gi^es it a facility of rising to a \ery con- 
siderable elevation, and cutting the air with a lightness 
which has doubtless' caused it to be sometimc's named the 
Teriiate Sirallau'. Put wlnm thi‘ wind becoini's too strong, 
these birds are obliged to rise ]>er])endicularly, until they 
arrive at a less agitated region of the atmospluax'. Not- 
withstanding this facility of esca])e, sudden hurricanes will 
arise, and greatly discom})ose their feathers, and they are 
then heard to utter cries reseirdiling those of the raven or 
crowx ^rhe islanders who hear these cries rush upon the indi- 
viduals who fall, and who can only escape death by alighting 
on some eminence sufliciently high to enable them to resumi* 
their flight. The natives also take them in other ways, by 
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snares, bird-lime, &c. When taken alive they defend them- 
selves courageously, giving violent blows with their bill. 
The Moors with these birds make plumes for their helmets, 
and sometimes suspend them to their sabres. The islanders 
of Aroo say that the tails of these )>irds, that is, their sub- 
alar and accessory feathers, fall during the eastern monsoon .. 
and are not seen for four months. 

The King Paradise Pird is solitary ; doc‘s not perch, it is 
said, on large trees, but hov(*rs from busli to bush, feeding 
on tlie red berries whicli certain shrubs produce. All this 
very ill accords with the (pialily of chief, or king, of the 
birds of Paradise, whicli nestle on the lofty trees of moun- 
tains. The islanders take him with a bird-lime or glm 
drawn from the antacorpiis rorrimimis. His general habitat 
is New (luinea, except during the western monsoon, uhen he 
remains in the Aroo islands. 

Of the habits of the other species of the birds of Paradise, 
nothino- is known. 

Wc now resume the text of Piivier 
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The Fourth Family of the Passebes, ok 'that 
OF THE TenUIROSTRES, 

Compreliends tlie rest of the birds belonging to the 
first division ; those whose bill is slender, elongated, 
sometimes straight, sometimes more or less bent, 
without any neck. They are to the Conirostres 
what the slender-beaks are to the other Dentirostres. 


The Nuthatches. (Sitta. Lin.) 

Which we shall name first, have a straight, prismatic 
pointed bill, compressed towards the end, which they 
make use of, like the woodjieckers, to open the bark, 
and draw out the insects ; but tlieir t9ngue is not 
extensible ; and although they climb y / • every 
way, they have only one posterior 'd, 

is very strong. They do not use r P 

port them, like the woodpeckers i| ^^i^ibers. 
We have but one in France. ' .. 


The Comvwn Nuthatch, ( Sitta Europea, L.) Enl. 
023. I. Naum. 139. 

Bluish-ash above ; reddish underneath ; a blackish 
band passes behind the eye. It is above the size of 
the redthroat. 

Sitta Canadensis. Briss. Enl. 623. 2. 
Plumbeous; head and neck above, black; beneath, 
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rusty ; side tail feathers, black and white. North 
America. 

Sitta Melanocephala. Gm. Catesb. 1. xxii. Vieil. 
Gal. 171 . 

Summit of head and neck, above, black ; body, above, 
plumbeous ; beneath, white ; lateral tail feathers, 
black and white. North America. 

Sitta Frontalis. Swain. Zool. 111. 2. or S. Velata. 
Temm. Coll. 72^ 3. or Orthorhyncus Frontalis. 
Horsf. Java. 

Head, nape, and upper parts of body, rich azure ; 
wings and tail, less pure ; chin, white ; all rest be- 
neath, light purplish ash. Sumatra and Java. 

Sitta Chrysoptera. Lath. 3. Suppl. 327- 

Ashen above ; croup, upper tail-coverts, and all 
below, clear blue ; wings, orange at the edge. New 
Holland. 

Sitta Pusilla. Lath. 

Top of the head and neck, brown ; white band on 
nape ; wings, blackish ; underneath, whitish. North 
America.* 

The SiTTiNES. (Xenops. Ileger.) 

Which differ only in having the bill a little more 
compressed, of which the under ridge is more 
curved. 

* To these are added — 

S^ta Fusca^ Vieil. 

SUta Chlorii, Sparman. 

Sitta Caffra. Sparman- 
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( X. Rutilits, Lich J Col. 72. 2 An, Neops, Ruficau- 
da. Vieil. Gal. I 70 . 

Above, ferrugineous ; head, brown, pale streaked ; 
throat, white; belly, olive; tail, cinnamon; inner 
barbs, of four outer feathers, blackish. Brazil. 
Length, five inches. 

(X. Hojfmanseggii. ) Col. 150, 1. 

Back, dead leaf colour; throat and chest, reddish 
white spotted ; rest below, reddish white. Brazil. 

( X. Anabatoidcs. ) Col. 150, 2. 

Above, brown red ; underneath, clear reddish ; a 
broad stripe of pure white over the sides of the 
occiput. Amazon river.* 

The Anabates. Tem. 

Whose bill, on the other hand, has the upper ridge 
a little convex, almost like the bill of the blackbird, 
not notched. Some have a long cuneiform tail, and 
even worn, which proves that it supports them in 
creeping. 

{Ph. Super ciliaris. Spix. 73.) Probably the same 
as Anabates Amaurotis. Tem. col, 238, f. 3. 

A band of brown feathers from the lower angle of the 
eyes, covering the auditory passage. Brazil. 


Add from 111. X. Oenibarbis, pi. col. 150. fig. 1. Vaill. t. 51. 1.2, 
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(Spheniira Striolata. Spix. 83, 2.) or Anabates 
Striolatus, Tern. col. 238, f. 1. 

A long tail, much graduated, distinguishes this species 
from its congeners. Brazil* 

Synallaxis. Vieil. 

Whose bill is straight, but little elongated, much 
compressed, slender, and pointed ; their tail is gene- 
rally long, and ending in a point. 

There are some of them which have the stalks of 
tlie tail feathers strong, and extending beyond the 
barbs. 

Synalla,vi8 RvJicapUla. Vieil. Gal. 174 ; or, Paru- 
lu8 Ruficeps. Spix. 86, from which Sijnal, Albesceris. 
Tenim. Col. 227, Cinerascens, lb. 3. do 

not appear to me to differ specifically. 

Top of head red ; back greenish-olive ; tail long and 
graduated. Brazil. 

* Others enumerate, — 

Anabates Cristatus. Spix. 84 , 

An. Uufifrons. Spix. 85 , 1. 

Philydor RuficoUis. Spix. 75. 

Ph, Albogularis. Spix. 74 . 

Arwhaics Erythropthalmus. Newied. H. iii. 43 
Anabates Lcucvphthcdmus. Newied. iii, 22. 

Anabates AtricapUlus, Newied, iii. 43. 

Here should he added the genus Obthonvx, of Temmiiick, which has 
the bill short, and nearly straight, not notched ; nostrils lateral ; Tarsus 
lengthened, &c. See Temminck. 

Orthonyx Spinicaudaius. Temm. 

Also, 

OxYRHYNcus. Tcmminck. 

Oxyrhyncus Flammiceps. Temm. 

O. Cristatus. Swainson. 
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Syn* Rutilans, CoL 227- f« 1* 

Forehead, eyebrows, cheeks, sides of neck, red ; throat 
black ; l>ody above, and abdomen, olive. South Ame- 
rica. 

Syn- Tesmlata. Ool. 311. f. 1. 

Top of head and carpus of the wing, moronne ; above, 
ochre-brown ; middle of the belly, white. 

Syn. Setaria, Col. 311, f. 2. 

A tuft of loose black feathers ; two caudal quills much 
longer than the rest. Brazil. 

Prinia Familiaris. Horsf. Java. 

Bill, strong, short, and broad at base; long tarsi, 
and wedge-shaped tail ; type of a genus. Java. 

Le FlMeur. Vaill. Af. 112. or Malurm Jfricanus. 
Swain. 111. I 70 , has only the bill a little higher. 
South Africa.* 

Dendrocolaptes Sylviellus. Tem. Col. 72> 1- 

Upper part of head and neck, olive-green ; wings and 
tail, moronne-red. Brazil. 

The birds to which have been applied the name 
of 

Creepers. (Certhia. Lin.) 

Have the bill bent, but that is almost the only cha- 
racter they have in common. 


Syn. Ruficauda, Vieil. 



ORDER PAS8ERES. 


349 


We distinguish, first, 

The Creepers, properly speaking. (Certhia. Cuv.) 

Thus named from their habit of climbing trees, like 
woodpeckers, making use of their tails as a prop. 
They may be recognized by the quills of the tail 
being worn, and finishing in a stiff point, like that of 
the woodpeckers. 

We have one of them. 

The European Creeper. Certh. Familiari$. Enl. 

681 . 

A small bird, with whitish plumage, spotted with 
brown above, and tinted with red on the rump and 
tail. It nestles in the hollows of trees, and climbs 
with rapidity, seeking insects and larvae in the clefts 
of the bark, under the moss, &c. 

Cinnamon Creeper {Certhia Cinnamomea. Vieil. 62). 

Plumage above, wings and tail, cinnamon-colour; 
underneath, white. 

Thorve-tailed Creeper {Motaeilla Spinicauda). Syn.II. 
PI. 52. 

Dusky reddish-brown, above ; mottled-yellow on the 
crown; shotdders and underparts, white; tailcuneiform, 
with the shafts projecting into long points : size of a 
sparrow. South America. 

America produces some true creepers, of a tolera- 
bly large size, which have been named 
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PicucuLi. (Dendrocolaptes. Herm.) Chrimpars. 

Vieil. 

Tlieir tail is the same, but the bill is much sti'onger, 
and more broad transversally.* 

Picucule Creeper. Climbing Grackle. Lath. {Gracula 
Cayane7isis, Gm. Gracula Scandens. Lath.) Enl 
621, and Vieil. Ois. dores, ^6. 

Rufous above, rufous-yellow underneath ; every where 
marked with narrow transverse dusky streaks. Ten 
inches. Guiana. 

The Dcndroc. Decumanus. Spix. 87? and Falciros- 
^ri6*,‘88, are at least very near to this. 

Le Grand Grim part, ^^ail. 42. 

Distinguished from the last by the continued curve of 
the upper mandible only. Brazil. 

Le Gr, MailU, Vaill. 29. 2. 

Top of head reddish bromi ; throat white ; tail red ; 
beneath, white in the middle, and edged with black. 
Brazil. 

Le Grimpart Flamhre, Vail. Promer. 30, or Dend. 
Platyrostris. 8pix. 

Head and neck dull brown; back and under part 
earthy brown ; feathers of yellowish red, like scales, 
cover the throat and front of the neck. Cayenne. 

Le Gr. Enfume. Vaill. 28. 

Plumage soot-colour, except two marks of a clear red 
on both sides of the head, Cayenne. 


• Vieillot has called this genus Dkndro copus. 



ORDER PASSERES. 


351 


There is, indeed, one, which, by its straight and 
compressed bill, is allied to the nuthatches. It may, 
indeed, be considered as a nuthatch, with a worn 
tail. 


Le Galapiot. BuflP. Oriolus Picus, Gm. et Lath. 
Gracula Picoides. Sh. Enl. 605, or Dendrocolaptes 
Guttatus. Spix. 91. 1. 

Straight bill ; top of head and neck behind, brown- 
red ; feathers of the sides, front of neck and chest 
like white scales, edged with reddish-brown ; upper 
parts of body lively red, lower parts clear red. 
Cayenne.* 

Another, whose bill, twice the length of the head, 
is arched only at the end. 

Le Nasican, Vaill. Fromer. &c. 24. 

Bill very long ; head clear brown ; two bands of 
dirty white on the back of the neck *, throat and 
cheeks white ; lower parts red. Brazil and Cayenne. 

And there is one with the bill long, slender, and 
bent as much as in the Heorotarii. 

Le Grimpart Promerops ( Deiidrocolaptes Procur- 


* Others add»— 

Dendroc, Tenuirostris. Spix. 91. 2. 
Dendroc. Bivittatut. Spix. 90. 1. 

D. Wagleri^ 90. 2. 

Dendroc. Fttscns. Vieil. 

Dendroc, Rufiu, Vieil. 
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vm ). Temm. Col. 28, or Dendrocopus Falcularius. 
Vieil. Gal. 175.» 

Olive-brown above ; alar and caudal quills deep lively 
red. Brazil. 

The Scalers, or Creepers of the Wall. (Tichodroma. 

Illiger.) 

Have not the tail worn, although they climb along 
walls and rocks, as the common creepers do on trees ; 
but they fasten themselves by their very large claws. 
Their bill is triangular, and depressed at the base, 
very long, and very slender. 

But one species is known, which inhabits the south 
of Europe. ( Certhia Muraria. L.) Enl. 372. It 
is a handsome bird, of 'a clear ash colour, with a 
lively red on the wing-coverts, and on the edges of 
a portion of the quills of the wing. The throat of 
the male is black. 

This is the genus Petrodroma, of Vied. 

Brown Scaler ( Certhia Fmca, Lath.^ 

Brown above ; throat and breast barred brown 

* Add from others, — 

Z>endrocoptu Rubricaudattu, Vieil. 

Dendrocoput Amguxtiroitru, Vieil. 

Dendrocopus Guitatus. Licht. 

Den* Pyrrhosophius. Vieil. 

Dendrocolaptes Crassirostris. Vig. 

Dendroc, Frontirostrii, Vig. 
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and white. Six inches. South Sea Islands, appears 
to me to belong to this sub-genus.* 

The Sugar-Eaters. (Nectarinia. Illiger.) 

Whose tail, not worn, shews that they do not climb, 
but whose bill, of a moderate length, arched, pointed, 
and compressed, resembles that of the creepers. 
They are all foreign. 

We more especially give the name of Guitguits 
to certain small species, the males of which have 
lively colours. Their tongue is bifid and fila- 
mentous. 

Black and Blue Creeper ( Certhia Cyanea. ), Enl. 83. 
Vieil. 41, 2, 3, and Gall I 76 . 

Black above ; i»i ue beneath. Four inches. Brazil. 
Young, green ; wings and tail, blue. 

( Cer. Ccerulea. Edw.) 

♦ 

Head blue, with black spot round the eye; body 
violet blue ; wings and tail black. Four inches. 
Bcrbice. 

To these may probably be added ; 

Crimson Creeper ( Cer, Sanguinea. Vieil. 66.) 

Crimson ; deeper above ; quills black ; vent white. 
Five inches. Sandwich Islands. 


• Add,— 

Petrodroma JBaUloni. Viellot Diet. H. Nat. from New Holland. 
Peirodroma Sanguinea of Vieillot, from Certhia Sangumca of Linnaeus, or 
Metiphagu of Temminck. 
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Cardinal Creeper, ( Cer. Cardinalie, Id. 54, 5S,J 

Green gold above ; carmine red underneath ; two 
middle tail feathers elongated. Six inches. America. 

YeUow^nmped^or Bourhan Creeper, ( C, Borbonica.) 

Enl. 681. 

Greenish brown above ; rump yellow ; beneath yel- 
low grey. Five inches. Isle of Bourbon. 

Vieil. Gal. I 675 has named these birds Coereha, 

N.B. A, Armillata, Sparm. 36. 0. Cayana. 68^, 

are mere varieties of Cyanea^ or Ccp ruled. 

We may separate from them certain species, larger 
and less handsome, whose tongue is short and car- 
tilaginous.* 

Baker-hird. (JMerops Rufus. J (im. Enl. 739* 
Figulus Albogularis. Spix. 78 . 

A bird of South America, as large as a red-breast ; 
reddish above, whitish underneath ; which constructs 
on the ground, under the shrubs, a nest, covered 
above like an oven. 

This bird is the type of the genus Opiiie, or Opetior- 
hyncJws id M. Temminck ; FurXarius of M. Vieil. 
Gal. 182. The genus Figulus, of Spix, is the same. 

From others — 

Fumarius Fuliginosus. ZooL Coq. t. Certhia Antartica. Garnot. 
Ann. Sci. 1826 . Isles Malomunes. 

Fumiitiiu Chilends. Lesson. Zool. Coq. t. F, JLegsoitii, Butnont. 
Chil!. 

Fumarius Annumbi, Vieillot. Annumbi. Azam. 
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Picchion^baillon. VieiL Gal, 172. 

Greenish brown above ; underneath, reddish white. 
New Holland. 

Pomatorhinus Montanus^ Horsf. Java. 

Brown above, with olivaceous tint on upper parts of 
wings and tail ; vivid chesnut on neck, back, and sides 
of breast and abdomen. The lowest part of the latter 
white. Java. 

Pomat. Turdinus. PL Col. 441. 

Grey ; ashen brown, above ; cheeks, chest, and sides 
clear ashen brown ; rest beneath, dull white. New 
Holland. 

Pom, Trivirgatus. Col. 44S. 

Top of head and neck marked by three broad bands ; 
the middle ashen ; the others white. New Holland.* 

Climacteris Ptrumnus. Tern. Col. 281, 1. 

Top of head, deep grey ; nape and neck clear grey ; 
a broad nankeen-coloured band over tJie middle of 
wing feathers. Timor. 

CJhn. Svandens, Tern. Col. 281, 2. 

Head, neck, back, amber brown ; throat and front of 
neck, pure white ; chest and middle belly, is-abella. 
New Holland.* 

Black and Yellow Creeper, Cer, Flaveola. Edw. 1. 
362. Vieill. 51. 

Black above ; stripe of white on each side of head ; 

* Dr. Horsfield makes a distinct genus of Pomatorhimis. 
t M‘ Temminck makes this a distinct genus, 
z z 2 
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breast and underneath yellow* Jamaica and St. 
Domingo. 

Cer. Varia ( MoL Varia. L.) Ed. 30. 2. Vieill. 
which is the Mniotillje Varie, Id. Gal.* 169. 

Head, bright red on top ; hind head, blue ; neck, 
back and rump, undulated with blue, black, yellow, 
and white. America.* 

C. Semitorquata, Vieil. 56. 

Streak of yellow on each side of neck, dividing it into 
two parts. 

Prom. Olwdtrc. Vail. Huppes and Prom. pi. 5 
(Mer. Olivaceus). Sh. 

Head and upper parts inclined to olive ; paler 
beneath. 

1 suspect, also, that this is the place for C. Virens. 
Vieil. 57 , and 58, and Sannio. Id. 64, which I have 
not seen, but which are distinguished by a slight furca- 
tion of the tail. 

The Dicea. (DiciEUM.t Cuv.) 

Do not climb, and liave not the tail worn. Their 
sharp, arched bill, not longer than the head, is de 
pressed and widened at the base. 

They come from the East Indies, are very small, 
and have generally some scarlet in their plumage. 


* Certhia Macvlala of Wilson, placed with Sylvia by Bonaj). and others 
— type of the genus Mniotella of Vieil. 

f The name of a small Indian bird, according to JBlian. 
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Red-hmked Creeper. (Cer. Erythronotoe.) Vieil. II. 

35. 

Top of head, neck, back and rump, crimson ; throat, 
breast and belly, rufus white; wing-coverts, dark 
green. Three inches. China.* 

The C. Cruentata^ Edw. 81, is probably a variety 
of age. 

Scarlet Creeper. ( C. Rubra.) Vieil. 54. 

Head, neck, breast, and streak down the middle of 
back, crimson ; rest of body and wing'-coverts, black. 
Three inches and a quarter. Island of Tarma. 

The C. Erythropygia. Lath, is probably the female. 

* The Nectarinia Rubricosa. Tern. Col. 108 . 
Does not appear to me to differ from the above. 

Orange-hncJced Creeper. C. Ccnifillans. 

Blue grey above ; breast and belly, and spot on back, 
orange yellow. Three inches. China. 

The Heorotarii. Melitiireptus. Vieil. 

Have not the tail worn, and the bill is extremely 

* Vieillot has referred to this genus — 
ytotaciUa Hirundinacea . Sh. Nat, Mis, No. 114. 

C. T<Bmata. Son. 2d. Voy. pi. 107. 

Dicceum Rufcscens. Vieil. Le Crortibea. Vail. O. D. iij. 

D%c<Eum Ri(hcscens. Vieil. O. D. t. 36. 

Dicceum Choronotos. Vieil. O. D. t. 28, and perhaps VI. Enl. t. 681. 2. 

Add,— 

Dicceum Flavium. llorsf. Lin. Trans. Java. 
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elongated, and curved almost in a half circle. They 
come from the South Sea Islands. 

One of them, 

( Certhia Vestiaria. Sh.) Vieil. O?^. doth II. 

pi. 52. 

Is covered with scarlet plumes, which serve for the 
fabrication of the handsome mantles of this colour, 
by the inhabitants of the Sandwich Islands, which 
are held in such esteem. 

Hook-hilled green Creeper, {Certh. Ohscura.) Vieil. 
Ois. Dor. 53. 

Olive green ; paler beneath ; quills and tail dusky ; 
seven inclics. Honey-eater of Lath. 

Great Hook-hilled Creeper. (C. Pacifica, Id. PI. 63). 

Black above ; rump and upper tail-coverts yellow ; 
underneath dusky; eight inches. Friendly Islands. 
But the other Melithrepti of this Naturalist belong to 
very different genera, especially the Philedon, and 
to the Dicees. 


• M. Vieillot has described the following species ; 

M, Vestiarivs, 

M. Ohscurm, 

M. Pacifictu. 

M, Pyrrhopterus, 

M. Cancscens. 

M, Tenmrottris. 

M. Candescem. 

M. Fuscus. 

Mm AtricapiUui, 

M, CoUaru, 
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The Soui-Mangas. (Cinkyris.* Cuv.) 

Have not the tail worn ; their very long and slender 
bill has the edge of the two mandibles finely denti- 
culated, like a saw. Their tongue, capable of elonga- 
tion beyond the bill, terminates in a furcation. They 
are small birds, and the males, during the season of 
love, shine with metallic colours approaching the bril- 
liancy of the humming-birds, which they maybe said to 
represent in the Old World, being principally natives 
of Africa. They live on flowers, of which they 
suck the juice. Their disposition is gay, and song 
agreeable. Their beauty has made them much in 
request in our collections ; but the plumage of males 
and females, during the bad season, being altogether 


J\I. Erythropigiiu, 

M, Albicollk, 

M, Flavicollis. 

M, Flavicaiu. 

M. Cardinedis. 

M. Melanopgt, 

M. Outtatus. 

M, Sannto* 

M. Ater. 

M. CucuUaita, 

M. Mclanoleucm. 

M. Novcb HoUandus. 

M. Dibaphus, 

M, Sanguinolentug. 

M. AlhicapiUiti 
M. AgiUf, 

M, FirescenSf 4i'C. 

Many of which have been transferred to other genera. 
♦ The Greek name of an unknow n bird. 
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different from their brilliant plumage, the species are 
characterized witli difficulty. 

Mellisuga of M. Vieillot. 

The greatest number have the tad equal, 

C. Splendida, Sh. Vieill. 82. 

Head and throat, violet blue ; upper parts, brilliant 
golden green ; bright red bar across the breast. 
Africa. 


C. Cajfra. Kdw. 347* 

Shining green, above, glossed with green and copper ; 
red bar across the breast. Cape. 

{Cert. Superha. Vieill. 22.) 

Bright green gold, above ; throat, violet-blue and 
gold ; bar of yellow across breast. 

LoteiCs Creeper. (^Cert. Lotenia.) Knl. 5^5. 
Vicil. 34. 

Grcen-golcl, above; beneath, black; black line be- 
tween the bill and eye ; violet band on sides. Five 
and a quarter inches. Madagacar. 

(C. Arnethystina.) Vicil. 5 and 6. 

Velvet-black, with a gloss of violet ; throat, anie- 
thyst-colour ; rump, same. Cape 0. Hope. 

Collared Creeper. (C. Ckalyhea. Enl. 246. Vieil. 
10, 13, 18, 24, 34, 80. 

Bronzed gold, above ; breast, red ; collar, of steel 
blue. Four and-a-half inches. South Africa. 
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Green^old Creeper. {Cert. Omnicolor.) Seba. 1. 
69, 5. 

Green, with a shade of all colours Eight inches. 
Seba. Ceylon. 

Copper Creeper. {Cert, cuprea.) Vieil. 23. 

Reddish copper colour ; under parts, black. Five 
inches. Maliiiiba. 


{Cert. Purpurata.) Edw. 265. 
Vieil. 11. 

Deep violet-purple, glossed with green ; tuft of yellow 
plumes on each side of the body. India. 

Blue-headed Creeper. {Cert. Cya/aoeephala. Vieil. 7^ 

Head, neck, and throat, violet blue ; the remainder 
of the bird olive, above ; ash colour, beneath. Five 
inches. Malimba. 

Ceylonese Creeper. {Cert. Zeilonica.) Enl. 5J6. 

Neck and back, black ; crovm, glossy-green ; rump, 
purple ; beneath, yellow. Size of a wren. Hin- 
dostan. 

C. Dubia is treated by Latham as a variety of 

this. 

Senegal Creeper. ( Cert. Senegnlefisis.) Vieil. 8. 

Top of head and throat, green-gold ; rest of body^ 
violet black ; breast bright red, in some lights. Five 
inches. Senegal. 

Red-breasted Creeper. ( Cert. S per at a.) Enl. 246. 
Vieil. 16, 32. 

Neck, back, and scapulars, purple, chesnut ; rump 
3 A 
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and tail-covertfl, violet ; breast, bright red : vent, 
yellow-olive. Four inches. The Philippine Islands. 
C. Lepida. Sparman 35, is the female. 

C. Madagascariensis. Vieil. 18. 

Head, throat, and scapulars, brilliant green ; rest, 
above, obscure olive ; under each shoulder, a spot of 
fitre yellow. Madagascar. 

Grey Creeper. (Cert, Currucaria,) Vieil. 31. 

Grey brown, above ; spotted, on the lower part of 

underneath ; wings, violet. Five inches. Philippine 
Islands, 

Red-brown Creeper. ( Cert. Rnhrofusea.) Vieill. 20 

Dull gilded red above; wings, violet; belly, black. 
Four inches. 


( Cert. Fnliginosa.) Vieil. 20. 

Forehead, throat, and small wing-coverts, shining 
violet; the rest dusky. Five inches. 

Pied Creeper. ( Cert. Maenlata.) Vieil. 21. 

Spotted, black and white. Nearly five inches. Penn- 
sylvania. 

( Cert. Venuata.) Vieil. 79- 

Forehead and chest, brij^it violet; throat, black 
purple ; front of neck, and rump, azure ; back of 
head, and back, and tail, emerald-green ; wing, brown. 
Africa. 

Green-faced Creeper. ( Cert. Gutturalis. Enl. 578.^ 

Forehead and. throat, gold green ; head and body, 
blackish brown ; fore part of neck, bright red. Size 
of a Linnet. Brazil. 
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Nectarinia Solaris. Tem. -col. 34fl. 

Throat, forehead, deep metallic green ; body, beneath, 
orange ; flank, pure yellow ; above, olive green ; wing, 
black, olive-edged ; tail-feathers, black ; two outer, 
white-tipt. 

N. Eooimia. Tem. col. 138. 

Plumage, above, olive green ; top of head and tail, 
deep emerald ; rump, yellow ; on the throat, a band 
of purple. Java. 

iV'. Pcrforalis. Id. col. 138. 

Golden green, above, with brilliant reflexions ; rump, 
blue ; blue band on throat. Africa. 

A". Lepida. Lath. col. 126. and Vieil. Gal. 177* 

Forehead, deep green ; throat, brown red ; back, 
rump, and tail, fine violet ; yellow, underneath. Ma- 
lacca. 

N". HasseltL Tem. col. 376. 

Top of head and occiput, green, glossed with yellow ; 
top of neck, velvet black ; rest, above, purple ; belly, 
Carmelite, very deep. Java. 

N. Coccinogasfcr. Id. col. 388. 

Top of head and nape, metallic green ; velvety reddish 
brown on top of back, lower neck, and middle wing- 
coverts ; belly, scarlet. Manilla. 

Cinn. Eques. Less, and Gam. Voy. de la Coquille, 

pi. 31. 

All the body, above and below, fuliginous brown ; a 
narrow band, fiery-red, from the base of the throat to 
top of breast. Waigiou. 

Of these birds, some are probably varieties of others. 

3 A 2 
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Among some, the two middle quills are more 
elongated in the males. 

Famous or Shhihig Creeper, {Cert. Famosa.) Kn. 83. 

Green gold, glossed with copper ; wing-coverts, black- 
ish ; under shoulders, a yellow spot ; between the bill 
and eye, a black strij)e ; size of a linnet. Africa. 

BeatiHfuJ Creeper. (C. Fulchella.) Enl. 67 O. 

Green gold ; breast, red ; wing and quills, brown ; tail, 
blackish, and dyed with green gold ; seven inches. 
Africa. 

Violet -headed Creeper. ( C. VioJacea.) Enl. 67 O. 

Head, back, and lesser wing-coverts, violet ; lower 
part of back, rump, and upper tail-coverts, olive 
brown ; orange undeineath ; six inches. Cape of 
(h)od Hope. 

Saccharine Creeper. {Saerier Cardinal.) Vail. Ap. 
291. 

Green gold above ; rump and tail-coverts, violet ; 
quills and tail, brownisli black ; two middle tail fea- 
thers, longest ; six inches. South Africa. 

Sue Her Figuler. Id. 293. 

Head, neck, mantle, and upper wing-coverts, fine 
changeable green ; two long threads from tail : jon- 
quil below. Soutli Africa. 

Nec. MefaUica. Lich. Ruppcl. pi. 7- and coll. 347- 

Head, neck, back, and small wing-coverts, metallic 
green ; half-collar of lively metallic blue on the tho- 
racic region : jonquil below. Nubia. 

Nee. Mysticalis. Coll. 126. 

Small moustache of metallic violet on each side of the 
bill ; calotte on the head, of same colour. Java. 
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N, KuhliL Col. 376 * 

Head and tail-coverts, metallic and bottle-green ; 
belly, blackish green ; sides, and under the wings, 
shining white. Java.* 

We may still distinguish those whose bill is 
straight, or nearly so. 

Cinnyris Elegaiu\ Vieill. Gal. 177* or Certhia 
Rcctirostris. Id. Ois. dores II. pi. ^5. 

Head, back, rump, wing-coverts, and throat, brassy 
green ; alar and caudal (juills, clear green ; under the 
neck, yellow ; belly, dirty yellow. India.-|- 

• Lichtenstein has added here— 

Certhia Aurifrontalis, 

Nect, Aurifrons, 

Kect. JMelanopogon. 

t Lichtenstein has added here — ' 

Merops. Cafcr. and Upupa Promerops of Linnaeus. Nect, Cafer, Licht. 
Upupa PWylhrorhyncus. Lath. 

Ncctarinia Melanorhyncus, Licht. 

Lesson has given a monograph of this genus, in which he describes the 
folio \^ing additional species: — 

Cinnyris. CEncuSk Vieil. 

Cin. Nigralbus. Id. 

Cin. Cinereus. Id. 

Cin, Pvtitus. Id. 

Cin, Ctrrhatus, Id. 

Cin, Indicus, Seba. 

Cin. Erythrorhynchos, Lath. 

Cin. Solaris. Temm. Nectarinia* 

Cin Chrysogenis, Temm. 

Cin. Congirostratus. Temm# 

Cin. Mornatus. Affinis. Horsf 
Cin. MardUensis, Vieil. 

Cin, Amboinensis* Lath. Certhia* 
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The Archnotheres. Tern. 

Have the long bent bill of the sonimanga, but it is 
stronger, and without indentation j their tongue is 

Cin, Ckrysoptera, Vieil. after Lathani. 

Cin, Subjiavus, Vieil. 

Cin, Asiatictu, Lath. Certhia. 

Cin, Omatus. Temm. 

Cin. Phcvnicotis, Temm. 

Cin. Rubrocana. Temm. 

Citi. ClcmenticB. Lesson. 

Cin. Splendens. Vieil. 

Cin. Splendida. Certhia. Lath 
Cin. CincreicoUis. Vieil. 

Cin, Collaris. Vieil. 

Cin. Aurifrom. Vieil. 

Cin. Frontalis. Lath. Certhia. 

Cin. Scriceus. Lesson. 

Cin. Fovtr Gninecc. Less. 

Cin. Discolor. Vieil. Cer. Senegalemis. Lath. 

Souiinanga rape. Vieil. 

Cin. Jodeus. Vieil. 

Cin. Nitem. Vieil. 

Cin. Sugnimbindns. Vieil. 

Cin. Sviaragdinus. Vieil. 

Cm. Sola. Vieil. 

Cin. Melanurns. Vieil. 

Cin. Frythrothorax. Vieil. 

Cin. Perreini. Vieil. 

Cin. Auraniia, Lath. 

Cin. Bombicinus. Vieil, 

Cin. Caudatits. Vieil. 

Cin. Ruhratcr. Lesson. 

Cin. Leucogaster . Vieil. 

Cin. Longirostris. Lath. Certh. 

Soninianga a gorge violettCf et dpoitrine rouge, Vieil. 

Cin. Fuscus. Vieil. 

Cm. Rubesc€ns% Vieil. 
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short and cartilaginous ; they Rre known only in the 
Indian Archipelago, and live on spiders. 

Arachnothera Longirostra. Tem. Col. 84. 

Ashen olive above ; alar qviills brown, edged with 
olive ; caudal blackish, white tipped ; throat and 
front of neck, white ; rest clear yellow. Java. 

Arach. Irwmata. Id. ib. 2. 

Small scaly plumes on the forehead ; all above, green, 
bordering on olive; ashy whitish underneath. Java. 
Cin. Affinia of Dr. Horsfield. 

After all these distinctions, we must still separate 
from the great genus Certhia, the C. Lunata. Vied. 
C. Novce Hollandice. White. New Soutli Wales. 
C. Australmiana. Vieil. C. Carunculata. Vieil. C. 
Auriculata. Vieil. C. Codncinica. Vied. C. Spiza. 
Enl. 578 . Edw. 25. (7. Seniculus. Vieil. C. Gra- 

culina. Vieil. C. Goruck. Vieil. C. Ccerulea. Vieil. 
C. Xanthotix. Vieil. C. Mellixora. Vieil. All which 
are Philedons, by their indented bill, and their pen- 
cillated tongue. 

The Humming-Birds. {Truchilus L.') 

These little birds, so celebrated for the metallic brd- 
liancy of their plumage, and, especially by plates, 
which form on their throat or head, scaly feathers, of 
a peculiar structure, have a long and slender beak, 
enclosing a tongue, which is almost as much elongated 
as that of the pies, and is divided into two threads. 
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which the bird employs to suck the nectar of the 
flowers. Nevertheless, they also live on insects. 
Their very small feet ; their wide tail ; their wings 
excessively long and narrow, in consequence of the 
rapid shortening of the quills ; the short humerus ; 
the sternum without slope, constitute a system of 
flight like that of the martins. Accordingly, we find 
the humming-birds balance themselves in the air as 
well as some flies. Thus they hover round plants, 
or flowery shrubs, and they fly more rapidly in 
proportion than any other bird. They live isolated, 
defend their nests with courage, and figlit bitterly 
amongst themselves. We reserve the name of 
Trochilus to tliosc whicli have the bill arched. 
Some are distinguislied by tlie prolongation of the 
intermediate feathers of tlie tail. 

We shall cite but one of the largest and most 
Iiandsome. 

The Topaz Ilammwg-bird. Troch. Pella. Enl. 592. 

Moronne-purple ; head black ; throat of the most 
brilliant topaz yellow, changing into green, ena- 
melled with black. 

SujyercWnms Hvmming-hird, ( Tn^i fuhis Super- 
eiliosvs.) Enl. 600, Yieil. 1?, 10, 19. 

Brown a])()vc, with a gilded gloss ; ove r each eye, a 
white stripe ; quills violet-brown ; undiT part, rufous 
white. Near six inches. 

Tr. LLncvri(8. Enl. 600, 3. 

Green-gold above ; beneath, greyish-white ; crescent 
of red on the breast. Surinam. 
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Tr. Squalidus, Natt. Col. 120. 

Plumage in general dull ; two bands of reddish white 
on the sides of the head. Brazil. 


Tr. Brasiliensis. Lath. Col. 120. 

Green-gold above, glossed with copper ; beneath, 
rufous-white. Brazil. 

Others have the lateral quills of the tail very mucli 
elongated. 

Lo7ig-tailed Humming-bird. (Trochilus ^Forficn- 
tu8.) Edw. 33. Vieil. 30. 

Top of head, blue ; rest of plumage splendid green. 
About 7 inches. 

(T. Pohjthmiis.) Edw. 34. Vieil. G], 

Top of head and nape, black ; body yellowish-green 
above ; bluish-green underneath ; edge of wing white. 
Nine and a half inches. 

And especially the magnificent species of Pen, 
witli the tail of shining gold, which is 7\ Chrysurus. 

Many have the tail moderately furcated. 

(Tr. Elegayis.) Vieil. 14. 

Green above ; a spot of velvet-black on the breast, 
extending under the belly ; tail forked. St. Do- 
mingo. 

The greatest number have it round or square. 

3 B 
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TV. Mango. Enl. 680. Vieil. 7- 

Golden-green above ; throat, chest, and belly, velvet- 
black ; wings violet-black. Great Antilles. 

Tr. Namus. Dumont. Col. 120. 

Throat and front of neck, lively red ; body above, 
scapulars, and wing-covcrts, green, with slight metallic 
reflexions. Brazil. 

Tr. GutfnraUs. Enl. 67 I. 

Upper parts and tail, deep gilded-green ; dash of 
bright emerald green on throat. Cayenne. 

Tr. Taiimanfias. Enl. 600. 

All the plumage gold-green, except the wing, which 
is violet or brown, Brazil. 

Tr. Violaceiis. Enl. 600. 

Head, neck, back, breast and belly, violet-purple . 
wings and tail gold-green. Cay enne. 

Tr. Cinercns. Vieil. 5. 

Fine glossy-green, above ; beneath, ash-colour. South 
America. 


Tr. MelanoguHter. Vieil. "Jt). 

Alx)ve head, and top of throat, brilliant green, with 
metallic reflexions; underneath black, feebly purpled ; 
abdomen, white. INIexico. 


Tr. Jugiilaris. Sh. Edw. 266. Vieil. 4. 

Sides of head, throat, and breast, fine red ; wings, 
fine dark green, Avith a |x>li&hed gold gloss. Surinam. 
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Tr. Holo-sericeus. Sh. Vieil. 6, and 65. 

Golden-^recn, above ; tail-coverts and rump, brilliant 
blue ; wings, blue. Mexico, Guiana. 

Tr. Punctatns. Sh. Vicil. 8. 

Plumage in general green-gold ; throat, neck, and 
wing-coverts marked with small white spots. Mexico. 

Tr. PcvtornJls. Sh. Vieil. 9, and 79. 

Above, obscure green, a little gilt ; tail, violet ; 
throat, and sides of neck, brilliant deep green. St. 
Domingo. 

Tr. Avridentm\ Sh. Vieik 12. 

Top of head and neck, back and rump, obscure gold- 
green ; cliest, black, growing browmisli under the 
belly. Porto Pico. 

Tr. Ja/co-viridi.^'. Sh. Ibeil. 15 

(volour, entirely gieen-gold, except cpiill-featliers, 
which are blackish, and tail steel-blue. West Indian 
Islands. 

Tr. Hirsuf fus. dm. or Brasifictis'hs Sh. Vieil. 20. 

Top of head, bnnvn; neck, back, wing-coverts, gold- 
green ; )elk)wish red beneath. 

Tr. Alhus. Vieil. 11. 

Breast and belly, white, and .sides of throat, l)ut 
browm in the middle ; above, variable gilded green. 
Cayenne. 

Tr. Virklis. Vieil. 15. 

Gold-green above, very brilliant; abdomen, bright 
grey, mixed with green. Guiana. 

3 B 2 



S72 


CLASS AVES. 


Tr. MargaritaceuB, KnL 680. Vieil. 16,. 

Body above, green-gold ; beneath, pearly-grey. St. 
Domingo. 


Tr, Multicolor, Gm. or. Harlequin Humming Bird 
of Lath, Vieil. 79. 

Head, throat, front of neck, breast, and upper wing- 
coverts, green ; a broad blue band between the eye 
and nape ; black between this and top of back ; 
belly, carmine, &c.* 

We give the name of Orthoriiyncus to those 
whose bill is straight. 

Among which are some with tufted heads ; others 
have tufts or feathers prolonged on the sides of the 
head. 


Crested Green Humming Bird, {Tr. Crist at us.) 
Edw 37 . EnL 227 . Vieil. 47 . 

Top of head green ; crest blue, upper part of body 
dark gilded green ; under parts grey ; outer tail 
feathers black ; three inches. 


* There have also been described, — 
Trochilus Ater. Wied. A. y. 183. 

Trochilus Pygmeeus, Spix. t. 80, f. 1. 

Trochxlxu JBrevicaxida, Spix, t. 80. f, 2. 

Trochxlut Fxdgens. 

TrochUua Thalassinxis, 

Trochilus Melanotus, and 

Trochihis Platyceriiu of Mr. Swainson, all from Mexico. 
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Crested Rrown Humming Bird. (Tr. Pileatns, 
Vieil. 63.) 

Like the last ; but the crest wholly bright glossy blue ; 
more elongated and pointed than it. 

Orthor. Stephanoides. Less, 
and Gam. Voy. de la Coquelle, PI. 31, No. 2. 

Tuft, golden-green, with two longer blue feathers ; 
above, gold green ; below, blue ; abdomen, pearl grey. 
Brazil. 

Pufted’-neck Humming Bird Tr. Or7iatus, Knl, 
640. Vieil. 49, 50. 

Head and upper parts of body, green-gold ; under- 
neath, gilded greenish brown ; rufous crest on head ; 
tuft of long feathers on each side the liead. Length 
ab^ut three inches. 


7V. Chalyheu.s. I'ieiL 

PI. Col. t. 66. f. 1. 

Deep green plumes on .sides of neck ; bronzeil 
green in general above ; gilt tail ; a little rounded. 
Brazil. 

yV. Petasopftortis. Pr. 
Max. Col. 203. 

Large tuft of violet plumes on head ; green of varied 
shades all over ; tail apparently forked. 


7V. Sentatus, Natter. 

Col. 299. 

Throat and face golden-sapphire ; black velvety band 
from one eye to the other ; body above, sides, and 
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small wing-coverts gilded-green ; abdomen and tail- 
corvets white. Brazil. 

Tr. Magnificus. 111. Col. 299. 

Tuft of orange- red on head ; on both sides of neck 
unequal plumes white as snow, terminated by a small 
band of gold-green. Brazil. 


Tr, Mesolencos. Tern. 

Col. 317 . 

Forehead bright sapphire ; a long white band seems 
to divide the body in the middle. Brazil. 

Others have the stalks of tlieir primaries singularly 
widened. 


Tr. B'llophns. IVni. PI. 
(\)1. 13, 3. 

Long tail, much graduated ; toj) of Jiead, bright eme- 
rald ; tMo I lifts of very bright gold colour above the 
e)es. Brazil. 

Broad-shaftvd Bird. {Tr. Latipeniiis.) 

Knl. (> 72 . Vieil. 21. 

Glossy green above ; beneath, ])ale asli ; quills, dusky ; 
the three outer broad in the shaft, and bent.^ 

Among those which have no ornaments, we may 
distinguish the species with forked tail. 


* Tr. Ensipennis- Swainson, Zool. III. 107. 
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White-hellied Humming Bird. {Tr. MelUvorus.) 
Enl. 640. Edw. 35. Vieil. 23, 24, 

Head, throat, and neck, blue, glossed, witli goldback ; 
scapulars, and tail-feathers, green-gold. Four inches. 


Sapphire Humming Bird ( Tr. Smaragdo-Saphy^ 
rinus.) V^ieil. 36, 40. 

Body, green-gold ; throat, rufous ; lower belly, white 
Four inches. 


Red-throated Humming Bird. {Tr. Colubri^.) 
Edw. 30. Catesb. 65. Vieil. 31, 32, and 33 

Green-gold above ; grey beneath ; throat, ruby-colonr. 
About three indies. 


Tobago Humming Bird. {Tr. Maugeanua.) Vieil. 
37 , 30. 

Gilded-green above; brighter underneath; lower 
belly, white. About three inches 


Tr. Amethystmua 
Gm. Enl. 672. 

Throat and front of neck, brilliant amethyst, chang 
ing into purpled brown. Cayenne. 

Tr Furcatu.s. Vieil. 60. 

Crown of head, blue ; plumage in general, green ; tail- 
feathers, stiff*, forming a fork. 



.370 


CLASS A^^E:s. 


Tr. Langsdorfii. Vieil. 
PI. Col. t. 66. f. 1. 

Tail-feathers, much graduated, and finishing in a 
point; brownish-green above; rose-coloured denii- 
collar on the chest. Rio Janeiro. 

Tr. Enicurus. Vieil. 
PI. Col. 66. f. 3. 

Gold-green above ; a white gorget on sides of neck 
and top of breast ; belly, white. Brazil.* 

Among these there are some wdiose lateral quills, 
very much prolonged, are widened at the end. 


Racket-tailed Hnvtminff Bird. (Tr. Platuru.'i.) 
Vieil. 52. 

Green-gold, above ; throat, emerald green ; wings 
and tail, brown ; shafts, very broad, and rufous- 
white. Two and a half inches. 

Finally, we must remark, in consequence of its 
extreme smallness. 

The STiui(l(;,sf of the Huimning-hirds. ( Troch. Mini- 
mus.') Enl. 27 (). 1 Edw. 105. Vieil. 04. 

Of a grey violet, and as large as a bee. 

And one other, on the contrary, because its size 
exceeds that of the rest of the genus. 


• Orlhor. Cora, Less, and Garu. 
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Tr. Gigas. Vieil. 

Gal. 100. 

which is nearly as large as our Martin. 


Other species, with the tail square, slightly in- 
dented, are. 


Tr. Moschihis. L. 

Enl. 227 . 


Small feathers of bill anti head, in one, light ruby ; 
in another, pvirple ; plumage, above, black, with 
green reflexions. Cayenne and Brazil. 


Tr. Carhunculus. 

Vieil. 54. 

Tliroat, fore-part of neck, and breast, colour of deep 
carbuncle. Cayenne. A variery of the last, according 
to M. Yieil. 


Tr. Ourissia. Enl. 227- 

Coppery green-gold ; part of back, breast, and belly 
line deep blue. 

Tr. MeUisugiis. L. 

Enl. G40. 

Front, and upper parts of body, green-gold, chang- 
ing into brown, according to the light. Porto Rico. 

Tr. Ruhmeiis. Gin. 
Enl. 276 . Vieil. 27 . 

Part of throat, very lively red ; green-gold above. 
Cayenne, 

3 r 
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Tr. Auritus, Sh. 

Vieil. 25. 

Bright-gold-green above; white underneath. Cay- 
enne. 


7V. Collaris. Vieil. 

61 and 62. 

Head, rich variable green, and gold ; ruby-coloured 
ruff round the neck. Nootka Sound. 

Tr. Superhus. Sh. 
LoJigirostris. Vieil. 59. Col. 299* 

Crown of head, sky-blue; throat, brilliant scarlet, 
with full feathers; rest, gold-green, paler beneatli. 

S. America. 


Tr. Afrllivoru^'. Krd. 640, 

Head and under neck, deep blue; neck, above, 
green-gold, crossed by a milk-white bar. Cayenne. 

Tr. Lencogaster. Cm. 
Vieil. 4;k 

Crown of head, green-brown, with golden reflexions ; 
white, underneath, especially on belly. Cayenne. 

Tr. M a ml at us. A^ieil. 44. 

Crown of head, brown-gilt; plumage, in general, 
n-reen, above ; a white spot on lower part of breast 
( idarging on belly. 
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Tr. Saphyrinus. Sh. 
Vieil. 35, 57 . 

Above, brilliant gold-green ; front of neck and 
breast, rich sapphire, with violet reflexions. 

Tr, S(piamosus. Tein. 
Col. 203. 

Feathers on throat and neck black, in the middle, 
and white on the edges and end. Brazil. 

Tr. Alhicollis. Id. Col. 203. 

Throat, part of front, neck, middle of belly, and 
lower tail-coverts, snow-white. Brazil. 

Among the Hoopoes (Upupa. Lin.) we place 
af first,* 


The Craves. (Fregiliajs.I Ciiv.) 

Whose nostrils arc covered by feathers directed for- 
wards, whicli Jias occasioned them to be united, by 
many autliors, w ith the crows, to which, in manners, 
they present some resemblance ; their bill is a little 
longer than the head. 


• There have also been described, — 

Orlhor. AmazUia. Less, and Garn. Voy. dc la Coq 31. 

Colibri Cr'ispus. Spix t. 81. f. 1. 

Colibri L(‘nco 2 \>m,us . Spix. t. 81. f. 3. 

Colibri Albof^ularis. Spix. t. 82. f, 1. 

Colibri Helios, Spix. t. 82. f. 2- 

f M. Vieillot has changed this name into Cobacias, which in Linnaeus 
is applied to the Rollers. 
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'file Crave of Europe. (Coreas Gracula. Lin.) 
Enl. y.'J.T. 

Is ol tlic size of a crow, black, with the bill and feet 
red ; its wings reach or exceed the end ot the tail. 

It lives on the highest mountains of the Alps and 
Pyrenees, and builds there, in the clefts of rocks, like 
the chocard ; but it is less common, and does not 
unite in flocks. It eats both fruits and insects. 
"When it descends into the valleys, it is a sign of 
snow and bad weather.* 

Coreas AJfiiih. Lath. 

Above, dusky greenish-black ; breast and belly, ceni- 
reous. (’.nenne. 

Xcir Ilolhnid Crave. 

Entirely black. 

The Hoofoias ])ro])er. (UriFA.) 

Have on the head an ornament formed of a double 
range of long feathers, whicli can be erected accord- 
ing to the inclination of tlie bird. 

We liave one in Europe, 

Vpupa Epopa, Lin. Enl. 5^2. Naum. 14^. 

Of a vinou.s red ; wings and tail black ; two white* 

* We know not what combination of the history of this bird with bad 
figures, has given birth to the imaginary species Corms Eremita, Lin., a 
pretended bird of Switzerland, which nobody has seen since Gesner 
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bands across the wing-coverts, and four across the 
wings of the quill. They seek out insects in himiid 
ground, lay in the holes of trees or walls, and quit iis 
in the winter. 

Caj}e Hoopoe. ( Upupo Capemis.) Enl. ()97- 

Is more analogous to the cranes, because the anterior 
feathers of the tuft, short iind fixed, are directed for- 
ward, and cover the nostrils. 

Vpnpa Minor. Vidl. Prom. pi. ii, aiul (ial. pi 
184. X'aill. Prom. 23 

Body, above and beneath, deep brown-black. F.engtli. 
nine inches, 

The PuoMEUoPs.* Poriss. 

Have no tuft on the head, and have a \erv loiig (ail. 
The tongue, ex(ensi\ e and furcated, permits tiiein to 
live on the juice of dower.s, like the soTiimaugas and 
ealibris. 

We are well acquainted with the 

Cope Promcrojis. {C. Promernp.^, or .Mrrojn i'apd. 
Enl. ()37.) 

Brown above; rump, and under taiUeo\ert', oli\e- 
green; throat and belly, white. Se\ enteen iiiehe-, . 
body, thin. 


* M. Vicillot, in lii' Galer'C, jil. 18 j, has eh.ii'jcd tl.i. M.i'rc i 
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M. XiiiU. tliinks tliat rp^ Fusea, Gm., or Papuen^is, 
Lath. Kill. ()38. i.s the female of Knl. ()39. Upupa 
Parudisinu Srb. 1. }>1. 30, is ihi: Muticivapa Pa rad’i si, 
^^ith tlie bill badly drawn. Up. Afirafifia, Seb. 1. 40, 
is, aeeordino- to all appearanee, a Lassiipie. U. Miwi- 
cftfid, Seba 1. 45, is not from Mexico, as Seba states, 
in ajiplviiiii' tvi it a passage from Nieremberg, lib. 10, 
in wliieli a duck (Jiilv is spoken of. 

I tloubt ^^bether we ought not to place here Pro 

Sliaw ; Prom. hleu. ^"ieil. ; Upupa Indi- 
ra^ Lath. ; or \\bether we ought not to put it near Up. 
K ri! tho rli yiudi os . 

The Eimmac'iii. (EmiACiirs.^ Ciiv.) 

Have, with tlte bill of the lioopoes and ])ronierops, 
scaly featliers, wliicli cover tlie nostrils, as in the birds 
of* Paradise. 'Phey conic troin the same country, 
and arc equally brilliant in their jiluinagc. ^J'he 
feathers of the flanks are also more or less jirolonged 
in the males. 

7//C Kph}ut(‘hus, irith frizzier] onidiuenis. ( Upupa 
Ma^na, Gm. Up, Super/m, Lath.) 

Black ; wedged-tail three times longer than the body; 
feathers of tlie flanks elongated, reined, frizzled, bril- 
liant at the edge, and of a polished-steel blue, which 
also shines upon the head and belly. 

J know not wlietlicr wc ought to place here, or near 
to Mrrops, the 

* The name in Greek of a beautiful bird of India, of an indetermined 
sjiccics. 
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Promerar. Vaill. 8 and 9. 

Lustrous-black above, with a cast of sonibre-grccii ; 
beneath, brownish black. Africa. 

Promerupe. Vaill. 11 and 12. 

Wings and tail, bay-red ; tuft, black. East-Indies. 

Prom. Stjfleur. Vaill. 10. 

Above, clear brown, shaded with olive ; white beh)\N 
Africa. 

These beautiful bird^ of New Ciuinea, rare in tht 
cabinets, are there often found deprived of their leg^, 
which prevents the possibility of determining their 
place. 


Ep. Alhus. Parrif/iMfa 
Alba, Blumenb. Abb. 9b. \'aLll. Ois dr Par, 
pi. 1(). and 17 . and better IVaner. 17- ^ ieil. 
pi. 13. and better (ial. 1S3. 

Placed for a long time with the birds of Paradise, on 
account of its long fascet of white feathers on the 
flanks, the elongated plumes of which have si\ 
threads on every side. Its body is commonlv ot 
a violet-black, with a border of emerald-green to tlu‘ 
feathers on the lower ])art of the breast ; but theia' 
appears to exist some a arieties altogetlier wliite. The 
primary quills of the wings are short, and much le^> 
in number than in other birds. 
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Ths EphnochU'S Promefil. EpvfMichus Magnificus. 
C\iv. Vieii. Prom. 16. 

Of a v elvet-black, tail moderate, and a little forked ; 
head and chest, shining with the most beautiful- 
polihlied-steel blue ; the feathers of the flanks are 
elongated, slender, and black. 

EpimacJim Regius. 
Less, and Garn. Voy. de Duperrey. pi. 28. 
Ptihris Paradiscpus. Swainson. 

Of a purple black ; the upper part of the head, and 
top of chest of a brilliant green ; the feathers of the 
flanks are rounded, edged with green.* 


• Certhia Antardica, Carnot. Ann. Sci. Nat. 1826 , 

Beak and feet black ; throat variegated, yellow and ferrugineous ; head 
and body, entirely reddish-brown; ferrugineous under the wings. 
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SUPPLEMENT ON THE TENUIBOSTRES. 


To the general characters of this family, as described in 
the text, we have nothing to add. The first genus is Sitta, 
which we have chosen to translate by our English name of 
Nuthatch, which, however, is much more extensively 
applied by Dr. Latham. The habits of this genus resemble 
those of the woodpeckers, the creepers, and titmice; and 
many names have been imposed upon them in consequence of 
this analogy, which, however, convey only a partial idea of 
their peculiarities. Their relations with the woodpecker and 
titmouse, consist in their striking the bark of trees with their 
bill, and climbing along the trunk like the former, and they 
have much of the air and countenance of the latter ; but they 
differ from the woodpecker in the form of the feet, tongue, 
and tail, and from the titmouse in the bill. They also pos- 
sess, in their manner of climbing on the trunks and thick 
branches of trees, some analogy with the birds to which usage 
has consecrated the name of creepers ; but they differ again 
from these in the conformation of the bill and tail. It is 
certain that all the species whose mode of life is known, nestle 
in the hollows of trees, and have at least one brood annually. 

Many birds have been classed in this genus, whose right to 
that distinction is more than doubtful. Some of them have 
the lower mandible a little turned up. 

The Common Nuthatch is rather sedentary in the coun- 
tries which it inhabits ; it approaches inhabited places in the 
winter, and sometimes shews itself in orchards and gardens. 
But the woods are its habitual dwelling, and the trunk of 
the tree which furnished its cradle usually constitutes its 
place of nocturnal retirement. Here also is its little maga- 
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zine, where it Iioards its provisions for the winter ; for this 
bird is provident against the want which is consequent on 
tlic rirroiir (d‘ that season. It is observed in autumn to be 
alwavs biiNV in making' its provision of nuts and different 
grains, such as heinpseed, &c. It is not by breaking them, 
like the small granivorous birds, that the nuthatch extracts 
th(?ir substance. It pierces them with powerful strokes of 
the bill, after having fixed them firmly in some cleft or 
hollow. Its mode of pcrcliing is peculiar to itself; for it 
has been remarked that it often suspends itself by the feet, 
or reposes itself on the side, and never in the manner of 
other birds. The nuthatch runs up and down trees in all 
directions, to chase the insects, on which it also feeds when 
grain is deficient. It runs up and down with ecpial facility, 
differing in this respect from the M'cx)dpeckcr, which rarely 
descends, and never except in an oblique line. 

Tile character of this bird is very solitary. Its flight is 
gentle, and its motions are neat and graceful. Its ordinary 
cry is //, //, //, //, //, ^\hich it repeats, with increased pre- 

cijiitation, in climbing about the trees. Besides this cry, 
and the noi^e which it inake^ in striking the bark, it pro- 
duces a very singular sound in putting its bill into a cleft, or 
rubbing it against dry and hollow branches. This noise is 
so loud, that it may be heard at a very considt rable di.s- 
tance. In spring tlie male has a sort of .song, like guirir, 
guirlc, which it frequently rejieats. He and the female 
laliour conjointly in the arrangement of the nest, whieli they 
fix in the liollovv of a tr(‘e, and often in a hollow^ which has 
been abandoned by the woodpecker. Tluy will even make a 
hollow’ themselves in the tree with their bills, if the wood be 
worm-eaten. If tlie external ajierture be tex) large, they 
contract it with unctuous earth. From this circumstance 
they have received in French the somewhat ludicrous deno- 
mination of torc/icpofs, (torrhis, yellow clay,) and also tliat 
of pic-ma^on. In England they arc known by such names 
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as nut-jobhevy wood-cracker^ twit^ nut-cracker^ blue wood- 
pecker^ loggerhead^ and jacbird. 

The female lays five, six, or seven eggs, of a dirty white, 
pointed with reddish, and deposits them on the dust of wood 
and moss. She evinces so much attachment in incubation, 
that she will suffer herself to be taken, rather than abandon 
the eggs. On thrusting a stick into the hole, she will hiss 
like the titmouse. It is even said that she never quits the 
eggs to look for food, subsisting only on what is brought her 
by the male, who, however, is singularly attentive in the 
performance of this duty. The little ones come out in ^lay ; 
and as soon as they can do without the assistance of the 
parents, all the family separate, and each lives alone during 
the rest of the year. These birds rarely have two broods. 
Though of a solitary character, and shunning the society of 
its consimilars, the nuthatch appears to take some pleasure 
in the company of birds of other species, for it is sometimes 
.seen to associate with titmice and crec*pers. 

The nuthatch inliabits the w oods of this country through- 
out the year, but especially in the southern parts. It is 
scarce in France, thougli found pretty far north on the con- 
tinent of Europe, in Russia, Sweden, and Norway, and 
even in Kamtschatka and Siberia. 

Bclon describes a variety under the name of sitfa minor, 
which is altogether like this bird, but smaller and more 
noisy. It is seldom seen but with its female, is very quarrel- 
some, and fights bitterly. Dr. Latham think> it a voung 
bird of the common sort. 

The Sitta PuaiUa is a bird of the Ignited States of Ame- 
rica, and also found in Jamaica. It is a lively, alert bird, 
and difficult to approach. It is fond of the company of the 
sklit woodpecker, with whom it is often found in the pine 
forests. Latham also notices a variety found at Hudson's 
Bay, though perhaps it is a different species. Thenati\es 
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give it an unutterable name, which in their language sigiiifies 
the voracity of this bird for berries, which it eats to excess, 
and also its pugnacious propensities, which it exercises with 
great effect on all small birds who come to dispute its 
favourite nourishment. It makes its nest in the osiers, and 
emigrates during winter. 

The Xekops have great affinity with the last ; but of their 
habits nothing of the least interest is known. The same may 
be said of Anabates and Synallaxis. We insert a figure 
of the wenops anahatoides of Temminck, as illustrative of 
this genus and its subdivisions. 

TheCEEEPEKs, as will be seen in the text, have been divided 
into several sub-genera by our author. The first, or true 
Creepers, has but few species. 

The European Creeper is a little bird, found in the 
different countries of Europe, and is very common in Eng- 
land. It is to be met with as far as Siberia, and the north 
of Asia. Catesby has seen it in Carolina, and M. V oil n, 
another part of North America. It is continu.iih w- jo- 
in climbing along trees, in search of insects, an^l lu u* ho ^ 
which constitute its principal food. It i‘^ of‘ .1 ^ ^ 

from one tree to another, and its voirn r c^nsi^ts 
but sharp cry. It remains during night m th » o( 

the same trees, and makes its nest there, composed of fint‘ 
plants and moss, connected with spider^' w(‘b. The female 
lays five, six, seven, and sometimes nine eggs, which are 
white, with small red spots, as may be seen in the work of 
Lewin, though other writers describe them as ashen with 
points of a deeper colour. 

The Certhia Major^ of Brisson, is only a variety of the 
common creeper, distinguished by superior size. Its plum- 
age and habits are similar. Scopoli has described a bird 
found in Camiola, which he regards as another variety, or 
merely a difference of sex. But the great difference of 
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ootouri^ m Lfttham obserret in his iyMpmf would lead 
ua to ecminifir H a district 

The PictrctLi m amall bkda of this fiuafly^ idl of the 
NewCkmtitieiit. They all alike inhabit the forests^aiid clinib 
against trees, leaning on their tail. They live on womiSy 
which they extract from the bark; lay their eggs In die 
hollows of trees ; do not walk on the ground, and they fly in 
die manner ct the creepers and woodpeckers. They remain 
dngle or in pairs, and never in families; begin to climb 
against the trees, about three feet from the ground ; and do 
not draw the worms from the bark with their tongue like 
the woodpeckers, but introduce their bill to seize them. If 
the worms and insects are too much concealed, they tap with 
their bills against the trees like the woodpeckers. They 
also sometimes use them as a lever to raise the bark. 

Of TxcHonsoMA there is but one species in Europe, the 
Certhia Muraria of Linnaeus. This inhabits divers coun- 
tries, but is not found in England : nor would it appear to 
be a native of Sweden, as Linnaeus does not class it among 
the birds of that country. It is seen on the range of the 
Caucasus, and is supposed with some reason to be also a 
native of China. Its usual haunts are peaked and rugged 
rocks, and the walls of ruined towers, and such like ancient 
structures. It does not climb on trees like the common 
creeper, and chooses for its nestling place the clefts and 
crevices of solitary rocks. It voyages alone, and retires 
southwards about autumn to pass the winter. Its disposi- 
tion is gay, and its voice agreeable. Of the habits of the 
other species, nothing is known. 

Of the subdivision NncTAXiinA, those birds called Guit- 
anxTs are many of them frnxnd in South America. They 
live aa insects, to which some of them unite the sweet and 
viscous juice of the sugar-^cane, which they extract by sink- 
ing their bills into the clefts or fissures in the stalks, from 
which a auperabundance of diis saccharine liquid trickles. 
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Some of these birds lire in flocks, with their congc gcrs, aikd 
with various other little birds ; ’others remain in pairs, but 
n<Hie of them climb. The Greoks of Cayemte ooiifbtiiid them 
with the humming-birds, because, like them, they flutter 
round flowers, to catch with their bills the insects there 
concealed. They make their nests, at least the iq;>ecies whose 
mode of life is known, with great art, suspending it by the 
base to the extremity of a weak and mobile branch, with its 
aperture turned towards the ground. This oonstmction and 
positimi places the brood and the mother in a state of shelter 
from spiders, lizards, and other enemies. Four eggs is the 
usual number laid, and this is repeated many times in the 
course of the year. Of the habits of l>i€StTK and Meli- 
THREPTUs, nothing is known. 

Belonging to the latter genus is the bird here figured under 
the name of Byron'^s creeper, which was brou^t by Captain 
Lord Byron to England tnm the South Sea, and is in the 
British Museum under M; Temmixiokls generic name of 
Drepanis, the Melithr^tus of Vieillot. It is yellowish-red, 
except the quills, which are deep chocolate; the edges of 
the outer wiag4Seathers are edged with white. 

The SouiXAKCAS, (Cinnyris,) are so called from the 
name giren by the inhabitants of Madagascar to a bird of 
their country, and the word in their language signifies sugar- 
eater. Montbeillard has generalized it for all these birds. 
Linnaeus, Latham, and other naturalists, have classed them 
in the divisicm of creepers (certhia)^ with which, in fact, 
they have no relation, except in the curvature of the bill ; 
and even this, in most of them, differs, by having the two 
mandibles toothed like a saw on their edges ; but the den- 
telations are so fine that they cannot be perceived but by the 
aid of a convex lens. They correspond so closely that they 
catch in eadi other. 

The term areepers cannot, with any sort of propriety, 
be iqiplied to these birds, for they do not climb ; and their 
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k$iAt$ and manners ara altogelhar oppodte to. Ilioee of the 
true creepers. 

They have also been confounded with the Imimmng^iirdi^ 
by travellers, and even by naturalists. But thqr have attri- 
butes which are foreign to the latter. They have twelve 
quills in the tail, and the bill is slender, and fcams a 
acute angle than in the humming-birds. They are also dis- 
tinguidied by the length and nakedness of their tarsi, the 
conformation of their toes, claws, and wings. Besides, it is 
now an ascertained fact, that the entire tribe of the humming- 
birds is confined to America. It therefcnre appears, that all 
the African and Asiatic birds, to which that name was given, 
belong to the family of the souimangas, which supply the 
place of the others in the old continent. Like the humming- 
birds, they are adorned with the richest and most brilliant 
colours. The males have been particularly decked in this 
way by the lavish hand of nature. This, however, is cmly the 
case during the seascm of love. At all other times they 
resemble the females so closely, that it is impossible to dis- 
tinguish them by the mere guidance of the plumage. 

The souimangas moult regularly twice a year, and change 
colours at each moulting. But this change occurs in the 
males only. The females preserve constantly the same tints 
in all seasons, when they are once clothed with the colours of 
perfect age. This does not, however, appear to be the case 
with the humming-birds, at least not invariably, though M. 
Levaillant has expressed a contrary opinion. It would rather 
seem, that when these latter have attained their complete 
perfection in this way, it remains for the rest of their lives. 

It is only when the souimangas are thus decorated with 
their brightest plumage, that they employ themselves in the 
construction of their nests, and the education of the young. 
After whidi, they resume their winter plumage, or, to speak 
more correctly, that which characterizes them during the 
rainy season^ the <mly winter oi the suimy climates of the 
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trcqiics. This they preserve until the reapproach of the 
season of reproduction, when they moult a second time, and 
resume their brilliant colours. During both moultings, how- 
ever, they are found more or less vari^ated with the ooloiuv 
peculiar to themselves, according as they are more or less 
advanced in each moulting. From this change of colour, 
twice a year, from the variegation during the two moultings, 
from the difference of the sexes, and the young, it has hap- 
pened that many more species have been described than in 
reality existed. For a proper determinatimi they should be 
studied in their living state, as M. Levaillant has studied 
them, though unfortunately but a small number has come 
under the inspection of that eminent naturalist. It is, there- 
fore, more than probable, that many will be found in our 
additions to the text, which are merely nominal. 

The souimangas live on insects, to which they, add the 
melliferous juice of flowers. This has been denied by some 
naturalists, who have declared that they could not do so, as 
their tongue is unfitted for the purpose : an assertion which 
only proves that such naturalists never beheld the tongue 
in question. It is conformed exactly like that of the hum- 
ming-birds, who live precisely in the same manner. The 
parietes of this UMigue,” says M. Levaillant, are of a 
substance which is corneous, and hollowed into a 
gutter, forming a sort of proboscis, the extremity of 
which is provided with many nervous threads, which, by 
their nature, constitute the first seat of taste. These 
threads serve not only to taste the liquor, but also, as a 
kind of sieve, to prevent grosser materials from passing along 
with the saccharine juice through the tube of the tongue, 
which they would thus obstruct. The hinder part of the 
tongue, which corresponds to the oesophagus, is furnished 
with two elongations, which, passing on each side of the 
laiynx, jn'oceed behind the head to irnfflant tbemsdves in the 
forehead, and serve, as with the woodpeckers, to push the 
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tongue out of the bill, according to the degree of depth trf 
which the bird has need to attain, for the purpose of finding 
its favourite nutriment. 

The souimangas have a cheerful song, and possess much 
vivacity. They are fond of the society of their consimilars. 
They all construct nests, and some of them in the hollows of 
trees. They are known at the Cape by the name of blom- 
(flower-suckers). 

One of them ( Cirmyria Loteniua ) makes its nest on trees, 
between the branches of which it fixes it horizontally. Its 
form is hemispherical and concave, and it is composed almost 
^tirely of the down of plants. The female lays five or six 
eggs, but it is not unusual for her to be driven from the nest 
by a sort of spider, as large as herself, which sucks the blood 
of the young. 

As for the rest of this tribe, there is nothing to be said of 
them, except in the way of description, from which our plan 
precludes us. 

The figure of the long-iilled souimanga is from M. Tem- 
minck^’s works. For the specific characters we refer to the 
table. It is the Prit^andun of Java. 

Passing the Aeachnotheees, respecting which there are 
no details of interest, we proceed to the Humming-bieds. 

These are generally natives of the hottest parts of South 
America, and mostly confined between the tropics. Such as 
remove from thence, only sojourn in the temperate zones 
during summer. They follow the sun — advancing and 
retiring with him. Of two species which are found in North 
America, one penetrates into Canada, and the other to the 
North-west, as far as 54® 12' n. lat., where it has been met by 
Mackenzie. Those of South America do not proceed so far 
from the tropics. M. D^Azara tells us that they do not pass 
35® 8. lat. and many of them are sedentary at Buenos Ayres. 

It seems obtain that none of these birds are found in any 
part of the Old Continent, nor yet in Australasia, or Polynesia. 
VOL. vn. 3 E 
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Nature has confined to America this one of her chef d* oeuvres. 
She has been unusually prodigal of her favours to this little 
race. The brilliancy of their colours, and the elegance of 
their forms, are but ill conveyed by description. The Indians, 
struck with the fire and s})lendour of their hues, which shine 
\nth the united radiance of gems and gold, have given them the 
expressive name of hairs of the sun. These colours have the 
property of presenting a variety of different shades, according 
to the direction of tlie light. They all employ the same 
materials in the construction of their nests ; most of then' 
place it in similar situations, and the eggs are never more 
than two in number : the male and female work at the nest, and 
partake the labour of incubation. The nest is com]x)scd of 
various sorts of cotton, or of a silken down, collected from 
flowers : its texture is so strong and close, tliat it lias the con- 
sistence of a soft and tliick skin ; it is usually placed on a 
hrancli, or attached to a single twig. 

l^'lieir fliglit is continuous, ljumming, and so rapid, that the 
motion of the %vings is imperceptible ; when the bird hovers 
in the air, it appears completely immovable ; it is observed 
to rest some instants before a flower, and then dart like an 
arrow to another, plunging its tongue into tlie bosom of all 
which it visits. 

Th ese birds never walk, or place themselves on the ground. 
They pass the night, and the heat of the day, perched on a 
branch, and often on a thick one. In general, their cries are 
never heard, but when they quit one plant, or tree in flower, 
to seek another. Their cry resembles the syllables te-re^ more 
or less strong and sharp. They are solitary ; and a single 
one on a tree is never approached by the others ; still they 
will sometimes assemble, hovering about in great numbers, 
and crossing each other with excessive rapidity, above plants 
and flowering shrubs. They fight desperately, but disappear 
before one can discover the result of the combat. They do not 
exhibit less courage in attacking other birds which approach 
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their nest : sometimes they will even attack them without 
motive, put them to flight, and even pursue them ; larger 
birds, are thus frequently obliged to give way. 

The descri})tion given of the tongue of the souimangas, 
will serve for the humming-birds- Naturalists are at variance 
on the point whether the humming-birds feed on insects as 
well as tile juice of flowers. Don Felix d'Azara suspects that 
they have other means of noiirishnjent besides the latter ; he 
tells us, that in the environs of the river Plata, where some 
of them remain all the year round, and where there are neither 
w(K)ds nor flowers during winter, he has seen them in that 
season visit spiders’ webs, and he thinks it probable that 
they feed on those insects. He adds, in support of this sus- 
picion, the authority of M. Fr. Isidore de Guerra, a gentle- 
man wortliy of tlie highest credit, who had reared many of 
tliem, and who informed him that they actually do eat 
spiders. But INI. Badier, who observed these birds in Guada- 
loupe, denies that they live at all on the juice of flowers ; he 
assures us that they use their tongue only to catch the little 
insects in the calix of flowers; and that such as he attempted 
to rear with syrup, invariably degenerated and dic'd. He 
adds, that on opening them he found the sugar crystallized 
in the intestines, and that a part of their intestines had lost 
its flexibility and become hardened and brittle. Of all those 
persons who have studied these birds in their native country, 
there are but two, as above-mentioned, who make them feed 
on insects at all, and M. Badier alone excludes the juice of 
flowers. M. Vieillot has also observed them in a living state, 
and he grants the possibility of their drawing up very small 
insects, which may be at the bottom cd* the calices of flowers, 
and also the dust of the stamina ; but though he has killed 
many of them immediatc'ly after eating, he was unable to find 
any insect in the oesophagus, or in the stomach, or any" 
remains of such; which causes him to believe that the juice of 
flowers constitutes their food ; he also believes, in spite of 
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what M. Badier has said, that this may be replaced by syrup or 
melted sugar. M. Mondidier has preserved some of these birds 
from five to six months, by feeding them on a very fine mixture 
made with biscuit, Spanish wine, and sugar, the substance 
of wliicli they took by passing their tongue over it. Honey 
would seem preferable to this aliment. Dr. Latham cites 
a fact, which, though very singular, rests on the best authority, 
that humming-birds have not only been brought alive to this 
country, but a female taken on the nest has hatched her eggs 
in captivity- — “ A young man, a few days before his depar- 
ture from Jamaica, surprised a female humming-bird, wliich 
was hatching ; having caught it, and desiring to procure the 
nest without iniuring it, he cut the branch on which it was, 
and carried the whole on board shi}). The bird became suf- 
ficiently tame to suffer herself to be fed with honey and water 
during the passage, and liatched two young on(‘s. Tlie 
mother, however, did not Jong survive, but the young ones 
were brought to England, and continued for some time in 
possession of Lady Hamond. I'he late Sir H. Englefield 
and Hans Sloane Stanley, Esq. both witnesses of the fact, 
informed the doctor, that tJiese little creatures readily took 
honey from the lips of Lady H. with their bills ; one of them 
did not live long, but the other survived at least two months 
aftei their arrival.^'' 

The doctor also informs us, that (General Davies ])reserved 
several ruby humming-birds alive, for several months, by feed- 
ing them on honey, or syriqis, or a mixture of raw sugar and 
water, which he put in the bottom of the calix of artificial 
flowers, made in the form of a pi])e, and whose colours and 
arrangement approximated to nature as nearly as possible. 

In fine, according to M. d’Azara, Don Pedro de Melo, 
governor of Paraguay, pre.served one of these birds, taken 
adult, for four months. This bird was so familiar that it 
knew its master exceedingly well, would bestow caresses upon 
him, and hover about him to demand food. Then Don 
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Melo would take a vase of very clear syrup, and incline it so 
that the bird could dip its tongue into it. He would also occa- 
sionally give it flowers. With these precautions, the bird 
lived as well as in the fields, and only perished through the 
negligence of a domestic. 

These facts seem very clearly to establish, that the nectar of 
flowers, which may be replaced by honey, syrup, or sugar in a 
state of fusion, is a fit nutriment for these birds, notwithstand- 
ing the contrary opinion of M. Badier. 

It would be useless to repeat all the little marvels which 
imagination has added to the natural history of the humming 
birds, such as their metamorphoses, lethargy during the bad 
season, death, and resuscitation with the flowers ; and this, 
too, in a country where there is no season without flowers. All 
these fictions have been rejected by naturalists of good sense. 

These birds are not distrustful, and suffer themselves to be 
approached within five or six paces, and sometimes nearer : so 
tliat a person placing himself in a flowery bank may catch 
them with a wand, covered with a gluey gum, in his hand. It 
is sufficient to touch them when they arc humming before a 
flower ; but it requires a correct eye, as they are in perpetual 
motion. This mode of catching tliem is attended with the 
inconvenience t)f injuring their plumage ; therefore glue 
should be avoided, as the only object of pursuing them is for 
their plumage. They may be killed by shooting small peas 
with a pop-gun, which requires very great address. They 
may also be brought down by inundating them with water 
from a syringe, or by using sand instead of shot in a pistol. 
Even an explosion from the powder alone, taking aim very 
near, will be sufficient to make them fall. A net of green 
gauze, such as is sometimes used for butterflies, may be 
employed, and is sure to preserve their rich plumage ; but it 
requires great patience, and can only be used on plants and 
dwarf shrubs. 
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We have now given every thing that is kmeim ^eonoefaiilg 
these blinds except specific descripdoiM. 

' We insert figures of two spedesof huminingJnrds^ brought 
from Brasil by M. IkngsdorfP. The first is omted with 
straight simple reddish feathers ; above, the tdrd is ginen, 
indining to reddidi cm the rump and tail, the quills vina- 
ceous ; the frcmt, throat, and hreastof adeep green waved ; the 
colour of the beUy and vent like that of the back, but 
divided from the deep green of the breast by a white patch. 
The lateral crest is of broad feathers, inclining backward ; 
green at the tips ; whitish towards the insertion. 

The other is deep-green, waved all over, except the quills 
of. the wings, which are blackish; and the lateral crest, 
which is of ultra>marine blue, mixed with red. 

The figure of the giant humming-bird is from M. Vieillot. 
It is green-brown above ; deeper on the back ; the rump is 
white, mixed with red ; the upper wing coverts are white, 
bordered with red ; the recjtrices have a little white spot at 
their extremity, and tihere is a white triangular spot at the 
end of the remiges ; the abdomen is white. It is about nine 
inches long, and is much the largest of all the known species. 

The habits of the Craves are like those of the rollers, vdth 
which they are classed by most naturalists. 

Of the Hoopoes proper, we shall only notice the Uptipa. 
epopa. It arrives in Europe in spring, spreads itself as far 
as the most northern countries, and quits this quarter of the 
globe in autumn to pass the winter in Africa* The species is 
sed^tary in Egypt, and almost domestic, for it lives in the 
most populous cities, and nestles in the terraces of the houses. 
In France it is solitary, few of them being ever seen together. 
This bird delights in humid places, where it finds a more 
abundant nutrimeiit. It is seldom found on high mountains. 
'When it perdbes, it is at a moderate hdght. It is also at a 
small elevation that the hoopoe chuses a hole iu which to 
construct its n^t Sometimes it takes one in a wall ; some- 
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tiom in litt did tree, as a ariDPbv, &c.; mA sometimes k 
{il4eas it m die ground aatid tlie roots. It is |itreCeiided that 
it invests it with potters’ clay, and also with the most infec- 
tious substances, which produce a disagreeable exhalatfen 
Inmi the young birds. This, however, appears to be iinoee 
than dm^tful ; fer the bird, in general, is known to make its 
neat ef dried leaves and moss, without fetid matstiaht 
It lays from four to seven eggs, ashen grey, of anehs^ailed 
form, and a little more bulky than those of the blackbird. It 
has various cries, but no song. 

In a state of liberty the hoopoe feeds on terrestrial insects, 
worms, berries, and vegetable substances. In captivity it 
is noiuriehed with raw meat, in Icmg cuts. It grows very 
fat in autumn, and its flesh is in great request in Italy, 
in the islands of the Archipelago, and in various districts of 
France. 

The hoopoe, taken young or old, soon grows familiar, and 
wOl acocHnmodate itself to various kinds of food which it 
would not take when free. It must never be kept in a cage, 
but suffered to run freely through gardens and houses. Like 
all insectivorous birds, it drinks little. 

Of the PaoxBEOPs and Epimachi we are unable to add 
any thing to the specific descriptions of the text and table. 
The Epimachi are classed with the Promerops by most natu- 
ralists. ^ 

We now proceed to the last family of the Passeres, resuming 
the text of M. Cuvier. 
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The M. Saritpiii of ^"ailL 6, seeui^ to bo the 
siiine as J/. Supen 'tliobus, I\l. Levaillant speaks 
of three distinet varietieN, |)roj)er resj)eetivelv to 
Persia and to Senegal, and to Rlalimba and 

Mada<xasear. 

Culler s Ree-eatcr. J/. Cnv'u’vL VuUl. 9, and 8>vain> 
sonV Illustrations 7^, under the name of Savigiuj. 

Bar across ti)e eyes, and rump Idaek ; throat white; 
foreliead and sides ot head with a wlute band; rc'ddisli 
green on the back ; bnglu grc'en beneath. 

Lamarclc s Bec-eafer. J/. rbv(//,s‘, (im. J/. Ijiiniawk. 
Vaill 10. 

Green-gold abo\e, inclining to])lue; tail-co\erts green 
below ; tliroat blue. 

Many sj)ecies, ne\ crtlieless, have tlie tail lu^arh 

‘'fjuaretl, 

Pfi(Jtppi}ir Bn -vater. {Mr. Ph/h pi nN\.) 4]nl. oj 

J)ull-grccn. :j])o\ c , ruin}» and tail, blue -grceai ; stripe 
of ])kick on side of liead ; beneath, pale-gretn. Xiiu 
indies. ]^lii]ip])ine Islands. 

Cfnjntnr Brc~v(if*‘r. {Mr. Caj/fnirnsi.s. tok) 
Liglit brow nidi-green ; (juills and tail, rufous. 

X.B. ddiis ])ird does not belong to ( avenue. 

Rr<l-frh/(jr(I Brr-eatrr. ( Mr. EnjUt rop/rn/s.) 31 8. 

Dull-green, above ; pale rufous-ehesinit, beneath. 
Senegal. 
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Malimbic Bee-eater, Malimbicus.) Shaw. Or 

Birolor. Daud. Ann. du Mus. I. 62. Vaill. .5. 
V ieil] . Gal . 1 86. 

Head and neck, blate colour; body, wings, and tail, 
vinaceous; dark streak through the eyes. Ten inches. 
Maliinba. 

Red-throated Bee-eater. M. Gularis. Nat. 
Mis. 337 . 

Velvet-black, throat ; blood-red, forehead ; rump, 
scapulars, and two middle tail-feathers, edged with 
Idue. Sierra Leone. 


^rhe Rnjf'ed Bee-eater, (d/. Airf ictus.) Col. 310 

Top of the head, greeji ; blue and pink, throat; and 
fore-]iart of breast covered with large, l(x>se, deep-red 
feathers. Sumatra. 

Tile M. Daudiii. \"aill. 14, seems allied to tlie 
Philij)pine Bee-catia-. 

Coromandel Bee-eater, (d/. Coromandus.) Lath. 
Sonnerat's Second Voy or G. Cytrin. Vaill. 11 

Head and neck, yellow ; beneath, greenish-yellow ; 
black streak through the eye. 

Varied Bee-eater. AT. Quint icolor. Vaill. 15. 

Throat, orange-yellow, with a blackish -green collar ; 
scapulars, and upper wing-coverts, green ; rump, 
3 F 2 



404 


CLASS AVE8. 


blue; quills of tail, blue; above, greenish; under- 
neath, breast, and belly, yellowish-green. From 
Ceylon. 

Red-winged Bee-eater. M. Minutue. Vaill. 17- 

Above and middle tail-feathers, green ; quills, brick- 
dust color, tipped with black. 

Leschenaulfs Bee-eater. {M. Leschenault.) Vaill. 18. 
Very like M. Quinticolor^ but with a black band. 


Bullock'' s Bee-eater. (M. Bullock.) Vaill. 20. 

Feathers, shorter and more silky than in the other 
species ; yellowish-green, above ; bluish on the head ; 
middle wing-feathers tipped black ; red round patch 
on throat ; breast and belly, yellow ; vent, blue. 


Sometimes the tail is a little forked, but that 
again depends often on the state in which they are 
kiUed. 


Swallow-tailed Bee-eater. {M. Taiva.) Vaill. 8. 

Y ellowish shining green, above ; black band through 
the eyes ; black patch on throat ; collar and rump, 
blue. South Africa and Egypt. 

Pirik Bee-eater. (M. Urica.) Swainson. 111. 8. 
Glossy olive-green, above; and beneath crown and 
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neck, chesnut; chin and throat, sulphur coloured; 
band, black. Java.* 

The Me. Congener. Aldr. I. 876. is not authen- 
ticated. The Gofer, Gm. is Upupa Promerops. The 
Brasiliensis of Seba, is probably a Troupiale. The 
M. Monachus, Corniculatus, and Cyartops are thrushes. 
M. Phrygim Cincinnati, Cvanlatus, Cyanops, ganUm, 
FascicidatmCarunculatm of Latham, appear to me to 
be Philedons, and I have satisfied myself that most of 
them are so. The M. Cinerem is a Soui-Manga with 
a long tad. 

We should place near the bee-eaters certain birds 
with a long tad and metallic plumage, placed hitherto 
among the promerops, but of which the two external 
toes are united nearly as much as in the bee-eaters. 

Bed Billed Promerops. Promerops Moqueur, Upupa 
Erythrorynchos, Lath. The young with a black bill. 

Black with a red gloss in some lights ; white spot 
on inner web of first six quids. Abyssinia. 

Namaqmis Promerops. Prom. Namaquais, Vadl. 


♦ To the above may be added, — 

Merops Javanicus, Horsf. Lin. Trans. XIII. M. Melanurus. Vig. 
and Horsf. M. OrientaHs, M. Carulesccns, M. AlbifrouSy and M, Chryto- 
cephcdus of Latham, with other from the General History which are more 
doubtful. Also, Guepiergrit rote; G, Sormi; G. Adantony and G. Ronge- 
gorge, from Le Vaillant. 
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^idoin. C^anomelas, Vieill. Bill thinner and more 
curv^ed than in the last ; tail not so long or so much 
cuneiformed. Shining black with bluish reflexions, 
and the white spots on the tail. 

The bee-eaters appear to be wanting in America, 
where tlieir place appears to be in some measure 
supplied by 


The Motmots. (Prionites, Dliger.) 

Which have similar feet and gait, but differ by a 
stronger bill, the edges of which are serrated 
in both mandibles, and by a bearded tongue like a 
feather, after the manner of that of the toucans. 
They are handsome birds, about the size of the pie, 
with tlie plumage of the head loose like the jay’s ; a 
long wedged tail, the two middle quills of which are 
barbed in the adult, for a small space, not far from 
the end, w'hich gives their tail a very peculiar form. 
They fly badly, live in solitude, nestle in holes, feed 
on insects, and even pursue small birds. 

Brasilian Motmot. ( Ramphastos Momota.) Gm. 
Enl. 370 . P. Brasiliemis. 111. Vaill. Ois. de Par. 
pi. 37 and 38. 

Green above ; quills, blue ; reddish-green beneath ; 
black dot on chest ; spot of velvet black on the 
head, with green before it, and blue behind. Size 
of a magpie. South America. 
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ReA'headeA Motmat. (Mfdfmi Dombeff,) Jpc. 

cit. pi. 39, and Vieill. pi. 190, 

lake the laat, bitt the head $8 red^ 9 nd it has but 
tea caudal feathers, of whieb theodier hae’tw^alve- 

Pr. Marcii, Spix. 9. 

Head, green % cheeks, and spot on chest, black ; quills 
bluish-chesnut. 

The Tutre of Paraguay of Azara, J^^o. 52, is at least 
nearly allied to these. 

The Kingfishers. (Alcedo L.) 

Have shorter feet than the bee-eaters, and the bill 
much longer. It is straight, angular, and pointed. 
The tongue and tail are very short. They live on 
small fish, which they catch by precipitating them- 
selves into the water from the top of some branches, 
where they remain perched to watch their prey. 
Their stomach is a membranous sack. They nestle 
like the bee-eaters in holes on the rivers’ banks. 
They are found in both continents. 

The European Species ( Alcedo Ispida.) Enl. 77* 

As large as a sparrow ; is greenish above, waved 
with black j a broad band of the finest aquamarine 
blue, predominates along the back j the under 
part, and a band on each side of the neck, are 
reddish. 

The foreign species, like our own, have almost all 



408 


CLASS AVES. 


a loose plumage, varied with diflferent shades of blue 
and green. 

They may be distinguished according to their 
bills, which are sometimes simply straight and 
pointed, as in the common species. 

Great African Kingfsher^ Alcedo Afra, Sh, Mamma. 
Lath. Enl. 679. 

Deap lead-colour ; ferrugineous beneath, covered with 
small white spots ; crest on head and neck ; size of a 
crow. Africa. 

Belted Kingfisher. {Al. Alcyon^ 71 ^ 593, and 

Wilson’’s Amer. III.) 

Bluish-ash, above ; white beneath ; collar and spots 
white ; crested. Size of a blackbird. North Ame- 
rica. 

The Ispida Carolinensis of Briss. and Jaculott Cine- 
reus of Klein. 

Cinereus Kingfisher. ( Al. Torquata.) 284. 

Bluish-ash, above ; chesnut underneath ; collar and 
spots, white. Size of a magpie. Mexico. 

Black and White Kingfisher. ( Al. Rudis.) 62 

and 716 . 

Black and white above ; white beneath. Eleven 
inches. Asia and Africa. 

Rufous and Green Kingfisher^ or Spotted K. of 
Shaw. ( Al. BicoJor. 592.) 

Green above, with a few white spots; under part 
gilded rufous. Eight inches. Cayenne. 
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fVkite and Green Kingfisher. (Al. Americana, 591.) 

Dark green above, marked with white ; beneath, white 
Seven inches. Cayenne. 

Indian Kingfisher, Al. Bengalensis, Ed. II. 

Blue-green above ; rufous beneath ; head striped blue 
and rufous. Four and a half inches. 

There is a smaller variety without the rufous on the 
sides of the head. 

Blue-headed Kingfisher. (Al. CiBruleocephala.) 
Enl. 356. 

Back and wings blue ; throat white ; beneath rufous. 
Four and a half inches. India and Madagascar. 

Crested Kingfisher. Al, Cristata. J56. 

Bright blue above ; scapulars violet ; beneath pale- 
rufous ; stripe on neck, blue. Five inches. Philip- 
pine Islands. 

Purple Kvngfisher. Al. Purpurea, 77^* 2. 

Head, rump, and tail, golden rufous ; back and wing- 
coverts, blue black ; underneath, rufous white. Near 
seven inches. India. 

Rufous Kingfisher. Al. Madagascariensis. JJS, 1. 

Rufous above ; beneath white, and slightly rufous. 
Five inches. Madagascar. Much allied to the 
ISLSt. 

Supercilious Kingfisher. Al. Superciliosa. 756, 

Green above ; throat orange ; belly whitish ; stripe 
over the eye, orange. Five inches. Cayenne. 

VOL. VII. 3 G 
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Xhxv^-frmted Kmgfifher. A. Cinet^eifrene, Vieill. 
Gal. 187. 

Blue above ; wing-coverts and scapulars black ; throat 
and belly wliitish ; upper mandible yellow, with red 
and black spots ; forehead grey. Malimba. 

Biru Kingfisher. A. Biru. Bbrsf. Java. Col. 239. 
Pale azure; quills, brown within, beneath white. 
Java. 

Half-coUared Kingfisher. A. Semitorquata. Swain- 
son 111. 154. 

Bluish-green ; beneath, buff ; black bars on the head, 
and collar, and on the breast. Africa. 

Asiatic Kingfisher. A. Asiatica. Ib. 50. 

Shining-blue, above ; beneath, rufous ; head, black, 
transversely banded with blue. India. 

And sometimes they have the lower mandible 
swelled out. 


Cape Kingfisher* Al. Capensis. 599. 

Blue green above, inclining to ash ; underneath, 
fulvous ; chin white. Fourteen inches. South Africa, 
and probably India and China. 

Black-capped Kingfisher. Al. Atricapilla. 673. 

Head and neck, above, black ; upper parts deep blue ; 
throat and belly white and rufous. Ten inches. 
China. 

Smyrna Kingfisher. Al. Smyrnensis. 232, and 894. 

Chesnut ; throat white. Eight and a half inches. 
Smyrna. 
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Vari^ieftMof this seem be fooad in. .Java and 
India. 

This is one of the two species distinguished by 
Aristotle. 


Ternate^ Kingfisher. AL Dea. 116. 

Head, glossy blue \ back brown, margined with blue ; 
underneath, rose white. Thirteen and a quarter inches. 
Island of Temate. 

M. Vigors makes this the type of his gmus Tany- 

SIPXSHA. 

Green^headed Kingfisher. Al. Chlorocephala. 7^* 

Head, green ; back, dusky black ; beneath, white. 
Nine inches. The Molucca Islands* Probably allied 
to the collared species. 

Coromandel Kingfisher. Al. Coromanda, Sonn. 218. 

Reddish lilac above ; throat and beneath, white and 
rufous ; white spot on rump. Size of a blackbird. 
Coromandel Coast. 

White-headed Kingfisher. Al. Letieocephala Java- 
nica. Sh. 7^7- 

White above ; head, streaked with black ; wings and 
tail, greenish blue. Twelve inches. Java. 

Senegal Kingfisher. Al. Senegalensis. 594 and 356. 

Back, blue ; head, grey ; black mark before the eye. 
Nine indies. Senegal. 

Crah-eating Kingfisher. Al. Cg^ncrQphaga. Sh. 334. 

Blue-green above ; black patch on wings; pestocular 
3 G 2 
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Streak, black ; fulvous-yellow beneath. Twelve 
inches. Senegal. 

Blavk-billed Kingfisher. AL Melanoryncha. Tern. 
Col. 391. 

Bill large and black ; head and under parts, buff 
waved ; wings, rump and tail, green. Celebes. 

Varied Kingfisher. A. Omnicolor. T. Col. 135. 

Bill and feet, red ; back and belly, deep blue ; quills, 
green ; coverts and head, black ; neck, waved black 
and deep blue ; throat, waved red and black. Java. 

Double-eyed Kingfisher. A. Diops. Id. Col. 212. 

Above, ultramarine, with the vent and collar of same ; 
a white patch between the nostril and eye ; and under 
parts, white. Amboina, Celebes, &c. 

Stubbed Kingfisher. Dacelo Concrete. Id. Col. 346. 

Short and thick ; feathers of the head rather elongated ; 
bill yellow, except the upper part of the upper man- 
dible ; the whole bird varied with deep and light blue, 
orange, green, and white. Sumatra. 

Dacelo Cinnanioninm. Swain. 111. 67 . 

Blue-green; beneath, cinnamon. New Zealand. 

It is of this division that Dr. Leach has formed his 
genus Dacelo. 

N.B. In several of the figures in the Planches 
ErdumineeSy the bill is not sufficiently swollen. 

There are, however, some in New Holland and in 
the neighbouring countries, with the mandible 
crooked at the end. In many of them the plumage. 
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being greyish, and not smooth, shows that they do 
not frequent the waters. They live on insects, and 
have been called in French Martins-chasseu/rs^ 

Great Brown Kingfisher. Ah Fusca. Gm. Gigantea^ 
Sh. Enl. 633. 

Olive brown above; pale blue green underneath. 
Eighteen inches being the largest species. New 
Guinea. 

Little Kingfisher. Col. 277* -Dac. Pulchella. Horsf. 

Tern. 

Bill deep red ; back and tail barred blue and black ; 
crown of head blue, with whitish spots ; throat white ; 
belly orange ; front, back and sides of the head dirty 
red ; quills black, spotted with white. Java and 
Sumatra. 

Blue-eared Kingfisher* D. Cyanotis* Col. 262, 

Bill red ; feathers of head and neck brown ; top of 
head and tail orange ; through the eyes, and round 
the head and coverts, deep blue; underneath white. 
Java. 

D, Gaudiehaud, Quoy and Gaim. PI. 25. 

Deep black on the head and shoulders ; white patch 
on throat, extending to sides of neck, and forming a 
collar ; back, rump, and upper wing-coverts bright 
blue. New Holland.^ 

* Other species have been mentioned, as — 

Alcedo MeUtnoptera. Horsf, A, Collarisy A* Sacra^ and A. MoiCvlata. 
Lath. Also, the Guriac, Black-winged, Dun, Black-backed, Lybian, 
Nubian, Ferrugineous, Rose-cheeked, Blue-crested, and the Trinidad King- 
fishers, by the same ; and A* Fenerata,A, Tuta, and A, CrUhaca^ by Gmelin. 
These seem to be more doubtful — A. .MgypUa, A. Novkb GmruEf A. Flavin 
cansy A. Ccerulea, and A. Capanenstt of Gmelin, A. Amazonia, and A, Suri- 
mensis of Latham, and A, Leuchoryncha of Seba. 
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The Cetx 4 Lacepede* 

Are kingfishers, with the common bill, but are 
destitute of the internai toe. Thei^ are* two species 
in the Indies. 

Three-toed Kingfisher. AL Tridactyla. Pal. and Gm. 

Azure blue above ; yellowish white underneath 
Four inches. Java. 

M. Temminck connects this with the purple King- 
fisher, notwithstanding the difference in the toes. If 
he is correct the number of toes must vary. 

Azure Kingfisher. Al. Tribrachys. Sh. Nat. Mis. 
PI. 681. 

Fine deep blue above ; buff underneath ; streaks buff 
and white. Seven inches. New Holland. 

Meninting Kmgjisher. Ale. Meninting. Hors. 

Col. 239. 

Light-blue above, speckled with white on the head ; 
beneath white, with a blue collar ; tips of wings and 
tail black. Java. 

The Todies. (Todeus. Lin.) 

Are small American birds, very like the Kingfishers 
in general form, and which also have the feet and 
bill elongated; but the latter is flattened horizon- 
tally, and obtuse at its extremity. The tarsi are more 
elevated, and the tail less short. They live onilies, 
and nestle on the ground. 

Green Tody. Todus Viridis. Enl. 585. Vieill. Gal. 124* 
Beautiful green above ; yellowiah-white beneath ; 
throat spot red. Four inches. Jamaica and he 
Continent. 
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The T. Gervlaem appears to be a Kingfisher. Ed. 

The Todm Juscus, T. Jerruginetms, 7*. plv/mbeus, 
T. syhiot T. cinereus, and T. varius, have also been 
named. 

The following species have been improperly re- 
ferred to this genus ; — Todm Regius, Enl. 289 ; 
Paradiscem, ib. 234 ; Leucocephalm, Pallas, and the 
two Platyrhinci of Desmarest, which are Todus Ros- 
tratus and Nasutus of Shaw, or the To. Phtyrhynchos 
and Macrorhynchos of Gm. VieUlot gives the first. 
Gal. 126. 

We shall terminate the history of this order by 
the most extraordinary of its genera, which have not 
so much resemblance to the other Syndaclyli as they 
have to one another, and which might very well 
make a particular family. These are 

The Hornbills. (Buceros, L.) 

Large birds of Africa and the Indies, which their 
enormous denticulated bill, surmounted by promi- 
nences sometimes as great as itself, or at least 
strongly swelled out above, renders so remarkable, 
and connects with the toucans while their port and 
habits approximate them to the ravens, and their 
feet are those of Merops and Alcedo. The form of 
the excrescences of the bill varies with age. The 
interior is usually cellular. The tongue is small, at 
the bottom of the throat. They take all kinds of 
food, hunt mice, small birds, and reptiles, and do 
not disdain carcasses. 
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Hornbills with protuberance on the bill. 

Rhinoceros Hot'nhUl, (^Buc. Rhinoceros,) Enl. 934. 
Vaill. Cal. 1 and 2. B, Africanus^ Vail. pL 17, may 
probably be a variety of age. B, Niget'^ according to 
M. Temminck, is the same, badly preserved. 

Black ; dirty white, beneath ; protuberance on the bill 
as large as bill itself, and turning upwards. Bird, 
three feet and upwards long, from tip of bill to end 
of tail. 

Unicorn HombilL ( B, Monoceros,) Sh. Enl. S^3. 
VaiU. 9, 10, 11, and 12. 

Black, glossed with green and purple ; three outer 
quills of wings and tail white ; the prominence on 
the bill prolonged into a kind of horn. 

Great-billed Hornbill. (B, Cassidix,) Tern. Col. 210. 

Bill, very large, bright yellow ; prominence on bill 
very large, and semi-circular ; body, wings, and 
thighs greenish shining black ; top of head marron. 
Celebes. 

Malabar HombilL ( P. Malabaricus^ Lath, or Alhi- 
rostris,) Sh. Col. 14. 

Black above, with violet and green ; beneath white ; 
first quills of the wing, and three exterior tail fea- 
thers, white; helmet varying with age. Malabar, 
Coromandel Coast. 

Trumpet HornhilL (B. Buccinator,) Col. 284. 

Green, above ; belly and vent, white ; tail tipped with 
white ; prominence, or bill, trumpet-shaped. Cape. 
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Gingi Harnhilh {B. Gingiwnua,) Son. Second Voy. 
t. 121. VaiU. IS. 

Cinereous grey, above ; black band beneath the eye ; 
breast and belly, white; tail, cuneiform, with two 
middle feathers rufous grey, tipped with black. 
Gingi. 

Bifronted HomhilL (B* Bicomis,) Vaill. 7* the 
adult female ; Cavatus, Id. 4, is the middle-aged 
male. Plates 3 and 5 are altered individuals. 

Black with white patch on second quills ; protuber- 
ance forming a double horn. Philippine Islands. 

Bontian or Indian HornhilL (£. Hydrocoraw,) Enl. 
282, the young. Col. 283, adult. Vaill. t. 6. 

Brown ; cheeks and throat, black ; greyish half-collar 
on neck. Molucca Islands. 

Violaceous Hornhilh {B. Violaceus.) Id. 19. Ahys^ 
sinicus, Enl. 779» the middle age. Vaill. 
Ap. 230 and 31, adult birds. Vieill. Gal. 191. 

Like B. Monoceros^ but with the three last quills on 
each side the tail, white. Coromandel. 

Channelled Hornbilh (B. Sulcatus,) Col. 69. 

{B. Leucocephalus.) Vaill. 

Blackish-green, face ; front of neck, whitish ; beneath, 
reddish ; prominence, channelled longitudinally ; 
feathers of the head, long, red. Celebes. 

Panayan or Furrowed Hornbill. (JB. Panayensis,) 
Enl. 780, female ; 78 I 9 the old male. Vaill. Col. 16, 
VOL. VII. 3 H 



418 


CLASS AYES* 


17^ 18. B. ManiUensia. Enl. 891> msy be the 
young, the B. Enleiroatris. Wagler. 

Greenish-black, above, changing into blue in different 
lights ; under parts, more dusky ; feathers of neck, 
elongated. Isle of Panay. 

Stripedr^taUed or Angola Hombill. (B. Fasciatus*) 
Vaill. Af. 233. B. Melanoleucus, Vaill. 

Tail, with alternate black and white bands. Africa. 

Plowed HornhilL {B. Ewarattis.) Col. 211. 

Blackish green, all over ; pronunence channelled lon- 
gitudinally ; feathers of the head, long. Celebes. 

Hornbills without a prominence on the bill, 

B. Javanicm. VaUl. Cal. 22, the young male. 
Id. Ap. 230, old male, the same as the Col. de 
TVaidjim. Labill. Voy. B. Undulatus. Shaw. Vaill. 
Col. 20 and 21, are the females. B. JEkytlirorynchosy 
Enl. 260. Vaill. Af. 238, the young. 

JB. Hastatus. Cuv. Enl. 890. Vaill. 236 and 237- 

Bill, much arched; greyish, above; each feather 
edged with white. Senegal. 

Crowned HornhilL (B. Coronatua,) Shaw. Vaill. 
Af. 234 and 5. 

White bond from the comer of the eye passing round 
the back of the head. South Africa. 

(B. Bengalenais,) Vaill. Cal. 23. 

Bill, smooth, large; black-brown; wing, blue-grey; 
coverts, black tipt. Ceylon. 
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N.B. The B. Galeatus^ of which the head only is 
known, Enl. 933, and which Vaillant moneoudy 
thinks an aquatic bird, is a true hombill, in which the 
prominence is furnished with a horn excessively thick, 
especially at the anterior part. Gen. Hardwick has 
lately described and figured the examples. Third 
Lin. Trans, xiv. t. 23. 


B. Awhigenas. Swainson. HI. B. McdmfoiMu. Raff. Lin. Trans. B. 
Comvius, Id. ib. B. Jvhcdm. Vaill. Diet. R. PUcatut. Lath. 

B, Grisetu. and B, Vindit* may probably be Philedons. B. Rvber, 
Lath, and Sh. is CorcuAa Jlfi^rit. B. Albui^ according to Wagler, is an 
aquatic bird. B, OrientaUt. Sh. is Scythrops Kowb HoUandk. 

The CoHjioakio of Vaill. is Fhiledon Comicttlaiui. 


3 H 2 



4£0 


CLASS AYES. 


SUPPLEMENT ON THE SYNDACTYLL 

The Sykdactylis, or second division of the passerine 
birds of Cuvier, includes those only which have the middle 
and external toes united as far as their penultimate articula- 
tions. The word has been applied by other ornithologists, 
particularly M. Vieillot, to certain of the aquatic birds whose 
feet are more or less palmated, and afiPords, therefore, an 
example of the difficulties imposed on the uninitiated in 
zoology by the various terminology of the professors and 
masters of the science. Those who have bestowed a life of 
severe laboiu* in the praiseworthy investigation of animated 
Nature, seem too often blind to their own legitimate merit, 
while they seek for reputation in the puerile invention and 
application of new names; but, not to digress, suffice it to say, 
that sjmdactyli, with our respected author and his followers, 
means a division of the present order ; with other authors, 
it means something else. 

This small division will be seen by the text to include only 
the bee-eaters, the Pvtonitea of Illiger, which M. Vieillot 
calls the Bariphonua^ i. e. the Motmots of Latham, &c. ; 
the Kingfishers, with their sections ; the Ceyco of Lacepede ; 
the Todies ; and the Hom-bills. 

In the form of the body, mode of flying, locality, and even 
habits, there is some analogy between the Bee-eatebs and 
the swallows ; so much so indeed that in the neighbourhood 
of the Cape, where they most abound, the Dutch colonists 
call them mountain swallows. 

In addition to their generic characters, already indicated, 
we may add, that they have one toe turned backward and 
three forward ; and, that in common with the present division, 
the outer toe and the middle are united. The tail varies 
in shape, being square and forked in some species, and 
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having the-two middle tail-featherslarger than the restin others. 
This has given rise to three divisions 6f the genus. The 
males are rather larger than the other sex, and more brilliant 
in colours. 

Like the swallows, the bee^ters eat, drink, bathe, &o. in 
fljring, and seem to perch, not, like most other birds, to search 
for food, but merely for the purpose of rest. The winged 
insects, and more especially bees, constitute the food of these 
birds ; but although they are named in French guSpiers, 
or wasp-eaters, it seems probable that they do not attack these 
insects, but confine th^nselves, if possible, to the honey-bee. 
Our countryman Ray seems to conclude that they feed on 
small fish, probably from their habit of flying over the 
surface of water, and frequenting marsh lands. They nestle, 
in general, like the kingfisher and river-swallows, in holes mi 
the banks of rivers; and although th^ are said to make 
these holes themselves, by means of the bill and claws, they 
are sometimes expelled from them by the swallows. 

In their social habits the several species of bee-eaters seem 
to differ, some living in large societies, some in single pairs, 
and some in small families. M. Levaillant observes that in 
the parts of Africa he visited, the square or forked-tailed 
bee-eaters live in small families : while those which have the 
two intermediate tail-feathers longer than the rest, live in 
larger bands. 

It has been said, absurdly enough, that these birds can fly 
backward. The fact is, that their rapid turns at times, while 
on the wing, in pursuit insects, which endeavour to evade 
their destroyer by acute angles in flight, have induced this 
delusion. 

They are, it seems, good eating, and are said to imbibe a 
sweet flavour (rom the honey of the bees which they feed on. 
The skin, however, is coriaceous. 

Enough may have been said already of the specific cha- 
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wd mA are white ; the back^ sides, eild hitenaediete 
iail'fMdiers, whkh extend a little bejond the otbar, are of 
light buiff colour; the wings are white, but the h^asieral 
Itethare aiMl the quilk for ai^ut half their leaogtli, are of a 
fine ultra-mariue blue, tipt with black; the rump also is Uite, 
which colour extends up the back to a point ; the outermost 
or long tail-featlws are tipt with black, and the lataral tafl^ 
feathers are ash-coloured, for about half their length from the 
insertion, then white, and finally tipt with black. 

Fernandez originally described under the name of Motmot 
the type species of the genus now so named. We have seen 
that it is not far removed from the bee-eaters, and differs, 
perhaps principally, in the indented bill and penciUated 
tongue. Brisson, by suppressing the latinized this word 
mamotuSf and applied it to a genus, llliger, ever proud 
of his classical learning, however happy, in general, in the 
application of it to zoology, designated the genus by the 
name prionitesy in reference to the indentations of the bill-— a 
character, by the way, we must observe, by no means peculiar 
to the motedot, and, therefore, not with propriety one from 
which it should be named. M. Vieillot, having appropriated 
the Greek of llliger to one of the families of his Sylvia, has 
coined a new name for the motmot — ^this name, bmrjfphontcsy 
has reference to the voice of the bird, said to be not unlike 
that of a man. 

We are not as yet well4nformed cm the natural habits of 
the motmots, though D^Azara has written at scmie length cm 
their manners in captivity. Piso states, that they build on 
the munmits of high trees ; but the better opinion appears to 
be, thst, like the pirecedmg geuus, they betake themarives to 
hole# in the grcmnd for the purpose of nidification ; D' Aiara 
des^rfl>e8 t^tcse he hiid 5 as heavy and stiff in their movements, 
whiid^ctei tite ground, wa^ by sudden and oblique kaps, with 
the legs vary wide : tlmir tail was in constant modem ; they 
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were fed with bread and raw meat, the latter of which they 
preferred. If a small bird, or mouse, were let loose in the 
chamber in which the motmots were kept, they would pursue 
it in a most determined manner, and when possessed of 
their prey, would strike it violently against the ground 
with their bill. This did not appear to be done merely for 
tlie purpose of killing it, but to break the bones, in order to 
swallow the whole more easily. 

The two middle tail-feathers are more than three inches 
larger than the others, and these feathers are frequently found 
partially denuded of webs ; this peculiarity is indeed so 
common, that it was for some time considered generic ; but, 
as it is never found in the young birds, and not always in the 
old, there seems to be no doubt that it results from some 
hitherto unknown habit, and it is not improbable that if these 
birds breed under ground, the effect in question may result 
from some friction during the breeding season. 

The Kingfishers, Alcedo, have in general a body thick 
in proportion to its length ; a large head ; the bill long, angu- 
lar, and thick at the base ; the nostrils small, and in general 
covered with feathers ; the tongue fleshy, short, and sharp ; 
the tarsi very short ; the toes, four ; and, as in all the syn- 
dactyli, the outer toe and the next are united ; the tail is in 
general very short. Some of these birds have a crest, but 
more of them are without. Their stomach is like that of the 
rapacious birds, and, like them, they return at the mouth, in 
small pellets, the indigestible parts of their food. 

The species of this genus are very numerous, and are 
spread over almost all the world. In Europe, however, we 
have but one, which is as vivid and highly ornamented, as to 
colour, as any European bird, though much inferior in 
beauty to those species of the genus which are found within 
the tropics. The largest of the species are nearly as big as a 
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crow ; but the smallest do not much exceed the size of the 
nighlingale. 

Few birds have given rise to more superstition and folly in 
mankind tlian these. The Greeks called the common s})ecies 
Ah'ifon^ from Alcyone, the daughter of -<TColus, and wife of 
Ceyx, on whose death, by drowning, as the ])oets inform us, 
she threw herself into the sea, and both were metamorphosed 
into kingfishers. M. Lacepede has sepaiated the kingfishers 
with three toes into a distinct genus under the name of Geyx. 
The ancients had, moreover, mciny superstitious notK)ns with 
regard to these birds; and even in the present day, and in 
very different parts, as in Siberia and the Soutli Sea Islands, 
they are still looked upon with veneration and awe. 

It was till lately consideied that fisli was the general if not 
the sole food of all the birds of this genur>, tJiough at times 
they are obliged to satisfy themselves with worms and insects. 
This is certainly true as to such of the s]>ecies as are inhabi- 
tants cf the banks of rivcTs. 

The rage for iinpiovemc'nl. and assist 'hkj ihv iiicinurij by 
the invention of nev\^ genera, has extended itself to tlie king- 
fishers, altlmiigh the numerous sj)ecics of tlu'se l)irds, widely 
spread over the surface of the earth, arc‘ as yet insufficiently 
known for the ])ur])oses of inlerrelativ e c(>m])arisons. Guvier 
has distinguished, as subgcnera, or groiqis, the common king- 
fisher, with its similars with a straight and ])ointed bill ; 
otliers with the under mandible swelled out ; and otlu^rs, 
again, with the mandible bent at the end, anti the featlua’s 
loose and unlike acjuatic birds; to which he has added the 
genus ('Cyx of Lacepede, or kingfisher wdth tln e e toe s. 

M. Vie'illot has also divided these birds according to the 
number of the toes ; but he has subdivided those with four 
toes into three sections; the first of which is distinguislied by 
a straight (piadrangular bill : the second by a straight tri- 
angular bill, having the lower mandible convex ; and the 
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third by a triangular bill, with a furrow in the upper man- 
dible. The last of which sections comprehends three species, 
one of which is Alcedo Gigantea of Lath., the Fnsca of Gm. 
This species Dr. Leach has made a distinct genus, under the 
name Dacelo, distinguished by a conical quadrangular bill, 
opening under the eyes, the upper mandible larger than the 
under, and strongly furrowed toward the point. 

M. Temminck admits this genus Dacelo of Leach, which 
lie calls the martin-chasseur. With reference to the insecti- 
vorous regimen of the species, and in contradistinction to the 
martin-pecheur, which feeds principally on fish ; and in 
addition to the character designated by Dx. Leach as peculiar 
to his Alcedo, M. Temminck adds, among others of less im- 
portance, that the pluniageisloosein the Alcedo, and not smooth 
and shining, and calculated, therefore, for aquatic habits, as it 
is in tlie common species. It w^ould be a solecism in English 
to speak of the insectivorous and piscivorous kingfisliers ; and 
if the tw'o genera are to be considered as established, w^e must 
have recourse, in conversation, to tlie scientific appellatives for 
one or both, to distinguish them from each other. The Baron, 
we may observe, in conclusion, has not deemed the insectivorous 
regimen a sufficient ground for a generic separation of the 
species to which it is more particularly applicable. 

It might, perhaps, have been well if the genus Ceyx, which 
seems to possess (if any) more merit for its classical and 
pretty allusions than for its utility to science, had never 
emerged from the great genus Alcedo, to which it originally 
belonged : differing, as it ap})ears to do, nothing from the 
common kingfishers but in the uninfluential character of 
being tridactylous. 

The Common Kingfisher^ which is found in Europe and in 
Asia, is six or seven inches long. This species has no crest 
on the head. The bill is black, but the inside of the mouth 
is yellow ; but we shall not repeat here its specific characters. 
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The flight of the kingfisher is extremely rapid, a fact so much 
the more remarkable as the wings are very small in proportion 
to the body, and must, therefore, be furnished with very 
powerful muscles. Destined to live by the destruction of 
other beings, its leading habits are patience, perseverance, and 
ferocity. Perched on a slight branch overhanging a stream, 
the kingfisher will remain a great length of time waiting the 
uncertain passage of its prey beneath: or, moving rapidly along 
the bank from one little elevation to another, it is more 
actively, but not more abstractedly, occupied in the same pre- 
dacious avocation. The eagerness and impetuosity with 
which it darts under the water in pursuit of its finny prey 
are excessive ; and it is remarked, that, in order to give a 
greater impetus to its descent, the kingfisher first mounts a 
few feet immediately over the spot where it is about to dive ; 
and that this ju'eliminary ascent is always proportioned to the 
size of the fish about to be attacked. At other times, this 
bird will skim rapidly along the surface of tlie water, uttering 
a sharp cry, and seizing such small fish as may thus come 
within its power, llie kingfisher, unlike some other ichthy- 
ophagous birds, does not swallow the fish wliole, but carrying 
it on land, breaks and tears it by means of its strong l)ill. 
Severe winters are frequently very destructive to tliese birds^ 
when the frozen surface of the waters slmts up the finny race 
from tlieir attacks. 

These birds begin the affair of propagation about the 
middle of March. The female deposits from six to eight 
white eggs, almost without a nest, in some rat-liole in a river 
bank. It does not appear to be ascertained whethtT she has 
more than one brood in a season. 

It is extremely difficult, or, rather, it is impossible, to pre- 
serve the kingfisher in confinement ; for though it should be 
fed daily with fresh fish, and attended to witli tlie greatest 
care, it seems never to survive any length of time in captivity ; 
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indeed, fti iMffitksB «fe e^ lapjMMi^ le 

lildch can be dfotded ea k i^ len ni^tifidel 4xmdit^ end i(e 
habits iaee^sb independent of maidtioid, that ,ire need not 
be stii|iriBed at tbe difficulty we find in our ^attem{^ to 
domesdoate this bird. Their flesh has a mudcy scent, and is 
not eaiald^ and tbdr fat has a reddish tinge. 

Tbe Smered Kintffisher^ jtfdedo Sacm^ Om. is nhie indm 
long. The bittislead-cokku^edyWith a white ^ ^ 
of the undar inandible ; the g^eral ooloLir is light blue abcnre, 
and whitish tmdrarneath ; over the eyes is an arch of oole red, 
extending to the neck, and under is a blue stripe of the same 
length as the otfaer.^ There are^ however, four varieties of 
this species known, one of which hps the supercilious stripe, 
white ; another has a black head ; the third has a greenish 
head, and the fourth a white collar. 

This species is found in the Society Islands, New Zealand, 
and the last mentioned, or white collared variety, is proper to 
the I%ilij^nne Islands. The epithet sacra is given to this 
species in consequence of the veneration paid to it by the 
inhabitants of Otaheite, who treat it even as a divinity under 
the name Eattui. 

On the second division of the text, of kingfishers with the 
under mandible swollen, we find riothing connected with their 
habits hitherix) recorded, imd it is needless to repeat mere 
specific descriptions. 

The third diviskm, proper to the remote countries of New 
Hotla^, ^ind the nd^bouring idands, or some of the species 
of it at least, seem to possess l^tihiate groimds for separation 
from the rest, itk the important character of thdr food, asad 
the habits consequent thereupon. They seem rather to be 
inhabitatits of the woods, and to feed on insects, than to fre- 
quent the rivers and lakes for tbe sake of the fish. 

The opposite figure of Gaudichaud^s loegfisher belongs to 
this dhriaim. 
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it. U. ii&itjf ittid inta Ikkttdtt, and 

d^oalted in the Museum at Pturik It is ikmA Isf UNiS 
g^lleiiieii^m M. Omidisoiiatidy tine botanist, mkkm- 
{ysnied thte ia tlidr Voys^. This species is jEMdf in ikk 
w6oi»of' (he Islsiids ixf llawak and Waigum MaariiB^ naft 
in New Holhmd. It is about a foot in length* The faiil^ 
whichdi thick and sqtune, is hoiiMsoloured, with a tinge uf 
green en the sides, and is sharp pointed. The |duxnage is 
deep Uaek on the head and back ; the throat has a wtdte 
patchy which passes in a narrow band rpund the neck, and a 
white streak also passes through the eye ; the lower "part of 
ihd back,^ and the upper wing-coverts are bright hlue ; the 
quiUs are deep blue, tipped with black ; the under parts of the 
body and tail are red brown. 

Leaches Kingfisher, from New Holland, is from a specimen 
in the Museum of the Linnean Society. It is whitish spotted, 
and streaked with dusky ; rump, fine blue ; quills, black 
edged with blue. 

The genus Tonus, which has been said erroneously to in^ 
elude many species, is very limited. The horizontal flatness 
of* the bill forms the principal feature of distinction between 
it and the kingfisher. The generic characters are sufficiently 
though shortly stated before. 

The Green Tody^ Todua Firidia, like its congeners, is an 
inhabitant of America, and its islands. It is a snudl bird, 
about four inches long, and is called in St. Bomihgo the 
ground parrot, from its b^it of being almost always on the 
ground. The female places her nest, generally, like the king- 
fisher, in a hole on a riveris bank, but sometimes in a mere 
j(^mpavjty,of her making, on the ground, form^ straw, 

miQSSi cotton, and feathers. rShe lays four or five grey«>blue 
qggs, 8fx)tted with dJakp ydibw. It k said m BhfFon^s work, 
l^athis bird jbas, during the Ixreedii^ season, an agreeable 
but 1% VittUot denies this. It leeda on insects, parti- 
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cularly the winged sort, which it catches with much 
address. Its flight is short, and when at rest, its appearance 
indicates stupidity. 

The head and upper part of this bird are fine green ; at the 
base of the lower mandible is a white border ; the throat and 
fore part of the neck are red, and the wings are brown within ; 
the belly and vent are pale yellow, mixed with a rosy tint ; 
the bill is reddish above, and hom-<x>loured underneath. 

There is nothing remarkable about the other species. 

The last genus, Bucekos, of this comfHehensive and ill- 
defined order of birds, is so peculiar as almost to merit an order 
by itself. 

There is, perhaps, no genus of birds which, taken alto- 
gether, presents so many diversities as that of the hornbills, 
by the varieties in the shape of the bill in each species, so that 
each species miglit appear to belong to a distinct genus, if we 
were to adopt in their classification the characters proper to 
this organ alone. The bill, in all of them, is not merely exces- 
sive in bulk, but may be said to be deformed by the protube- 
rance, casque, or helmet on the upper mandible, and which is 
infinitely varied in form. The size of the bill would indicate, 
at first sight, that it was a very powerful weapon of offence, 
but its awkward malformation, if we may so say, at once 
corrects such an idea, and shews that, however bulky this 
monstrous bill, it is by no means formidable. 

Buffon has well observed, that the great bill of these birds, 
as well as that of many of the toucans, cannot have much 
strength, not having sufficient support ; he compares this bill 
to a lever placed too far from its fulcrum. 

The form of the bill not only differs in each species, but it 
varies also with the different ages of the bird, especially in 
those which have the additional protuberance on the upper 
mandible ; for these are born with the bill destitute, or nearly 
so, of this protuberance : when young, there is simply a small 
excrescence, which increases with the age of the bird. 
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gradually changing its shape until it assumes the form proper 
to the adult bird. Hence species have been erroneously mul- 
tiplied, when the differences, taken as specific, were merely 
those of non-age. 

A general uniformity in the structure of the feet of these 
birds, however, prevails, notwithstanding their aberrations 
from any given type as to the bill. These, in all the species, 
are covered with large scales ; the three toes which are 
directed forward, are nearly equal in length, and are nearly 
united together at the base, so as almost to form a sole ; the 
hind toe is large and flat, and gives a powerful support to the 
bird, which, nevertheless, does not in general move by walk- 
ing, but by leaping, with the feet together. They, however, 
seldom descend to the earth, and are generally seen perched 
on the largest trees, especially those that are dead, into the 
holes of which they retire for concealment, and, at the proper 
season, for nidification. 

All the hornbills have, moreover, a few bristles, like eye- 
lashes., above the eyes. The tongue, which is very small, is 
cartilaginous, and is attached to the bottom of the throat. 
They live gregariously, in large bands, and feed principally 
on insects, lizards, and frogs. They also pursue small mam- 
malia, which they swallow whole, after having killed and 
comminuted them in the bill, and they will eveil attack and 
feed on carrion. They do not, at least in a natural state, as it 
is said, ever take fruit, though, when domesticated, they soon 
become accustomed to it, and to bread and vegetables. 

The bony part of the bill of all birds, which is in fact an 
elongation of the jaws, is covered with a horny case, which is 
easily removed entire ; but in this genus, the case appears to 
be more adherent than in others — so much so, that it can only 
be removed piecemeal. The protuberance on the upper man- 
dible of some species of the hornbills is, however, entire; 
it has no bony core, and is consequently very light, and 
necessarily so, or the weight would be too much for the bird 
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to carry. There is, however, within this protuberance, and 
on the upper mandible, the rudiment of a bone, but extremely 
porous and light ; and this rudiment becomes graduated in 
proportion to the size of the protuberance in the different 
species, and in the same species at different periods of it sage. 

The cutting edge of these large bills is naturally indented ; 
but in consequence of their brittleness, and thinness, they 
become much more and irregularly jagged by use ; the 
horny case of the bill, however, like the nails and hoofs of 
quadrupeds, is constantly growing, and thus the accidental 
injuries done to the edges are as constantly repaired. 

M. Lev aill ant found the dissected head of a large rhinoceros 
hornbill to weigh four ounces, and that of a raven, more than 
one ounce, although the size of the former was twenty times 
that of the latter, and hence he satisfactorily inferred tliat the 
bony substance of the liornbill must be much less compact 
than tliat of tlie raven, and in all probability of all other 
birds whose bill is of moderate dimensions. 

The Rh inocero6‘ Hornbill is the hugest, and attains four 
feet in length, with an expanse of wings of about three feet. 
The bill is nearly a foot in length ; and, stuck on it, as it were, 
at the base of the upper mandible, is a second bill, or pro- 
minence, which is turned upwards and backwards, like the 
horn of the rhinoceros. 

Notwithstanding the formidable appearance given to this 
bird by its monstrous bill, it is utterly useless to it as a 
weapon ; and the bird itself is of too cowardly a dis})osition 
to make use of it offensively, even if it were more effective. 
It advances by leaps, and displays in gi'neral every appear- 
ance of cowardice and stupidity, except indeed when food 
is off'ered, which causes it to assume a momentary air of con- 
fidence and vivacity by spreading the wings, opening the 
monstrous bill, and uttering a cry of satisfaction, feeble 
indeed for a bird of its dimensions. Levaillant had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing one at the Cape in a vessel which touched 
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there from Batavia. It was fed in general with biscuit 
moistened in water, and with meat, both cooked and raw, 
and ate also rioe and vegetables. It appears therefore that 
these naturally very voracious birds easily accommodate their 
appetite to circumstances ; though, in a natural state, insects, 
snakes, lizards, and even carrion, are their usual food. M. 
Le Vaillant on one occasion offered the hombill in question 
some small birds he had shot, which were seized immediately ; 
and after being for a short time pressed and rubbed in the 
bill, were swallowed whole. The sailors stated that he 
hunted the rats and mice whenever they came within sight, 
though he never had dexterity enough to catch them ; he 
swallowed however very readily all that were offered to him. 
The habit of this bird appeared to be to seize every thing 
that was given, and afterwards to reject such as did not suit 
its taste, to which it never recurred. 

The true bill of this bird is black at the base, then slightly 
reddish, and afterwards light-yellow to the point. The false 
bill or prominence is red or flesh-coloured on tlie upper side, 
and light yellow beneath. A black line marks the contact 
between it and the true bill ; which, rising with tlie bend 
of the false bill on each side, gives it the appearance of a 
perfect beak, ^\ith the two mandibles closed. 

The eyes are large, and are furnished above with black 
lashes. The feet are strong, and covered with large brown 
scales ; and the nails, flatted laterally, have their points 
blunted and injured by friction on the ground. 

The general colovir of the bird is black ; but the tail, 
which is slightly cuneiform, is tipt with dirty white. 

Bontius relates of this bird, in a state of nature in Java, 
that it lives on carrion, and will follow the sportsman to 
feed on the entrails of the animals he may take, and that it 
hunts rats and mice and small quadrupeds. 

The rhinoceros-hombill is found in India, as well as in 
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Java and the Philippine islands ; nor does it appear to be 
very rare, if we may judge from the number of dried heads 
in the European collections, though entire spedmens of the 
bird are of very rare occurrence. 

It is quite unnecessary here to recapitulate the species : for 
a list of them we therefore refer to the preceding part ; to 
which we shall merely add here figures of two species of these 
remarkaUe birds from that highly elegant work the “ Planches 
Colori^es**^ of M. Temminck. 

The Cresfed Hornbill^ Bticeros CaasidiVy Tern., has the bill 
of a bright yellow, furnished at the base of both mandibles 
with an additional honiy substance, covered with transverse 
rays ; that on the upper mandible is nearly semicircular, 
large at the base, forming a cutting edge in front ; its colour 
is deep purple-red. 

The specimen figured was brought from Celebes by M. 
Reinwardt, and was a male adult. In what, if any, par- 
ticular the adult male differs from the female and the young 
is not known. The top of the head is marron-colour ; the 
neck is bright golden-yellow ; the body, wings, and thighs 
are shining metallic black-green, and the tail is perfectly 
white. The beak is of a brilliant golden-yellow, the base 
covered with a thick horny bed, transparent, and marked 
diagonally with three deep black-coloured furrows, the ridges 
between which are reddish-orange ; round the eyes and the 
guttiural skin are livid yellow, tinted with blue. The total 
length of this bird is near four feet, and the bill ten 
inches. 

This species inhabits high woody mountains, and lives 
principally on fruit. 

To this figure we have added a plate representing the prin- 
cipal differences to be found in the bills of several of the 
species of this very extraordinary genus. 
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The Third Order of Birds, Scansores, or 
Climbers, 

Is composed of birds whose external toe is directed 
backwards, like the thumb, whereby they have a 
more solid support, of which some of the genera 
avail themselves, by hanging and climbing on the 
trunks of trees. Hence they have been named in 
common. Climbers, Scansores, although, strictly 
speaking, the term does not apply to all of them, and 
many birds climb without belonging to this order, by 
the arrangement of the toes, as we have seen already 
in the creepers and nuthatches. 

The birds proper to this order build, in general, 
in holes of old trees ; their flight is middling j their 
food, like that of the Passeres, consists of insects and 
fruits, accordingly as their bill is more or less strong ; 
some, as the woodpeckers, have peculiar means of 
obtaining their food. 

The sternum in most of the genera has two slopes 
behind ; but in the parrots there is nothing but a 
hollow, and this is often filled up. 

The Jacamars. (Galbula. Briss.) 

Are nearly allied to the kingfishers, by their elon- 
gated, sharp, quadrangular bill, and by their short 
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feet, whose anterior toes are, for the most part, 
united ; nevertheless these toes have not the same 
formation exactly, as in the kingfishers ; the plumage 
moreover, of the jacamars, is not so smooth as in 
the kingfishers, and has always a metallic lustre. 
They live solitarily in humid woods, feed on insects, 
and build their nests on low branches. 

The American species have the bill larger than 
the others, and quite straight. 

Paradise Jacamar, {Galbula Paradisea,) Lath. 
Enl. 271 . 

Deep glossy-green ; head, violet-brown ; throat, neck, 
before, and under wing-coverts, wliite. Size of a lark. 
Surinam. 

Green Jacamar, Alcedo Galhula, Lin. (Galbula 
Viridis.) Lat. Enl. 238. 

Brilliant glossy-green; belly and vent, rufous ; chin, 
white. Size of a lark. Guiana. 

Rufous-tailed Jacamar. (Galh, Ruficauda.) Cuv. 
Vaill. Ois. de Par. II. pi. 50, or G. Macroura. 
Vieill. Gal. 29- 

Green; chin and throat white, beneath, and tail, 
rufous. 

White-hilled Jacamar, (Gal. Albirostres.) Lath. 
Vaill. pi. 51. Vieill. Ois, Doris, I. pi. 4. 

Rather less than Gal. Viridis. Glossy-green, above ; 
head, brown ; a triangular white ^ot on the chin ; 
beneath, rufous. 
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White-hellied Jacamar. (Gal, Albiventris.) 

Vaill. 46. 

Golden-green, above; pure white, beneath, with a 
patch of green on the breast. Brazil. 

But there are some in the Indian Archipelago, 
whose bill, shorter, thicker, and a little bent, approxi- 
mates them to the bee-eaters. The anterior toes are 
more separated. These are the Jacamerops of 
Le Vaillant. 

Great Jacamar, (Alcedo Grandis.) Gm. GaJhula 
Grandis, Lath. Vaill. pi. 54. 

Copper-green, above; beneath, ferruginous. Eleven 
inches long. Surinam. 

Le Vaillant describes one of these birds, whose bill 
has no angle above. 

Vaillanfs Great Jacamar, Vaill. I. pi. 53. 

Head, cheeks, and rump, green-golden-blue; quills 
and throat, white ; neck, breast, and belly, red. 

Jacamaciri is the Brazilian name of this bird, 
according to Margrave. Galbida seems to have 
meant the oriole with the Latins ; it is Meerrng who 
has transferred this name to the jacamar. 

Lastly, there are some (the Jdcarmr Alcyon) which 
have only three toes ; they live in Brazil. 
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Three-toed Jacamar. {Alcyon Tridactyla.) Vail. 

Jac. Sup. f. L. Lath. Sup. 50, and Spix. 57 — 2. 

Black-green, above ; reddish- white, beneath ; vent, 
black. Brazil. 

The Woodpeckers. (Picus.* Lin.) 

Are well defined bj tlieir long biU, straight, angular, 
compressed in a corner at the extremity, and fitted 
for cleaving the bark of trees j by their slim tongue, 
armed towards the end with spears, inclining back- 
wards, which, thrust forward by the long elastic 
horns of the os-liyoVdc, can reach out much beyond 
the bill ; and by their tail, composed of tent quills, 
with the stems stiff and elastic, which sustains them 
by its support when they climb along tlie trunks of 
trees. These birds are eminent climbers ; they sup- 
port themselves in all directions on the bark of trees, 
which they strike with their bills, and in the clefts 
and holes of which they drive their long tongue 
in search of the larvae of insects, on which they 
feed. Their tongue, independently of its bristles, 
is supplied with a viscous liquor, furnished by the 
large salivary glands ; it is withdrawn by two mus- 
cles, rolled like ribbons round the trachea. In this 
retractile state the horns of the os-hyoide mount 
under the skin, and round the head, unto the upper 
base of the bdl ; and the sheatli of the tongue is 

♦ Picus is the name of this bird in Latin, 

f There are properly twelve; but those on the side are extremely 
small. 
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folded at the bottom of the gullet. Their stomach 
is almost membranaceous ; they are without caecum ; 
nevertheless, they also eat fruit. Fearful and wary, 
they pass the greater part of their time alone. In 
the season of love, the male calls the female by strik- 
ing rapidly on a dry branch. They nestle once a 
year in the hollow of a tree, and the two sexes sit 
alternately. 

There are six or seven species in Europe. 

Great Black Vf^oodpecker. (^Picus Martius.') L. Enl. 
59(3. Naum. 131. 

Almost as big as a crow ; entirely black ; the male 
has a cap of bright red, but in the female it is a 
mere spot. This species [)refers tlie fir-tree forests 
in the nortli. 

Green TVoodpecker. (^Picufi f^iridis.^ Enl. 371. 
Naum. 132. 

As large as a dove ; green above, whitish undei’- 
neath ; the top of the head red, the rump yellow ; is 
one of our finest birds. The young is spotted with 
black underneath, and with a black streak on the chin. 
It prefers small woods, in level countries, the beech- 
tree and the elm, and seeks its food on the 
ground. 

The Ficus Canus of Gm. Edw. G5. Naum. 133. 

Is of a more ashy tint, with the bill more slender, 
and with a black moustache. The male is red only 
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on the top of the head, and the female is without 
tliat colour. This species goes less to the south- 
ward, and is more rare in France, than the preceding, 
with which it corresponds in habits. Ants are its 
favourite food. 

Greater Spotted TVoodpecker. (^Picus Major.') Enl. 

190 the male, 595 female. Naum. 134. 

Of the size of a thrush ; varied above with black 
and white ; the back and the rump black ; under- 
neath white ; about the vent red, with a red spot also 
on the occiput of the male. The young has nearly 
the whole cap red ; prefers green trees ; frequently 
approaches human habitations, but scarcely ever 
descends to the gTOund. 

Middle Spotted IT^oodpeeker. (I^lcus 3Iedius.) Enl. 

598 . Naum. 13G. 

The size of a sparrow ; varied with black and white 
above ; gre}'ish white underneath ; red upon the head 
of the male only. Of the north and middle of 
Europe. It is said that they descend to the ground 
in search of ants ; but Naumann asserts that this 
opinion is without foundation. 

In the north-east of Europe there is a species 
rather larger, though similar to our first ; but this 
has always the lower part of the back and the rump 
white, and the cap of the male red. It comes some- 
times into Germany. It is the Pious Leuconotos of 
Bechstein. (Naum. 35. t. 65.) 
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The foreign woodpeckers are very numerous, and 
considerably resemble one another, even in certain 
distributions of colours ; as, for example, the red on 
the head. 


Species analogous to the black woodpecker. 

Plicated Woodpecker. (P. Pileatus.) L. Enl. 7 I 8 . 

Black, with a red crest; sides of head and neck with 
white streaks ; throat and spots on wings, white. 
North America. 

Lineated Woodpecker. (P. Lineatus.) L. Enl. 

Above black; neck and breast same, edged with 
white ; crest, head, and nape red. Cayenne. 

White-hilled Woodpecker. (P. Principalis.) 

L. Enl. G 90 . 

Bill, wliito and channelled; crest, red ; neck, black ; 
white about rump. America. 

Helmet Woodpecker. (P. Galeatm.) Natt. Col. I 7 I. 

Crest, red ; neck and mantle, dusky ; beneath, yellow, 
with black spots; half-collar on throat, black and 
spotted. 

The above four species are nearly allied ; to one of 
which probably belongs the 

Buff-crested Woodpecker. (P. Melanoleucos.) Gm. 
Lath. Syn. I. 2, t. 25. 

Crest, buff ; blackish-brown, with a waved white band, 
from bill, joining on the back ; belly same. Surinam. 
VOL. VII. 3 L 
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Red-7iecked Woodpecker. (P. Ruhricolli^ ) Gm. 
Enl. 612. 

Head, crest, and neck, crimson ; deep-brown, above ; 
cream-colour, underneath. Brazil. 

Robust Woodpecker. (P. Robustus.) Spix. t. 44. 

Head and neck, deep-crimson ; crested ; ears, blackish. 

Spia/'s White billed Woodpecker. {P. AlbirosMs.) 
Spix. t. 45. 

Black ; bill and side of neck, white ; crown, red ; 
belly, black ; white banded. 

Strong-billed Woodpecker. {P. Validus.) T. Col. 
378 , and the female, 402. 

Bill, large and strong ; body, red ; cheeks, yellow ; 
crest, red triangular ; wings, black, with reddish 
yellow bars ; tail, black. Indian Archipelago. 

Red-headed Woodpecker. (P. Erythrocephalus.) 
L. Enl. 117 . 

Head and neck, crimson ; back, rump, breast, and 
belly, white. 'S^irginia. 

Dusty Woodpecker. (P. Pulmrulenhts.) 

T. Col. 389. 

Body, wings, and tJiil, dingy ; head and neck, slate- 
coloured, with numerous little yellowish spots ; under 
the eye, a red patch ; tliroat, yellow. Molucca. 

Concrete Woodpecker. (P. Concretus.) Reinw. 
Col. 90. 

Form, thick and stunted ; black ; edges of feathers on 
the upper parts, yellow ; crest, orange, long, trian- 
gular. J ava. 
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Chili Woodpecker. (P. Chilensis.) Lesson Voy 
de la Coq. 32. 

Brown, barred with whitish ; lower part of the back 
and rump, pure white ; bill, black ; crown, ash ; 
cheek, red ; throat white ; tail, brown. Chili. 

Lewises Woodpecker. (P. Torquafiis.) Wilson, 
Amer. III. 20. 

Head, back, wings, and tail, black ; top of head, red ; 
collar, white. America. 

St. Domingo Woodpecker. (P. Dominicanus.) Spix. 

Not crested ; white ; occipital spot and belly, yellow- 
green ; back, scapulars, wings, and end of tail, 
black. 

These species are analogous to the Green W^oodpecker. 

The Pierced Woodpecker. (P. l^ercnasus.^ Col. 
390, and the female, 424. 

Above, green ; beneath, dirty-yellow, covered with 
black spots, like gashes; to]) of head and neck, and 
patch on breast, red; cheeks, slate, witli a black patch 
behind the eye. Cuba. 

Bcfigal Woodpecker. (P. Bengal eiisis.^ Ij. Knl. 695, 
of which P. Aurantius. Gm. Briss. IV. is pro- 
bably a variety. 

Top of head, black with white spots ; crimson, crest ; 
above, black with white spots ; beneath, white. 
Bengal. 

Goa Woodpecker. (P. Goefisis.) Gm. Enl. 696. 

Crown and crest, crimson, edged with white ; wings, 
yellow ; above, black, with zigzag-white stripes ; 
beneath white. Goa. 

3 L 2 
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Azaras Woodpecker, (P. Aurulentus,) Illig. Col. 59, 
or Macrocephalus, Spix. 53. 

Yellow-green, covered beneath with lunated darker 
spots ; top of head and stripe from the gape, red ; the 
eye in a black stripe. Paragua. 

Red Woodpecker. (P. Pumceus.) Horsf. Col. 423. 
Like the Gaudy Woodpecker.^ but smaller, and bill 
not so robust. 

Gaudy Woodpecker. (P. Mentalis.) Col. 384. 

Body, dark-green ; wings, red ; tail, black ; crest, 
triangular, green, yellow, and dingy-red ; throat, 
black, with small white stripes. Java. 

Ceylonese Woodpecker. (P. Ceylonus.) N. Nat. 
Forsch. 13, pi. 4. 

Hind toe, very small ; forehead, with long, sharp 
feathers, scarlet ; cliin and throat black ; beneath, 
white. 

Crimson-rumped Woodpecker. (P. Goertan.) 
Gm. Enl. 320. 

Grey-brown ; crown and rump, crimson. Senegal. 

Manilla Woodpecker. (P. Manillensis.) Gm. 
Sonn. pi. 36. 

Dirty-green ; top of the head, spotted white ; and red 
spot on wings. Lugonia. 

Goldrhack Woodpecker. (P. Senegalensis). Gm. 
Enl. 345. 

Crown, red ; back, golden-yellow ; beneath, brown 
and white. Size of a sparrow. Senegal. 
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Passerine Woodpecker. P. Passerinus. Gm, 
Briss. IV. Spix. t. 56. f. 1. 2. 

Olive-yellow, above ; beneath, barred white and brown ; 
spots on wings, white ; crown, red ; Size of last. 
St. Domingo. 

Surinam Woodpecker. (P. Luxonicus.) Cuv. Sonn. 

pi. 37 . 

Greenish-black, crown ; slightly crested ; chin and 
beneath, white ; feathers, black edged ; tail, black- 
brown, with a central row of white spots. Surinam 
Islands. 

Red Woodpecker. (P. Miniatus.) Gm. Ind. 
Zool vj. 

Above, red ; belly, white. Java. 

Yellow^hended Woodpecker. P. Chlorocephalus. Gm. 
Enl. 784. 

Head and nock, yellow; crest, crimson olive-brown, 
marked with wliite spots. Guiana. 

Yellow Woodpecker. P. Eooalhidus. Gm. Enl. 509. 

Yellowish white; red stripe from gape to cars ; tail 
black. Cayenne. 

Ferruginous Woodpecker. P. Cinnamoneus, Gm. 
Enl. 524. 

Reddish-cinnamon above, with whitish spots ; crimsc^n 
spot on each side of the throat. Cayenne. 

P. Palalaca. Cuv. Enl. 691. 

Forehead and crest, scarlet-reddish ; golden-olive, 
cheeks ; reddish-white, body ; beneath, reddish ; 
feathers, black edged ; tail black. 
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P. Jumana. Spix. 47- 

Deep cinnamon-red ; crested ; sides, back, rump, 
ochraceous ; cheek-band, scarlet; tail-quills, black. 
Brazils. 

Yellowish Woodpecker, P. FLavicans. Id. 51. 

Deep-ochraceous ; cheek -band, scarlet ; wing-coverts, 
yellow -edged ; tail, blackish-brown. Brazil. 

Tile following species are analogous to the Pieus 
Mediiis. 

Red-billed Woodpeeltcr. P, Rnhrwenfris, Vieill. 
Gal. 27 . 

Black ; not crested ; forehead and chin, silky-yellow ; 
crown, chest, and belly, scarlet ; chest, olive ; sides, 
legs, and vent, greenish-w hite ; black banded. 

Sivalloiv Woodpecker, P. Hirutidhiaceus, L. Enl. G94. 

Black ; patch on the head, and down the middle of 
the breast, red ; rump, white, (\ivenne. 

Yellow -hell led Woodpecker. P. Vavhis. Gm. 
Enl. 785. 

Belly, })ale yellow, mixecl with black ; above, black, 
with white spots on wings; head, banded with black 
and yellow . North America. 

Canada Woodpecker. P. Canadensis. Gm. 
Enl. 845. 

Above, black, with a little white on the middle of 
back ; beneath, w hitish ; head, &c., banded black and 
white. 

Hairy Woodpecker. P. Villosus. Gm. Enl. 7»^4. 

Black, above; white beneath, with hair dike feathers 
dividing those colours. Carolina. 
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RedUcheeked Woodpecker. P. Undatus. Enl. 553. 

Lion-colour, marked with dusky bars ; plat of red 
under the eyes, (luiana. 

Little Woodpecker. P. Puhescens. Gm. Catesby, 
31, 11. Wilson, I. 9. 

Like P. Villosiifi., but smaller. Six inches long. 
America. 

The following species are striped across. 

Malacca Woodpecker. (P. Malaccensis.) Gin. 
Enl. 74 a 

Back, reddish-grey ; belly, rufous-white ; toj) of head, 
crimson ; quills, red and brown, with wJiite spots. 
Malacca. 

EriceiLada Woodpecker. {P. Btcolor.) PI. Enl. 

t. 74 a f. 1. 

Grey -brown and white, irregularly blended. America. 
Ritfons Woodpecker. (P. Hiffus.) Gm. Enl. (>94. f. 1. 
Nearly allied to P. Undatus. 

Carolina Woodpecker."^ (P. Carolinus.) Gm. Enl. 
597 and 692. 

Top of head and neck, red ; back, black and white, 
banded; tail-feathers, black and white. Jamaica. 


• This species has but three toes, but figured in the PI. Enl. with four. 
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Cayenne Woodpecker (P. Cayanends.) Gm. Enl. 

613. 

Olive striped, with black ; beneath, yellowish ; top of 
head, red. Cayenne. 

Gold-crested Woodpecker. (P. Melanochloris.) Gm. 
Enl. 719 . 

Black and yellow striped, and spotted; crest long, gold 
colour. Cayenne. 

Rayed Woodpecker. (P. Striatus.) Gm. Enl. 281 
and 614. 

Forehead, cheeks, and throat grey ; above, black, 
striped with olive ; beneath, olive. St. Domingo. 

Supercilious Woodpecker. P. Superciliaris. Col. 433. 

Black and wliite ; beneath, reddish ; eyebrows, black. 

Yellou' -crested Woodpecker. P. Flavescens. Gm. 
BroA\n II. pi. 12, and Spix 49. 

Back, black with yellow bars ; belly and tail, black ; 
head and long crest, yellow. Brazil. 

Cardinal Woodpecker. P. Cardinalis. Son. pi. 35. 

Crown, red ; from the eye backward, a white stripe ; 
back, black, margined white; wings and tail, spotted 
with wiiite ; beneath, white, 

Sklit Woodpecker. P. Querulus, Wilson Amer. 
II. 15. 

Back and scapulars, black and white alternate. Geor- 
gia and Virginia, 
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The Field Woodpecker. P. Campestris. Spix 46. 

Head, chin, and throat, black ; front of neck, yellow- 
i.sh, gular streak black ; body beneath, white. Ame- 
rica. 

Mace'^s Woodpecker. (P. Macei.) Col. 59- 

Top of head, red ; above, covered with black and 
white bars; cheeks and tliroat, wliite with triangular 
black patches; beneath, dirty-yellow, with darker 
spots ; vent red. India. ^ 

* There have been named in addition to the above — 

P. Borci P. JMachlot 'i. P. Vicillotf ii. (the 7\ liorcahs of Vieillot. ) 

P. Rupelii. P. lAchtenstcnii. P. PiinctUigcrus. P, PWpthrauccn, P. 

Radiolatus P. Spihgastcr. P. JMcrojnrostris, P. Ischnorpiichos. P. 
Scuiatus. P, Canlcips. P, Xant/iotac7iia^ {t\\G P. Aur atus oi' Yi^iWoi) b} 
Wagler. 

Also. P. Javanensisy by Ilorsfield. P. Lcucogasicr, by Reinwardt. P. 
Rubrr. P. ATlnor. P. Mahmtiensis, P. Pcct oralis P. IctcroccphaluSy 
(the P. Chlororephnhis of Cm.) J*. P^ascinlusy of Latham. RotatiiSy 
(the P. Rubirus of Latiiam.) P, ]\Iacultpc7iniSy of Lichtenstein. P. 

Squamosus. P. JMacuIatus. P, RulmcoUis. P. Chloi^olophos. P. 

Jh'achi/urus. P. V it tat us. P. Jrtcromclas. P. Mystaccus. P, Fusc(’s~ 
cons. P. Plrythrops. P. J'lavicoUis. P. Punciatusy (not Cuvier,) and 
P. CrislatiiSy by Vieillot. P. Affims, Swainson ; (the young of which is 
P. Rafievps of Spix.) P, Rubiginosusy Swainson, and some others. 

It may be remarked, as more than probable, that — 

/SV/’icZ/cv, llorsf. and P. 7Vm/mw«.v, Wagler, are the same as Pwu^ 

Gornsvi. 

Picus (Miididus. P. MvlanoptcruSy Pr. Max., and P. Bicolory Swainson, 
are all P. Dovihdcaiins of S[>ix. 

Picus Chrysorblorus of Vieillot, and P. Bi'aziUcnsis of Swainson, is P. 
Aw’ulenius of Licht. 

P. Tristisy Horsf. P. Poiciroloj)husy Teinm. 

P. OUvnreuSy Lin. is P AraloTy Cuv. 

P. LcucotiSy Illiger, is B Querutus. 

P. Variegatusy Lath. P. Minovy and P. MolvjccemiSy Latham, is the 
.ame as P.Bu'olory Gmel. 


M M 
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It should be renienibered, that tliese distinctions of 
analog}', founded especially on colours, are of little 
importance; and that it may be that several of these 
species may be little else than varieties. 

M. de Lacepede has named Picoides some spe- 
cies of woodpecker, which are destitute of the ex- 
ternal toe, and ha\ e only, in consequence, two toes 
before and one behind ; otherwise, they are in all 
respects assimilated to the ordinary species. 

We have one in the north and east of Europe. 

Norihern Three-toed TToodpecker. (P. Tridnefp- 
his.) Edw. 114. Naum. 137. 

Intermediate in size between P. 3Inrfius and J\ 
3Iiiiur ; is black, spotted with white above ; white 
underneath ; the rump of the male is orange, that 
of the female white.* 

One might also make a sub-genus of those wJiose 
bill, slightly arched, begins to apjtroach that of the 
Cuckow. 

P. Iclero' cph(dm^ Lath is P, C/f/aroc^Aa/za.— See Sph'. t. ,'>4. i’. 
(not. f. 1 .) 

P. MacuhfremSf Spix. t. 56. f. 1. is the young male of P, Passcnnus. 

P. Flavifrons, Vieil. Spix. t. 52. f. 2. and P. CoronatuSy Lich. is the P. 
Ruhriventris. 

P. Flamcans, Spix. t. 51. f. 2. is the female of P. Exalbidus. 

P. Lathami^ Wagler, is P. Cafer^ Lath. 

P. Philojjheiutrumy Lath, is P. Palcdacay Cuv. and P. Ren^alcnm, 
Gmel. 

P. MaUicuntit, Lath. P. Rubescensy Vieil. is P, Mmeatus^ of Forster. 

* P. Tiga. Horsf. Raffles. Java. P. IlirsiUus. P. TridacUjlm. Lath. 
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Such are the 

Gold-winged Woodpecker, Pious Auratus, Buff'. 
Cuculus Auratus of the tenth edition. Enl. 695. 
Wilson, Amer. L. 3. 

Transversely striated, black and grey ; sides of throat 
and middle of breast, black ; hind part of head, 
red. 

Yellow^hafted Woodpecker, P, Cafer. Lath. 
Promepie. Vaill. Prom. 32. 

Brown, above ; vinaceous beneath, with round black 
spots ; whiskers, crimson. South Africa. 

Banded Woodpecker. P, Poicilophos, Tern. Col. 

197 , 1 . 

Banded, black and yellow. Java. Six inches long. 

One of these seeks its food only on the ground, 
although it has tlie same tail as the rest. 

Diggbtg Woodpecker. P. Arator. Cuv. Vaill. 
Afr. 255 and 6. 

Olive-brown, spotted on all the upper parts with 
minute wliite spots ; throat and breast whitish. Africa. 

I liave only taken from the genus Picus, the Minute 
lIYoodpecker of Lath. Yunx ]\Iinutissimus. Gm. 
Enl. 78G. Vieill. Gal. ^28, which is properly a 
Wrynec K. 

The Wrynecks. (Yunx.* Lin.) 

Have the tongue extensible, like the w^oodpecker, 

* The Greek name of the bird in question. Torquilla is its Latin 
name. 


3 M 2 
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and by Jiieans of the same mechanism ; but it is 
without spines; their bill, moreover, straight and 
pointed, is nearly round ; their tail has the feathers 
only of an ordinary form. They live nearly like the 
woodpeckers, except that they climb but little. 

VVe have one of them in Europe. 

The TT^ii/nerk. Yunx 'Torquilla. Lin. Enl. (iflS. 

Naum. 381. 

Of the size of a lark, browm above, and prettily 
marked with little blackish waves, and longitudinal 
yellow, and black reticulations ; whitish striped 
across, w ith black underneath. 

Its name is taken from the singular habit w^hich 
it has, when surprised, of twisting tlie neck and 
head in various ways. 

The PicruxEs of Temminck differ from the wry- 
jiecks only in having a very short tail. They are 
very small birds. 

Lva^f Wryneck. P. Minnie, Tuni. Ynjuv Mbni- 
tissima, Giii. Enl. 71^^* f h 

Size of a wren ; top of liead, red ; occiput, black. 
white-s|X)tted ; body, red ; beneath, grey ; hen, crown 
black. Cayenne. 

Crested Wryneck. P. Cirrhafns. Tern. Col. 371- 
f. 1. Ah'eill. (ial. 28. 

Above, brown ; bencatli, brownish-white, with trans- 
verse bars ; crest, black and red, spotted white. South 
America. 
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Little Wryneck, P. Ewilis, Tern. Col. 371. f. 2. 

Like the last, but with the cheeks and neck, yellow. 

South America. 

Some of these picumnes have only three toes, 
like the picoides. 

Anomalous Wryneck, P. Ahnormis. Tern. Col. 

371. 

Green, above ; beneath, brightish-brown. Java.* 

The CucKow. CucuLus.t L. 

Have the bill moderate, rather deeply cleft, com- 
pressed, and slightly arched ; the tail long. They 
live on insects, and are migratory. We subdivide 
this numerous genus as follows. 

The True Cuckows. 

Have the bill of moderate strength ; the tarsi short ; 
the tail with six quills. They are celebrated by the 
singular habit of laying their eggs in the nests of 
other insectivorous birds ; and what is not less extra- 
ordinary, the foster parents, frequently belonging to 
much smaller species, take care of the yotmg cuckow 
as of their own offspring, even when the introduc- 
tion of the cuckow’s eggs has been preceded, as is 
often the case by the destruction of their own. The 


* Add Yunx Minutusy Vieillot, the Carpentero Nano of Azara. 

-(- Koxxi/^, cuevlut ; cuckow, expresses the cry of the European species. 
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cause of this phenomenon, unique in the history of 
birds, is still unknown. Htrissant has attributed it 
to the position of the gizzard, which is deeper in the 
abdomen, and less protected by the sternum than in 
other birds. The coecum of these cuckows are 
long, and their lower larjnix has but one proper 
muscle. We have one cuckow, generally spread 
throughout Europe. 

Cuckow. Cuculus Canorus. L. Eni. 

811. 

Of an ashen grey, with a white belly, striped across 
with black ; the tail spotted with white on the sides ; 
the young has red instead of grey. 

But there also, sometimes, comes here a .species 
spotted and crested, whose cry is more sonorous. 

( ('. fihindarius. Edw. 57.) Naum. 130, the 
male, PI. C’ol. t. Ill, the female. The C. Pisauus 
of Gin. is the young of this. 

The warm countries of both continents produce 
many others. 

CajK’ Ciichovj. C. Capemib. Vaill. Af. pi. 200 

Which is probably only a variety of the common spe- 
cies. PI. Enl. 390. 

Solitary Cuckow. C. Solitarius. Cuv. Vaill. 206. 

Obscure-brown, above ; light-brown, underneath, 
with darker transverse bars ; tail, black, white edged 
Africa. 
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Panayan Ctickow. C. Radiatus. Son. Voy 

pi. 76. 

Black-brown, cheek and throat, vinaceous ; chest and 
belly, yellow, black banded ; tail, black, white tipt. 
Pan ay. 

Noisy Cuckow. C. Clamosus. Cuv. Vaill. 204, 

205. 

Deep-blue ; quills of tail, brown ; female, barred, 
greenish, underneath. Africa. 

Edolio Cuckow. C. Edolius. Cuv. Vaill. 207- 

208. 

Colour, dingy blue-black and green, mixed ; cre'^ted : 
female, white, beneath. Africa. 

N.B. — C?ic, Serratus. Sparm. Mus. Carl. III. i- 
the male of this. C. Melafioleucos. Enl. 272 , 
is the female. 

Collared Cuckow. C. Coromctndiis, Lin. Enl. 
274 , and a variety. Vaill. 213. 

Tail, wedge-shaj:>ed ; head, crested ; body, black 
beneath ; collar, white. 

Carolina Cuckow C. Americanus. Enl. 810, or 
Carol inensis., Wil. III. 28. f. 1. Catesby 1. t. 9. 

Above, ash ; beneath, white ; tail, wedge- 'shaped ; 
lower jaw, yellow. 

Black-hilled Cuckow. C. Erythropthalmus. Wilson 
III. 28. f. 2. 

Bill, black ; red round the eye; like the last, but with- 
out the cinnamon colour on the wings. America. 



CLASS AVES, 




Vellow-^helUed Cuckow. C. Flaviis. Enl. 814. 

Tail, wedge-shapeil, pale-brown ; beneath, yellowish- 
red ; crown and throat, ash ; tail, black, white banded. 
Panay. 

There aie moreover in Africa some pretty species, 
of a more or less golden gi een. Their bill is rather 
more depressed than in the common cuckow. 

Gilded Cuckotr. C. Aurafiis, Enl. 657- Vaill. 
211 . 

Tail, wedge-shaped ; above, golden-green ; beneath, 
^^hite; head with five white streaks; two outer, and 
tips of other tail-feathers, white. Cape of Good 
Hope. 


Klaas Ctickoiv. C. Clasii. ^^aill. 210. 

Green aboA c, the featJiers edged with golden-yelloH ; 
beneath, wliite ; middle tail-feathers, green ; other 
cjiiills, black and white. Africa. 

Shifting Cuckow. C. Lucidus. Lath. Syn. I. t. 23, 
and Col. 102. f. 1. 

Fulgent; tail, nearly square; above, golden-green; 
beneath, white, waved with golden and brown. New 
Zealand. 

Cupreous Cuckow. C. Cupreus. Lath, and Vieill. 
Gal. 42. 

Bright copper-colour, above; beneath, yellow; legs, 
black. Africa. 
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Brazen Cuckow, C. Chalcites. Col. 102. 

Reddish-brown, above ; each feather with a greenish 
metallic line in the middle ; beneath, whitish^ljgraved 
with light-brown. South Sea Islands. 

Other species, the greater part of which are spot- 
ted, have the bill higher vertically. 

Rufims Spotted Cuckow. Cu. Punctatics. JEnl- 
771 9 and Scolopaceus^ Enl. 586, perhaps also Macu- 
latus^ Enl. 764, may be mere varieties. 

Tail, wedge-shaped ; above, blackish, red spotted ; 
beneath, red, black streaked ; tail, red, banded. 
India. 

Sacred Cuckow. C. Honoratus. Lin. Enl. 294. 
Vaill. 216. 

Tail, wedge-shaped, blackish, white spotted ; beneath, 
white and ash, banded. Malabar. 

Society Cnckoiv. Cn. Taiteiisis. Sparm. Mus. 
Carl. 32. 

Brown, ferrugineous, spotted ; beneath, white, brown 
streaked ; tail, wedge-shaped, with sublimate ferrugine- 
ous bands. Pacific Islands. 

Mindanao Cuckow. C. Mhida7icnsi6. Enl. 277- 

Golden-green, with white spotted ; beneath, whitish, 
black waved. Philippine Islands. 

Guira Cuckow. C. Guiru. Vieill. Gal. 44. 
Freycinet. Voy. t. 66. One cannot say why M. 
Vieillot has made a Crotophaga of this species. 

Yellowish-white; crested; head, neck, and wing- 
3 N 
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coverts, brown and yellow, varied ; tail, brown, white 
tipped.* 

The CouAs. VailL 

Differ from the cuckows proper, only in liaving ele- 
vated tarsi. They build in the clefts of trees, and 
do not deposit their eggs in the nests of other birds. 
This at least is true of such species whose habits are 
knot^Ti. 


Vieillot has made his genus Coccyzus of this 
division, the Macropus of Spix. 

Great Madagascar Ciickoiv. C. Madagascarieiisis. 
Enl. 815. 

f)live-broA^Ti, waved; throat, yellowish; chest and belly, 
yell()>\ ; outer tail-feather, white tipped Madagascar. 

De Laland\^ Cuckow. C, Lalandii, Col. 440. 

Purple-black ; throat and beneath, white ; vent and 
thighs, reddish ; tail, white tipped. Africa. 

Madagascar Crested Cuckow. C. Cristatus. Enl. 

589. VaiU. 217 . 

C’rested, greenish-ash ; belly, red- white ; outer tail- 
feather, white. Madagascar. 

Blue Cuckow. C. Cceruleus. 295, f. 2, Vaill. 218. 

Blue; tail, rounded. Madagascar. 

* To this, genus have aUo been referred ; C, Panagus, Gm. ; C. Indicusy 
Lath, from General Hardwick’s drawings; C. Pisanus and C. Radiatus. 
Gm. ; C. Poliocephalusy and C, SonnerattUy Lath. ; C, FlindersUy and C. 
Ofientaluy of which Messrb. Vigors and Horslield have constituted their 
genus £udYnam£s. 
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Spotted Cuckow. C. Nceviue. Enl. 812. 

Ferrugineous-brown ; throat, brown, "striped ; tail, 
reddish, tipped. Cayenne. 

Cayenne Cuckow. C. Cayanus. Enl. 211. 

Purplish-chesnut ; beneath, ash ; tail-feathers, white 
tipped. 

Chesnut Cuckow. C. Brachypterus. Tern, or Macro- 
pus Caiwana. Spix. 43. 

Small ; chesnut ; bill, arched. 

Mangrove Cuckow. C. Seniculus. Enl. 813- 

Ash ; beneath, reddish ; throat, white ; tail, short, 
wedge-shaped. Cayenne. Length, twelve inches. 

Pheasant Cuckow. Macropxis Phasianellus. 
Spix. 42. 

Slender ; olive-brown, beneath ; and top of tail, white ; 
crest, reddish ; chest, black spotted.* 

may separate from these an American species 
with a long bill, bent only at the end. 

It is on this distinction that Vieillot has made his 
genus Saurothera, Gal. 38. 

Long-hilled Cuckow. C. Vetula. Enl. 77^* 

Browm ; beneath, lighter ; eyelashes, red; tail, wedge- 
shaped. Jamaica. Length, fifteen inches. t 

* Coccyzus Minutus, Vieill. the Cuculus Cayanus Mmor of Lath . ; Coc- 
cyzus Lathamiy of Vieill. ; Cuculus Comutusy Lin . ; C, RubibanduSy Lath. ,* 
C. Punctulatus, Gm, ; C. Rrasiliensisy Lin.; and Coccyzus Geo^oyti, of Tern 
Col., seem referable to this division. 

f Add C, Plurudis, which is probably the female. 

3 N 



460 


CLASS AVES. 


M. Levaillant has properly separated from the 
other cuckows 

The CoucALs.* Centropus. Illig. 

Species of Africa and India, which have the thumb 
nail long, straight, and pointed, like that of the 
larks. Such as are known belong to the old world. 
They build also in the clefts of trees. 

Egyptian Cuckow. C. jEgyptins and Senega- 
lemis, Enl. 332. Vaill. Af. 219- 

Grey ; beneath, white ; crown and tail, blackish. 
Senegal and Egypt. 

Philippine Ci(ckou\ C. Philippensis. Cuv. Enl. 824. 
C. Buhutns. Horsf. 

Black ; wings, red. 

Red-l>roirn Cvekotv, C. Nisrornfus. Cuv. Vaill. 
Af. 220. 

Dingy ; wings, brickdust colour. Africa. 

Long-heeled Cuckoic. C. Tolu. Enl. 295, f. 1. 
Vaill. 219. 

Greenish-black ; wings, chesnut ; head, neck, and 
back, blackish, red streaked. Madagascar. 

Lark-he^led Cuckow. (C. Bengalensis.) BrownV 
111. t. 13. 

Ferrugineous brown, white, and black, streaked; belly, 
yellowish-brown ; quills and under tail-feathers, red, 
black banded. Bengal. 

* A compound signifying Lark Cuckowt, Ceniroput, spur-footed. M. 
Vieillot has changed this name into CoRinoNix ; Dr. Leach into Podo- 


PHXLUS. 
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Rufous Cuckow. C. Rtifinus, Cuv. Vaill. 221. 
Rufous ; stem of the feathers lighter. Africa. 
^Ethiopian Cuckow. C. jEthiops. Cuv. Vaill. 222. 
Black ; bluish over the eyes. Africa. 

Giant Cuckow. C. Gigas. Cuv. Vaill. 223. 

Rufous, above ; dingy, underneath ; tail, dingy, with 
numerous black bars. Africa. 

Black and White Cuckow. C. Ateralhus. Lesson. 
Voy. de la Coquille, t. 33. 

Forehead, black ; neck and chest, brown-white ; back, 
belly, tail, and wing, blue-black ; wing, with a white 
speculum. New Zealand.* 

Wo ought also, with this naturalist, to distin- 
guish 

The CouROLS,t or Vouroldrions, of Madagascar, 

With the bill thick, pointed, strongly compressed, 
slightly arched at the end of the upper mandible, 
with the nostrils pierced obliquely in the middle on 
each side. Their tail has twelve quills. They 
nestle like the preceding, and live in woods. They 
are said to be principally frugivorous. 

African CouroL C. Afer. Enl. 387, male with 
the bill badly represented ; and 558, the female, where 
it is better. Vaill. 226 and 227- 

Golden-green ; beneath, grey ; head and neck, ash ; 

* Add Centroput MilSbiki. Lesson, Voy. Cog. t. 34. Black and green. 
New Guinea. 

f Compounded of Cuckow and Roller ^ the genus Leptosomds of Vieill. 
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crown, splendid-black ; tail, beneath, black. Mada- 
gascar and Cape of Good Hope.* 

The Indicators, Vaill. 

Are other African species, celebrated by feeding 
on honey. They serve as guides in the discovery of 
the hives of wild honey, which they seek making 
a cry. Their bill is short, high, and nearly as 
conical as that of the sparrows Their tail has twelve 
quills, and is both slightly cuneiformed and forked. 
Theii' skin is particularly hard, and resists the stings 
of the bees ; but these insects attack them in the eyes, 
and sometimes kill them. 

Honey Cnckoxc. C. Indicator, Vaill. Af. 241. 

Ferrugineous-grey ; beneath, whitish ; shoulder, yel- 
l(jw ; bast* of the tail furcated with a black spot. 
Kgvpt and Senegal. 

Lesser llofiey Curkow. C. Minor. Cuv. id. 242. 

T)»e smallest. Like preceding, but beneath, slate- 
coloured. Africa. 

White-hilled Cuckoiv. C. Albirostris. Col. 36J, 

The largest. Dusky-brown ; ears, throat, and be- 
neath, white ; tail, black tipped. 

M. Vieillot has adopted this genus and its name in 
his Galerie. 45. f 

* This is the Bucco Africatku of Shaw, and well figured by VieiJl. Gal. 
t. 40 . 

f Indicator Major of Temmiock is Cuculut Indicator. Lath., and 
Temminck has described a species under the name of Indicator Levaillantiu 
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The Barbacous.* 

With the bill conical, elongated, a little compressed, 
slightly arched at the end, and furnished at its base 
with loose feathers or stiff hairs, which gives them 
some relation to the genus Bucco. 

Wax-h\ll Barhet. C. Tranquillus, Enl. 512. 
Spix. 41, 2. 

Black ; beneath, ash ; wing-coverts, white edged ; bend 
of the wing with small white spines. 

White-rumped Black Cuckow. C. Tenehrostis, 
Enl. 505, and Col. 323. f- 1. 

Black ; belly and thighs, red ; rump and vent, white. 
Cayenne. 

Red a 7 id White Cuckow, C. Rnfalbinvs. C^ol. 
323. f. 2. 

Bill, with very long ragged hairs ; tail rounded, gra- 
duated, short ; plumage, red ; belly white. 

Masked Cuckow. Monasa Personata, Vieill. Gal. 
36. Bucco AUnfrons. Spix. 41. 

Lead-coloured black ; forehead and throat, yellowish 
white. 

It must be observed that the C. Paradisceus, 
Briss., is the Lanius Malaharictis^ and that the 

* Compounded of Barbu, (JSucco,) and Cuckow. The genus Monasa 
of Vieill. Gal. 36 . Lypobnix ofWagler.. 

Temminck refers these birds to the second section of the genus Capito. 

.. . Abo have been named— 

£uc. Rufus. Spix. t. 40. f. 1. Buc. Kigrifrons. Spix. 43. f. 2. (the 
Lypomix Unicolor of Wagler. B. Rubicauda. Spix. which is B. Rujal- 
binus of Tern.) B. Leucopi. 111. which is Monasa Personata. VieiJl. 
B. Striatus, Spix. B. TorquatitSf and B. Fuseus. Gni. 
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Cue. Siueush^ i> the C orr/M Kryihn^r^nchm. Thvm* 
tuo niuarLs /irt* tnmlv by M. who ha> 

(lon(’ (ho most towonJs oloann^^ the* history of tho 

OUolvOW>. * 


The 3fALC'OiiAi>. Vaill. 

\’ieiJI()t calls tliein PiLi\\icorn.Ki\st) have the 
bill very thick, round at its bai»e, arched towards tiu* 
end, and a large naked s])ace round the eyes. 

Some have the n()stnl^ round towards the base ot 
the bill. 

fierf and Green Ma/roha. Le Mahoha Rouverdh, 
Afr. 225. 

Alxnc. aiifl ii.uiaie tail-featlK•r^, deep preen ; beneath. 

niarron ; tail, lonp, eiineiforni. Africa. 

Odters hate tJieni straigj.t .tear the edge of the 


Red-headed Malcoha. \'aiJJ. 224. Cnr P„r-rh 
'■gd^alu. Forster, h.d. ^ool. r. C. vLu " ^ 

- 

distinct. ^ ^ eventually prove 

Ihese birds, whicli are inhabitants of Ceylon are 
said to Jive principally on fruits.f ^ ’ 

• c. ciamotni Lath., i, said to be the same n n 
IS the male of C. Mindanemi,, C. Siwmu Lin ' “P®"*’®' Orientalit 

Lath., seems to be the female of C. Ame-ri n,,, , ', * Oommciu, 

^ucogasteriB mentioned byDumeril. 
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We should, probably, also distinguish from the 
rest, the species with a bill less thick, ahd which have 
scarcely any nudity round the eyes. 

Jaiia Malkoha, Malcoha cL bee peinty Phosnicoph^etia 
Calorhenchus, Col. 347- 

Black ; head and neck, red ; crown, iron-grey ; bill, 

yellow, red, and black. 

Java PhwnicophcBus. Phcenicophaus Javanicue, 
Horsf. 

Dark greenish-gray ; bill, throat, breast, vent, and 

thighs, ferruginous ; tail, tipt white.* 

The ScYTHROPS. Lath. 

Have a bill still larger than the preceding, ^nd 
thicker than the last, with two slight ridges longi- 
tudinally on each side. Round the eyes is naked, 
and the nostrils are round. Their bill approximates 
them to the Toucans, but their tongue is not 
ciliated. Only one species is known, which is proper 
to New Holland. It is as big as a crow, whitish, 
with a grey mantle. 

Pmttaceous HornhilL Scythrops Novee HollanduB. 

Lath. Scy. Anstralasice. Shaw. 

Pale-green ; back, wing, and tail, lead-coloured. 

Sh. Philips, t. at p. 165, and White 142, two bad 

figures. There are better in PI. Col. 290, and Vieill. 

Gal. 39. 

• Lesson mentions a bird as the Phaenicoplueut Superci&osus of Cuvier, but 
Cuvier does not notice it in print. 
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The Barblts. Bucco.* Lin. 

Have a thick conical bill, convex on the sides at the 
base, and furnished with five facetts of stiff bristles, 
directed forward, one behind the nostril, one on each 
side the base of the lower jaw, and the fifth under 
the symphysis. Their wings are short, their pro- 
portions and their flight heavy. They live on in- 
sects, and attack little birds, nevertheless they also 
eat fruit. They build in holes in trees. 

They may be divided into tln*ee subgenera. 

The BARBicANS.t Buff. Pogonias. III. 

Which have one or two strong teeth on each side the 
upper mandible, the bend of which is blunt and 
arched ; their quills are very strong. They are 
found in Africa and India. They are more frugi- 
vorous than the other species. 

Groove -hilled Barbican^ Bueeo Diibius. Gm. Pogo- 
jiws Sulci rosfris. Leach. Zool. Mis. 7®- Vieill. 
(jal. 32. Vaill. Ois de Par. 2. 19. 

Black, above ; beneath, red, with black band on 
breast ; middle of back, white ; bill, channelled. 
Barbaiy. 

Black4)ellied Barbican. Pog. Erythromelas. Vieill. 
Gal. 32. 

Black; beneath, red; chest, band, and vent, black. 

♦ This name was given by Brisson on account of the convexity at the 
base of the mandible, from bucca^ cheek. 

f On account of their similarity to the Toucans. Pogonias, from murywj, 
beard ; but Lacepede has long since applied this name to a genus of fish 
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Smooth-hilled Barbican, P. LevifrostrU, Leach. 77 * 
Vaill.pl. K. Le Barh.y d Ventre Rosi. Vieill. loc. 
cit. pi. A. is the young. 

Like B, duhius^ but the bill is not channelled ; top of 
head, crimson. Africa. 

BurchelVs or the Masked Barbican. P, Personatus, 
Tem. Col. 201. 

Top of head, cheeks, and throat, bright red, behind 
the red, black ; back, greenish-ash ; beneath, yellow- 
ish. Africa. 

Black-throated Barbican. P. Niger. Tem. Enl. 
688. Vail. 29, 30, 31. 

Crown, rump, throat, neck, middle of back, and 
wing-coverts, black ; forehead, red ; curve over eye, 
yellow and white. Philippine Islands. 

Red Barbican. P. Rubicon. Vaill. pi. D. 

Forepart of body, red ; beneath, pale-yellow ; sides, 
streaked with black.* 

Buccot properly so called. (Cuv.) 

With a bill simply conical, slightly compressed, the 
crest blunt, a little elevated in the middle. There are 
some of them in the two continents, many of which 

* Bucco SalHiy Lath. (Abyssinian Barbican of Salt’s Travels. P. 
Rubrifrons of Swainson. Zool. Ulus, and P. Hcsmatops^ Wagler.) P, Leu- 
c<motusy Vieill. (which is P. Leevirostris of Leach ; and the young is P. Le^ 
vmUantii of Leach.) P. Stephensu, Lath, (the P. Niger of Tem. P. Sene- 
gcUermSi Lich. P. VieUlottUy Leach. Bucco Fuscescensy Vieill. which seems 
to be the B. Rubescens of Vaill. 

t Vieillot has changed this name into Capito. 

3 o 2 
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have brilliant colours. They live in pairs in the 
breeding season, and in small bands the rest of the 
year. 

Great Barb^t, B. Grandis. Enl. 87 I. 

Changeable green, with the quills varied with black ; 
head and neck, blue ; vent, red. Cliina and India. 

Gree^i Barbet. B, Viridis. Enl. 87 O. 

Green, vriih head and neck greyish brown; white 
spot near the eye. India. 

Yellow-fronted Bay^het. B, Flamfrons, Cuv. Vaill. 
Ois. de Par. 55. 

Top of head and back of neck, olive-green ; about the 
cheeks and throat, blue ; body and wings, green ; 
paler, beneath. Ceylon. 

Bltie-throated Barbet, B. Cyanops. Cuv. id. ih. 
21, or Capita Cyanocollis. Vieill. Gal. 35. 

Head, red, streaked with black ; throat and crop, blue; 
occiput and body above, green ; beneath, pale-green. 
India. 

LatharrCa Barbet. B. Lathami. Lath. Syn. pi. 22. 
Greenish ; quills, dark ; face and chin, brown. 

YeUow-throated Barbet. B. Philippensis. Enl. 333. 

Green ; beneath, yellow, spotted with olive ; throat 
and sides of the head, yellow; top of the head, red. 
Philippine Islands. 
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Red^owned Barbet* B. Rtibriccipillus. Brown. 
lU. 14. 

Green, with the crown and throat scarlet ; beneath, 
white, and white spot on shoulder. Ceylon. 

Red-necked Barhet. B. Rubricollis. Cuv, Vaill. 35. 

If, indeed, these are not three varieties. 

Bldck-throated Barbel » B. Torquatus. Cuv. Vaill 

37 

Back, wings, and tail, brown ; beneath, yellow ; fore- 
head, cheeks, and throat, red ; patch on throat, black. 
Brazil. 

Rosy Barbel, B, Roaeus, Cuv. Vaill. 33. 

Shining-green, above ; greenish, beneath ; sides white, 
with black stripes ; face and throat, rose-coloured. 

Black-throated Barbel, B, Niger, Enl. 688. 

VieUl. Gal. 33. 

Above, black, with yellow spots ; beneath, white. 
Philippine Islands, and Cape. 

Beautiful Barbel. B. Maynanenais.* Lath. 

Green ; head, and throat, red, margined with blue ; 
breast, yellow. South America. 

The Elegant Barbel. The B. Elegana. Gm. Enl. 

688 . 

Appears to be nearly allied to the last, if not the 
same. 

Bearded Barbel. B. Barbiculus. Cuv. Vaill. 56. 
Beard longer than the bill ; forehead and throat, red ; 


Capito JSIegnn^y Vieill. 
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post ociilar spt)t, yellow ; general colour , deep-green, 
varied with yellow’ ; quills, red. 

Little Barhet. B. Parvus* Vaill. 32. PI. Enl. 746. 

Fulvous brown ; beneath, whitish, striated with brown. 
Senegal. 

Red^rumped Barhet, B, Erythro7iotos, Cuv. 
Vaill. 57 . 

Rump and upper tail-coverts, bright red ; dark vinous 
on the upper pai ts, with yellow’ streaks on the cheeks ; 
throat, yellow ; beneath, w^hitish. Africa. 

Yellow -cheeked Barhet. B. Zeylanicus. Brown. 

Green, w ith head and neck pale-fulvous ; w ing-coverts, 
with white spots. Ceylon, Java, &c. 

Cayenne Barhet. B. Cayanensis. Enl. 206. 

Black ; beneath, w hitish yellow ; forehead and throat, 
red. Cayenne. 

Peruvian Barhet. B. Peruvianus. Cuv. Vaill. 27- 

Forehead and throat, orange; above, from the gaj>e, 
nearly black, with yellow patches ; belly, yellow, with 
browm spots. Peru. 

Black-breasted Barhet. B. Nigrothorax. Vaill. 28. 
These again may be three varieties. 

White-breasted Barhet, B. Fuscus, ^^aill. 43. 

Browm, with triangular white spot on the breast. 
Cayenne. 


Capiio Rvbrifrons, Vieill. 
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Red-coUared Barhet, B. Armillaris. Tern. Col. 89. 

Green ; forehead, and half collar, red ; back of neck, 
blue. Java. 

Blue^throated Barbet. B. Gularis. Tern. Col. 89. 2. 

Green, top of head, throat and edge of wings, blue ; 
under eye, and half collar, yellow ; black between the 
yellow and blue of the throat. Java. 

Yellow Mustache Barbet. B. Chrysopogon. Tem. 
Col. 285. 

Green ; top of head varied with white, red, blue, and 
brown ; throat, blue ; yellow stripe from the gape. 
Sumatra. 

Party^oloured Barbet. B. Versicolor. Tem. Col. 309. 

Green ; top of the head, and patch on the side of the 
breast, red ; over the eye, and throat, bright blue, 
waved ; the eye in a black stripe, in which is also a 
marron spot. Sumatra. 

Blue semi-collared Barbet. B. Mystacophanes. Tem. 
Col. 315. Vaill.pl. C. 

This is also green, with the top of the head and throat, 
deep red ; the eye in a blue patch ; half collar, 
blue. 

Olive Barbet. B. Auro-vireris. Cuv. Vaill. pi. E. 

Above, olive-yellow ; beneath, orange-yellow ; top of 
head and nape, red ; belly, pale. Brazil.* 

* To these may be added : — 

jB. Rtibicula, B. Rufus, and B. Striatus, from Spix’s Brazil. B. Mar- 
ginattis, Ruppel, and B. Nigrescens, Gray’s MSS. 

B, Cinereus, B. Ccdcaratus, L. B. Leucops, 111. B Albifrons, and B. 
Nigrifrons of Spix. and B. Tenehrosm of III. are all Barbicans, 
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The Tamatias* Tamatia. Cuv. 

Whose bin is a little more elongated, and more com- 
pressed, and bent downward at the extremity of the 
upper mandible. Their thick head, short tail, and 
large bill, give them a stupid appearance. All the 
species are American, and live only on insects. 
Their disposition is sad and sobtary. 

Pied Tamatia. Bucco Macrorhynchos. Enl. 689. 

Blaxrk ; with the forehead, throat, front of the neck, 
abdomen, and tip of tail, white. Cayenne. 

Lesser Pied Tamatia. B. Melanoleucos. Enl. 688. 

Black ; forehead, throat, spot on scapulars, streak 
behind the eyes, abdomen, and tip of tail, white. 
Caye me. 

Collared Barhet. B. Collaris. Enl. 395. f 

Rufous ; almve, striated with black ; beneath, whitish, 
with a broad black band on the breast. G uiana. 

Spotted4}elUed Tamatia. B. Tamatia. Enl. 746. 
Vieill. Gal. 34. Tamatia Macnlata. Cuv. 

Reddish browm ; beneath, li^^hter, s}X)tted with black; 
dark collar on neck. Cayenne. 

Black^ared Tamatia. (^Capita Melanotis,)^ Col. 94. 

Back, wings, and top of head, brown, with small black 

• The name of one of these birds in Brazil, according to Margrave. 
They are called Chacurut, in Paraguay, according to Azara. It is to these 
that Temminck has applied the name Capito. 

f Probably B. Capengu of Gm. and B. Collarit of Lath. 

X The B. Chacuru of Vieill. from the Chacuni of Azara, and B. StrigiP 
UUut of Lich 
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bars ; beneath, and round the breast and neck, 
brownish-white ; a large black patch below the eye. 
South America. 

Black-handed Tamatia. (^Cyphoa Macrodactylus), 
Spix. 39. 

Crown, chesnut ; chin, nape, and chest, white ; eye- 
streak, and chest band, black ; back, wings, and tail, 
dark-brown ; belly and rump, brown, lineated with 
blackish. Brazil.* 

The CouROUcoui.t Trogon. L. 

Have, together with the brush of hair of Bucco^ the 
bill short, larger than high, bent from its base, with 
the upper ridge arched and blunt. Their small feet 
furnished with feathers to near the toes, their tail 
long and large, their plumage fine, light, and plen- 
tiful, give them a different appearance to Bucco. 
There is, in general, some part of their plumage 
which shines with a metallic lustre ; the rest is more 
or less brightly coloured. They build in holes in 
trees, feed on insects, remain silent and solitary on 
the lower branches, in thick humid woods, and fly 
only during morning and evening. 

Some of them are found in both continents. 

The American species have the edges of the man- 
dibles indented, while those of the old world have 
them more entire. 

* Also liave been named B, Somnolentus, Lich. The Tamatia of 
Marcq. Capita Maculatus, Wagler, Alcedo Maculatut, Gm. 

t The expression of their cry, and their name, in Brazil. Trogon was 
given them by Moehring. 

VOL. VII. 3 P 



474 


CLASS AVES. 


Red^Jlied Trogofi. {T. Curucui,)^ Enl. 452. 
Vaill. Courouc. 1, 2. 

Green, above ; fulvous-red, beneath ; throat, black ; 
coverts and tml, striped with black* West Indies. 

Lesser red4>ellied Trogon. (T. Rosalba.)’^ Vaill. 6, 
or Variegatus. Spix. 38. 

Belly, red ; but the species smaller tlian the last. 
Cayenne. 

Yellowdyellied Trogmi. (T. Viridis.) Enl. 195. 
Vaill. 3, 4. Spix. 36. 

Green ; beneath, yellow ; throat, black ; lateral tail- 
feathers, striped black and white. Cayenne. 

Violet-headed Trogo^i, {T. Violaeeus.) Nov. Com. 
Petrop. II. 166. 16. 

"^'iolet ; back, green ; wings, spotted with white ; tail, 
barred. Cayenne. 

Cinereous Trogon. {T. Strigilatus.) Enl. 765. 

Cinereous; abdomen, fulvous ; wings and tail, banded 
white. Cayenne. 

Rufous Trogon, {T. Rufus.') Enl. 736. Vaill. 9. 

Rufous; beneath, yellow; quills, striated black and 
white. Cayenne. 

Black-headed Trogon. (T.Atricollis.) Vieill. Gal. 
31. or Ora?iga. Vaill. T, 8. or Sulfuraceus. 
Spix. 38. 

Forehead, cheeks, and throat, black ; golden-green, 
above; bluish-green, l>eneath. Cayenne. 

• PL Enl. 457, appears to be the female. 

4 T. CoitantuSt Spix, and T. Collaris, appear to be the female. 
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Domingo Trogon. (7^. Domicellus,) Vaill. 13. 


Bright bluish-green, above ; coverts, barred, black, 
green, and white ; beneath, greenish-white ; vent, red. 
St. Domingo. 

White-hellied Trogon. {T, Albiventer.} Vaill. 5. 

Bluish-green, above ; quills, black ; beneath, white. 
Cayenne. 

Fasciated Trogon. (7^. Fasciatus.) Ind. Zool. 
pi. 5. 

Ferrugineous, above ; fulvous-red, beneath ; wings, 
striated black and white. Ceylon. 

Mountain Trogon. (T. Oreskios.) Col. 181. 

Head and neck, green ; back and middle tail-feathers, 
marron ; beneath, orange-yellow ; edge of tail, white. 
Java. 

Reinwarfs Trogon. {T. Reinwartii.) Col. 124. 

Green ; throat and belly, yellow ; tail, ash with darker 
broad bands. Java. 

DuvauceVs Trogon. (T. Duvaucelii.) Col. 291- 
Vaill. 14. 

Head and throat, black ; behind the mouth and over 
the eye, blue ; back and middle tail-feathers, marron ; 
all beneath and rump, deep-red ; wings, barred. 

White^ollared Trogon. {T. Condea.) Col. 321. 

Head and throat, black, with narrow white collar 
behind ; back, ochreous ; beneath, red ; wings, black 
barred with grey ; eye-patch, blue ; lunule patch on 
nape, red. Sumatra. 

3 p 2 
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Narina Trogon. (T. Narini.) Vaill. Af. 228 
and 229 . Cour. 10 and 11. 

Green, above ; beneath, red ; quills, black, with white 
edges. South Africa. 

We may be permitted to doubt whether the Trogon 
Maculatus of Bro\\'n be a true Trogon. 

There is one remarkable for the cut of its tail. 
( T. Temnurm. Tem.^ Col. 326, and another, in 
which the coverts of the tail are nearly as long as 
the body. ( T. Pavoninus,) Tern. Col. 372. Spix. 
35. It is celebrated in the mythology of the Mexi- 
cans, and sought after by the natives for its fine 
feathers.* 


The Ani,! Crotophaga L. 

Are known by their tliick bill, compressed, arched, 
without indentation, elevated, and surmounted by a 
vertical and trenchant crest. 

Two species of them are known, both of the warm 
and humid parts of America, with strong and 
elevated tarsi, the tail long and round, and the 
plumage black. C. Major, et C. Ani. Enl. 182. 
fig. 1 and 2. VieiU. Gal. 33. 

These birds live on insects and grains; fly in flocks; 
lay and sit many pairs together, in a nest placed on 
branches, and of a size proportioned to the number of 

* T, Temrmncku^ and T, Cwnamoneiu^ Vaill. T, Ardens, Tern, and T, 
Aurantita and T. Variegatut, Spix. 

f Am Anno, the name of these birds in Guiana or Brazil. Cbotopbagub 
was used by Brown in his Hlstoiy of Jamaica, because in that Island these 
birds fly on the cattle to pick from their backs the Tabanni and ticks. 
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couples which build it. They are easily tamed, and 
even learn to speak ; but their flesh has a bad scent. 

The Toucans.* Ramphastos. L. 

May be known from all other birds by their enor- 
mous bUl, almost as thick and long as their body, 
light and cellular within, arched towards the end, 
and irregularly indented at the edges. The tongue 
is long, narrow, and furnished on each side with 
barbs like a feather. They are found only in the 
warm parts of America, and live in small troops on 
fruit and insects ; but they devour also, during the 
laying season, eggs, and little birds newly hatched. 
The structure of their bill obliges them to swaDow 
their food without mastication ; when they have 
seized it, they throw it in the air, the more easily to 
swallow it. Their feet are short ; the wings little 
extended, and the tail tolerably long. They build 
in the trunks of trees 

The Toucans, properly so called, have the bill 
thicker than the head, they are generally black with 
bright colours on the throat, breast, and rump. 
These parts of their plumage were employed for- 
merly in making a sort of embroidery. 

Toco Toucan. (^Ramphastos Toco.) Enl. 82. 

VaiU. 2. 

Black ; throat and rump, white ; vent, red ; bill, red, 
with black tip. Cayenne. 

• Toucan is from their Brazilian name, 7V<ca. Ramphastos was applied 
by Linnaeus, from bill, on account of the size of that part. 
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Carinated Toucan, {B, Cnrinatus,) Wagler. Edw. 

329. 

Black; bill, large, green; culmen, green; throat, 
gt)lden-yellow ; chest and vent, scarlet ; rump, white. 

Veliotr-lireasted Toucan. (/?. Tucanu^.) Enl. 307- 

Black ; throat, yellow ; spot on breast and vent, red. 
South America. 

Brazilian Toucan. {R. Piscivorus.) L. or Cal- 
lorhyjichos. Wagler. Edw. 64. 

Black ; rump, white ; spot on breast and vent, red. 
Brazil. 

Great Toucan. {R. Maanynus.) Cuv. Vaill. 
Toucans, pi. 6. 

Black ; bill, black ; ba« yellow^ ; sides of head and 
throat, pale-yello>v ; chest, belly, rump, and vent, 
deep-red. 

Red-J)rensted Toucan. {R. PecforaliR.) Shaw, or 

R. Tucai. Lich. Enl. 2G9. 

Black; throat, yellow; band on breast, vent, and 
rump, red. South America. 

Aldrovandine Toucan. {R. Aldrovandi.)’* Sh. 
Alb. II. 25. 

Black ; beneath, red ; breast, yellow. Guiana and 
Brazil. 

Reddnlled Toucan, (R. Eryfhrorynchos.) Sh. 
Enl. 262. Vaill. 3. 

Black ; throat, white ; rump, yellow ; bar on breast 
and vent, red. South America. 


* R, ErythroicmUy Wagler. 
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Vaillanfa Toucan. {R. VaillarUU.) Vaill. 4. 
Swainson. ZooL 111. 56. 

Blax^k ; bill, red ; culmen, black ; base, yellow ; 
throat, dirty- white ; chest and vent, ochreous. 
Brazil. 

Black and Yellow Toucan. {R. Dicolorus.) Wag- 
ler, or Chlororhynchos. Tern. Vaill. 8. 

Black ; cheeks and throat, pale-yellow, with a cen- 
tral orange spot ; chest and belly, scarlet. 
Brazil.* 

The Aracari. Buff. Pteroglossus. 111. 

Have the hill not so thick as the head, and furnished 
with a more solid horn ; their size is less ; and the 
ground colour of their plumage generally green, 
with red or yellow on the throat and breasL 

Green Toucan. {R. Viridis.)'\‘ Enl. 

Vaill. 10. 17 . 

Dark-green ; head and neck, black ; rump, red ; be- 
neath, yellow. Cayenne. 

Aracari Toucan. {R. Aracari.) Enl. 166. Vaill. 
10 and 11. Vieill. Gal. 30. 

Dark-green ; beneath, yellow ; bar across the abdomen 
and the rump, red. South America. 

• R. Cuvieri. R. Stors, and R. Temmincku, Wagler, and R Ambiguus. 
Swainson. 111. 
f R. Aldrovandi of Shaw. 
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Piperine Toucan. (R. Piperivorus.) L. or Pt. Culik. 
Wagler. Enl. 577. 729. 13, 14. 

Olivaceous ; head, black ; crescent on the neck, 
orange. Cayenne. 

■ GroovetUfiil Jracari. (R. Suhatus.) Swainson. 
Zool. 111. 44. Col. 356. 

Green ; edge of wings, black ; top of head, and trian- 
gular patch about the eye, blue ; throat, dirty-white. 
Peru. 

Axara'^s Totican. {R. Azarce.) Vaill. Sup. A. 

Top of the head, green-black ; neck and throat, 
marron ; back and coverts, olive-green ; beneath, 
yellow, with reddish spots and bars. Brazil. 

Black^reen Toucan. (R. Inscriptus.) Swain. Zool. 
III. 90. 

Black-green ; head and neck, black ; beneath, pale- 
yellow ; thighs, reddish ; rump, scarlet. Brazil. 

Bailloris Toucan. (R. Bailloni.) Vaill. 18. 

Olive-green, above ; forehead, mih transverse yellow 
band ; beneath, yellow. 

Spotted-billed Toucan. {R. Maculiroetris.) Vaill. 
and 15, Sup. A. A. 

Brilliant black ; above, and on the breast, a spot of 
golden yellow ; orange-yellow band on neck ; back, 
olive-green ; lower tail-coverts, red ; bill, black, with 
red at the base. 

♦ PierogUmut Rumboldtn, Wagler. Pterog. RemwardiU, Wagler. P. 
LaHgtdorffii, Wagler. 
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The Parro'M (Psittacus, L.) 

Have the bill thick, har^ solid, round in all parts, 
surrounded at the base with a membrane in which the 
nostrils are pierced ; the tongue is thick, fleshy, and 
round, circumstances which give them the greatest 
facility in imitating the human voice. Their lower 
larynx is coftiplicated, and furnished on each side 
with three muscles, contributing further to this faci- 
lity. Their vigorous jaws are put in motion by mus- 
cles, which are stronger than in other birds. They 
have very long intestines, but are without a caecum. 
Their food consists of fruit of aU sorts. They climb 
branches by means of their bill and feet ; build in 
holes in trees ; have a voice naturally hard and noisy ; 
and are, almost all, of very bright colours : hence 
they are only found in the Torrid Zone. But they 
exist in both continents, though the species proper 
to each are different ; even every great island has its 
own species, as the short wings of these birds do not 
allow them to traverse much space of sea. The 
parrots are very numerous, and are subdivided by 
the shape of the tail, and other characters. 

Among those with a long wedged tail we may first 
distinguish 

The Aras, Maccaw (Ara, Kubl.), 

Whose cheeks are denuded of feathers. They are 
American species ; for the most part, very large, and 
vor. VII. 3 Q 
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ot a veiy briDiant plumage : for which reason many of 
them are brought into Europe. 

Red and Blue Maccaw. P. Macao. L. Vaill. 1. 

Scarlet, with blue wings ; yellow on wing-coverts ; 
cheeks naked, white. Size erf a fowL South 
America. 

Red, Yellow, and Blue Maccaw. P. Aracanga. £nl. 
12. Vaill. 2. 

Rather smaller than the last. Scarlet ; rump blue ; 
scapulars, yellowish, tipped with blue ; quills, blue 
and green, most of them black tipped ; middle tail- 
feather, blue ; the next blue and red ; and the four 
outer, blue. Guiana. 

Varied Maccaw, P. Tricolor. Vaill. 5. 

Top of head, cheeks, and under parts, reddish ; nape, 
yellow; quills, blue; coverts, red-brown. South 
America. 

Hyacinthine Maccaw. P. Hyacinthinus. Lath., or 
Anadorhynchus Maximiliani. Spix. t. 11. 

Deep blue ; bill, and legs, black ; orbits, and base of 
lower mandiUe, yellow. South America. 

The Araratma, or Blue and Yellow Maccaw. P. 
Ararauna. Enl. 36. 

Blue; beneath yellow; cheeks, naked, with black 
lines. 

Military Maccaw. P MUitaria. Vaill. 4. 

Green ; forehead, red ; quills, and rump, blue ; tail, 
red, tipped with blue. 
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BrcutUian Ma4xaw. P. Severuf. YaiU. 8, 

'9, and 10. 

Green; front, purple-brown; wings, blue; tail- 
feathers, blue above, red beneath. » 

/ T 

Parrot Maccaw, P. Macawuarma, Enl. 864. 
• VaiU. 7 . 

Green ; beneath, refescent ; crown, Mid wings, bluish. 

Purple-backed Maccaw, Arara Purpureo-dorsalis. 
Spix. 24. 

Large ; yellow-green ; back, middle of the belly, and 
forehead, purple •, crown, primaries, and tip of tail, 
blue ; base of tail, red. Brazil.* 

The others with a long tail have in common the 
name 


Parrakeet (Conurus, KuhL) ; 
M. Le Vaillant divides them into 


Maccaw Parrakeets, 


Which have a naked space round the eye ; they come 
from America, like the Maccaws. 

Pavouane Parrakeet- P- Guyanensis. Enl. 167, 
407 . VaiU. 14,15. 

Green ; orbits, naked, whitish ; quill, and tail feathers, 
yellowish ; underneath shoulders, and under wing- 

Guiana. 

m 

* Add from others, PtUtacu$ mnlngum^ Becht. ' PmU- JU^gm, KuhL ^ 

3 Q 2 


coverts, r^. 
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ScalyJbretisted Parrakeet P. Sqttanumu. Shaw, 
Mis. 1061. 

Top of head, and neck, purple-brown ; green on the 
upper part ; brown, beneatli ; the feathers margined 
with white. Less than a blackbird. 

Banded Parrakeet. P, Vittatuf. Vaill. I 7 . 

All above, and sides of belly, green ; chest, yellowish- 
ash, with darker bands ; quills of wings, blue above ; 
tail, green. Brazil. 

WavtedyrecLsted Parrakeet. P. Versicolor. Enl. 144. 
Vaill. 16. 

Shining-green; throat, brown, each feather with a 
yellow margin. Cayenne. 

Angola-yellow Parrakeet. P. Solstitialis. Vaill. 16, 
19 , or Aratinga Chrysocephalus. Spix. 14. His 
Aratinga lutcusj 14, is a variety of it. 

Orange-yellow, with green spots on the back and 
wings; sides, and thighs, red. Angola.* 

Parrots with arrow-shaped tails, in which the mid- 
dle tail-feathers greatly exceed the others in length. 

It is of this division that Messrs. Vigors and Horsfield 
have made their genus Paljeobnis. 

Collared Parrakeet. P. Torquatos. Briss. Enl. 
551. 

Green, tinged with yellow ; beneath, a broad band of 
yellow, striped with black at the back of the head. 
Philippine Islands. 

*8oiDt (rfaee here P. Aunoofdm^P. Patagonut., P. LeucotUf P. Inomahu. 
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Alemandrine Parrakeet. P. Alewcmdri. L. Enl. 642. 

Vaill. 80. Edw, 292. The young of which, ac- 
cording to Kuhl, is P. JEmpatria, L. Vaill. 7®- 
EnL 239. 

Bright-green, with a red collar on the neck, and a 
black spot under the throat. 

Yellow-collared Parrakeet P, Annulatus. Bech. 
Vaill. 75, 76. 

Above, brilliant green ; beneath, yellow-green ; head 
of male, blue ; collar, yellow ; intermediate tail quills, 
long blue, tipped with yellowish-white. Pondicherry. 

Blossom-headed Parrakeet, P. Erythrocephaltis. 
L. Gingianus. Lath. Vaill. 45. Edw. 233. 

Head, red ; bluish, behind ; chin, black ; with a pale 
green collar ; rest of the plumage green. Gingi. 

Malacca Parrakeet. P. Malaccensis. Gm. 

Crown and plumage in general, green ; head, red, rose- 
coloured. Malacca. 

P. Barbulatu^y Bech. Enl. 888. Vaill. 72. P. 
Barrahandi. Swain. 59. 

Green, with forehead and throat, golden yellow ; 
chest band, red. New Holland. 

Bengal Parrakeet. P. Bengalensis, Gm. Epl. 888. 
Vaill. 74. 

Like Pt Erythrocephalusj with the hind head 
blue. 
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Papuan Parrakeet, P. Papumsii. Conner Nov. 
Guia. t. 3. 

Scarlet ; wings and tail, green ; sides of body and 
tail, yellow ; hind head, blue. Papua. 

Sincialo Parrakeet, P, Rujirostris, Enl. 580. 

Green ; shoulders, yellowish ; tail, long, tipt with 
blue. St. Domingo. 

Red-Breasted Parrakeet, P. Hae^natopus, Enl. 61, 
or Cyanocephalus, Enl. 192, or Moluccantcs, 
Enl. or Cyanogaster, Sh. Gen. Zool., viii. 

t. 59. and White p. 140, all varieties of age. 

Green ; breast, red ; face, blue ; neck spot, yeDowish. 

I'igors and Horsfield having remarked that the tongue 
of this species has soft bristles under its point, have 
made their genus Teichoglossus of it. It would be 
interesting to examine whether many other parrots 
have not the same character. 

The character of the tail of this division is ob- 
servable in the first species kno^Ti in Europe, into 
which it was brought by Alexander. This is P. 
Alexandria before mentioned.* 

Parralteets, with the tail enlarged towards the 
end. 

^ Blaok Parrakeet* P. Niger, Enl. 600. Edw. 5. 

Glossy blue^black ; tail, red, beneath. Brazil. 

* 

* Other! place here, F, BUoryualwi- 
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Ijl^ge Blade Parrot. P. Vom Vaill, 61. 

Black, with grey and l^own refleolioxus. Much larger 
than the last. South Africa. 

Masked ParH)t. P. Mascarinus. 3. EnL 5. Vaill. 

139. 

Large, brown, lighter underneath, with a black mask ; 
rest of head and neck, ashy-grey; lateral tail, white at 
the base, the rest brown. Madagascar. 

Crimson-winged Parrakeet. P. Erytkropterus. 
Nat. Mis. 653. 

Crown, cheeks, and ridge of wings, green ; back, 
black ; rump blue ; beneath, yellowish-green. New 
Holland. 

Nonpareil Parrakeet. P. Eatimiue. Vaill. 28, 9. 
Nat. Mis. 93. 

Head, neck, and breast, scarlet ; wings and tail, blue ; 
back, black, undulated with green ; beneath, yellow. 
New Holland. 

Pennant" 8 Parrakeet. P. Pefinanti. Lath. White, 
t. at p. 174 ? and I 76 , or Elegans^ Gm. Vaill. 78? 79p 
P. Gloriosus. Sh. 63. ^ 

Scarlet, with blue> throat, wings, and tail ; back 
varied with black. New Holland. 

Brofon^s Parrot. P. Braumii. Kuhl. VaiD. 80. 

Crown, black ; cheeks, white ; above, black ; the 
feathers mar^ned with yellow ; beneath, yellowish • 
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white ; shoulders and wing-coverts, blue. New 
Holland. 

Tabrian^amt. P. Scapulattu. Bech. Vaill. 56, 
56. Enl. 240. 

Head front of neck, sides and belly, brilliant deep-red, 
with a few blue spots under the tail; demi>collar, 
blue ; back, green. New Holland. 

Taihuan Parrakeet P. Tabuensis, Lath, or Atro* 
purpureus. Sh. Lev. Mus. t. 34. 

Dark-crimson with green; back, wings, and tail-quills, 
and outer tail-feathers, blue. Friendly Islands. 

Amboina Red Parrakeet^ P. Amboinerms. Gm. 
Enl. 240. and White, p. 168, and 169. 

Head, neck, and all beneath, scarlet; back, rump, 
and quills of tail, blue. Amboina. 

It is of this division that Vigors and Horsfield have 
made their genus Platyceecus.* 

In common Parrots, with the tail wedged almost 
equally. 

Brazil Yellow Parrakeet. P. Guaruba. Kuhl, or 
P. Luteus. Lath. Vaill. 20. or Aratinga Caroli/nce. 
Spix. 12. 

Body, yellow ; wings and tail, yellowish green with 
blue. Brazil. 

• Oikm i^acellere— F. Spwrhu, P.Venuiiut^ P.Oganomelat, P. Ictcrotii, 
P. MMcolor. 



oi 


^il^ii>ouaM 0 -,Jiurrojt. P. dupantnam 
rngnathoa. Spix. 25. 


JMilV 

GsAror Jifoe- 


Plumage, dee() green beneath ; ehealia^ spotted 

with red; edge of wing and undect'loMur coverts, 
scarlet. Guiana. 


Cafiflt^na Parrakeef. P. Ludovicianus. Enl. 499. 
or Cc^lwiensia. Wilson III. 26. f. 1. 

Fore part of head, orange ; back and throatj^ yellow ; 
body, green ; edge of wing at the bend, orange ; 
coverts, green. Carolina. 

lUinois Parraheet, P. Perfinaai. Enl. 528. 
Vaill. 34. to 37 . 

Green, with fulvous ; checks, quills, and tail-feathers, 
grey. Brazil, &c. 

GoldeMfrmoncd Parraheet, P, Awteue, L, 
Vaill. 41. Edw. 235. 

Qi^een; crown, orsange; bllie bar across the wings; 
edges of tail-feathers, blue. Brazil. 

K 

Red ' and^ hlue-headcd Purrnkcet, P^ C^miicularis, 
Enl. 767 . VaiU. 40. 

i beiteatb, inclining to yellow ; fOr^fiead, red ; 
crown, blue. South America. 

Brown^hroatM' ParrdMftt: P. 

Edw. 177 . 

Gt^«; crowh arid qtiflls. Hue ;'ciiebl£»^"En61 throat, 
grey-brown. South America. 

VOL. VII. 3 a 
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Gre^-che 0 ked ParrMee^, P. BuccaUe. Vaill. 67- 

Green, above ; yellowish-green, underneath ; lower 
wing-coverts towards the base, blue ; about the eyes, 
throat and forehead, greyish. Cayenne. 

i 

YellmtMoinged Parrakeet. P, Virescens, Enl. 
359. Vafll. 69. 

Pale-gTQ^ ; quills, blue ; secondaries, white, yellow 
edged ; coverts, tipt with yellow. Cayenne. 

Cayenne Parrakeet. P, Sosova. Enl. 456. Vaill. 
68, 9 and P. Tom, Enl. 190. 

Deep green, above; lighter, underneath; quills of 
wings and middle of tail, blue; spot on wings, 
yellow. Cayenne. 

Grey-ireasted Parrakeei, P, Murinue, Enl. 768 . 
Vaill. 38. 

Olive; quills, green; face, throat, and breast, grey. 
South America. 

Mustache Parrakeet, P, Pondicerianus, Enl. 
61;/. Vaill. 31. 

'1 

Green; crown, grey ; frontal bar, and behind the bill, 
black ; breast, red. India. 

Temate Blue-headed Parrot, P, Xanthosomua, 
Bech. Vaill. 61. 

Bright-green ; head, neck, and large quill^, bright- 
blue ; bill, red. Ternate. 
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Bridled Parrakeet. P. Cupiatraiue. Bech. Edw. 
232. VaiU. 4fJ. 

Deep-greei^ above ; yellowish green, imdemeath ; 
face, surrounded with a blue banch? collar, yellow. 
India. 

Lory Parrdkeet. P. Ornatus. Enl. 652. Vaill. 
52. Edw. 174 . 

Green, varied with yellow ; croM^, blue ; hind head, 
red ; throat and breast, undulated blackish-green. 
India. 

Lace-winged Parrakeet. P, Marginatue. Vaill. 
60. or P. Olivaceua. Enl. 287. 

Green ; crown, blue ; wing-coverts, blue, edged with 
yellow. Lugonia. 

Great-hellied Parrot. Macrorhynchus . Enl. 

713 . Vaill. 83. 

Green ; back and wings, bluish ; coverts, black, edged 
with orange. New Guinea. 

Grand Lory. P. Grandis. Enl. 618, and 683. 
Vitter, 1, VaiU. t. 126, 127, 128. 

Scarlet ; bluish band rSund tlie body ; edges of 
shoulders and quills, blue ; tail, yellow beneath. 
Ceylon. 

Redr-winged Parrakeet. P. Incarnatus. VaiU 46. 

Green ; throat and coverts, red ; biU and legs, flesh- 
coloured. India. 


3 a 2 
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BoTMon jCfOry. P. Bcfmms. Visiil. ^44. 

Red ; quills and tail-feathers, tipt with green ; blue 
spot on wings. Borneo. 

jSlaek PafiTukeet. P. ChrinM. ViLill. 49. 

Glossy blue-black ; tail, red ; beneath. New Guinea. 

Crimson-fronted Parrakcet P. Concinnus. 
Vaill. 48. 

Green ; forehead, temples, and sides of rump, scarl^. 
Small Parrot of White. P. Pu&illus. Vaill. 63. 

Green ; frontlet and base of tail-feathers, red.^ About 
seven inches long. New Holland. 

Redrhanded Parrot. P. JSumeralis. Vaill. 60. 

Above, yellowish green ; more yellow ofi^^^the sides ; 
forehead, band, and throat, red. New Holland. 

Redr^houldeved Pam'akeet. P. Discolor. Vaill. 62. 

Green ; margins and under parts of shoulders, red ; 
cdverts, blue ; tail-feathers, ferruginous at base. New 
Holland. 

TJndfilat^ Parrdkeet. P. Undulatus. Sh. 673. 

Yellowish-green; undulated above with brown ; tail, 
4)lue, a yellow bar across. N^ Holland. 

Golden Parrakcet. P. Chrysostonms. ‘^Kuhl. pi. 1. 

Olive-green, abo^^ tliroat, and chest, bright-green; 
beUy and about the eye, yellow; forehead, wing- 
^werts, ptad tfiil, with a narrow blue New 

Holland. 
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.Tureotim ^^rrafteet. P. PvU^fsiMM, ,Vaill. 68. 

Green ; jbeneath, y^ow ; wings and &ont^ bjiue. New 
Holland. 

ported Parrakeet. P. Zonarius. Sh. 65^. 

Green, with transverse collar behind the neck, and 
,ai yellow bond.on tlin .abdomen; head, &ce,ti[|nd quills 
of wings, black. New Holland. 

We may insert here some species with ^ square 
tail, with the two middle tail-feathers long, but with 
barbs only at the end. 

Racicet-tailed Parrakeet. P. Setarina. 'Tem. 

Col. 15. 

Green ; on the crown, a marron lunule patch ; behind 
it another, much larger, light-blue ; back of neck, red 
and yellow; upper wing-coverts, blue; middle tail- 
feathers, green ; the lateral, blue. New Holland.* 

Among the Parrots with a short and equal tail 
mty be distinguished 

The Cockatoos, 

which M. VieUlot has named Plyctolophus. 

•These have a , crest, formed of long and. narrow 
feathers, ranged on two lines, recumbent or erect at 
the .will of the feird. They live in the retqotest parts 
of India. The plumage of most of them is white. 
They are very docile, and prefer marshy places. 

* Otben;; place here — P, Ftriduthn^ P, J/icAientteinih, Pa P* 

Ruberl P, Umcolor, P, Guebiensit, P. i)o7mceUa, P, Ra^a, P, CfamJut, 
P\,*Cymmrut, P4 Stavomi, P. Co9cineus, Pi liicimi^uti P* Auttmlu, Pt 
rolepidotm, &c. 
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Great White Cockatoo. P. Crietatus. Enl. 265. 

White, with large crest, which is red on the under 
side in the males. Molucca Islands. 

Philipphie Cockatoo. P. Philippinarum.^ Knl. 191. 

WTiite ; vent apd under tail, red ; crest, bright yel- 
low at base ; white at thf top. Malacca. 

Molucca Cockatoo. P. Moluccenms. Enl. 498. 

White, with a slight ropy tint; middle feathers of 
crest, red ; the rest white ; under tail and wings, 
saffron. Molucca and Sumatra. 

lesser Sulphur^crested Cockatoo. P. Sulfureus. 
Enl. 14. 

White, with pointed sulphur-coloured crest, and spot 
beneath the eye. Size of common grey parrot. 
Molucca. 

Great Sulphur ’^rested Cockatoo. P. Galeritus. 
White at p. 237- 

Like the last, but as big as a cock. New Holland. 

Nascian Cockatoo. Ps, Nasicus. Tern. Col. 331. 

White, with obscure waves; round the eye, red; before 
it, an orange spot ; cheeks and throat, with lunule 
spots ; under tail, yellow. New Holland. 

Some species of these lately discovered in New 
Holland have the crest more simple, less mobile, and 
composed of large and moderately long feathers. 
They subsist especially on roots. 
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This division forms the genus Calyptorhykchus of 
Vigors and Horsfield. 

Banksian Cockatoo, P, BanksiL Lath. S 3 m. Sup. 
109. Sh. Mis. 50. 

Black ; tail, red in the middle, with numerous black 
bars ; crest and wings, spotted. New Holland. 

Funereal Cockatoo, P, Funereus, Sh. Mis. 186. 

This is like the last, but the spotted bar on the tail is 
buff colour. New Holland. 

Cook's Cockatoo, P, Coccii. Tern, or Leachii, 
Kuhl. pi. 3. 

This differs from the preceding only in having the 
middle of the tail-feathers crimson, without black 
bars. New Holland. 

Rose Cockatoo. P, Roseus. Kuhl. Col 81. Vail. 
Gal. t. 

Head and body, fine rose-colour ; quills, wings, and 
vent, ashen.* 

Others have for a crest nothing but a few pendant 
feathers, barbed only towards the end, which form a 
sort of tuft. 

Red-crowned Parrot, P, Galeatus, Lath. Sup. 

Dusky-green ; abdomen, undulated red and green ; 
crown, red. New Holland. 

But the greatest number of these birds have no 


♦ Add PtU Temdroitrit, F. Eos, P. Temmtncku, 
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ornament on the head. The spec^ best itfiidwn for 
its facility in speaking is 

The Qrey PartoU or Jaco. P. Erythacm. Enl. 
311. Edw. 103. Vaill. 99. 103. 

Ash-coloured, with a red tail. They live in 
Africa. 

The species with green plumage are the most 
numerous. 

White-breasted Parrot, P. Melanocephalus, Enl. 
627. Vaill. 119, 120. 

Green ; beneath, yellowish with white crest ; quill 
tipped with blue. Mexico. 

Marked Parrot, P, Signatus, Vaill. 106. 

Above, green shaded with blue ; yellowish-green, 
beneath ; upper part of the tail, red. Brazil. 

BlueJieaded Parrot, P. Menstruua. Enl. 384. 
Vaill. 114, or Flavirostrisy Spix. 31. 

Green ; head, neck, and breast, violet-blue ; vent, and 
under tail, red. Cayenne. 

Purple Parrot. P. Purpureus. Enl. 408. Vaill. 

116. 

Above, blackish-brown; below, lilac-purple; wing 
and tail-quills, and lower tail-coverts, , blackish-blue, 
Guiana. 
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Dufiky Parrot. P. Sordidus. Vaill. 104. 

Top of head and back, dusky ; sides and behind, 
greenish ; throat, blue ; beneath, cinereous-brown. 
New Spain. 

Amazon^or Common Green Parrot^ with blue forehead. 
P, Amazonicus. EnL 13, 120, 312. Vaill. 98, 99. 

Green ; bend of shoulders and patch on wings, red ; 
crown and head, yellow ; front, blue. America. 

Amazon Parrot. P. ACstivus. Enl. 547 697- 

Vaill. 110, and 110, bis. 

Above, dull green ; top of head yellow. Underneath, 
paler, and more yellow green. Guyana. 

Bine-faced Parrot. P. Ccerulifrons. Sh. Edw. 
230. Vaill. 135. 

Green ; paler beneath ; front blue, inclining to violet. 
Guyana. 

Brazil Parrot. P. Cyanotis. Brasilieytsis. 

Lin. Edw. 161. Vaill. 106. 

Grass-green ; paler beneath ; head yellow ; round the 
base of the bill bright red. Brazil. 

Red-handed Parrot, P. Domiiiirensis. Enl. 792, or 
Vlnaceua. Pr. Max. or Columh'inus. Spix. 27- 

On forehead from eye to eye a red band ; green, 
above; stomach, reddish ; quillb, blue. Guiana. 

Dufresn^s Parrot. P. Diifresnianns. Kuhl. 
Vaill. 91. 

Body green ; top and front of head red ; upper part 
of wings clear green. Cayenne and Brazil. 

3 s 
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Autumnal Parrot. P. Autumnalis, Edw. 164. 
Vaill. 111. 

Dark green, above ; apple green, beneath ; forehead, 
red ; top of head, blue. Guyana. 

Blue-fronted^ or Haxmnna Parrot. P. Havanen- 
sis. Enl. 360. Vaill. 122. 

Green ; beneath, subviolaceous ; wing-spot, red ; vent, 
yellow. Havanna. 


White-fronted Parrot. P. Leucoeephalus. L. Knl. 
335, 548-9. Vaill. 107-8, 8 bis and 9. 

Green, the feathers fringed with brown ; front, 
white ; cheeks and crown, blue ; and throat, scarlet, 
Martinique. 

White-headed Parrot. P. Albifrons. Mus. Carl. 
52. 

Like the last, but rather less, and without the blue 
on the head. 


Dusty-green Parrot. P. Pulverxilentus. Enl. 861. 
Vaill. 92. 

Dusty -green ; yellow spot on the crown ; red patcli 
on wings ; quills, black, blue towards the tip. 
Cayenne. 

Festive Parrot. P. Festivus. Enl. 840. Vaill. 
129. 

Green ; front, puq>le ; throat and back, red. Guiana. 
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Hawk-headed Parrot. P. Acdpitrinus. Enl. 520. 
Spix. 32. a. 

Green ; head and neck, ferruginous, waved with blue. 
India. 

Senegal Parrot. P. Senegallus. Enl. 288. Vaill. 
116, 118. 

Green ; head and quills, ash-colour ; beneath, orange. 
Senegal. 

Le Vaillanfs Parrot. P. Levaillantii^ Lath. P. In- 
fuscatus. Sh. Vaill. 130-131. 

Olive-brown, varied with green ; shoulders and thighs, 
orange. Eastern parts of Africa. 

Arnhoma Parrot. P. Gramineus. Enl. 862. 
Vaill. 121. 

Green ; beneath, olive ; crown, blue. Amboina. 

Red-sided^ or Green and Red Chinese Parrot. P. 
Smensis. Edw. 231. Enl. 514. Vaill. 132. 

Green ; sides of body, and under wing-coverts, red ; 
quills, edged with blue. China, Amboina, &e*. 

Geoffroy\s^ or Red-masked Parrot. P. Geoffroyii. 
Vaill. 112, 113, or P. Personatus. Sh. 

Green; face and throat, scarlet; crown, bluish, and 
blue under wing-coverts. New Holland. 

Yellow -faced Parrot. S. ACanthops. Spix. 26. 

Pale green; neck, throat, and chest, obscurely cross- 
banded ; top of head, sides of face, and ears, bright 
yellow ; primaries, and tail, blue-green. Brazils^ 

3 s 2 
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BonneUed Parrot, P, Mitratm, Pr. Max. Col. 
207 , or Maitaca^ Spix. 29 f. 1. and 30. 

Grre«i ; top of head, and ears, orange-red ; quills, and 
tail, edge of humerus, blue ; female with head green, 
and blue forehead. Brazils. 

Diadem Parrot, P, Diadema. Spix. 32. 

Blue-green ; forehead, and throat, bluish ; crown, 
yellow-blue ; nape, and chest, green ; middle of wings.» 
purple and yellow ; primaries, green. Brazils. 

Such species as have the ground colour of the 
plumage red, and the tail slightly cuneiform, and 
which approximate in some degree to certain of the 
Parakeets, are called Lorys, Tliey are found only 
in the East Indies. 

Unicolor Lory. P. Unicolor. Vaill. 125. 

Entirely scarlet, inclined to crimson on back and 
wing-coverts ; legs and feet, dusky. Molucca Islands. 

Collared Lory. P. Domicella. Enl. 119. Vaill. 
94-5. 

Scarlet ; wings, green ; crown, black ; pectoral bar, 
yellow. Molucca Islands. 

Black-capped Lory, P. Lori. Enl. 158. Vaill. 
123-124. 

Top of head, black; red nuchal demi-coUar; above, 
I violet-blue ; wings green, red-fringed. Moluccas. 
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Ceram Lory. P, Garrulus. Enl. 216. Vaill. 96. 

Scarlet, with shoulders and spot on back, yellow; 
wings, green ; tail, tipped with blue. Molucca Is- 
lands, especially Ceram. 

Blue-tailed Lory. P. Cyanurus. Sh. Vaill. 97- 

Scarlet ; scapulars and tail, blue ; coverts^ varied 
Avith blue ; quills, black. Borneo. 

Certain small species, with a very short tail, the 
PsiTTACULEs of Kuhl, are also, though improperly, 
sometimes called Parakeets. 

Pa sserme Parrot. P. Passerinus. Enl. 455. Nat. 
Mis. 893. Spix. 33. 

Green patch on wings and rump, and all beneath, 
blue. Little more than four inches long. Brazil. 

T’m, or Gold-headed Parrot. P. Tut. Enl. 456. f. 1. 
Vaill. 70 . 

Green ; forehead, orange. Size of a starling. Cayenne. 

Black-winged Parrot. P. Melanopterus. Enl. 591 f. 1 . 
Vaill. 69. Sh. 132. 

Head and neck green ; mantle, and alar quills, brown- 
black ; breast, and beneath, apple-green ; coverts and 
quills, yellow , tipped with blue ; tail violet, banded 
black. Java. 

Pileated Parrot. P. Pileatus. Enl. 74^^- Vaill. 
135. 

Green ; forehead and crown, red ; rump, yellow-green , 
quills, blue-edged ; tail, yellow at the end. 
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Black-headed Parrot. P. Barrahandi. Vaill. 134. 
Head, black ; mustache, yellow ; upper wing-coverts, 
lively red. Brazils. 

Grey-headed Parrot. P. Canus. Enl. 791. f. 2. Sh. 

425. 

Green ; head and neck, grey ; black bar across the 
tail. Madagascar. 

Swindernian Parrot. P. Swindernianus. Kuhl. 

PL 2. 

Top of head, cheeks, and nape, green ; black demi- 
collar ; back and wings, obscure green ; belly, &c. 
yellowish green. Africa. 

Sapphire-crow7ied Parrot. P.Galgulus. EnL190. f. 2. 

Green ; rump and breast, red ; crown, blue. Philip- 
pine Islands. 

Philippine Parrot. P. Philippensis^ Enl. 520. 

Is treated as a variety of the last by Latham and 
Shaw, without the blue on the crown. 

Vernal Parrot. P. Verjialis. Mus. Carl. 29. 

Brilliant green above ; yellowish green underneath. 
Java. Timor. 

Indian Green Parrot. P. Indicus. Edw. 6. 

Head and neck, vivid green ; wings and back, obscure 
green. East Indies. 

Collared Parrot. P. Torquatus. Son. Nou. 
Gain. 393. 

Green above; yellow, undulated with black bar at 
the back of the neck. Pliilippine Islands. 
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Plain Parrot, P, Simplex. Kuhl. Son. Ib. 38. f. 1. 

General colour, green ; clearer underneath. Isle of 
Lu^on. 

Guinea Parrot^ with Red Head. P. PuJlarlus. 
Enl. 60. 

Green ; face, red ; rump, blue ; tail, orange, with a 
black bar across. New Guinea. 

Short-winged Parrot. P. Micropterus. Son. 41. 

Back, and upper wing-coverts, black ; head, neck, 
and belly, yellowish green. New Guinea. 

Otaheite^ or Violet Parrot. P. Taitianus. Gm. Enl. 
455. Vaill. 65, or P. Porplujrus. Nat. Mis. 7* 

Blue, with a white throat, and a slight crest. Ota- 
heite. 

Spnrmaris Parrot. P. Sparmnn7u. Mus. Carl. 
27 . Vaill. 66. 

All the plumage deep blue. Otaheile. 

Blue-crested Parrot. P. Fringillaceus. Vaill. 71*» 
or Porphyrocephalus. Nat. Mis. 1. 

Green ; crown, slightly crested blue ; throat, and bar 
on abdomen, red. Sandwich Islands. 

Bt tie-headed Parrot. P. Phigy. Vaill. 64. 

Head, deep blue, slightly violet ; cheeks, throat, chest, 
and all underneath, fine red; scapulars, red. Friendly 
Islands. 
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Yellow Green Parrot. P. Xantfiopterigius. Spix. 

34. f. 1, 2. 

Y ellowish green ; middle wing-coverts, yellow ; lower 
part of the baek, green. Brazils. 

Gregariotis Parrot. P. Gregorius. Spix. 34. f. 3, 4. 

Herlvlike green ; wing, green, spotless ; bill, streaked ; 
tail rather longer than the wings ; head of female, 
yellowish. Brazils. 

All these differences of colour and size can 
scarcely authorize generic distinctions. 

There are left only 

Tlie Parrots tvith a friitik, of \'^aill., which liave 
characters sufficiently peculiar by which they may 
he detached from the others. 

Their short and square tail and crest, composed 
of long and narrow leathers, assimilate them to the 
cockatoos. They have the cheeks naked like the 
aras ; hut their bill, with an enormous upper mandi- 
ble, and the lower very short, which cannot, there- 
fore, be entirely closed, — their cylindrical tongue, — 
terminated by a little corneous gland cleft at the 
end, and capable of being protruded out of the 
mouth — their legs naked a little above the talons - 
their tarsi short and flat, on which they frequently 
support themselves in walking — distinguish them 
from all other parrots. We know but two species, 
originally from India. 
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Black Cockatoo. P. Aterrimus. Gm. or P. Gigas. 

Lath. Edw. 316. 

Black, with a large crest. East Indies. 

Giant Cockatoo. P. Goliath. Kuhl, or V Ara noir 
a troinpe. Vaill. Per. I. pi. 12 and 13. Crest 
large ; ashen grey in the whole body. East Indies. 

The Ara gris d trowpe. Id. ib. pi. 11, is pro- 
bably only a variety. 

The name Parrot with a Trunk, is not very appli- 
cable. The tongue is not hollow •, indeed the 
tongue, properly speaking, is nothing but the httle 
corneous piece attached to the end of this cylinder. 
See Geoff. St. Hilaire, ap. vj. Gal. 4. 

It is of this division that M. Vieillot makes his 
genus, Microglossus. Gal. pi. 50. 

We might also perhaps make a sub-genus of 

The Nimble Parrots. Pezoporus, Ilig. 

Whose bill is weaker, the tarsi more elevated, and 
the talons straighter than in other parrots. They 
walk on the ground, and seek their food in the 
grass. 

Ground Parrot. P. Formosus. Vaill. I. 32. Nat. 

Mis. 228. 

Green above, each feather banded with black and 
yellow ; beneath, yellow, with many dark waved 
bands ; crown and nape, streaked ; forehead, orange. 
New Holland. 
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New Zealand Parrot. P. Nova Zelandia, Lath. 
Mus. Carl. 28. 

Green; paler, beneath ; top of head and vent, crimson. 
New Zealand. 


Horned Parrot. P. Cornutus. Lath. Svn. Sup. 
III. pi. 8. 

Head and cheeks scarlet, with two feathers, one inch 
and a half long, rising like horns from the head. 
Body in general green, yellow about rump and vent. 
New Caledonia. 


There are two African birds usually placed among 
the Scansores nearly allied to one another, which 
appear to me to hat e also some analogy with the 
gallinaceous birds, and csj)ecially the genus Crax. 

Tliey have the wings and tail of Crax, and remain 
like them in trees ; their bill is short, and the upper 
mandible swelled out j their feet have a short mem- 
brane between the toes in the fore part, but it is 
true that the external toe is frequently directed 
backward, like that of the owl’s. Their nostrils are 
also simply pierced in the horn of the bill. The 
edges of the mandibles are indented, and the sternum, 
at least in the Touraco, has not the great slopes 
common in the gallinaceous birds. 

These birds, of which two genera have been made. 


are 
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The Touracos Cobytuaix* or Plantain-eater. (lUig.) 

Whose bill does not mount up on the forehead, and 
whose head is furnished with a moveable crest. 

Tourdco Plantain-eater. Cuculus Persa. Lin. Enl. 
GOl. Vaill. Prom. 16 and I7. Edw. t. 7. 

This bird inhabits the environs of the Cape ; is of 
a bright green, with part of the quills of the wings 
crimson. It builds in holes in trees, and feeds on 
fruit.t 


Touraco Geant, Vaill. 
Prom. pi. 19 . Musophaga Gigantea. Viel. 
Cheeks and above, generally shining blue ; quills, 
black at the extremity ; crest, large and black. 

Pauline Plantain-eater. T. Paulina. Tem. Col, 
23, or Opoiihus Kryilirolophus. Vieill. Gal. 49. 

Green ; crest, red ; cheeks, white. South Africa. 

Varied Plantain-eater. T. Brun Phasianus Africa- 
nus. Lath. Vaill. 20, or Musophaga Variegatay Vieill. 
Gal. 48. 

Ashy-blue, above; white, underneath; quills of tail, 
black, except the two middle, which are brown ; crest, 
long, brown, edged with white.:J: 

* M. Viellot has changed this name to Op^ethus; and Wagler has 
divided them into two genera, under the names of C/icyarhis and Spelectos. 

f The Opccthus Buffvnia, Vieil. C. Africanus Shaiu. Vail. t. 17, and 
Edw. t. 7. 

X The genus Phimus of Wagler, the Cuculus regius of Shaw, Mus. Lever, 
t. 40 bad. 
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Musophaga, Isert 

So named, t^l^cause they live more especialfy lil| t&e 
finit of the banana, and have for their char^icter 
the base of the bill forming a disk, which covers 
a part of the forehead. 

The species known is — 

Picmtam^ter. Musophaga Violacea, Vieill. 
Gal.*47. Touraco Violet, Vaill. Prom. pi. 18. 

Has a naked red skin round the eyes *, the plumage, 
violet ; the occiput and the great quills of the wings, 
crimson ; a white stripe passes under the neck round 
the eyes. It inhabits Guinea and Senegal. 
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SUPPLEMENT ON THE SCANSORES. 

The genera comprehending the present order constitute a 
part of the Picae of Linnaeus, and there is. certainly much 
analogy between them and those of the foregoing order; 
accordingly, Mr. Vigors, in the application of the quinary 
system of Mr. Macleay, to the class of birds, has united the 
Picae and Passeres of Linnaeus into one order, under the 
denomination of Insessores. 

The Jacamars, (Galbula,) in the system of Linnaeus, 
constituted a part of the genus Alcedo ; but the character 
derived from the position of their toes must exclude them 
from that genus. Still, however, there is a considerable 
approximation, in the sharp and elongated bill, and short 
feet, with the front toes united for a considerable portion of 
their length. Willoughby, Klein, &c. placed them with the 
woodpeckers. 

They are all natives of South America, (with the exception 
of a single species,) where they remain isolated in humid 
woods, on low branches. They fly lightly, though but to 
short distances, and are silent, except during the time of 
their amours, when they utter precipitate cries, which are 
heard alar off. They, are all entomophagous, and they 
nestle in the holes of trees, in worm-eaten wood. One species 
{GaUmla Yiridis) delights in the thickest recesses, and is of 
so indolent a disposition, that it will, remain perched for the 
greatest part of the entire day on tbe„ same branch, from 
which, however, it will occasionally spring, to seize, on their 
passage, the insects which constitute its. prey. 

Under the name of Pit us, which we may translate by our 
popular term Woodpeck^^ Naturalists unite a number of 
birds, which constitute a very natural genus of the order 
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now under review. Their hard tongue, armed with solid 
corneous papillse, is a very proper weapon for seizing the 
insects, and more especially the soft larvae, which these birds 
seek under the bark, or in the tender and rotten wood of old 
trees. The feet, furnished with claws, strong and crooked, 
assist them in climbing along the trees, which they most 
frequently ascend in a spiral direction : they are also capable 
of running along the branches horizontally, and in opposition 
to their own proper weight. 

The cry of the woodpeckers is sharp and piercing ; their 
flight heavy, and by springs. They are easily recognized by 
the redoubled blows with which they strike the trees, to ter- 
rify the insects which are concealed under the bark, or catch 
them, if the wood be soft enough to yield to their strokes. 
The woodpeckers are never fat; their flesh is hard, coriaceous, 
black, and, consequently, in little estimation. Their plumage 
is exceedingly varied, and they exhibit in the upper parts of 
it, all colours, blue excepted. 

The woodpeckers are continually occupied in hollowing 
trees : into the holes of these they retire during the night, 
and also when they lay their eggs, which the female deposits 
there without making any nest. The father and mother keep 
their young ones there until the latter are fit for reproduction. 
During the day, they remain isolated, and their life seems a 
laborious and active one. The species of this genus are 
very numerous ; even Buffbn was acquainted with nine and 
thirty ; but since his time the number has been wonderfully 
increased. They are extended over the globe, through every 
latitude ; two-thirds of them are found between the tropics, 
but they abound in the greatest numbers in the humid forests 
of America. It is, however, remarkable enough, that none are 
to be found in New Holland. 

Though the woodpeckers constitute a very natural genus, 
and all appear, as though they were formed on one type, yet 
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the manners of some species vary considerably. There are 
some which do not climb, although their organization might 
lead us to believe they did ; but, on the contrary, they live 
on the ground, or in the rocks. 

The Pints Viridis is the most common species in Europe, 
where it is well known, under various names, derived from 
its colour, cry, or habits. It usually abides in the forests, 
which it causes to re-echo with its harsh and piercing cries, 
resembling the words t 'lucacon^ fiaoacan^ which are heard at 
a considerable distance and which it particularly utters when 
flying. Beside this, its usual cry, it has a love-note, which 
in some sort resembles a noisy and continued burst of laugh- 
ter, repeated thirty or forty times in succession. It has also 
another very different and plaintive cry, which the peasants 
in some places imagine to announce the approach of rain. 

Its flight is by springs and bounds. It plunges, rises, and 
traces undulating semicircles in the air. It can, however, 
sustain itself for a long time, for it will cross considerable 
spaces of open land, to pass from one forest to another, and it 
never fails to mark its arrival by its habitual cry. In spring 
and summer, and seldom but in these seasons, it is found on 
the ground, a habit which the other European woodpeckers 
do not possess, and which arises from its taste for ants, on 
which it then feeds ; it awaits them on their passage, couch- 
ing its long tongue in the little path which is nearest to the 
ant hill, and which they are accustomed to pursue in file : 
when it finds its tongue covered with these insects, it retires 
to swallow them. If the cold or the rain keeps them, in a 
state of lethargy or repose, in their retreat, this woodpecker 
goes to the ant hill itself, opens it with his feet and bill, and 
presently devours the ants at his ease : he also swallows the 
chrysalids. In other seasons he continually climbs trees, 
striking them with redoubled blows of his bill, which may be 
heard at a very considerable distance, and easily counted. This 
is the time in which the bird may be approached most easily ; 
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btit he withdraws hjmaelf from the view of the fowler by 


timiing rou^ tl ^ggH ||[^or trunk, and keeping himself 
aiwaiiiii^^ Many persons ' Smagine that 

after afowi^lK 01^^ goes to the other ode of the 

tree to see if he mw pii i WH||Lbut if be does make a oireuit 
of this kind, it is of seizing the insects 

which he has The sound re- 

the hollow parts or where 
there is a cavity arrange 

the heart of a vitiat?(8li||^ 

other hard trees. The mlle^nnd ' 

to pierce through the sound plurt, UntU 

carious centre, throwing out the chips : they waMimesI^^ 

a hole so oblique and profound tl^t tlib light^ day oagttMSil 

penetrate into it ; they enter isil 001^ out by dlMbing. The 

nest is composed of moss and^ Wool ; the eggs A^SlBpBA four 

to six, greenish, and with smdtt black spots. lSp| 

time of hatching, the male and female rarely quit 

go to rest early, and remain in their hole until dayl^Pp&^f^^ 

When these birds are on the ground, they do ndPwlH^ 
hut jump ; this is also their manner of climbing, as, in truth, 
it is of all birds properly called climbers. 

These woodpeckers remain during the winter in very con- 
siderable numbers in the great forests of France and Ger- 
many. A part, however, migrate, for Sonnini has seen them 
arrive on the coasts of Egypt, in September, at the same time 
as other birds of passage. The BUick Bearded Woodpecker 
is from South America, and is remarkable by the straight 
form of its bilL A black band ext^ds round the base of the 
bill, wfaidi is dilated on the upper part of the throat, so as 
to imitate a beard. The occiput is red, the top of the head 
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is covered with a large black band, and the forehead with a 
white band, which cover the fore part srf the neck. The 
nape, back, and scapulars are black, with greetdA inflexions. 
The rump and coverts of the tail are white, the quills black. 

Crawford's Woodpecker is from an Indian drawing brou^t 
to this country by Mr. Crawford, jun. The whole upper 
part, except the crest, is deep dark brown, sprinkled with 
grey on the sides of the neck ; across the breast is a large 
lunule patch of slate colour, with small dark waves ; the 
belly is yellow, with the like crescent-shaped spots, and the 
crest is deep red. 

There is a close analogy between the Weynecks, (Yunx,) 
and the woodpeckers, in the extensibility of the tongue, and 
the position of the toes ; but they differ in the want of the 
piercing bill. The Wryneck (Yunx TorquUlai) which gives 
its name to the genus, derives that name from a habit of 
turning its neck, with a slow undulating motion, like that of a 
serpent, turning its head towards the back, and closing its 
eyes ; this movement appears to be the result of surprise, 
terror, or astonishment at the sight of some novel object. It 
is also an effort which the bird appears to make to disengage 
itself when it is held ; but as it executes it equally in a state 
of liberty, and as the young, even in the nest, have the same 
habit, it is clear that it must be the result of a peculiar con- 
formation. The wryneck has also another habit, not less 
singular ; when confined in a cage, it has been observed to 
bristle and elevate the feathers of the head, whenever any 
one approached, — to spread forth and raise those of the tail, — 
to advance, and then retire abruptly, striking the bottom of 
the cage with its bill, and lowering its little crest. This it 
perpetually continued until it was left alone. 

The wryneck is a solitary bird, which, voyages and lives 
alone, except during the season of love, in which it is seen 
in society with its female. It arrives in these countries alone, 
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in the month of May, and departs in the same manner in 
September. It crooks itself to the trunk of a tree, but does 
not climb, though its feet seem conformed for that motion, like 
those of the woodpeckers. It even seldom perches, except 
for the purpose of going to sleep ; it has a curious method 
in perching of holding its body back. It is most frequently 
seen on the ground, where it collects its food ; it darts its 
long tongue into an ant-hill, and draws it out loaded with 
ants, which are retained by the viscous liquid which covers it. 

The male is heard in the woods soon after the cuckow ; its 
cry is a sort of sharp and prolonged hissing. The female 
makes no nest, but lays in the hollows of trees, in the dust of 
rotten wood : the eggs are from eight to ten in number, of 
an ivory white. The young, by their habit of hissing often 
deter the plunderer of the nest, who fears to lay his hand on 
a serpent. 

It is difficult to preserve these birds for any time in 
cages, for want of the aliment which is suitable to them ; they 
may, however, be fed for a time with ant-eggs. 

This species, without being numerous, is extended through- 
out all Europe, from Greece to Lapland ; it is also to be 
met with in Siberia and Kamtschatka; Kolben tells us it is 
found at the Cape. 

The Cuckow (Cuculus) forms a very large genus, divided 
by our author into several sub-genera. Of the Cuckows 
proper, the propagation is said to be the same among the 
foreign species as among our own ; that is to say, they con- 
struct no nest, but employ those of other birds, in which to 
deposit their eggs, and confide their progeny to the care of 
strangers. The cause of this phenomenon, which is without 
parallel in the history of birds, is as yet unknown. M. He- 
rissant is inclined to attribute it to the peculiar conformation 
of the viscera in the cuckow, which opposes itself to the pro- 
cess of incubation ; in other birds, he says, the stomach is 
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nearly united to the back, and totally covered by the intes- 
tines ; in the cuckow, on the contrary, its position is totally 
different : it is placed in the lower region of the belly, and 
absolutely covers the intestines. From this position of the 
stomach, it follows that the process of incubation is as difficult 
to the cuckow, as it is easy to other birds, in which those 
parts which immediately cover the eggs and the young are 
soft, and capable of yielding without danger to the compres- 
sion which they must experience. In the cuckow, on the 
other hand, the membranes of the stomach are charged with 
the weight of the body, and being compressed between the 
aliments within, and hard bodies without, must experience a 
painful pressure, and one injurious to digestion. Montheil- 
lard does not regard this difference of conformation as a cause 
capable of rendering the cuckow unfit for incubation ; he 
considers that the stomach is not too hard, because its 
parietes are membranous ; and that if ever it be hard, it is 
only accidentally so, in consequence of repletion, a case which 
rarely cxjcurs to a female when hatching. 

There is one point of great importance relative to this 
phenomenon, which is not yet cleared up. It is certain that the 
female cuckow deposits her eggs in strange nests, usually one in 
each ; but what may be the means which she employs of doing 
this, in many cases it is very difficult to conjecture, — in such 
nests, for instance, as those of many warblers, of the red- 
breast, the yellow wren warbler, &c., which are far from being 
proportioned to her size, or capable of sustaining her weight, 
without being deranged. The nest of the yellow wren war- 
bler presents peculiar difficulties, for it is constructed in the 
form of an oven, with a very small aperture on the anterior 
side ; yet the cuckow’s egg has been found in this very nest, 
and the nest uninjured, so that she must have introduced it 
without entering the nest. M. Le Vaillant tells us, that he 
remarked the female of an African cuckow, which swallowed 
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her egg, and retained it in the oesophagus until she regorged 
it into the nest which she had chosen. Another naturalist 
told M. A^icillot, that he saw a female cuckow take her egg 
in her bill, and deposit it in a strange nest. These facts may 
serve to elucidate the problem we have been considering. 

The cuckow is found in Europe, Asia, Africa, and 
Australasia ; but not in America. The birds of that part of 
the world which have been so called, have not the disjK)sition 
and attributes of the cuckow, for they construct nests, incu- 
bate, and rear their young. 

Cuckows live on insects, and principally on caterpillars. 
They also eat berries and soft fruits ; but they are by no 
means carnassial in the ^^dld state. 

We |X)ssess but one species in Europe, which is the Com- 
mon Cuckow^ {Cnculus Cayiorns^') and of which we may 
remark the following particulars. 

The adult male has the intestinal tube about twenty in- 
ches in length, and two ccrcums of unequal lengtli, one 
generally fourteen, and the other ten lines, — botli directed for- 
wards, and adhering in their whole length to the great 
intestine by a slender and transparent membrane. It has one* 
gall-bladder. The reins are situated on each side of the 
spine, each being di\ ided into three principal lo])es, them- 
selve'i sulxlivided into “mailer lobules. By this whole a})pa- 
ratus is secreted a whitish matter. 

The oesophagus i^ dilated at its lower part into a kind of 
glandulous pouch. se})arated from the \entricle by a contrac- 
tion. The ventricle is a little muscular in its circumference, 
membranous in its c< iitral j)art, adhering by fibrous tissues 
to the muscles of the lower belly, and to the diflerent parts 
which surround it, and much less gross in the wild bird than 
in that which is tamed and reared by man ; for in the latter, 
this sac, generally distended by excess of f(K)d, espials the 
volume of a middling-sized hen\ egg, — occujnes all the ante- 
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rior part of the cavity of the belly, from the sternum to the 
anus, extending at times five or six lines under the sternum, 
and at other times leaving no part of the intestine uncovered. 
But in the wild cuckows this viscus does not extend quite as 
far as the sternum, and permits two circumvolutions of the 
intestines to appear between its lower part and the anus, and 
three in the right side of the abdomen. 

The males are in this species more numerous than the 
females, for in twelve individuals not more than two of the 
latter are reckoned. From this great disproportion, many 
mistakes have resulted concerning the female. It has 
been sometimes taken for the young, sometimes for a variety, 
and sometimes for a distinct species. 

The cuckows arrive here and in France in the month of 
April, and commence singing a few days after. They inhabit 
the woods, delighting in tliose which are situated on hills and 
mountains. They constantly return to the same district in 
wliich they have chosen to pass the summer. They are 
usually alone, and appear unquiet, changing place every 
inornent, and traversing a considerable extent of ground 
every day, without taking long flights at a time. To this 
they are forced, by seeking the aliment which suits them. 
They roam in all directions ; sometimes they are seen on the 
summit of trees, — sometimes they retire among the thickest 
bushes. Everywhere they hunt insects, caterpillars, and 
phaleme, which constitute the basis of their food. They also 
eat the ejro-s of small birds, and discover the most concealed 
nests with an astonishing facility. 

The cuckow is approached with difficulty ; and especially, 
when found in the woods, it sometimes exercises the }mtience 
of the hunter for a long time, flying from tree to tree, and 
never removing to any great distance It certainly is one of 
those birds which are best known from its name and song ; 
but not equally so in all its habits and manners, for natu- 
ralists are far from being in accordance on these points. 
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They are in reality so extraordinary, and at the same time 
so difficult of observation, that it is not surprising that, for 
the want of attentive examination, conjectures have been 
given for facts, and vulgar stories adopted, which, however 
absurd, have not failed to obtain a very general credence. — 
W’^hat absurdity, indeed, is too great to shock human cre- 
dulity ? 

Naturalists have varied even as to what becomes of the 
cuckow during the winter. Some with reason assure us 
that it migrates to more temperate regions ; but these are the 
few’er number. Others tell us, that the cuckow strips itself 
of all its feathers, and conceals itself during the bad season 
in the hollow of a tree, where it lives in the midst of a heap 
of grain, which it has amassed for its nourishment. Such 
persons either would not, or could not see that, in its con- 
formation and habits, this bird has nothing granivorous. 
Others, granting this truth, have metamorphosed the cuckow 
for the winter into a hawk or falcon, and made it live on 
carcasses, birds, &c. They designate it as a perfect bird of 
prey, without examining whether nature has given it the 
phvsical capacity, or the means of seizing prey or digesting 
flesh. Had they examined with attention the interior of its 
Ixxlv, they could not have fallen into such an error. The 
true carnivorous animal has short intestines, is destitute of 
the double coecum, and has a membranous stomach, furnished 
with a gastric juice, calculated for the solution of flesh. The 
cuckow, on the contrary, has no such juice ; its intestines 
are long, and it has a double ccecum. The external cha- 
racters of this bird would be sufficient to convince us that it 
was not camassial ; yet this opinion has been supported, 
b(*cause the young cuckow in captivity is fed with meat, and 
refuses bread, though those who maintain it allow that 
it has so strong a taste for insects, that it will instantly 
abandon meat to feed upon them. 

A sufficient proof that flesh is not to the natural taste of 



ORDER SCANSORES. 


519 


this pretended carnivorous bird is, that when it is left to 
itself it will never touch it, and it is necessary to thrust it 
into the bill to make the bird swallow it ; but if insects are 
put into its cage, it will readily take and swallow them of its 
own accord. This is not the mode in which a genuine bird 
of prey would act. In fine, if the circumstance of a bird’s 
eating meat in a prepared or half masticated state, in default 
of other food, is to be taken as a proof of its carnivorous 
character, all our singing insectivorous birds must be ranked 
as birds of prey as well as the cuckow. 

It has been an universally vulgar error that the cuckow 
is nothing but a small hawk metamorphosed, and that this 
metamorphosis takes place twice a year, at the same periods, 
namely, in the month of July, when it ceases to sing, and 
in the spring, when it is again turned into a cuckow. This 
absurdity is founded on the circumstance that these two 
birds are seldom or ever seen together in the same places. 
When the cuckow begins to sing, the hawk returns into 
the depth of the forest, and does not reappear in the 
neighbourhood of inhabited places until tlie former bird 
ceases to be heard. Also, there is a very great resemblance 
in their plumage, size, mode of flight, solitary life, &c. ; 
added to which, the colours of the female cuckow are very 
analogous to those of the merlin. But the cuckow has 
neither the tarsus, the beak, the toes, the claws, the courage, 
nor the strength of a bird of prey. 

Many other absurdities have been recounted of the cuckow : 
such as that it returns in spring on the shoulders of the kite — 
that it casts a saliva on plants, which is fatal to them, by the 
larvae which it engenders, and that these again prove fatal to 
the bird by stinging it under the wing. The fact is, that 
this pretended saliva of the cuckow is nothing but the frothy 
exsudation of a species of cigala. It is also reported, that 
the female cuckow takes the precaution of laying an egg of 
the same colour as those in the nest where she deposits it, 
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the better to (kwive the mother — that she lias the habit of 
hatching strange eggs, though she will not hatch her own — 
that she is accustometl to visit the nest where she has depo- 
sited her egg from time to time, to drive out or devour the 
young, tliat lier own offspring may be more at its ease. It is 
more<iver siiid, that the voracity of the young, even when 
hardly Ixirn, is so great that it will devour the other nest- 
lings, anti the mother alsti. To this mother, too, the character 
of a most cruel stej>motlier has been attributed, wlio will 
kill and eat her own oflsjiring, that she may devote herself 
altogether to the stranger, and lavish all her attentions 
upon it. 

In fact, if we consult the ancient, and even some modern 
naturalists, we sludl find stories of greater absurdity than 
those of which we have just given some specimens. It 
would seem that every thing the most monstrous in fable, or 
the mo.st odious and criminal in the history of mankind, had 
been carefully sought out, and attributed to these inoffensive 
birds : and this, because men could not discover the secret 
springs which Nature has emjdoyed to give to this species 
manners, habits, and a mode of life altogether op|K>site to 
tliose of others, and the union of w hich fixes on the cuckows 
a distinguishing character from all other known animals. 

It is not certainly known whether the cuckows jiair, like 
most otliers of the passerine or climbing birds — at least, then* 
are no demonstrative ]jr(K)fs on the subject. When the female 
flies, she is observed to be followed by two or three males, 
who seem extremely eager to obtain her favour. As the 
males are much more numerous than the females, they 
frequently fight desperately for the possession of the latter. 
Montbeillard tells us, that they evince no choice or predilec- 
tion in this matter, one female being the same as another, and 
that they arc equally capricious and inconstant in their 
amours : this must naturally be the case with birds so 
strangely constituted ; as they have no nests to build, eggs to 
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hatch, or young to rear, so they have no need of mutual affec- 
tion, or common care for their progeny. 

The female, according to the naturalist just quoted, can 
only lay an egg or two at most, because the superflux of 
nutrimept being almost entirely absorbed by the growth of 
the plumage, can furnish but little to the reproduction of the 
species. This assertion, however, appears to rest on very 
slight foundation — in the first place, there is nothing less 
proved, than that these birds re-appear in Spring, with 
plumage scarcely renewed, that their wings are so feeble that 
they can seldom ascend large trees, but are forced to drag 
themselves along from bush to bush ; this privation of the 
power of raising themselves on a tree, and this unfinished 
state of their plumage on their arrival in this country, would 
indicate a bird in the moulting state, and the cuckow must 
on this principle be supposed to moult anew in spring, for it 
cannot be imagined that the state of the plumage, thus de- 
scribed, can be the remains of the autumnal moulting ; but 
the absurdity of this supposition is manifest, for how is it 
possible that birds which arrive from Africa, half-deplumed, 
and with wings so weak that they cannot raise themselves to 
the moderate height of a tree, should have been able to per- 
form so long a voyage as they must have undertaken to 
come and pass the summer in the north of Kurope ? The 
naturalist who advanced the assertion on which we are com- 
menting, has not thought proper to enter into any explanation 
of this phenomenon. It is true enough, that in the early days 
of their arrival, the cuckows frequent hushes, and are often 
observed to fix themselves on the ground ; but this is not in 
consequence of the weakness of their wings, for at this season 
they make very considerable flights ; it proceeds from their 
seeking in the plants then in vegetation, and on the young 
shrubs which begin to be covered with verdure, for the 
insects which they cannot find on large trees, which are still 
VOL. VII. 3 X 
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in a defoliated state. As to the eggs being only two in 
number, that is decidedly an error, for the females have been 
found, on dissection, not only to have eggs ready to come 
forth, but also to have an ovary furnished witli as consider- 
able a number as are found in most other birds. 

The true egg of the cuckow is, according to Montbeillard, 
more bulky than that of the nightingale— less elongated — of 
a grey colour, nearly whitish, spotted towards the gross end 
with an obscure violet-brown, and also with a deeper shade 
of brown, and marked in the middle part with some irregular 
traits of morone colour. It would appear that these eggs 
vary in size and coloiu*, for they are small in comparison to 
the bulk of the bird ; so great indeed is this disproportion, 
that they are usually less bulky than those of the hedge- 
sparrow, although the latter bird is, at least, five times 
smaller than the cuckow. There is a considerable resem- 
blance betw^een the eggs of these two birds, in the ground 
colour, and in the spots — ^at least, in some of them ; others 
are covered with reddish spots, arranged in no regular order 
— and some are even seen marked with blackish lines. 

The female, compelled by some law of her organization, 
respecting which, naturalists are far from being agreed, to 
confide her eggs to strange nurses, usually deposits but one 
in the same nest. It rarely occurs to find two of them 
together. Her selection too does not fall indiscriminately on 
the nests of all birds. She prefers those of the warblers, 
field-larks, larks, wagtails, of the red-breast, the w ren, the 
nightingale, &c. ; also those of the thrush, the blackbird, the 
cole-titmouse, the turtle, the bunting, the greenfinch, the 
liimet, and the bulfinch. It is very singular to find in the 
list of the nurses of the young cuckow many birds like the 
last three just mentioned, which are purely granivorous. 
They do not feed their own young with insects : nor is it 
easy to imagine how some of them, from their peculiar mode 
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of disgorging their aliment, can feed the young cuckow at 
all. Montbeillard, however, thinks that the vegetable sub- 
stances macerated in the crop of these birds, may suit the 
cuckow very well, at a certain age, until it is itself enabled 
to find caterpillars, spiders, coleopterous and other insects, 
of which it is fond, and which usually swarm in the neigh- 
bourhood of its habitation. 

Although the female deposits her eggs in the nests of these 
birds, she does not do so without frequently encountering a 
very obstinate resistance on their parts. She is sometimes 
indeed forced to relinquish the attempt. The female red- 
breast has been observed to join with the male in prohibiting 
the entrance of the cuckow into her nest. While one of the 
opponents was striking the cuckow with its bill repeatedly 
in the abdomen, the latter bird exhibited a slight tremor in 
the wings, and opened the mouth so wide that the other red- 
breast which was attacking in front, frequently popped its 
head in and concealed it altogether, but always with perfect 
impunity. The cuckow soon fell exhausted, staggered, lost 
its equilibrium, and, turning itself on the branch, remained 
suspended with its feet upwards. Having continued about 
two minutes in this attitude, with the bill open and the wings 
extended, and still pressed by the two red-breasts, it quitted 
the branch, went to perch at some distance, and did not make 
its appearance any more. The cuckow has also been know^n 
to be repulsed in a similar manner by the bunting. 

The cuckow'’s eggs are never found in the nests of quails or 
partridges — or, at all events, they do not thrive there. The 
young of these birds can run and eat alone, almost as soon 
as they are born. 

What is most surprising in this subject is the forgetfulness 
of the bird which adopts the young cuckow, of her ow n eggs 
and young, and her complete devotion to the stranger. 
This sacrifice of all natural feeling, and which is made by 

3x2 
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birds in favour of the cuckow alone, is evidently commanded 
by an imperious law of nature, for the majority of these 
birds will not cover other eggs beside those of the cuckow. 
Lothinger tried a number of experiments in this way, the 
result of which proved the fact now stated. 

‘‘ On the 15th of May, observes this naturalist, 

‘‘‘ about four in the morning, I put an egg of the gold-crested 
wren into a nest of the common warbler, which was concealed 
in some nettles, pretty near the ground, and in wliich w^ere 
five eggs, which the w^arbler had been hatching for some 
time. I remained in the neighbourhood, to be certain that 
nobody should lav hands on the nest ; but in about a quarter 
of an hour or so, 1 could no longer find the egg w hich 1 had 
placed there. I again stole into this same nest a thrush'’s 
egg. About five in the evening this egg occupied the centre 
of tlie nest, and it appeared from its position as if it w as the 
intention of the warbler to hatch it ; but the following morn- 
ing it Iiad disappeared. 1 looked for it, and found it on the 
ground, open and drv. It had eitlier been broken in its fall, 
or the bird had opened it to get rid of it more easily. On 
the same day, in the aftern(X)n, I ttx^k an egg from the nest of 
a blackinrd in the neighlK)urhood, and jdaced it, still quite 
w arm, in the nest of the w arbler, w hich w as then absent, though 
but for a little time, as her eggs had still a remarkable 
degree of heat. Them I removed, and, imitating the cuckow , 
left onlv the blackbird's egg in the nest. After some minutes 
I approached, and saw the warbler hatching as usual. The 
follownng day, returning to the same spot, 1 found tlie nest 
abandoned, and, as is cu>tomary with the warblers on the 
failure of a brood, the birds were already disposing them- 
selves for the cx)nstruction of another. 

“ About the end of June, I removed from the nest of a 
bunting four eggs, which tlie bird had been hatching for a 
long time, and I put one of a blackbird in their jilace. Two 



ORDER SCANSORES. 


525 


hours afterwards the bunting was on the nest, and the egg 
had experienced no derangement. The following morning I 
found things in the same state ; but in the evening the nest 
was abandoned, and the egg was cold. 

“ Knowing that goldfinches, linnets, greenfinches, and 
chaffinches, will readily hatch eggs which may be substituted 
for their own, I was curious to try what would happen by 
acting with these species of birds, as the cuckow is habi- 
tuated to do. Having suffered a greenfinch to hatch her 
eggs for the space of six days, I took them away, and put one 
of a blackbird in their place. This was in the evening. The 
following morning the nest was deserted, and continued to 
remain so.*” 

Tliis gentleman tried many similar experiments with a great 
number of other birds of the passerine order, and the result 
was invariably the same. Scarcely had the eggs been 
removed, and others substituted, than the nest was abandoned, 
and never returned to. This ornithologist, in giving an 
account of his thirty-first experiment, communicates some 
observations — the more interesting from the difficulty of 
making them — relative to the conduct of the yellow-wren 
warblers towards the young cuckow, and relative to the 
nursling itself. We give his details in his own lan- 
guage 

“ Arriving at the place in the morning, I posted myself 
advantageously to observe the father and mother, Avho had 
undertaken the nursing of the young cuckow. They, how- 
ever, were extremely shy, and did not approach at last 
without the greatest possible circumspection. They were, 
however, obliged to shew themselves in consequence of the 
cries of the nestling, who had been a considerable while with- 
out food. I then recognised them to be yellow-wren war- 
blers. Growing more familiarized with me, they appeared 
very often, and more than once 1 had an opportunity of see- 
ing the nature of the food they provided for their charge, 
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which was nothing but an insect^ of greater or less bulk. I 
avfdled myself of an occasion so favourable, to observe 
whether the real }weDts, after delivering tlieir eggs and 
offspring to the care of strange, took no further concern in 
their welfare. I soon was enabled to learn the real state of 
the case. I concealed myself under the foliage, so as not 
to be perceived, and remaining in silence, I saw a cuckow 
approach, singing and hovering about the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of the young bird. The better to attain my object, 
I took the young cuckow, placed it in a glade at a little dis- 
tance from the nest, having first excited it to utter some cries, 
to draw the attention of the parents. This, however, was to 
no purpose, as they w ould not approach any more. Still I 
could observe that the old cuckow redoubled his song in 
proportion to the cries of the young, and both parents 
appeared to pay to it the greatest possible attention.’** 

Of all the birds on which Lothinger makes his experi- 
ments, the bunting and the yellow’ wTen w^arbler continued 
the longest without abandoning their nests. When deprived 
of their own eggs, they returned to the nest, and covered the 
strange egg for tw^enty-four hours. 

Fniin the facts which we have been stating, the following 
deductions are made by the indefatigable naturalist whom 
we liave thus quoted. 1st. That the vulgar notions concern- 
ing the cuckow are totally erroneous, and that even to many 
naturalists its history seems U) have been but imperfectly 
known. 2d. That every bird which has eggs quits its nest 
if they lie taken away and a single one belonging to another 
species put in their place. 3d. That this abandonment is 
tolerably prompt, and will take place even when the process 
of incubation is going on. 4th. That in a most extraor- 
dinary manner is this law of nature reversed in favour of the 
cuckow. 5th. That it is a fac’t, placed beyond all doubt, 
that the cuckow’ neither incubates nor builds a nest, but lays 
in that of some little bird, from which it has previously 
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ejected the eggs. 6th. That this little bird, thus maltreated^ 
makes no sort of difficulty in returning to its nest, and cover- 
ing the egg substituted by the cuckow, though but a single 
egg, and totally unlike its own. Finally, that it is neither 
in consequence of indifference nor of idleness that the cuckow 
does not build a nest or hatch its own eggs ; but that, from 
the peculiar nature of its conformation, and probably from 
some other unknown cause, it requires the co-operation of 
others for the multiplication of its species ; and that all this, 
however singular, is not to be considered as a disorder or 
caprice in nature, but as an effect of the supreme and 
sovereign will which regulates the universe. 

Montbeillard has not adopted these results of Lothinger ; 
but there does not appear to be much foundation in his objec- 
tions. 

Among the nests which the female cuckow makes choice of, 
there are some so small that they cannot contain a young 
cuckow, and the children of its nurse together. The natu- 
ralist we have been citing, declares, that he has had multi- 
plied proofs that this female throws, or pushes out, such eggs 
as she finds in the nest. Others pretend that she eats them. 
These facts, however, should not be generalized, for eggs 
have been found in the same nest with a young cuckow. 
They might, doubtless, have been laid after the introduction 
of the stranger ; but it is quite certain, in some cases, that 
they were laid before, for a young cuckow, just broken from 
the shell, has been seen in a thrush^’s nest, with two young 
thrushes, which were beginning to flutter. The same thing 
has been observed in various nests ; while in others, the young 
cuckow has been found to be the oldest. Lothinger assures 
us, that the female cuckow can introduce her egg into the 
nest of the wren, and remove the other eggs to make way 
for it ; and he also declares that she does the same with the 
nest of the cole-titmouse. It would be interesting to know 
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in what manner she removes the eggs, as this nest is always 
at the bottom of tlie hole of a tree, and its entrance is in 
general extremely nam)w. Yet Montbeillard speaks of a nest 
of this bird, in which there were five eggs of its own, with 
one of the cuckow ; but the former disappeared by degrees. 
All the small nests in which young cuckows are found, are 
very much flattened, and scarcely to be recognized as to form, 
in consequence of the weight and bulk of this bird, who, that 
it may be more at its ease, w'ill often shove out, of its own 
accord, any eggs or young birds that happen to be in the nest 
along with it. Of the mode which it employs to make this 
displacement, some interesting details are given by Jenners. 
The young cuckow, assisting itself with its rump and wdngs, 
endeavours to slide under the little bird which partakes its 
cradle, and to place it on its own back, where it retains it by 
raising the wings ; then, drawling itself backwards, to the 
elevated edge of the nest, it reposes for a moment, and then, 
making an effort, flings its burden clean out of the nest. 
After this operation, it is soon observed to grope or feel with 
the extremities of its wings, as if desirous of convincing itself 
of the success of its enterprise. 

This observer has constantly remarked, that the young 
cuckow's make use of the end of their w ings to recognize the 
eggs, or little ones, which they intend to diskxlge. He has 
often repeated the same observations cm a great number of 
nests, and invariably found the young cuckows pursuing the 
same manamvre. Sometimes, in climbing the elevated edges 
of the nest, the young cuckow will let its burden fall ; but it 
soon commences its work again, and never gives over until its 
enterprise is atchieved. It is surprising to behold the 
reiterated efforts which a cuckow will make, for two or three 
days, when it is lodged with a bird rather too heavy for it to 
raise. It is then in a continual agitation, and never stops 
working. But when the cuckow arrives towards twelve days 
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old, it loses the desire of throwing out its companions, and 
after that period it has not been observed to disturb them. 
It has been also remarked, that the cuckow would much 
sooner suffer eggs in the nest along with it than young ones. 
A cuckow of nine or ten days old has been frequently known 
to chase out a little bird, which had been put into the nest 
with it, while it never touched an egg which had been placed 
there at the same time. The peculiar configuration of the 
young cuckow renders it very fit for the performance of the 
operation we have described. Different from that of other 
birds, the upper part of its body, from nape to rump, is 
very broad, with a perceptible depression in the middle. It 
would seem that this depression was made for the very pur- 
pose of securing, more effectually, the eggs, or the young 
birds, which the cuckow is desirous of throwing over ; for as 
soon as it has attained its twelfth day, this cavity becomes 
completely effaced, and its back does not differ in any respect 
from that of other birds. The obligation which the young 
cuckow seems to be under of rejecting the eggs or the little 
ones of its adoptive parent from the nest, may be alleged as a 
reason why the female cuckow always takes care to lay in the 
nests of small sized birds. The same observer, whom we last 
mentioned, found in the same nest two cuckows, and one 
warbler, which had been disclosed in the morning. There 
still remained a warbler'^s egg. In some hours, the two 
cuckows began to dispute possession of the nest, and their 
dispute lasted until the afternoon of the next day, when the 
cuckow that was a little more bulky than the other, suc- 
ceeded in flinging out the latter and the young warbler, and 
the egg along with it. Their dispute was remarkable. The 
combatants appeared alternately to have the advantage, and 
each, in succession, carried his antagonist to the edge of the 
nest, from which he fell back into the bottom, overwhelmed 
under the weight of his burthen. At last, after many efforts, 
VOL. VII. 3 Y 
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the strongest succeeded, and was the only one brought up by 
the old warblers. 

Of the authenticity and justice of the foregoing observa- 
tions, there can be no doubt ; and they seem to place the 
cuckow in a very different point of view from that in which 
it stands in the fables of vulgar credulity. Instead of being 
from its birth a bird of prey, and devouring the little ones 
of its nurse, at a time when it can only open its mouth to 
receive nourishment, this bird is purely insectivorous, and not 
at all the monster of ingratitude which it has been repre- 
sented. Yet so much had this notion taken possession of the 
popular mind, that to be as ungrateful as a cuckow is a pro- 
verbial expression among the Germans, and the learned 
Melanethon has composed an eloquent harangue on the in- 
gratitude of this bird. Neither do the wren, the red-breast, 
the warblers, and other gentle birds, lose their natural cha- 
racter and affection for their own offspring, when they 
become the nurses of the cuckow ; nor do they sacrifice the 
least handsome of their young, kill, and tear them piecemeal 
to satisfy the voracity of their nursling Yet with such fables 
has the natural history of the cuckow been filled, and they 
have been repeatedly copied even into very modern works. 
Klein tells us of a warbler being destroyed by a cuckow ; but 
tlie fact appears to be, that the former had forcibly engaged 
its head within the bars of the cuckow’s cage, and the latter, 
in the extremity of hunger, was found pecking at it. When 
Klein arrived, being influenced by the pievailing notions on 
this subject, he easily persuaded himself that the cuckow was 
endeavouring to swallow the head of the warbler. But 
deprived, as the cuckow is, of all the powers of a carnivorous 
animal, it would have been choked by such a morsel, and 
utterly unable to break the bones. 

Certain facts mentioned by Montbeillard should set this 
question at rest. ‘‘ On the 27th of June,*” says this 
naturalist, I placed a young cuckow of the existing year^ 
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nine inches in length, in an open cage with three young 
warblers, which had not yet a fourth of their plumage, and 
could not feed alone. Far from devouring, or even threaten- 
ing them, the cuckow appeared, as it were, to recognize the 
obligation under which he was to the species. He suffered 
those little birds, which did not exhibit the slightest fear of 
him, to seek an asylum under his wings, just as they would 
have done under the wings of the mother. On the other 
hand, a young owl, of the same year, hitherto fed only by 
the bill, instantly devoured alive a fourth warbler, which was 
placed along with him.*” 

Some writers, a little shaken in their opinions by such facts 
as these, content themselves with asserting that the young 
cuckow devours only the little birds which have just burst 
the shell. But can any one believe this to be possible, at an 
age when it is not able to take food of its own accord, and 
can only receive its nutriment from the bill of another bird F 

This prejudice would appear to be founded on the 
menacing air, like that of a young bird of prey, which the 
cuckow assumes, when it is approached, and that too for a 
long time previous to its quitting the nest. It opens its bilb 
as if to deter the adversary, and defend itself — bristles up its 
plumes, raises and lowers its head repeatedly, turns itself on 
its back, and endeavours forcibly to seize whatever is pre- 
sented to it. The noise which it then makes is very similar 
to that made by the young hawk. At other times, if dis- 
turbed ever so little, it sends forth a sort of puffing sound, 
and moves its entire body in a heavy manner. 

These birds attain their growth very rapidly ; but though 
vigorous and large, it is generally some time before they can 
provide for their own sustenance, and being confined in cages, 
they remain some months without being able to eat alone, or 
at least without attempting it. This, however, may be attri- 
buted to the sort of aliment which they receive, such as 
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foeat, which is not natural to them. They frequently refuse 
to eat it, but will greedily seize the caterpillars, or worms, 
which are offered to them. It is to be presumed that in a 
state of nature they make a more rapid progress in the use of 
their natural faculties, through necessity, from the enjoy- 
ment of liberty, and the choice and abundance of aliments. As 
soon as their wings are sufficiently strong, they employ them 
to follow their nurse over the neighbouring branches when she 
quits them, or to meet her when she brings them their meal. 
They are insatiable nurslings, eontinually holding open their 
wide bill, and repeating every moment their cry of appeal, 
accompanied invariably by a movement of the wings. This 
ciy^ is not less sharp than that of the red-breasts, or w arblers. 
They retain it in captivity, according to Frisch, as far as the 
15th or 20th of September, and thus salute those who bring 
them food. But it then commences to grow more grave by 
degrees, and they soon lose it altogether, and preserve the 
most profound silence, for they do not sing the first year. 
These birds, thus captured, at five or six months old, are 
rather stupid ; they seldom move, remaining many hours in 
the same position, and are so little voracious, that they must 
be assisted to swallow their meat, — a certain indication 
that this food is not to their natural taste. 

The substances found in the stomachs of the young 
cuckows must of necessity be difterent, since they are reared 
by birds of different species. In the stomach of one of them, 
brought up by wagtails, were found flies, scarabad of different 
kinds, small snails with their shells entire, grasshoppers, 
caterpillars, and some vegetable substance not satisfactorily 
identified. The pipets generally feed them on grasshoppers. 
The most curious substance, however, found occasionally in 
the stomach of young cuckows, is a ball, formed of hairs 
closely intertwisted. Some are of the bulk of a pea, and 
others as voluminous as a small muscovado nut. These balls 
appeared to be formed entirely of horse hair, and would seem 
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to have been detached by the young bird from the nest. 
Little pellets of hair have also often been discovered in the 
stomach of old cuckows ; but they were evidently the remains 
of the hairy caterpillars which these birds had swallowed. 

Various kinds of food, not necessary to be enumerated here, 
are given to cuckows in a state of captivity. It may be 
observed, that the omnivorous regimen, properly regulated, is 
as suitable to insectivorous birds as it is to man. 

Many observers have remarked in the cuckows a repug- 
nance to drinking, and that they have even rejected water, 
which has been put forcibly, or by stratagem, down their 
throats ; this remark, however, does not apply to them all. 
Sonnini has recited a case of a young cuckow taken from the 
nest, when just about to fly, whose habit was totally diflerent ; 
it drank readily of its own accord, and always gave signs of 
satisfaction on being presented with water. 

Though wild and solitary, the cuckows are not altogether 
unsusceptible of education ; a cuckow has been known to 
recognize its master, come at his call, and even follow him to 
the chase, perched upon his fowling-piece. When this 
cuckow found a cherry-tree in the path, he flew to it, and 
picked plentifully ; sometimes he would go oft*, and not 
return to his master for the entire day, but he would always 
keep him in sight, hovering from tree to tree. In the house, 
this bird was left at perfect liberty, and used to pass the night on 
a perch. Olivier asserts, that the cuckow might be trained to 
the chase, like the hawk, or the falcon ; but this is most as- 
suredly an error, occasioned by the resemblance of the plumage. 

To preserve these birds during winter they must be care- 
fully secured from cold, especially at the transition from 
autumn to that season, which is always a critical, and often a 
fatal period to them. Some get into a languishing state at 
this time, and exhibit cutaneous eruptions. 

Others perish in the moulting ; but before they die they 
fall into a state of lethargy and torpor. Their moulting i» 
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more complete than that of other birds : and it takes place 
later with those in a state of confinement, which are not 
stripped of their plumage until October or November. At 
this period, the wild cuckows emigrate to a milder climate, 
which they could not do were they despoiled of their feathers 
to the same extent as the tame ones. W e must attach no 
credit to the story of some of them remaining during the 
winter in a lethargic state, without their feathers, in hollow 
trees, or holes in the earth. Neither are we to believe, 
though their moulting is long and slow, that they return in 
spring, without their due complement of feathers ; this sup- 
position* is neither borne out by actual observation, nor by 
any means compatible with the fact of their having performed 
the voyage from Africa into our northern climates. 

The males give over singing in the first days of July ; this 
silence does not announce their approaching departure, but 
the commencement of the moulting. The greater numbers mi- 
grate from the first to the fifteenth of September ; those found 
to the end of this month and later, are doubtless young ones, 
which were too weak to accompany the others. The early cold, 
and the dearth of insects, and soft fruits, (for these birds are 
fructivorous, in case of necessity,) determine them to pass 
into warmer climates. They pass twice into Malta and the 
Greek Islands of the Archipelago, where they arrive at the same 
time as the turtle doves. As the cuckows are less numerous 
than the doves (only a single one is usually discovered in 
the midst of a flight of the others, of which he appears to be 
the chief,) this circumstance has given occasion to the modem 
Greeks to call the cuckow Mgmio kracti^ which means, leader 
of the turtles. It is important to observe, (according to the 
remark of Sonnini,) that the migrating cuckow changes almost 
all its natural habits as known to us. It is no longer solitary; 
it is seen with other birds of its own species ; and it travels, as 
has already been remarked, with numerous companies of birds 
of different species. During this exile, which imperious 
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necessity prescribes, it feels no desire of reproduction, and the 
song of love, which its name expresses, is never heard. It is 
doubtless with this species as with the greater number of 
others ; it is the business of propagation which causes it to 
isolate ; for these solitary birds have been observed in the 
course of July to assemble in little flocks of from ten to 
twelve, young and old, just at the epoch when the cessation 
of their song marks the close of the season of their amours. 

On the ground, the cuckows proceed only by hops ; but 
they seldom remain there, which must be attributed to the 
extreme shortness of their legs and thighs ; when young they 
scarcely use their feet at all for walking. They employ their 
bill in drawing themselves onward on their belly, much in 
the same way in which the parrots use it in climbing ; when 
they climb,' it may be remarked, that the external hinder toe 
is turned forward, but that it is of less use than the two front 
ones. In their progressive movements, they agitate the 
wings, as if to assist their progress. 

The ordinary song of the cuckow is too well known to need 
description. It appertains to the male exclusively, and is 
never heard but in spring ; sometimes when the bird is 
perched on a dry branch, and sometimes wlien he is flying. 
Another and a more sonorous sound is heard when the males 
and females are reciprocally seeking and pursuing each other. 

In the fall of the year the adult cuckows are very fat, and 
good for eating ; on their first arrival among us, they are so 
thin as to have given rise to a proverb on the subject. The 
young, taken when just ready to fly, is also said to be a 
delicate morsel. The ancients held their flesh in high esti- 
mation, as also do the modern Italians. In some countries, 
the cuckow is regarded as a bird of ill-omen, and revered in 
others as a presage of good, and an oracle of wisdom. 

In medicine, the flesh of the cuckow has been described as 
producing the most salutary eiFects in cases of epilepsy, gout, 
stone, intermittent fevers, and colic. Its dung has been sup- 
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posed to be a most efficacious remedy in delirium and mad> 
ness. Its fat has also been prescribed as a prevention to the 
falling off of the hair ; and, perhaps, it deserves this reputa* 
tion, as well as most of the nostrums, of every variety of 
sonorous appellation, with which fools and coxcombs are 
gulled by the swindling empirics of this metropolis. 

The opposite is a figure of a cuckow found by Captain 
Flinders, on the North Coast of New Holland, during his 
voyage of discovery. The bill is stout, and hom-coloured ; 
crown of the head, dusky-^clay colour ; the under parts of 
the body, pale-buff ; wilDgs, mixed with blackish and buff- 
colour ; over the eye, a broad streak of buff-colour ; behind 
the eye, a streak of black ; legs, horn-colour ; length, about 
fifteen inches. 

The Sacred Cuckow {Cuculus Honoratus) owes its name 
to the compass and melody of its voice. It is held in the 
higliest veneration throughout the Indian Peninsula. It 
lives most generally in small flocks, and prefers unfrequented 
and well wooded places. These birds fly by springs, or hover- 
ing, but to very short distances. Insects are their usual food. 

The CouAS (called Coulicous by M. Vieillot,) are strongly 
distinguished from the cuckows by their mode of propagation 
— which indicates a differaat internal organization. They 
construct a nest either in the hollow of a tree, or on the 
branches. They hatdi their eggs, and rear their young ones. 
There are some, indeed, classed with the last sub-genus, that 
do the same ; but their right to be so classed, is very doubt- 
ful. The difference in the tarsi and wings, the first being 
denuded of feathers, and longer, and the latter being shorter 
and more rounded in the couas, cannot be considered, in a 
natural method, as characters of so important a kind as that 
which belongs to the multiplication of the species. 

Some of thes^ birds, ‘ distinguished by M Vieillot, under 
his genus coccgsuw^ belong to Madagascar ; one to New 
Holland ; but for the most part they are natives of America. 
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They frequent large forests, and thickets which border on in* 
habited places, but very seldom are found in open situations. 
They conceal themselves in tufted woods, of the most sombre 
character, and on the most thickly foliated trees, the branches 
of which they traverse in search of caterpillars and insects, 
which constitute their principal nutriment : still, in default 
of these, they will feed on berries, which they swallow entire; 
at least, this is true of two species, which pass the summer 
in North America. The couas are lively and alert, and 
seldom descend upon the ground. Some are more wild and 
tameless than others. Many have a powerful and sonorous 
cry. From the peculiar sound uttered by some of them, M. 
Vieillot has derived his popular name of the genus. 

Of the habits of the two next divisions of the text, nothing 
is known. 

The Indicatoes are so called from serving as guides to 
the natives of Africa in the discovery of honey. They nestle 
in the hollows of trees, lay four ox five eggs, and their aliment 
is composed of honey, wax, and insects. The nest of the 
Great Indicator^ as we are told by Sparmann, is composed 
of weak filaments of the bark of trees, ingeniously tissued 
together, and in the shape of a bottle turned upside down. It 
is suspended by the two ends with a loose cord, so that the 
birds can perch upon it. M. Le Vaillant, on the contrary, 
assures us, that this bird makes its nest in the hollows of 
trees, and climbs on them like the woodpeckers. This account, 
we own, appears more probable, for it is more in consonance 
with the general practice of the tribe, and far more intel- 
ligible than that of Sparmann. The male partakes the incuba> 
tion ; and the eggs are three or four in number, of a dirty white. 

This species is found in the interior of Africa, but is not 
met in the environs of the Cape of Good Hope. If we are 
to believe Sparmann, this is because there are no bees there ; 
he says that he never saw any but mi the farm of a single 
colonist, who succeeded in fixing some wild swarms, by pre- 
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■mUlim them with chests or boxes. TMs lurd probably 
cS^pilieiices some difficulty m procuring an aliment of which 
ft appears particularly fond; but instinct appears to have 
directed it to call man to its assistance, by indicating the nest 
of the bees with a very sharp cry, which, according to some 
travellers, is the word which signifies honey in the language 
of the Hottentots. It utters this cry morning and evening, 
and seems to call the persons who are hunlii^ for honey 
in the African deserts. They reply, in a graver tbne» as they 
approach. The moment the bird beholds them, it proceeds 
to hover over the tree which contains a bee-hive; and if 
they delay to come, it redoubles its cries, flies towards them, 
and, by various turns backwards and forwards, indicates the 
spot in a very marked manner. While they are seizing the 
contents of the hive, the indicator r^ains in the neigh- 
bourhood, and awaits his portion, which is certain alwf^s to be 
left for him. The existence of this bird is valuable to the 
Hottentots, and they never see it killed but with an evil eye. 

The Barbacous and Malcohas we must pass over, as 
ccmtaining no matter of interest to the reader. 

Of ScYTHBOPs there is but one species, peculiar to 
Australasia. It feeds cm certain grams and scarabsei. It 
often extends its tail like a fan, and utters a piercing and 
almost terrific ciy, something like that of the cock when he 
perc^ves a bird of prey. These birds are never seen but 
in the morning and evening, sometimes seven or eight in 
number, but more usually in pairs. Their appearance and 
cries, aocxirding to the natives, cxmstitute a certain index of 
approaching wind or storm. They are of a wild and fierce 
character, and cannot be tamed. They refuse all food, and 
peck violently at those who approach them. 

Of the family of the Babbets, including their three sub- 
divisions, as given in die text, our notice mmt be general, and 
very brief. The first are natives of Africa and India : of 
the second, some are found in both cofUinents ; and the third 
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are estclvm^y peeuMtk to Att^rloa. Thek fdbfifiv 
and phyaioga^y are ail thosaioa — aady aombto, 

Their figure is masaiiNB^ aod ill put togtfdier^^ dft^posi^ 

tioii stupid, tacitum, aolitary, aiui laasy. Th^ inTarialdy 
prefer coirered retieohl, and ahuti fte opOEi plaiita* Thejf' 
neither go in flocks, nor in pairs. Their fli^it is fiboft aa4 
heavy. They place tibemselves on losr hrao^ea only, iilfii 
experience Micdi diflbulty in puttmg themselves m laotibtt^ 
Once fixed, they remain a long while Jn aiusi#eituaitfain, 
and accordk^y are appxiached wit^ 

feed on firtnta, scarabsei, and othe^arge Tnia|||i inake 

their nest in a hollow tree, and to four eggs. 

The opposite is a figure of 00 a deacrip- 

tion of which will be 

The Teogons beauty with 

the humming-binlll^/^l^OT^w in certain parts shines 
wifih-liali|aBri all the colours of the 

the tints, though opake, are not 
less rich and splendid ; but a v^ry short nedc, feet dispro* 
portioned to their figure and buS:»Jfuid a long and broad ta3 
injure the harmony of Aelr fiotfii, lUid give them a heavy 
port and aspect. Their kjing atfmuated feathers, with barbs 
disarranged and luxuriant, make them appear more bulky 
than they really are. These too are so feebly implanted, 
that they fall at the slightest agitation. Their skin is so 
delicate, that it will tear at the slightest tension. 

These birds are solitary, and extremely jealous of their 
freedom. They never frequent inhabited or open tracts. 
They delight in the silence of deserts, where they even fly 
die society of their ocinaimiiars. The intarior of the thickest 
forests is their diosai abode for die entire year. They are 
amnedmes seen on the summit of trees, but in general they 
pMer tWe centre* whese they remofai a portion of the day 
without descending to the groundi or even to the lower 
htandbm Hem they lie hi emhnih toot the insects which 
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pam within their reach, and seize them with address ami 
dexterity. Their flight is lively, short, vertical, and undu* 
ladng. Though they thus conceal themselves in the thick 
foliage, it is not through distrust ; for when they are in an 
open space, they may be approached so nearly as to be 
struck with a stick. They are rarely heard to utter any 
cries except during the season of reproduction, and then their 
voice is strong, sonorous, monotonous, and melancholy. They 
have many cries, from the sound of one of v hich their name 
is derived. 

All those whose habits are known nestle in the holes of 
worm-eaten trees, which they enlarge with their bills so as to 
form a comfortable and roomy residence. The number of 
eggs is from two to four, and the young are bom totally 
naked ; but their feathers begin to start two or three days 
after their birth. 

The Trogons have several broods in the course of the 
year. The occupation of the male during incubation con- 
sists in watching for the safety of his companion, bringing 
her food, and amusing her with a song, which, though we 
should call it insipid, is, to her, without doubt, the expres- 
sion of sensibility. Some of the couroucous express the 
syllable pio repeated many times in succession with a powerful, 
yet plaintive tone. Tlieir accent almost reminds one of the 
wailings of a child who has lost its way, and it is thus 
that they cry to each other amidst the silence of the forests. 
Ajs soon as the young are able to provide for themselves, 
they ^parate from their parents to enjoy that solitude and 
isolation which appear to constitute the supreme happiness 
of the species. Their aliments are composed of larva;, small 
worms, caterpillars, coleoptera, and berries, which they swal- 
low 

The male, at various ages, the female, and the young, differ 
in their plumage, which has given rise to the institution of 
more species than are in reality in existence. 
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Our figure of the indented Trogon is from a specimen in 
the Museum of Paris. The top of the head and quills are 
deep blue, but on the latter are many white patches ; the 
nape, shoulders, upper wing-coverts, and upper side of the 
tail, are green ; beneath, the bird is bluish white, except the 
belly and vent, which are red. The tail-feathers are very 
peculiar, each being indented at the extremity, as if the skin 
had been divided, and the barbs separated. This species is 
from Cuba. 

We have also inserted the figure of a most magnificent 
Trogon in the British Museum, which, though it differs in 
some particulars from the T. Puvoninvs of Spix and of Tem- 
minck, in the pL coL^ belongs, in all probability, to the same 
species. The specimens in the British Museum have the 
entire head covered with an erect, but extremely soft and 
silky crest ; whereas M. Temminck\s figure, from a bird in 
Mr. Leadbeater’s extensive and valuable collection, has but a 
slight indication of such a crest, and that merely on the front ; 
tlie wing-coverts, moreover, like the long feathers of the tail, 
fall in a very elegant manner over the quills. The whole 
plumage, but especially the pendant feathers of the wings and 
tail, are of silky softness, and very brilliant. The head, 
body, and tail are of the brightest green ; the belly and vent 
red, and the quills black. The species is from Brazil. 

The birds of the genus Ani are indigenous to the warmest 
climates of the New Continent. Their wings are feeble, and 
their flight extremely limited. They cannot bear the wind, 
and numbers of them perish in the tremendous hurricanes 
which take place in the countries they inhabit. Tlieir social 
instinct is truly admirable. They are always found in flocks, 
the least numerous of which are from eight to ten, and many 
are five-and-twenty or thirty. They scarcely ever separate, 
but remain almost continually together, whether when flying 
or at rest ; and even when they perch, it is as nearly as pos- 
sible to each other. This mutual amity, which constitutes a 



peaceable and durable comirmnity, commences from the veiy 
birth of these inoflTensive birds. Born in common, they also 
live in common. Their society is never disturbed. Love 
itself, that active clement of discord, *comes among them in 
peace, unaccompanied bv the jealousies, fears, and altercations 
which usually constitute its train, and turn to offence and bit- 
terness tlie flowers and fruits whicli spring beneath its footsteps. 

From the month of P^ebruarv, the season of reproduction 
commences with the anis, whose dis})osition is not less 
amorous than that of the sparrows. During the whole of 
this ])eriod they are much more lively and gay than at any 
other ; but the gtwcl intelligence which reigns amongst them, 
suffers no diminution. Tliere are no quarrels — no combats. 
The males and females work together at the construction of 
the nest, which serves for .several females at the same time. 
She that is most pressed to lav, does not wait for the otliers, 
who increase tlie size of the nest, while she is liatching her 
eggs. This common incubation takes place in the most 
perfect harmony. I'he females arrange themselves beside 
each otlier, and should the eggs happen to be mixed or joined 
togetluT, a single female hatches the strange eggs along with 
her own. Slie draws them together, and surrounds tliem 
with leaves, so tliat the heat may be ecjually .spread through- 
out the mass, and not be dissi])ated. Tlie same good under- 
standing prevails when the young are disclosed. If the 
motliers have hatched togetlier, they feed all the young family 
in succ'cssion. Tlie males assist in the furnishing of pro- 
visions. But when the females have hatched separately, they 
bring up their young ones apart, but still without jealous 
interference, or discord. They bring them their food in turn, 
and the little ones receive it from all the mothers. Thu.s 
mildness and peace are invariably the happy attributes of 
these birds, and the insejiarable cjualiti(*s of their association, 
their hou.sehold, and their family. If the ancients, who lietter 
knew than we how' to derive moral precepts from the various 
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productions of nature, because they studied their relations 
more than their forms, — if they, who sent the sluggard to the 
tint ‘‘ to learn her ways and be wise,"** had been acquainted 
witli this peaceful and amiable community of birds, they 
would not have failed to have held them up as an example to 
tile mischievous, the envious, and the quarrelsome — to tlie 
turbulent and intermeddling crowds, which torment, divide, 
and undermine the societies of men. 

The anis construct their nests very solidly, but somewhat 
inartificially, with little branches of shrubs, hound together 
with the filaments of plants. This nest is very wide, and 
raised at the edges. It is sometimes eighteen inches in 
diameter, and its ca])acity is proportioned to the number of 
females that intend to lay their eggs there. The small 
number of those' that liatch ajiart, form a se])aration in tlie 
nest with blades of grass to contain their eggs. They all 
cover them with leaxes or grass in pro])ortion as thev lay 
them, and continue to do so during the time of ineidiation, 
M’hen obliged to (pi it them to seek for food. TIk'sc females, 
which are a little smaller than the males, and have a more 
opake and sombre ])himage, liave several broods in the vear, 
and many eggs each time. 

Tlie food of these birds is both animal and \egetable. 
Small serjients, however, li/ards, and other re])tiles, catt'r- 
pillars, large ants, and insects in general, seem to be tlu‘ 
alinu'iits ^vhich they prefer. They also ])erch on oxen, to 
jiick out the vermin which lodge in the hair and skin of these 
animaU, whence their ornithological name of 
(eaters of vermin). In default of animal nutriment, thev 
feeil on diflerent sjiecies of grain, such as maize, millet, rice, 
wild oats, &e., but never in such (piantities as to be hurtful 
to the cro])s ; nav, they must be considered as sm v iceable 
to these, from the number of insects they destroy. 

An usual attitude with the anis is to draw hack the ir'c In, 
and jiress the head close against the body. Tdiey art* ru'ither 
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fearful nor wild, and never fly to any great distance. They 
are not even much alarmed by the report of fire-arms. It is 
easy to bring down many of them in succession ; but they are 
in no great request, for their flesh is uneatable : and even 
when alive they have a disagreeable odour. They are, as 
might be expected, easily tamed ; and it is said that when 
taken young they can be as well educated as the parrot, and 
even taught to speak. They are found in great numbers in 
Brazil, Guiana, Mexico, St. Domingo, and always in compa- 
ratively open places, a little shady, but never in thick woods. 

The most particularly striking character in the genus 
Toucan is the bulk and length of the bill. In its whole 
extent it is wider than the head, and in some species it is as 
long as the entire body. This enormous bill is a cavernous 
body, filled with empty cells, separated by partitions of an 
osseous substance, as thin as a sheet of paper, and covered 
again by an expansion of corneous substance, of so little 
solidity that it opposes no resistance to the slightest pres- 
sure of the finger. 

The upper mandible is curved downwards, in the form of a 
scythe. The lower is shorter, more narrow, and less curved. 
Both are dentelated on the edges, but the dentelations of the 
upper are much more marked than those of the under man 
dible. These dentelations, though equal in number on each 
side of the mandibles, not only do not correspond above and 
below, but even do not stand in a relative position on the 
right and left. 

The tongue of the toucan is still more extraordinary 
than the bill. It is rather a feather than a tongue, the 
middle or stalk of which is of a cartilaginous substance, about 
two lines broad, accompanied on each side by closely ser- 
rated cartilaginous Ibarbs, conformed exactly like those of 
an ordinary feather. These barbs are directed forward, and 
are more long in proportion as they are situated nearer the 
extremity of the tongue. 
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The birds classed in this genus are found only in the 
warmest regions of America. They live on fruits — usually 
go in little flocks of from six to ten — and fly heavily, and ap- 
parently with trouble to themselves. They can, however, ele- 
vate themselves to the summit of the highest trees, where 
they are fond of perching, and are almost in a continual state 
of agitation. They make their nests in the hollows of trees, 
and the female lays but two eggs. The young are easily 
tamed and reared, for they will eat any thing which is given 
to them — fruits, bread, flesh, or flsh. They seize the morsels 
which are presented them with the point of their bill, throw 
them upwards, and receive them in their large gullet. If 
they seek them on the ground, they usually take them on 
sideways, and fling them up in the air in the same sort of 
style. The toucans are so sensible to cold, that they dread the 
freshness of the night, even in those burning climates. Their 
skin is generally bluish, and their flesh, though hard and 
black, is yet eatable. 

To M. d’Azara we are indebted for some novel observa- 
tions on the toucans, which serve to complete their natural 
history. The toucans, according to that most meritorious na- 
turalist — contrary to what might be supposed — destroy a great 
number of birds, their large and bulky bill rendering them 
formidable to most species. They attack them, chase them 
from their nests, and, even in their presence, devour their eggs 
and voung ones, which they either draw out of holes by the 
aid of their long bill, or bring to the ground along with the 
nests. Witnesses worthy of credit affirm, that the toucans 
do not even respect the nests of the aras and caraerrras, and 
that if the young ones are too strong to allow themselves to 
be carried away from the nest, their adversaries strike them to 
the ground, as if their disposition led them, not only to de- 
vour, but to destroy. Kven the solid nest of the rufous bee- 
eater^ which resists time, and other causes of destruction, is 
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not tbo Attacks of the toficansy who wait until the 

4ay of which H ia coioposed is softened by the rain, to hatter 
k with strokes of their bill, that they may devour the eggs 
and young. During the season of hatching, the toocans have 
scarcely any other aliment ; but at other times they live on 
ihiits, and sometimes on insects mid the tender buds of plants, 
they then leave the other winged tribes in peace. 

Notwithstanding the disproporticmed bill of the toucans, it 
otiRers no more redstance in flying, than those of other birds, 
whose head and surface are equivalent in extent to theirs, be- 
cmise they always present its point to the wind. Moreover, 
we must take into consideration the specific lightness which 
results from the peculiar conformation of this large bill, and 
which prevents it from retarding the flight of the bird. In a 
slate of repose, the toucan carries its bill a little more raised 
than the horizontal line which passes by the eyes, and, on 
observing it pretty closely, this bill actually appears factitious, 
because the base exceeds this level of the head, which is em- 
bossed in it as in a case. According to M. d*^Azara, the tongue 
of the toucan is inflexible, and can be of no use for the direc- 
tion of the aliments, or the formation of the cry, which, in 
the two species of Paraguay, is nothing more than may be 
expressed by the syllable rac. 

The toucans fly to a moderate height, and in a straight and 
horizontal line. They beat their wings at intervals, and with 
some noise. Their flight is swifter than the small extent of 
their wings would lead us to suppose. They jump from 
branch to branch, and change position quickly ; but do not 
dimb, after the fashicHi of the woodpeckers. These birds are 
strong, and exceedingly attentive to all that passes around 
them. They advance with distrust, and but rarely settle on 
the ground. They hop obliquely and ungracefully, and with 
legs nearly a palm asunder. When they take little birds 
Jn theneat} as well as morsels of meat or fruits, they dart them 







iXiCo ilieair^ and, by aalig^t movement of tbe bill, they difeel 
them, so as to be swallowed conveniently ; then, by another 
motkm, they receive them into their wide gullet. But, if the 
morsel should be larger than the aperture of the latter, th^ 
abandon it, without attempting to divide it.. 

The opposite is a figure of the Aracari Toucan ; thejpedfic 
description of which is in the text. Its mai p d W^afre the 8|ime 
as those of the genus, such as we have nou^llilorlbed |hem. 

We now come to the most interesting famflto^ this, or 
perhaps of any other order in the cla|S Av^ei^tfe mean the 
Pareots This family is so numeroui^ idid Irijt many points 
so singularly characterized, that a naturalistl^ght well be 
tempted to form it into a sub-order. Its demands 

that we should be a little more extetunve add iHuled in our 
observations on it, than we are usdaily wont ; and, for 
sake of method, we shall divide those obsarvallmis as follows . 

First. We shall coniddar the physical pqcdliarities of par- 
rots in general. 

Secondly. We shall reviewtheir intellectual, and particularly 
their imitative faculties^ their disposition, habits, and manners. 

Thirdly. Wedwilsay a few words concerning the modes of 
rlassificadon adopted for them by the most eminent naturalists; 
and, 

Lastly, notice whatever may be interesting respecting any of 
the individual species, consistently with the limits and the plan 
which we have generally pursued in these supplemental essays. 

The birds of this genus possess, in an eminent degree, the 
character of the order in which they are placed. They are 
climbers, in the fullest sense of the word. Their toes, con- 
stantly four in number, are opposed, two to two, and armed 
with solid and crooked claws^less so, however, than the daws 
of the birds of prey. The two anterior toes are united at their 
base by a little membrane; the hinder are completely sepa- 
rated. The tarsi, in the majority of spedes," are very short, 
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but in some they are elongated in a proportion nearly equal 
to that in the passeres in general. Their skin is scaly, as is 
that of the toes; the wings are usually short; the tail is more 
or less long, and assumes a variety of forms ; the colours of 
the plumage are almost always brilliant. 

The head of these birds is voluminous, and of a rounded 
form ; the bill varies in its bulk, relatively to that of the head 
and body, in the different species : thus, in the long-tailed par- 
rakeets, which the French naturalists term perruches^ the bill 
is rather small, being, measured in its curve, but a third of 
the length of the head. In the parrots proper, it is nearly one- 
half that length ; while in the maccaws and the microglossa, 
it is as long as the head itself. The upper mandible is always 
the most powerful, and it often entirely conceals the lower. 
It is articulated on the forehead, so as to admit of considerable 
mobility ; for it forms with it, very sensibly, a re-entering 
angle, when the parrot opens its bill and gapes. In general, 
the back of this mandible is rounded, though in one species it 
is carinated, or keel-formed. Its point is very sharp, though 
less so than in tlie beak of the accipitrine birds, and prolonged, 
more or less, underneath. Its edges are trenchant, and occa- 
sionally furnished with a sinuosity, or a tooth, which reminds 
us of the beak of the falcon. The under facet of this same 
part is vaulted, slightly arched from back to front, and its 
superficies is furnished with numerous striae parallel to each 
other, and formed like a V, or a chevron, with the point for- 
wards. The use of these appears to be, to render the surface 
against which the aliments rest, less slippery, while they are 
divided by the under mandible. This under mandible is 
short, sometimes joining only the base of the upper, and in- 
capable of closing the bill entirely. It is also rounded, very 
slightly compressed, and trenchant at the end, which alone is 
used for the division of the food. These two portions of the 
bill, formed of a very hard and thick homy substance, are 
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put in action by more numerous muscles than are to be found 
in other birds. Their colours vary. In general, those of the 
base, or the end, are deeper than those of the middle ; and the 
under mandible more obscure than the upper. 

The bill is surrounded at the base with a naked skin, or 
cere, less apparent than that of the birds of prey, and variously 
coloured. In this the nostrils are pierced, which are smooth, 
orbicular, and pretty large. 

The tongue is thick, fleshy, soft, and extremely mobile, in 
the parrots proper, and the skin which covers it is often very 
fine, and dry, and furnished with papillae. These papillae, 
according to M. de Blainville, are longitudinally arranged, 
on a sort of anterior disk, supported by a corneous half-ring, 
which is at the lower part of the tongue, and they are covered 
by a kind of deposit, or pigment, above which is the epider- 
mis, which is very slender. In the parrots which Levaillant 
has named Ara^i a trompe (some of our cockatoos, &c.) the 
tongue forms a small cylinder, is flesh-coloured and solid, 
tolerably long, not flexible, and terminated by a small black 
gland, rather corneous, hollowed in its centre. The true 
tongue consists in this little corneous’ gland, while the cylin- 
drical part, which sustains it, is a dependency of the hyoid 
apparatus, susceptible of being more or less extended from 
the bill, at the will of the animal, by a mechanism analagous 
to that which elongates the tongue of the woodpeckers. Tin's 
tongue is at once an organ of sense, and an instrument of 
touch and prehension, for the purposes of deglutition. 

In some species of parrots belonging to New Holland and 
the South Sea Islands, the tongue is terminated by a crown- 
formed bundle of hairs, or rather cartilaginous filaments, 
which M. de Blainville considers as papillae, in consequence 
of the bulk of the nerves which communicate with them. 

The eyes of the parrots are moderately large, and situated 
laterally. The upper%and lower lids form a rounded orifice. 
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edged with small tubercles, supporting the lashes in its entire 
circumference. The upper is evidently mobile ; the third 
lid, or nictitating membrane, is very small, and the parrots 
are never seen to make use of it. The pupil is round, and 
not situated exactly at the centre of the iris, but more inward ; 
so that the iris is a little broader on its external than on its 
internal side. The colour of this last varies according to the 
species ; but it is generally remarked to grow deeper with 
increasing age. A peculiar character in the parrots is the 
ability of contracting the pupil, more or less, independently 
of the action of the light, when they turn their attention to 
any object — when they feel any sudden internal movement, 
such as fear or anger —or even when they are in a sportive 
mood. These birds are evidently diurnal. 

The aperture of the ear is oval and small, especially if 
compared with that of the ululoe; it is directed obliquely 
forward, and constantly covered with the feathers. 

In certain birds of this genus the cheeks are naked of fea- 
thers, and covered with a white farinaceous powder, as is 
remarked in the maccaws ; or the skin is coloured, as in the 
microglossi. In others the circumference round the eye is more 
or less divested of feathers, and also covered with a sort of 
farina. This appears to be an epidermic production, and is 
very abundant on other parts of the skin of these birds, whose 
plumage, when they shake it, gives out a considerable quan- 
tity of white dust. In no species arc fleshy caruncles to be 
found. Some, as the cockatoos, many psittaculi, &c,, have 
the head ornamented with long and slender plumes, which 
can be elevated in the form of a tuft, or crest, according to 
the inclination of the bird, but which, in general, are reclfned 
along the neck. 

The neck, in general, is but moderately long ; sometimes it 
is even short, and tolerably thick ; still, when the parrots 
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wish to attain an object without changing place, they have 
the power of elongating this neck to a certain extent. 

The body varies in degrees of robustness or elegance, 
according to the species. In the parrots proper it seems 
thicker than ip the others, which perhaps is only the effect 
produced by the shortness, and the strength and solidity 
of the tibia?, toes, and tarsi. Some long-tailed parrakeets, 
on the contrary, are distinguished by the fineness of their 
form, and elegance of their general proportions. The breast 
of these birds is usually broad and rounded. 

The wings are short, and their point rarely exceeds one- 
half the length of the tail, even in species in which the tail is 
shortest. The first three remiges are the longest of all, and 
pretty nearly equal with each other. 

There are differences in the tail, relatively to the greater 
or less extent of the various quills which compose it, and 
which are twelve in number. As to its total size, it is cither 
shorter than, equal in length to, or longer than the body, 
comprising the head and neck. In form it is sometimes 
straight or squared, when all the quills are of equal length ; 
sometimes round, sometimes graduated, sometimes arrow or 
spear-formed ; sometimes it is peculiarly broad at the end, 
and some species liave the caudal quills sharp at their termi- 
nation ; sometimes the tail is very short, and at the same time 
graduated, which is the case with many psittaculi. In some 
species of this last division the upper tail-coverts elongate into 
a point, in an extraordinary manner, and conclude by reach- 
ing almost to the extremity of the caudal quills ; but this 
character is rarely observed in tliose whose tail is almost 
straight. 

Though the feet of these birds, as we have said, are robust, 
and the toes well adapted for climbing, yet there are some 
exceptions to this. In the pezopori, for instance, the tarsi 
are elongated, and the claws but little cr(X)ked ; they accord- 



ingly remain constantly on the ground, where they walk with 
swiftness, which the other species cannot do. The legs of the 
parrots are \isually feathered to the heel ; but in two species, 
the microglossa, the bottom of the leg is as naked as it is in 
all the grallae. The colour of the feet is usually grey, but it 
is in some roseous, brown, or black. 

The colours of the plumage of the parrots are exceedingly 
varied, and almost alw^ays pure and brilliant. The adult 
females often differ in this respect from the males ; whilst 
the young, in their first or second livery, and even after the 
third moulting, present characters peculiar to themselves. 
Green is, in general, the predominating colour; then comes red, 
then blue, and finally yellow. This last colour appears among 
the parrots to be the general substitute for the white observed 
in other birds ; and it is remarkable that, in many of their spe- 
cies, there are varieties uniformly yellow, as among birds in ge- 
neral we behold Albin’s varieties. V ery often, when the feathers 
arc plucked, red and yellow ones will shoot forth, whatever 
may have been the colour of the former. In the countries 
inhabited by the parrots, the people give the name of tapirh 
to such of them as have their plumage mingled with those 
reproduced red and yellow feathers, in the places which have 
been plucked. It has been pretended, that the blood of a 
certain species of frog introduced into the little wound caused 
by the plucking of the feather, will make the red plume be 
reproduced ; but this is without foundation. There arc some 
species violet, purple, brown, or lilac-coloured. Some are 
known whose plumage is entirely grey ; some have it black, 
and some, in fine, entirely white. 

Some rules are observable in the distribution of the colours. 
Thus, the wing-quills are generally grey, brown, or black, at 
their lower face and on their interior barbs, which are con- 
cealed ; while their external ones are brightly coloured in 
their visible part. The tail-quills, in general, have the lower 
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face more obscure than the upper. The most external of 
these lateral quills, and the two intermediate ones, are often of 
a different colour from the others. 

The epaulette of the wing, or the edge of this part towards 
the carpus, is often of a different colour from the upper part 
of the wing, and this colour is usually red or yellow. Almost 
always the lower tail-coverts have a different tint from the 
upper and from the rump. When the mantle is green, as 
well as the back, it is seldom that the wing-quills, in their 
visible part, and the lateral and intermediate quills of the 
tail, are not of an aquamarine blue, or present some shades 
of blue, more or less deep. Very often the forehead is 
marked with a blue, red, or yellow band, which contrasts 
with the colour of the top of the head. On this last is some- 
times a tuft, or cap, also coloured differently from the rest of 
the head, and bounded by the eyes and occiput. Many par- 
rots or parrakeets have received specific names, derived from 
the existence of mustachios, or of spots situated at the base 
of the bill, on the cheeks, or on the lorvm^ which is the space 
comprised between the bill and the eye, or from having a 
complete collar, single or double, according as it is formed of 
one tint or of two ; also from the existence of demi-collars, 
placed sometimes behind the nape, and sometimes under the 
neck. The plumage of the parrots is never spotted or 
striated, like that of certain passeres, and some birds of prey. 

A disposition of colour frequent amongst the parrots, and 
in all probability peculiar to young individuals, is that which 
gives rise to the meshed, or scaled plumage. This takes place 
when the feathers of the body, and especially of the lower 
parts, are edged with a border of a different colour from that 
of their ground. Then, these feathers arc so dispensed, one 
over the other, as to resemble the effect produced by the scales 
of fish ; from which circumstance^ this sort of plumage is 
termed, in French , icailli, 
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In young individuals, scattered feathers are sometimes ob- 
served of a colour difl'erent from those in the midst of which 
they are found ; such feathers belong to the next succeeding 
coat, which have appeared sooner than their usual time, and 
indicate the colour which shall be proper to the peculiar parts 
on which they are found. These feathers constitute an excel- 
lent criterion, by which to refer these young birds to their pe- 
culiar species. 

When the plumage of the female does not differ from that 
of the male, it is yet observable that the tints are less pure and 
less lively ; there is also, at times, a variation in the colour of 
the bill. 

The following peculiarities are worthy of remark in the in- 
ternal structure of the parrots. The head is strong, and the 
cranium rounded; the os furvaf urn is a little pointed towards 
the sternum, and formed like a Y. The sternum is furnished 
witli apowerful keel, or median crest ; there is neither lateral nor 
posterior emargi nation ; it^ body, on the contrary, is very wide, 
and only provided n ith an oval foramen, moderately large, and 
closed by a membi ane near the abdomen, similar to that in the 
birds of prey, and palini})edes. Idle lower larynx is compli- 
cated, and provided witli three peculiar muscles ; a circum- 
stance which, united to the mobility and conformation of the 
tongue, may produce the facility with ivliicli these birds imi- 
tate tile human voice. Their gizzard resembles that of fru- 
givorous and granivorous birds ; their intestines are very long, 
and destitute of coccuin ; the liver is of middling size, and 
divided into two lobes, nearly equal. The spleen is small and 
round. The heart is of moderate size, and rounded at the 
end. 

The usual habitat of these birds is under the torrid zone, 
both in the old and new continent, and in the Oceanic islands. 
The greater number of species are found under those parallels 
which are nearest the equator ; but some are extended in both 
hemispheres, to very high latitudes. Thus, in the northern 
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hemispheres, is the parrot of Carolina found as high as 42. 
in the western states ; and, in the southern hemisphere, the 
parrots and cockatoos which inhabit New Zealand and the 
Macquarrie islands, are placed under the 52d degree of lati- 
tude, as is also the emerald parrakeet of the Straits of Magellan. 
The first mentioned species, therefore, exists in a latitude equal 
to that of the central parts of Spain and the Neapolitan terri- 
tories ; the second, very nearly in the same latitude as that of 
London. Lut as the temperature of the Austral hemisphere 
is much less elevated than that of tlic northern, and as about 
ten degrees are allowed for comparative temperature, at any 
given points, in these different parts of the world, it follows, 
that the parrots of the Macquarrie islands, and the lands (ff 
Magellan, are placed in a situation nearly analogous to that of 
Stockholm. 

In America, Brazil and Guiana arc the countries which 
contain the greatest number of species of parrots, all of them 
appertaining to the division of parrakccts ; that of tlie parrots 
proper, and that of the })sittaculi. The maccaws are exclu- 
sively confined to these countries. It does not appear tliat 
any birds of this genus are found on the cliain of the Cordil- 
leras ; they are not very numerous even in Paraguay ; but a 
single one has been noticed in Patagonia; and but a single 
species has been marked by Buffon as peculiar to the Magellanic 
ands. Some species belong to the islands in the Gulf of 
Mexico ; and it is not improbable that some may exist in the 
Floridas, though they have not been indicated. On the other 
side of the Andes, from Chili to California, none have been 
noticed ; but many exist in Chili, on the shores of the southern 
ocean. 

Many birds of this genus belong to the African continent, 
from Senegal as far as the forests which neighbour on the 
Cape of Good Hope. They are, however, fewer in number 
than those of India and America. The Barbary coast, from 

4 B 2 



556 


CLASS AVES. 


Morocco, as far as Egypt, that is, the entire chain of Atlas, 
and the northern reverse of that chain, are destitute of them. 
There are some in INIadagascar ; but none in the Canary 
Islands. 

In Asia, parrots are found only in the countries to the 
south and east of the table-land of Thibet— 'that is, in Hin- 
dostan and its dependent islands, in Cochinchina, in China, 
and in the eastern archipelago. There the handsomest and 
largest species, and those most remarkable for their forms, 
are in abundance. 

In Polynesia this genus is considerably extended. New 
Holland has species peculiar to itself. These birds are also 
numerous in New Zealand, the Macquarrie Islands, and in 
the groups of the Friendly and Society Islands. The habitat 
of the cockatoos is limited to the Indian archipelago, to New 
Holland, to New Zealand, and the Macquarrie Islands. The 
lories are peculiar to the Philippines, and New Guinea, and 
the psittaculi, with the tongue terminated by a pencil of 
cartilaginous filaments, belong to the countries which extend 
from New Holland to the Friendly Islands. Two species 
only of this genus are known in the Sandwich Islands. 

Europe, all the northern and central regions of Asia, the 
polar countries, Greenland, Iceland, the northern and temperate 
parts of America, KergucHn’^s Land, and the South Shetlands, 
are almost the only portions of the globe in Avhich the genus, 
or rather family, of the parrots has no representatives. 

The ancients were acquainted with several parrots, among 
which the most celebrated was that sent from India, by Alex- 
ander, in the course of his expedition to that country. Mr. 
Vigors, who has written on a group of psittacidse known to 
the ancients, and has treated this subject with his accustomed 
elegance of style, methodical discrimination, and profound 
classical research, tells us, that ‘‘ the ancient writers are unani- 
mous in informing us, that the parrots known to their times 
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came exclusively from India. In that country, these birds 
were ever held in the highest estimation. We are informed 
by iElian that they were the favourite inmates of the palaces 
of the princes : and were looked up to as objects of sacred 
reverence by the religious feelings of the people. From thence 
they were introduced into Europe at the time of the Mace- 
donian conquest, and the specific name of Alewandriy applied 
by modern science to the type of the group, in honour of the 
first European discoverer of it, serves to perpetuate the name 
of a warrior, who is said to have valued the conquests that 
extended the boundaries of his empire, chiefly as they served 
to extend the boundaries of science. It was not until the 
times of Nero, that the parrots of Africa became known to 
the Romans. Some of these birds were among the discoveries 
made in the course of an expedition sent out by that prince. 
They came apparently from the neighbourhood of the Red 
Sea, and it is probable that as that country became more 
known, numbers of the same race were imported from it into 
Rome, and formed the chief part of those victims of the parrot 
tribes which, in after times, are said to have supplied the inor- 
dinate luxury and wantonness of Heliogabalus.”^ 

We cannot resist tlie pleasure of transferring to our pages 
some further observations by this gentleman, suggested by 
the subject before us, nor will we do him the injustice of using 
any language but his own. 

“ But there is anotlicr point of view in which the interest 
of such researches is strongly apparent. In general, we are 
acquainted with the ancients chiefly through tlic records of 
their most splendid actions. The dignity of liistory, and the 
elevation of poetry, to which we are almost exclusively in- 
debted for our knowledge of ancient manners, confine the 
representations which are transmitted to us of them, for the 

► Zoological Joubnal, voI. II. p. 44, &c. Sketches in Ornithology, 
By N. A. VigoM, Esq. 
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most part, to those which are most important and heroic. We 
are presented with little beyond the achievements or the 
apothegms of the warrior, the statesman, or the philosopher. 
All the minor occurrences of domestic life, all the more 
endearing traits of private feeling, are cast into the shade. 
We see the ancients almost always in full dress, almost always 
in the stately attitude, and on the exalted pedestals of life. It 
is only by scattered references tliat we are enabled to enter 
their homes and their bosoms, and investigate — the most attrac- 
tive of all subjects — the windings and variations of the human 
heart. Natural history affords us an occasional insight into 
feelings of this nature. Through its means we possess a 
subject of common interest, by which we find ourselves, as it 
were, on familiar terms with those who are removed from us, 
not merely by time, but by that imposing dignity which time 
never fails to confer. When our feelings are called forth in 
admiration of a bird or insect, w hich is known to have equally 
excited the admiration of an Alexander or an Aristotle, we 
become almost unconscious of the lapse of time which has 
separated us from such characters : we feel ourselves attracted 
to them by a community of sentiment, and rejoice in that 
sympathy which brings us in contact w ith the patron of science, 
and the man of genius of the days that are gone by. Science, 
it is said, levels all distinctions of rank and station, and unites 
all the adventitious diflercnces in society under the powerful 
influence of genius and of knowledge : but science goes still 
farther in the present case, for it appears to level all the dis- 
tinctions of time and space. In pursuing such researches into 
antiquity, we find not merely that external nature was the same 
two thousand years ago as it is at the present time, but that 
human nature itself has undergone but little variation.*^ 

The group of psittacidae, thus known to the ancients, con- 
stitutes a distinct and detached division, which Mr. Vigors 
has characterized under the name of PalcBornis!"^ The 
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generic characters are strongly marked in every species be- 
longing to it, and widely distinguished from those which are 
peculiar to those of modern discovery. He considers them 
perfectly identified with the Indian parrots, which are so 
much in request among ourselves. The rose-coloured collar, 
the emerald body, and the ruby bill, wliich mark these birds, 
have been very distinctly described, by several wi'iters of 
antiquity. 

We have now to treat of the habits and manners of these 
singular birds, which merit, without contradiction, to be 
placed at the head of the feathered race, on the score of in- 
telligence. We shall first notice their peculiar modes of 
locomotion. 

The parrots, as we have said before, are eminently climb- 
ing birds, as the form, the arrangement, and the strength of 
their toes clearly evince. When they walk on the ground, it 
is with a slowness, which is owing to a vacillating motion of 
the body, occasioned by the shortness and separation of their 
feet, in which tlie base of sustentation is very wide. They 
frequently place the point or iq)per part of their bill on the 
ground, which thus serves them as a point of support. In 
climbing, its liooked form is still more useful to them ; and 
often when they hold any object in tliis bill, they rest upon 
the branches by the under part of their lower mandible. 
When they descend, they sustain themselves by the upper. 
This is a common habit with the majority of the parrot-tribe. 
Still, there are some species, wliich, having more elevated 
legs, toes less long and less crooked, can walk on the ground 
with tolerable swiftness, and which never perch. These have 
been formed by Illiger into a separate genus under the name of 
Pexoporus, Others, again, have the tarai short and flat, on 
which they rest in walking. 

The wings of the parrots being generally short, and their 
bodies bulky, they have some difficulty in rising to a certain 
point of elevation. But that once attained, they fly very 
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well, and often with much rapidity, and through a consider^ 
ble extent of space. The majority confine themselves to lofty 
and thickly tufted woods, frequently on the borders of cul- 
tivated lands, the productions of which they plunder and 
destroy. Their ordinary mode of flight is from one branch 
to another ; and it frequently happens, that they will not fly 
continuously, except when pursued. Many of them emigrate 
according to the season, and, in particular, the Carolina 
parrots. Such travel every year some hundreds of leagues, 
differing in this respect from the habits of the others ; but 
they are comparatively few in number. The difficulty of 
flight, with many, is the cause of their restriction within 
narrow limits ; and their concentration in certain islands, 
while they are not found in others, which border closely on 
the former This is peculiarly tlie case in many of the 
island groups of Polynesia. 

The food of the parrots consists principally of the pulps of 
fruits, such as those of the banana, the coffee-tree, the palm, 
the lemon, &c. They are especially fond of almonds ; for the 
most part they attack the pulp only to get at the kernel ; this, 
when once seized, is fixed on the under-wrinkled surface of 
the upper mandible ; they turn it repeatedly until it is placed 
by the tongue, in a proper direction for the introduction of 
the trenchant edge of the lower mandible ; then the bird soon 
forcibly separates the valves of the almond-shell, and, getting 
the almond into its bill, soon divides it, so that all its envelopes 
are rejected. The fragments are finally swallowed in succes- 
sdoo. Some cockatoos of Kew Holland are said to live on roots, 
and the pezopori seek their aliment in herbs. 

In domestication the parrots, maccaws, parakeets, and cock- 
atoos, shew the same partiality for vegetable seeds, and, in 
general, are fed very well on hemp-seed, the skins or husks 
of wliich they detach with wonderful address. Some that 
receive bones to gnaw, are known to acquire a very determined 
taste for animal substances, but especially for the tendems, 
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ligaments^ and other less succulent parts. From feeding thus, 
some parrots contract the habit of plucking out their own fea- 
thers, that they may suck the stem ; and this becomes so im- 
perious a want with them, that they strip their bodies abso- 
lutely naked, not leaving a vestige of down wherever the bill 
can reach. They spare, however, the quills of the wings and 
tail, the plucking out of which would cause them too much 
pain. M. Desmarest mentions an instance of one of these birds 
belonging to M. Latreille, the body of which thus became as 
naked as that of a pullet plucked for roasting. This bird, 
notwithstanding, supported the rigour of two very severe win- 
ters, without the slightest alteration of health or appetite. M. 
Vieillot observes, that this habit of deplumation is produced, 
in many parrots, by an itching of the skin, and not in conse- 
quence of their being accustomed to eat animal substances. 

The parrots drink little, but often, and do it raising up the 
head, but less strongly than other birds. The major portion 
of them may be accustomed, in domestication, to drink wine, 
or, at all events, to eat bread which has been steeped in wine. 
They all use, with great dexterity, one of their feet, to carry 
their food to their bills, while they stand perched on the other. 

These birds sojourn much on the borders of streams and 
rivers, and in marshy places. They are fond of the water, 
and seem to take the greatest delight in bathing themselves, 
an operation which they perform several times a-day, when in 
a state of nature. When they have bathed, they shake their 
plumage, until the greatest portion of the water is expelled, 
and then expose themselves to the sun, until their feathers are 
completely dried. In captivity, and even during the most 
rigorous seasons, they seek to bathe ; and, at all events, plunge 
the head repeatedly into water. 

With the exception of the time of incubation, the parrots 
live in flocks, more or less numerous ; go to sleep at the set- 
ting, and awake at the rising of the sun. In sleep, they turn 
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the head upon the back . Their sleep is light ; and it is not un- 
frequent to hear them utter some cries during the night. In 
a state of domestication, after they go to rest, is said to be the 
most suitable time for repeating to them such words as they 
are intended to learn, because they then experience no distrac- 
tion. 

Their life is very long ; and the mean duration of it, among 
the parrots, properly so called, is calculated at forty years. 
Instances, however, have been kno^^^l, of individuals who lived 
in a state of domestication ninety, and even a hundred years and 
more. The parrakeets generally live about five and twenty years. 

One effect of captivity, on some species, according to M. 
Le Vaillant, is to change the colours of the plumage ; and to 
this cause he attributes the frequent varieties observable among 
these birds. Those that are termed tapiresy which we have 
a^eady alluded to, are regarded by M. Virey as natural va- 
rieties ; but he considers them to be produced by a state of 
weakness, or malady. 

The birds of this genus are monogamous. They make their 
nests in the trunks of rotten trees, or in the cavities of rocks ; 
and compose them, in the first case, of the detritusy or dust of 
the worm-eaten wood, and of dry leaves in the second. The 
eggs are not numerous ; usually only three or four eacli time ; 
but the broods take place several times in the year. The young 
when bom, are totally naked ; and the head is so large, that 
the body seems to be merely an appendage to it. They re- 
main sometime vathout having sufficient strength to move it. 
'They are subsequently covered with down ; but are not com- 
pletely invested with feathers for two or three months. They 
remain with their parents till after the first moulting, and then 
leave them for the purpose of pairing. The eggs are ovoid, 
short, as thick at one end as the other, and those which are 
known are of a white colour ; some of them are nearly equal 
in size to those of a pigeon. 

It was for a long time imagined that these birds could pro- 
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create in their native country only. Many parrots, however^ 
were born in Europe, as far back as 1740 and 1741. In 1801 , 
some Amazon’s parrots were born at Rome. M. Lamouroux 
has given us considerable details respecting the broods of two 
blue maccaws, that were at Caen some years ago. These birds, 
in four years and a half, from the month of March 1818 to the 
end of August 1822, laid sixty-two eggs, in nineteen broods. 
Of this number, twenty-five eggs produced young ones^ , of 
which ten only died. The others lived, and became perfectly 
accustomed to the climate. They laid eggs at all seasons ; and 
the broods became more frequent and more productive, in the 
course of time ; and in the end much fewer were lost. The 
number of eggs in the nest used to vary, six having been to- 
gether at a time ; and these maccawS were seen to bring up 
four young ones at once. These eggs took from twenty to 
twenty-five days to be hatched, like those of our common hens. 
Their form was that of a pear, a little flatted, and their length 
equal to that of a pigeon’s egg. It was only between the fif- 
teenth and five and twentieth day that the young ones became 
covered with a very thick down ; soft, and of a whitish slate" 
grey. The feathers did not begin to make their appearance 
until towards the thirtieth day, and took two months to acquire 
their full growth. It was a dozen or fifteen months before the 
young arrived to the size of their parents, but their plumage 
had all its beauty from six months old. At three months old 
they abandoned the nest, and could eat alone ; up to this 
period they had been fed by the father and mother, which 
disgorged the food from their bill, in the same manner as 
pigeons do. 

In all probability, the success of this education was owing 
to the care which was taken in providing these birds with a 
suitable nest. This consisted of a small barrel, pierced, to- 
wards the third of its height, with a hole of about six inches 
in diameter, and the bottom of which contained a bed of saw- 
dust three inches thick, on which the eggs were laid and 

4 c 2 
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hatched. Since these observations were published by M La* 
mouroux, collared parrakeets of Senegal, and pavonian parra- 
keets, have been bom in Paris, in hollows made in large bil* 
lets of wood, where the parents had fixed their nest. 

Of all animals in the creation, there are none so calculated 
to attract the attention and admiration of man, as those which 
appear to approximate to his own nature, and to partake of 
some of the attributes of humanity. Tliis is the case with 
the apes among the mammalia, and the parrots in the class of 
birds. Both exhibit some of the physical peculiarities of man, 
and both present a very striking analogy with each other. 

The ape, from his external form, so like the human, his 
gestures and gait, the rude resemblance of his face, to that of 
man, from the analogous arrangement of all his organs with 
ours, but especially by the use of his hands, a certain air of 
intelligence, and from actions imitative of ours, has been re- 
garded as a species of imperfect and wild man. Had he 
received the gift of speech, like the parrot, he would have 
passed for a genuine man in the eyes of the multitude, who 
judge always rather from external appearances than calm 
and reflective examination. The parrot is in the order of birds 
what the af>e is in that of viviparous quadrupeds. It would 
appear, on first view, to be still more closely connected with 
us, than the latter, because the communion of speech is more 
intimate than that of mere sign and gesture. Besides, speech 
is the expression of thought, while gesture is nothing but the 
demonstration of physical wants. The latter is altogether 
corporeal, the former appertains to the mind. 

We must not, however, consider the articulated voice of the 
parrot as a proof of the superiority of his intelligence over that 
of other animals, or of its analogy with our own. It is cer- 
tainly true, that the parrots exhibit the most perfect brain to 
be found among any of the feathered races. The anterior 
lobes of its hemispheres are more prolonged than they are in 
rapacious birds, and the encephalon is wider, and more flatted 
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than long ; but as to the intelligence of the bird, compared 
with ours, it can only be considered that there is a point of 
contact between them, as it were, but no resemblance. The 
parrot’s imitation seems purely mechanical ; it articulates 
words, indeed, but this cannot be deemed a true language. In 
the same manner as an air is taught to a linnet with a bird- 
organ, so a word is taught to a parrot, which he repeats with- 
out knowing wherefore. He does not comprehend its signifi- 
cation, and though he may repeat it on certain occasions, be- 
cause he has learned it, he sees no reason for doing so like man. 
He utters, indifferently, a prayer or an insult, and those invo- 
luntary substitutions, which really prove his want of intelli- 
gence, pass, with unreflecting persons, for a mark of wit, of 
irony, or of some other quality of mind of which the animal is 
utterly destitute and incapable of acquiring. 

There are two kinds of imitations : one which is altogether 
physical, and dependant on similitude of organization ; the 
other, the fruit of reflection, volition, and intelligence ; the 
first is possessed by the ape and the parrot — the second by 
man alone ; one requires nothing but memory, and an aptitude 
of organic functions — the other demands a profound study, 
like that of comedians and tragedians. A mere imitation of 
the exterior, such as a brute can give, is insufficient. The mind 
and soul must be moulded, as it were, on the model imitated ; 
this requires a certain equiponderance of mental faculties, 
which cannot exist between man and brute of any species. 

The imitations of which we have been speaking differ again, 
in a most essential point. It is thus ; the imitation which the 
animal can acquire being totally physical, perishes with the 
individual, and is not, and cannot be, transmitted by educa- 
tion. A dog, ever so well trained and educated, never, of his 
own accord, teaches to his whelps what he has acquired from 
the intelligence of man ; he dies, and all perishes with him ; 
nothing remains but the natural qualities inherent in the 
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species. This is a point which the advocates for the identity 
of animal intelligence with human can never get over. The 
successive generations of brutes are indebted for nothing to 
their predecessors ; the superintendance of man is indispensable 
to their improvement ; but the case is quite different with him. 
His moral existence is extended and embellished by the ac* 
cumulated acquisitions of past and of contemporary ages. 
He lives not isolatedly and individually — he co-exists by his 
acquaintance, and his multiplied relations, with his entire 
species. The generations of mankind do not pass away, and 
be as though they had never been. Posterity is the inheritor 
of the fruits of their labours ; to it their intellectual estates de^ 
scend, and, under favourable circumstances, are bequeathed to 
remoter ages, cultivated, improved, and enlarged. The in- 
struction of the species becomes that of the individual ; and 
the tide of our moral existence, if we may so express ourselves, 
is swelled by a myriad of tributary streams, whose sources are 
hidden in the night of time, and the impenetrable recesses of 
antiquity. 

One main cause of this moral perfection, or rather f)erfecti- 
bility, is to be found in the long duration of the infancy of 
man. The animal, yet scarcely endued with sufficient strength, 
abandons his family. He either becomes a solitary individual, 
or joins in flocks and herds where family relations are utterly 
unknow'n, and there is no bond of union, but what spring 
from the mere necessities of subsistence and procreation. 
There are no moral ties to connect the communities of the 
brute ; for though animals are often gregarious^ they are never, 
in the true sense of the word, Hovial. But in the human 
species, the wants, resulting from a long incapacity of living 
solitarily, multiply the moral relations, and increase the intel- 
lectual lights of every individual. 

Thus we find that the imitative powers of the parrot do 
not, of themselves, entitle this bird to any marked supe- 
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riority over others, and still less to the possession of any thing 
approaching to the genuine character of human intelligence. 
Its imitation is nothing but an organic mimicry, depending 
on the conformation of the voice, and perhaps on some peculiar 
aptitude of the ear. Besides, as we have already seen in the 
course of this work, the capacity of articulating words is not 
exclusively confined to the genus. Pies, jays, blackbirds, 
stares, and other, even small birds, can imitate human speech 
more or less, from organic facility, rather than the possession 
of any very superior intelligence. The ear of such animals, 
though different from ours, is not without a certain musical 
justness, and a delicate apprehension of sounds. This correct- 
ness of ear is ob|^rvable among certain individuals of our own 
species, in a much higher degree than in others ; and it is 
almost superfluous to observe, that neither that, nor a facility 
of mimicing sounds in general, is always accompanied, in such 
individuals, with a marked superiority in point of intellect. 
The reverse, indeed, is often strikingly remarkable. We may 
remark here by the way, that the species of birds which arti- 
culate words the best, shew less aptitude in the rendering 
of modulated sounds. 

Parrots, parrakeets, &c. which are imported into Kurope, 
are generally taken young in the nest, and brought up in 
their native country. Some are taken adult ; they are caught 
when inebriated by eating the seed of the cotton-tree, which 
they are very subject to become, or they are brought down by 
arrows, which, having a button on the end, stun without kil- 
ling them. The natives of Paraguay, according to M. 
d’Azara, take them in a manner which appears very singular, 
if not incredible. They attach one or two pieces of wood to a 
tree frequented by these birds for the sake of its fruits. They 
put a stick or two across from those pieces of wood as far as 
the tree, and construct with palm-leaves a sort of cabin, suffi- 
ciently large to conceal the fowler. He has got with him a 
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tame parrot, which, by its cries, attracts the wild ones of the 
forest, and the last never fail to come at the voice of the pri> 
soner. The hunter, without loss of time, passes round their 
necks a running knot, attached to the aid of a long wand, 
which he moves from within his cabin. If he has five or six 
of these wands, he can take as many parrots, for they will not 
attempt to escape, unless the cord presses tightly on their 
necks. 

They are all susceptible of education, but the young ones 
are more so than the old. The means employed consist in 
imposing certain punishments upon them, such as immerg- 
ing them in very cold water, of which they are greatly afraid, 
or puffing at them with tobacco smoke, ^wards are also 
used, as well as punishments, and when they perform what 
is desired, such things are given to them as they are fondest 
of ; more especially, sugar and sweet wine. They are tamed 
and kept obedient, by taking them with boldness, and 
speaking to them with authority, and in a loud tone of 
voice. 

They may be thus taught to perform various gestures, 
and assume different postures ; some will lie down on their 
backs, and not rise but at the command of their master ; 
others will perform exercises with a stick, or dance in a 
manner more or less grotesque. They are taught by con- 
stantly repeating, close to them, such words as they are 
meant to learn. Success, however, does not always attend 
such endeavours. Some species are better disposed than 
others for this kind of education, and the same is the case 
with different individuals of a species. The grey parrots 
and the amazons, are those which speak most distinctly, 
and imitate, most naturally, the cries of animals, and other 
noises, which they are in the habit of hearing. Some may 
l>e taught to whistle entire airs ; but they seldom go through 
them, sometimes whistling only the middle, sometimes the 
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beginning, and sometimes the end.. Their natural vmoes 
are shrill and disagreeable, and they constitute the only 
sounds uttered by them in a state of nature. It is not 
unfirequent to hear an entire flock of them thus crying and 
chattering at the rising of the sun. 

In fine, though we cannot allow such a degree of intel- 
ligence to the parrots, as to suppose them capable of undar- 
standing the signification of the words which they repeat— 
though we can yield no sort of credence to the various absurd 
stories promulgated on this head, yet we cannot refuse to 
them a great superiority over birds in general, in thdr 
relations with man. They attach themselves to those who 
tend them, and . exhibit an aversion to those who have ill- 
treated them, and that with a very marked discrimination. 
Many, however, exhibit antipathies of a capricious kind, 
and cannot be corrected but by the inspiration of fear. 
It has been said, that the males attach themselves to 
women in preference to men, and exhibit much ill-temper 
towards the latter : while exactly the reverse takes place 
with the females. This assertion M. Vieillot declares 
to be well founded ; he instances the case of a male 
ash-coloured parrot, in his own possession, which he never 
could approach without being provided with thick leather 
gloves ; which, however, was perfectly obedient in all respects 
to Madame Vieillot, and would exhibit the greatest fondness 
towards that lady ; while, on the other hand, a female of the 
same species showed the greatest attachment to him. But 
such facts cannot very safely be generalized, and we oiurselves 
have observed the contrary. Many species exhibit a capricious 
temper niore than others ; and, on the whole, the parrots are 
birds, that mtist not b6^ trusted with implicit confidence, 
without M very intimate acquaintance with them. The surest 
mode of taming them is by firmness and the exercise of autho- 
rity. Like too many of the human race, they are best im- 
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posed on and subdued by the tones of menace and audacity. 
It will always, however, prove very advisable to put on thick 
gloves in dealing with them, to secure the hand from their 
bite. By d^rees, they will become docile to those whom at 
once they fear, and from whom they yet receive occasional 
good treatment. All these birds, when taken adult, 
are very fierce; and yet the savages tame them very 
speedily, by means of the tobacco-smoke already mentkmad ; 
this vapour produces in them inebriation and swooning^ they 
may then be touched without danger, and generally, when 
the effect of the smoke is over, they are not so violent as 
before. But if their temper is not so easily overcome, the 
same operation is recommended, and reiterated until it suc- 
ceeds, whidi, in the end, it never fails to do, at least to a 
sufficient extent. 

All these birds are eminently destructive in their disposi- 
tion ; it seems as if breaking and tearing every thing with 
their bills, that happens to be within reach, constituted a phy- 
sical want with them ; this is especially to be remarked 
among the larger species. In a state of liberty they devas- 
tate the trees, cut their branches, and despoil them of their 
leaves and fruits. In domestication, they will damage fur- 
niture and evOTy thing that is near them. If they are shut 
up, and kept chained on the perch, to hinder this mischief, 
they compensate themselves for the constraint, by redoubled 
cries, by breaking their cage, and destroying their perches 
with their bills. 

In the same way as the simiae of the New Continent are 
not found in the old, so the American parrels do pot inhabit 
any part of the ancient world. It is ^Iso to be dbsei^ed^ that 
each 8peq|8 remains within its^ own particular 4£rtrict, 
without mingling with others, or sufferij^ ^hem mingle 
with it. The same is true of the ape genus ; eadi recognizes 
its own peculiar livery, unites with its c(appatiiota«^Bnd per- 
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mits no intrusion of foreigners into the republic ; there is no 
more possibility of usurping the rights of a citizen in their 
society, than there was at Lacedemon; each of them, however, 
will occasionally traverse the adjacent countries to levy 
tribute, as the wandering hordes of Tartars sweep successively 
through the deserts, to find subsistence for themselves, and 
pasturage for their cattle. 

It will now be necessary to take a brief view of the dif- 
ferent systems of classification adopted for this numerous and 
important family of birds, by the more distinguished writers 
on ornithology. 

The species of Psittacus are extremely numerous; and 
characters, derived from the length and form of the tail — 
from the presence or the want of a tuft of feathers on the 
head — from naked or feathered cheeks, have, in general, con- 
stituted the basis of such divisions as have been made among 
them. These divisions, however, must not be considered as 
decidedly and strongly distinguished from each other ; like 
the other subdivisions of the animal kingdom, they pass on 
insensibly one to the other, by the gradation of characters in 
the various species. 

By Linnseus, Psittacus is formed into a genus of that ill- 
defined order, the picse. He had but forty-seven species. 

Buffbn divided the parrots, — first, into parrots of the Old 
Continent ; second, into parrots of the new. The first are 
subdivided thus 

1. Cockatoos, with short and square tail, and mobile 
tuft. 

2. Pareots proper, short and equal tail, and head desti- 
tute of tuft. 

3. Loeies, with small bill, curved and sharp : red the 
predominant colour in the plumage; voice, sharp; and 
motion, quick. Some, or the lories properly so called, have 
the tail moderately long, and rather angular, or comer-like. 
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Others, the lory-parrakeets, have the tail longer, and more 
reaembling that of the parrakeets. 

4. PARttAKEETs, with long tails, subdivided into those 
which have the tail equally graduated, and those which have 
the two intermediate quills much longer than the others. 

5. Parraeeets, with short tails. 

The second subdivision is composed of— 

1. Aras or Maccaws, with long graduated tails, and 
naked cheeks. 

2. Amazons, with tail short and equal ; green plumage ; 
red on the carpus of the wing, and yellow on the head. 

3. Cricks, like the preceding, but without the red, having 
it only on the coverts ; plumage, duller green, without the 
pure yellow on the head, and of smaller size. 

4. Papegais (for which perhaps the word popinjay may 
be admitted as a translation), smaller than the cricks, and 
without red on the wing. 

5. Parrakeets (perruches)^ subdivided into long-tailed 
and short. 

Dr. Latham has simplified this division, and distinguishes 
but two groups, without respect to the habitat, for, as he well 
observes, the uncertainty of the country of many of these 
birds renders such a division inconvenient. He divides the 
parrots into— fiirst, those with equal : second, those with un- 
equal tails. 

Le Vaillant has in some measure modified the classification 
of Buffon, without taking the habitat into consideration. He 
acknowledges the groups of aras and cockatoos, with the 
characters above cited ; he unites the parrots, the amazons, 
th^ cricks, anA papegais, under the general denomination of 
parrots {perroquets). He places in the division of parrakeets 
(perruches)^ all that have graduated tails, and feathered 
cheeks ; but still subdivides it into four groups 
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1. Parrakeet Maccaws {perruches^aras)^ in which the cir- 
cumference round the eye is naked. 

2. Parrakeets proper, with cheeks entirely feathered, tail 
more or less long, but equally graduated and always sharp. 

8. Arrow-tailed parrakeets {perruchea d queue en JUcke^^ 
in which the two intermediate quills are much the longest. 

4. Parrakeets with broad tails, whose quills are not attenu- 
ated towards the end, among which are arranged the greater 
portion of the lories of BuflTon. 

This arrangement of Le Vaillant has, as the reader may 
have observed, been completely adopted by the Baron, with 
the exception of its having two particular divisions for the 
ara d trompe (grey cockatoo) of Latham ; genus microglos^ 
aum of Geoffrey ; and the long-legged parrakeet ( perruches 
aras) Le V. of which Illiger has made the type of his 
genus pezoporus. 

The late M. Kuhl, who died in the island of Java, where 
he formed some very valuable collections, has published a 
monograph of this family, founded on very extensive obser- 
vations, which he had ample opportunities of making, in the 
various public museums of most of the chief towns of Europe, 
and in the richest and most celebrated private cabinets. This 
work is distinguished by its striking superiority over all that 
has been hitherto published on the subject before us. Its 
character is thus given by Mr. Vigors, in the paper from 
which we have already done ourselves the pleasure of 
quoting : — 

In mentioning that work, I cannot allow myself to pass it 
over with mere simple approbation. It has the merit of 
being the first instance in which the principles, so successfi^y 
developed in the ‘ Horae Entomologicae,’ in reference to 
some departments of the annuhsa^ were applied to a group 
of the vertehrated animals ; and where the circular disposition 
in which the groups of nature return into themselves, and the 
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uninterrupted series of affinities by which they are connected 
together, have been asserted and satisfactorily demonstrated. 
Whether the views which M. Kuhl unfolded in his mono- 
graph were the result of his own observations on nature, or 
whether he was originally indebted for them to the ‘ Horae 
Entomologicas,’ it is now impossible to determine. What- 
ever may be our opinions on this point, it affords a superior 
example of an attempt at a natural arrangement. The lead- 
ing divisions, with some slight modification, will be found to 
accord with those more comprehensive and philosophic views, 
which, from accurate observation of nature, are now almost 
universally allowed to offer the most faithful interpretation of 
her laws.”* 

M. Kuhl separates into two groups the species of which he 
treats, which are 209 in number. 1st. The species which he 
has seen in nature, and the existence of which cannot be dis- 
puted. These are I 7 I. 2d. Those mentioned by ornitho- 
logists, but not seen by him, or which he considers doubtful. 
These are 38. 

The species which he admits, M. Kuhl separates into six 
divisions ; — 

Ist. The Arab, Macrocercus^ with long tail and naked 
cheeks. 

2d. The Parrakeets, Conurus^ long and graduated tail, 
and feathered cheeks. 

3d. The PsiTTACULEs, Psittaculus^ very short tail, 
rounded or sharp, and feathered cheeks. 

4th. The Parrots, Psittacus, equal or squared tail, and 
without tuft. 

^^th. The Cockatoos, Kdkadoesy equal or squared tail, 
feathered cheeks, and head provided with a mobile tuft of 
feathers. 

6th. Probosciger, Arasd trompe^ Le Vaillant, Microglaa^ 


• Loc. cit* 
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Geoff., equal or squared tail, naked cheeks, and tuft on 

head. 

Each of these divisions are subdivided, according as the spe- 
cies which they comprehend are of America, of India, of 
Australia, or of an unknown country. In that of the para- 
keets, ( Conurus^) M. Kuhl has admitted the groups pro- 
posed by Lc Vaillant, but rendered them subordinate to the 
geographical divisions above mentioned. This is the only 
part of M. Kuhl’s system that seems objectionable. 

The uncertain or doubtful species M. Kuhl has divided 
into two groups, according to the method of Latham. 1st. 
Those with long tails. 2d. Those with short. Macrourus 
and Brachyurua, Each of these divisions is afterwards sepa- 
rated geographically. 

We shall now finally notice the new genera introduced 
by our distinguished countryman, Mr. Vigors, and his able 
coadjutor. Dr. Horsfield, in the family of the psittacidae. 

1. PALiEORNis, Vigors. The type of which is Psittacus 
Alexandria 

2. Lorius, Vigors. The type P, Domicella. 

3. Brotogeris, Vigors. The type P, Pyrropterus. 

4. PsiTTACARA, Vigors. The parrakeet maccaws. 

5. Platycercus, Vigors. The chief generic character is 
the broad and depressed tail. 

6. Triciioglossus, Horsfield. Filamentous tongue. 

7 . N ANODES, Horsfield, A beautiful group, belonging 
to Australia, so called from their diminutive size. 

8. Androglossa, Vigors. 

9 . Calyptorhyncus, Horsfield. 

Besides these genera, Mr. Vigors has adopted, from other 
writers, the following : Psittacus, Microglossum, Plycto- 
LOPHus Macrocercus, Pezoporus, and Psittacula. Of all 
these genera he makes five sub-families, viz., Psittacina^ 
Plytolophina^ Macrocercina Palosornina^ and Psittaculina. 
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We r^ret that neither our limits nor our plan will permit 
us to enter into an analysis of the merits of this very scientific 
arrangement. We can only say that, in our humble appre- 
hension, it appears to approximate more nearly to a true 
natural method, than anything hitherto put forth upon the 
subject. The characters upon which all its divisions are 
founded, are important ; and the affinities of the groups, the 
gentle gradations by which they naturally run into each other, 
are clearly distinguished.* 

Ha\4ng so far extended our observations on this family in 
general, we must be very brief in our notices of particular 
species. There is, indeed, but little to add respecting their 
habits. We shall take them by their sub -genera, except 
where some one species is deserving of especial mention. And 
we shall insert several figures of New Holland species, from 
specimens in the collection of the Linnsean Society. 

The Akas, or Maccaws, are among the handsomest spe- 
cies of this family. Their plumage glistens with dazzling 
reflections of azure, of purple, and of gold. Their long tail, 
and majestic deportment, add greatly to their attractions ; 
and their wonderful docility renders them peculiarly suscep- 
tible of domestication. But their voice is exceedingly harsh 
and croaking, and they are fond of keeping in continual and 
annoying exertion. Their intelligence appears to be rather 

* We cannot dismiss this subject without referring our readers to a 
most masterly reply of Mr. Vigors, to certmn injurious observations respect- 
ing his arrangements in the thirty-ninth volume of the ** Dictionnaire des 
Sdences Naturelles.” This reply is in the ninth number of ** The Zoolo- 
gical Journal,” Jan. 1827. From this we have formerly done ourselves 
the pleasure of making a quotation on the subject of nomenclature. (See 
An. King. vol. 6 , pp. 511, 512.) We regret that it is not in our power to 

condense the arguments of Mr. Vigors in defence of himself and Dr. 
Horsfield ; but can assure our readers that they will peruse his paper with 
equal pleasure and profit 
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more limited than that of other parrots, and their apprehen* 
sions less quick. They would seem, if human, passions can 
with any propriety be attributed to the animal races, to be 
vain of their fine plumage, and to seek for admiration. They 
are not so capable of afiection as parrots or parrakeets. They 
have not, however, the petulance of the other species, being 
more remarkable for gravity. They pronounce the word 
ara, from which their name is taken ; but their pronunciation 
is not so distinct as that of other parrots. They are not dis- 
trustful. 

These birds are very subject to epilepsy or cramp, for 
which bleeding in the foot is recommended. They are very 
destructive to fhe coffee plantations in America. When young, 
their flesh is tolerably good. 

The aras are not gregarious, like the parrots and parra- 
keets ; they generally associate only in pairs, and seven or 
eight are rarely seen together. They seldom go to the 
ground, probably on account of the difficulty they experience 
in rising from it, in consequence of the length of their wings 
and shortness of their legs : hence it is easy to catch them 
when they are met with in that situation, before they can 
climb a tree, from the elevation of which they can easily 
spread their wings ; they fly horizontally, at no great height ; 
the seeds of forest-trees are their favourite food, in preference 
to cultivated fruits. 

They construct their nests in hollow trees, and one species, 
the Hyacinthine Maccaw, is said to make holes for the pur- 
pose in the perpendicular banks of rivers, in which they lay 
only two eggs ; the male assists his mate in her incubation. 
The young make no cry for food. 

The Red and Blue Maccaw of the English writers, P. 
Maccao^ is as big as a fowl. It inhabits South America and 
the Antilles, but is observed to recede from those parts which 

the colonists bring, by degrees, into cultivation. It is fond of 
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themaccaw plant {Boramse Jlabt^Ufer)^ and frequents the wet 
savannahs in search of it; it feeds alsoi occasionally, and 
p^aps only in the absence of more grateful aliment, on the 
manchineel apple, which imparts its pcasonous qu^ties to 
the flesh, and reisers these birds sometimes to the 

Indians who eat t]l;ieip». The eggs are said to biiP^ted, and 
to resemble thofe of tha Dr. LitHtm states, 

on the authority of a genlle|ikib maccaw, 

which laid several ^gs, that these 

Though without the docility and pleatf^^ ^^lalralll^^ 
parrots, these birds, if tak^ young, 
taught to be interesting and amusing, 
words ; their natural voice, however, is 

able, and in common with the genus, thdr dh^poidtkn ^ iiiimr 
paratively sedate. . 

The Pavmiane Parrot^ PsuycmentM^ L}n*^|hi«di stands 
flrst in our table of the Parrot Maocaws, Ck>WtS|of KaU, 
is extremely common in Guiana and the Antilles,%i^ tb^ 
are found in flocks, during the day, in die fioreSlS, in the 
mornings and evenings they resort to the meafiH|^S and 
streams. They do great damage to the coffee plantaww^ by 
eating the pulp which surrounds the grain. 

Birds of lliis species are noisy, importunate, and mis* 
chievous, but are easily taught to pronounce words ; indeed 
Le Vaillant mentions one which could recite the Lord's 


dk stands 
^KnU, 
tb^ 
nin the 


prayer, in Dutch, lying at the same time on its back, and 
joining its toes together as men join their hands in prayer. 

The division with arrow-shaped tails, PALiGOBNis of Vigors 
and Hotsfield, we shall illustrate by a figure of the B/ns- 
banded Parrakeet^ the P. Venusttis of Temmindt; it is 
olivet-green on the upper parts, and beneath yellow ; on the 
fordiead is a deep blue band ; the rectices blue, With die tips 
yellow ; the quills are black. 

Dv» Borsfield has described six species of the Tbicho- 
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GLossi, or Filamentous-tongued PairotB, of New Holland, in 
the collection of the I 4 iiii 89 aii Society. 

Of these the Spotted or Matoue Poflrrot is green^ the 
breast and belly waved with yellow; and the under wing- 
coverts red. 


And the Masked or Blue^faced Pwrtoty green, with 
the head and throat bri^t-blue ; is scarlet, and 

the nape is yel|ow. 

The diviskm with the tail ei ' A)ward the end, the 

■ ome yery splendid specie^ 

but of their manners, die* 
»ut little. Mr. Caley has 
hese points, with reference 
Museum of the Linnsean 

lit is,jpalled by the natives 
, in the 

Tdbuan Tarrot (P. 
lln difTer^ iml^uals. 
^ body of the peppermint 
kixhes it enbuges 
after year die san^iy^^e 
incubadon, the neeM|p^ 

bdhsg notihing more than the decayed part of the tree. 
four young ones ; the eggs are white. Mr. Caley has met 
with it in November, in the most mountainous parts of the 
country; but he apfuehends that it migrates in winter. 

The Nonpaareil Parrot^ appears at first to have been 
oilled the Rosdhill Parrot, from the name of the settlement, 
allerwaids calle d Paramatta. The native name of this bird 
il Sundullock, It is said to breed in dead trees, chiefly on 
fisrins, making a nest with feathers in the body ai the hollow 
tree. To whatever depth the tree may be hollow, the bird 

4 s 9 
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always descends to the l>(>ttoni ; it has six young at a time ; 
the eggs are white, and witlioiit spots. 

This may als(^ be frecjuently vseen, in small flcxks with the 
last mentioned and it^ companions, in fields of Indian com. 
Mr. Caley. however, never saw this species take the corn from 
the stalk, like the other two, and he thinks it merely picks up 
what falls from the others. 1 have st'cn, says Mr. (’aley, the 
mo>t of this spexies on new-so\m wheat, early in the morning, 
but ne\er in large flocks. I do not recollect ever to have 
seen the King's Parrot, or Lory (P. Scapulatiis)^ pulling up 
the >oung wheat like tliis bird. All three s}x?cies are caught, 
and are very gcx)d eating. The present species frequent Van 
Diemen s Land ; whether the other two are found there 
seems uncertain. 

Brou'yis Parrots which belongs to this division, is yellow- 
idi-white, varied with black; the wings and tail are blue, and 
the vent is red ; it is only eleven inches in length. This, 
wliich may be considered, from the extreme delicacy of its 
colours, as the most beautiful of the family, was discovered 
by Mr. Brown, whose name it justly bears, at Arnheim 
Bay. 

We insert three figures of other species, belonging to this 
di\ision, which with the last are all in the very interesting 
collection of New Holland birds belonging to the Linnsean 
Society. 

Bailer's Parrot is about fifteen inches long ; the head and 
part of the neck, are black ; tlie cheeks, throat, and feathers, 
which fall over the lower iiiaiulible, more or less ultramarine- 
bluc; neck beliind, dun-yellow, nearly in shape of a crescent; 
the general colour of the rest of the plumage above, the fore 
part of the breast, and of the two middle tail-feathers, is 
green, deepest on the breast. The second quills are blue; 
the primaries are black, edged ith grey ; the under wing- 
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coverts, verditer-blue This was presented to the Society, 
by Mr. Brown, and was taken at Memory Cove, on the 
South Coast of New Holland. 

Barnard's Parrot was ])resented by Edward Barnard, Esq. 
to tile Society. It came from the interior of New Holland, 
but appears to be a scarce species in its native country. 

It is about fifteen inches long ; the forehead is deep crim- 
son ; the rest of the head, pale-green ; on the nape is a 
broad brown patch ; the back and wing-coverts are deep- 
blue ; the rump and upper tail-coverts, pale-green ; and 
across the wings there is a broad strijie of the same colour ; 
the two middle tail-feathers are green, the others arc blue 
from the base to the middle, the rest is pale-blue, fading 
almost to white towards the end. 

The Varied Parrot was procured by Mr. Brown, on the 
South Coast of New Holland. It is not much more than 
ten inches long ; the plumage is emerald-green ; on tlu‘ fore- 
head, yellow ; across the crown, chestnut ; on the rump are 
three shades of colour, first, pale-green, then deeper, and 
lastly reddish, or chestnut ; the belly, thiglis, and vent, are 
orange-yellow; the quills are edged with deeji-blue; the 
tail, green, blue at the end ; on the two outmost featherN is 
a bar of black, and on the third a patch of wliite. 

Of the Tahuan Parrot^ Mr. Caley says it was seldom 
he saw a full coloured specimen, viz. red. When the Indian 
corn is ripe, they may be seen, in large Hocks, clinging on the 
stalks, and doing much mischief ; but as it is rare to see a 
bright red one among them, it may be presumed tliat the 
greater part of these flocks are young birds The natices say 
that it breeds chiefly in a white gum tree, a sjk'cu s of Para- 
making its nest of a little grass, and lining it with 
feathers. It has as many as twelve young at a brood. The 
eggs are dirty-white, with black specks. The nest is found 
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by tho bird cnlarginp^ the liole to creep in at, which process 
^ives the surrounding part a rcddisli a]>pearance, wluch, by 
contrast witli the whiteness of llie nest, renders the lioli' 
conspicuous. 

The division of Parrots witli the tail wedge-shaped equally, 
presents us with nothing worthy of remark in relation to man- 
ners, habits, 8cc. ; or, rather, this interesting Iwanch of their 
histor\ has not hitherto been sufficiently cultivated to furnish 
us with much biographical matter relating to them. 

At the end, as it were, of this division, comes the species 
named by M. Tcmminck P. or the Racke f -failed 

Parrot^ on account of the peculiarity of the middle tail- 
feathers, which, being much larger than the rest, and fur- 
nished with barbs only at the end, look something like a pair 
of rackets. The male of this species has the forehead, checks, 
neck, and all tht‘ under parts of the plumage, green ; a red- 
dish-ash band ])asses from one eye to thc‘ other ; and beneath 
this, on the occiput, is pale blue, which })asscs to the nape ; 
the smaller wing-coverts at the angle of the wing, are l)lue, 
j)assing into green ; all the u])per ])arts are of a deej)-green, 
excc‘pt a portion of the extremities of the caudal feathers, 
which are deep-blue ; the tail bem^ath is blue. The young 
appcMrs in all ])robal)ility to want tlu* red band on the fore- 
head. This species inhabits the Indian Islands, but nothing 
is known of its manners. 

The New Holland Cockatoos include three species, which 
are very much assimilated to one another, viz. The Baiiksiaii^ 
Funereal^ and CVWr’.v CiK'kattn>. Of the first of these, Mr. 
Caley informs xis that its native name is Gerin<}ora^ and that 
it occurs in various ])arts of New Holland, espucially north- 
ward of Paramatta; but that they are not seen many together. 
The natives say it breeds in the winter \i\ M u)i nln y-i rees^ or 
Blood-frees of the colonists, a species of Eucalyptus, It 
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makes no other nest than the vegetable mould formed by tlie 
decay of the tree. It has tliree young at a time ; but its eggs 
are unknown. 

The native name of the Funereal Cockatoo is JVifhi, so 
called from the similitude of that word to the sound wliieh it 
makes. These also are not gregarious, exce])t in small Hocks 
of not more tlian about half a dozen ; but they appear to be 
extensively located in this extensive island. These also con- 
struct their nests in a species of Eucalyptus. 

Cook’s Cocl^atoo seems to be the Carat of the native New 
Hollanders ; if so, it is a very shy bird. It scraj)es the dirt 
out of hollow boughs, and makes its nest in the manner 
of the former species, which nest may be found by watching 
the bird when it enters the hole in the tree where it is depo- 
sited. It cuts ofl‘ the fruit of two species of Pers(Kau(t^ with- 
out liowevcr eating it before it is ripe, to the great injury 
and vexation of tlu' natives. 

The short s])ecific characters of these species, given in tlie 
text, are sufficient to shew a general and very considerable 
similarity. Tlie little information wc liave on tlieir habits 
(more perhaps than we possess of most of the other >pe 
cies,) bespeaks also as great a similarity in this respect. (Jur 
tigure is from a specimen which was scverid >ears ago in 
Bullock’s Museum. In it the broad red band across the tail 
is not interrupted by small black bars, whicli exist in the 
Banksian Cockatoo, properly so called. Botli, however, 
were considered varieties of one species, but M. M. 'fern- 
minck, Kuhl, Vigors, and Horsficld ha\e treated tluni 
as distinct ; we have, therefore, inserted a reimpiession of 
this h<’-ure, altering the name to that of (^)ok's (bekatew), 
leaving the trivial name of Banksian undi\ided in the otlua- 
species. 

The other species above mentioned, the Funereal Cockti- 
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too, diffeafs from Cookes Bsod the Banksian principally in 
having the tail-band buff^coloured, marked with numerouB 
black jspots instead of bands. 

The Rose Cockaioo is palish'^aah ccdoured ; the neck, the 
body beneath, and the lower-coverts, are rose coloured; the 
crest is of the same colour, but of a lighter tint. This, to- 
gether with the three species above named, is an inhabitant 
of New Holland. 

In that comprdiaaaive division of parrots with short, even 
tails, and without a crest dn the head, are included the two 
well known spedee of die gnf or ash-coloured parrot, P. 
ErithacuSi from Africa, and ^.Jmaxony or Green Parret^ 
and their numerous varieties. Many stories have been 
told, and repeated usque ad nauseam^ of the mar- 
vellous deeds of these species supposed to be consequential 
on their mental faculties; indeed, most persons are in 
possession of anecdotes, more or less wonderful, of particular 
individuals of the species, which have iWen under their own 
observation, or that of their friendcH-anecdotes, which too 
often increase by repetithxli, till the true extent and character 
of the original facts are lost. Parrots will certainly sometimes 
repeat a word or a sentence, which circumstances may render 
particularly apt and applicable, as monkeys will sometimes use 
a gesture or an action strikingly human in its appearance; but 
a very slight acquaintance with these animals will convince 
any reasonable person that these imitative or mechanical qua- 
lities are not to be attributed to superior reason or sagacity ; 
and, as much has been already said upon the subject, we 
shall not subjoin any repetition of thrice-told tales, or search 
for others of a similar character, which, however amusing, 
may be considered as destitute of instruction, and of equivocal 
veracity. 

At the end of the Scansores, Cuvier has placed two analo- 
gous genera, Coeythaix and Musophaga, which by certain 
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chai'acters to which he has referred, approximate to the 
gallinaceous birds on the one hand, and the scansores on the 
other, and hold therefore an intermediate station between the 
two. Genera of this description are ever annoying to the 
systematist, particularly the supporters of a natural method ; 
for whether they be referred to one order or the other, is 
perhaps arbitrary and indifferent. 

The Tourctco Plnyitain Eater inhabits various parts of 
India and South Africa. They are very difficult to be shot, 
perching only at the extremities of the highest branches of 
trees, out of gun-shot, and rarely suffering any one to 
approach. They may, however, be easily caught alive by 
means of snares baited with fruits, on which they feed. 
They are good eating. 

The Touracou Pauline is so named by M. Temminck 
from Mile. Pauline de Ranchaup. The crest is red, but 
some of the feathers are tipt with white. It is composed, 
as in the rest of the genus, of several thin and delicate 
feathers, which, rising on each side of the head, meet at the 
top, and form a crest, not unlike an ancient helmet, pass- 
ing down to the nape. The feathers which cover the nos- 
trils, the neck, back, wings, the upper side of the tail, 
tlie quills, throat, and breast, are of a shining copper-colour ; 
the belly and abdomen, green ; the remiges are red ; the 
eyes are situated in a large white patch. It is about as big 
as a pigeon. ♦ 

These birds are gentle and familiar. They leap on the 
ground, and from branch to branch of trees, with quickness 
and agility. Their voice is sonorous and deep ; and they 
inliabit South Africa. 

Our figure of the Blue Curassow, var., corresponds with 
Dr. Latham s description of a species under that name, which 
he refers to Crax. It seems, however, very probable that 
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the bird when better known, will be found to belong to this 
genus of the plain tain-eaters. A sliort description of it is 
inserted at the commencement of our observations t)n tlu 
gallinaceous birds. 
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